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( I ) 

SECTION I. 

THB ISHABLITKS WORSHIP TH« OOLDBH CAh9i 

From Exodut Chap, xxxii. and tlxkuU 

And when the people saw* that Moses delayed to come 
down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves' 
together unto Aaron> and said ante him, Up, make ua, 
gods, which shall go before us ; for as for this Moses^ 
tiie man that brought tis up out of the land of £gypt» 
we wot not what has become of him. 

And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden ear* 
tings which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons^* 
and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. 

And ell . the people brake off the golden ear-rings 
which were in their ears, and brought them unto' 
Aaron. 

And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it 
with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: 
and they said. These be thy gods, O Israel, which 
brough thee up but of the land of Egypt. 

And when Aaron saw it, h6 built an vlt^ before it: 
and Aaron made proclamation, and said^ To-morrow it 
a feast to the Lord. 

And they rose up early on the mofrow, and oflfered 
burnt-ofiexiogs, and brought peace-offerings; and the 
people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to 
play. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, get thee down : 
for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land 
tf Bgypt, have corrupted themselves. 

Thiey have turned aside quickly out of the way whidi 
I commanded them : they have made them a lAt^ltett 
eilf, and hiMW worshipped it, and have sacrificed there- 

tro&.ri. B . unto. 
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unto, aQdcaidy Hiese be thy gods, O Urm^, whieh have 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

Ajid tfie LoHp «aid unto M^^ei, I hftye sf^ thj(» peo- 
ple, and behold it is a stiff-necked people. 

Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax 
hot a^aipst tb^w, im4 thai I may consume thmi and 
I wijl wj^ pf thee a great oatioo. 

, .And ftlQgc^p bipsougbt the Loan hia Go», a^d «aidr 
LpRD, why dQth thy wrath wax hot agamt thy people^ 
which tlipu bast brought forth out of the iaod ofEgyj^ 
with great power ai^l with a mighty hand ? 

, Wberefar^ sh^i^ld the Egyptians speak and sigr. For 
mischief did he bring thein out, to slay th^m in tho 
mountains, and^o consume them from the fac^ of the 
earJthi.^ Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repeat of this 
^yij gainst thy people. 

Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servaotfi 
ta whom thou ^wemrest by tbin^ owia s^lf, and said^t unto 
them, I wiU niuittiply your s^d as the atari of heavtl^ 
and all thi^ land that I hav« sp^keo of, wiU I give uot0 
your seed, and .they shall inharit it for ever. 

.And tbe.LoRJ^ refuted of Ibe evil which be thought 
tfi dp unto bis people. 

, And Moses turned and went down fram the motfi^ ; 
and the two tables of tbe tasUmopy w^^re io hi# fa«»d : 
tb^ tabl^ were written on botb their sides; on the ooaf 
i^de mdon the other were tb^y written. 

And the tables were the work of God, and tbo 
w^si^iog waa the writing <>f Opp, graveo upon the 
tables. 

And when Joshua beaird tbe mm af ^§ p^oplo, an 
tkey ^bou^edt be said ttat# l^oa«3» tb^r^ » « ntrn^ of 

And he aaid, U is Q«i ib^ ^m9 of tbam iiMfihmA 
f^r niastery, neither is it tbe voice of them thai cif for 

bein^ 
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Niog oirercoiQe : but the noise af tliem that fiing» do I 
bear. 

And it came to pass as soon as be came Digh wU^ 
tbemmpt that be saw the calf» a^d tlie daocing : and 
Moses' aager wa.\ed hot, and be caat the tables o^it af 
bis bands, apd brake them beneath the mount* 

And h^ took the calf which they bad made, and 
burnt it in the Sre, and ground i<t te powder, and 
istrewed ie upon the water, and made the children of 
Israel drink of it. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, What did this people' 
unto thee, that thou bast brought so ^eat 9 ain upon 
them > . * 

And Aaron said, Let not the angex of my lord wax 
hot: thou knowest the people^ that the/ are set om 
mischief. 

For thejr siaid unto me. Make us gods ffhich ahall 
go before us c for as for this Moses, the man thai 
brought us up out of the hmd of £gypt, we wot not 
what is become of him. 

And I aaid unto them» Whosoever hath any ^M, 
let them break it off; ao they gave it me ; thea I caat 
it into the fine, and there came out this qalf. 

And when Moses saw that the people were naked 
(for Aaron had made them naked unto their «hame 
aQOQgst their enemies). 

Then Mases stood in the gate of the camp> ^Qd $aid» 
Who is on the LoiUJ^s ^ide? let him come unto me. 
And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together ' 
aato him. ' 

And he said unto them, Thus aaith the Lonp God of 
Israel, Putr every man his aword.by his i^ide, and go jn 
4nd out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and - 
sla3r every man his brother, and ereryi man his compa- 
tuQD, and jexrery man his neigbboui^ « *, 

il2 And 
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And the children of Levi did according to the word 
ef Moses : and there fell of the people that day about 
three thousand men. 

For Moses had said. Consecrate yourselves to-day to 
the Lord, even every man upon his son, and upon his 
brother ; that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said 
unto the people, Yo have sinned a great sin: and now 
I will go up unto the Lord ; peradventure I shall make 
an atonement for your sin. 

And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said. Oh, 
this people have sinned a great sin, and have made 
them gods of gold. 

Yet now if thou wilt forgive their sin : and if not, 
blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast 
Written. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath 
ginned against me, him will I blot out of my book. 

Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place of 
which I have spoken unto thee : behold, mine angel 
shall go before thee : nevertheless, in the day when I 
visit, I will visit their sin upon them. 

And the Lord plagued the people, because they 
made the calf which Aaron made. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Depart, and go up 
hence, thou and the people which thou hast brought up 
out of the land of Egj^pt, unto the land which I sware 
unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, untolhy 
seed will I give it : 

And I will send an angel before thee : and I will 
drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, 
and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite : 

Uhto a land flowing with milk and honey : for I will 
not go up in the midst of thee ; for thou art a stiff- 
uecked people ; lest I consume thee in the way. 

7 ANNO- 
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AKNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It seems the Israelites were impatient to pursue their 
JQurney : and, perhaps, supposed that Moses had pe- 
rished in the. devouring fire that appeared on the top of 
the mountain ; and that the cloudy pillar would no 
longer guide them towards Canaan, so they resolved to 
have some visible representation of God, according to 
the practice of the heathens among whom they had 
lived, who made images of gods which had no exis- 
tence but in the imaginations of their worshippers. 
The idol which Aaron made, from its being called- a 
palf, is supposed to have been in imitation of the god 
Apis, a bull, which was worshipped by the Egyptians, 
and which they used to conduct in great trimuph to 
Memphis, their capital city. 

The setting up of this idol was a very heinous crime ; 
especially as the Lord God had made it^ a part of His 
Covenant with them, that they should not mak'e to 
. themselves graven images^ or set up any thing in com- 
petition with Himself, the only Divike Image, who i^ 
^ry God of very God, 

The people had justly incifrred the displeasure of 
God; but the Supremk .Being is not like mankind, 
subject to a variety of conflicting passions, which agi- 
tate the mind, and sometimes rise to such a height as 
to produce revenue, hatred, and malice : God is at all 
times the same : therefore when we read here, that God 
lufls angry, and that His 'wrath waxed hot — and that 
the Lord 7'epented of the*evily &c. we are to understand, 
that the wickedness of men deserved that His justice 
should punish them with severity; that His mercy 
abated ,the rigour of the sentence. 

The Lord had already determined what he would do, 

in respect to his rebellious people, namely, to accept 

B^ of 
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of tW iti^rcession 6f tfteif mediator, drtd gaV6 them 
m a natioriy for his sake ; but that M<»ps might have da 
Opportunity df shewing the regardl whidh he hrfd fbr th^ 
honcrur of Got>, and the extent of his teve foY the Is- 
raelites, the ho^t} cfid Aot make known fhis purpose t6 
ftim, bat put him tof the proof, that he might «hcw him- 
' self to be a farthfol Mediator. 

The first intercession vi^hich Moses made, shewed, that 
Ag honour of the Lord was his principal object. The 
Arguments he used were such as would justify Goi> in 
Sparing the people; and God acted by the Israelites in 
conformity to these arguments, sparing that nation, fot 
His oath's sake, which had forfeited the privfleges He 
brad granted them. 

No wonder that Moses was provoked td SO great a 
degree,vwhen he found the Israelites in the tety act 
of re{)elHon against tlreir Heavenly King ; of that he 
should break the Tables of the Testimony, when they 
hiid broken the covenant. The honour of God wcfli 
coticerned that he should do so ; for they were un- 
worthy of being his people when they had rejected hith 
as their God. 

From the excuse that Aaron made for himself, he 
seems to have been influenced by feat of the people ; 
while those, who required him to make a god for them, 
acted from a rebellious presumptuous spirit : as his was 
t sin of infirmity^ he met with mercy ; but it was the 
will of the LoK d that the presumptuous sinner should 
be cut off*. 

It is said, that Aaron had made the people naked to 
iheir enetPies : the meaning of this expression is, that 
having forfeited the protection, wliich God had pror- 
mbed to them while they adhered ta Him, they Were 
tkow in a defenceless state. 

• Numbtirs xv, 27, &c^ 
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- The Levites weiie rtiftioiyed M i^mity ^kHit tM 6fi 
the bmour of The Lori>, by ti^yh$g etef; fliaU hhl 
brother, hut companion^lmt) n«igbbou#^ if tbey ftuflrf 
ihiy fiiicb juarag the trorshtppefd ^ til«.goldetl eidf : 
tet ii d06B ii6t appear, that they hud dceiltiott to jtttf 
t^ death any of ^ei^ rektiods ; for the ivhtie tfib6 eiff 
Levi were fkithfal to the Loho ; on whieh aecotitif 
they wef^ coHftecraled to Hhii, or 66t Bpdtt from thcf 
efher tfites to be employed nft the holy offices of ibt* 
ligion. 

VflHft^ the id^ktei^ were dead, Mode», tiiodt likely 
Wtti diiABOted toy <i Ditlne imi^idso to eftdcfavOu/ to malM 
«» at&ffM94m for the re»t, who p6iiMff» hod joloed hi 
^ «^M0 fhfough igtiofMoe, ftsttf JikfMiaSdenrtioti/ 
^< whMI/ th<^h tei^ liBliiV dlid n6t e«el«de thetB 
frOte tiHi J^ghetteH of Ooi>. Etefy «oC Of wichod^ 
t^a$, atificffly if^eakiog, ii a ^ againH Qoh i h^i those 
Offei^cOs, Which hate a direct teinieBcy to dishonour 
Hid Ho^y Naxfte, tite tailed elnphi^ically j)mW ngtdnH 
Gori. 

It is otident, that Mok^ gi'eOlly regv'efled ibe HeeOiM 
dSty he had beeil ttnder^ of commanding fliO LeVitOs t^ 
em off tire presumptuou» siiinortf ; and thdt bo wishfod 
to preserve the nation f even* at the expence of hio 0#l§ 
life. The expi'ession, Blot me oui of thy bdtfk, Ac. sig- 
ti&Hj Let Hie diCftather than see them cast aatftim thjf 
favour^ And exterminaiedjram the earth. 

The intercession having been made, Got} dssdred 
Moses that the Israelites^ should be saved : He gdvO 
them to hiifif and promised that he would, for his tskei 
and for the sake of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, pre<« 
Serve theJtb, and put them into possession of the land 
of Canasm. 

The Anoel, who is here promised, we may stlppOsO 

was one of those celestial beings who execute the divine 

Bi will 
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wijI4ii a maimer incoR^rebeii$H>le to ns In oiir present 
•tate; probably one of those who conducted Lot and 
his family out of Sodom, 

^ According to the rules of Divine justice, Gpp could 
not^ without destroying them^ go up in the midst of • 
people who had so heinously offended Him, as they 
]^d not yet as Si nation humbled themselves, and obr 
tained His pardon ; but we shall find that, when they 
did this, He suffered the intercession of Moses to prer 
vail, and then went up in the midst of them. 

We learn from this, section, that the Mediator of 'U 
Covenant betwixl God and his people may intercede 
fi^d make atonement for sins committed against tha| 
^venant; and that God, for his sake, apares those for 
frhom the mediator pleads, provided they repent, and 
testify their repentance in the Lord's appointed way. , 
. Ir is shocking to read of the Israelites falling into 
idolatry so soon after the Load had graciously ratified 
his Covepant with them : but it shews the .weakness of 
human nature. Christians, under a better Covenant than 
that of the Israelites, are but too apt to dishonour th€^ 
Lord God, not indeed by setting up images of silver 
and gold, but by various other trangressions equally 
pSensive. 

^s the Lord accepted the Mediator of the Temporal 
Covenant y and remitted the punishment of temporal 
deathy which the Jews as a body of people had incurred 
by apostacy, we may be certain that the intercession of 
the Mediator of the Everlasting Covenant has prevailed, 
90 as to redeem those for whom he interceded ; our 
blessed Saviour has prevailed, and that he has redeemed 
all mankind from everlasting death; but if individuals, 
will not fulfil the conditions required on their part, they 
will forfeit this redemption, and all the blessmgs and 
privileges of the Covenant of Grace. 

SECTION 
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SECTION 11. 

MOSES DESIRES TO BEHOLD THE GLORY OP GOD=— <- 
THE NAME OE THE LORD PROCLAIMED — A COVE- 
NANT MADE. 

From Exodus^ Chap, xxxiii. and xxxiv. 

And yihen the pe<^le heard these evil tidings, thej 
mourned : and no man did put on him his ornaments. 

For the Lord had said unto Moses> Say unto the 
children of Israel^ Ye are a stiff-necked people : I will 
come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and con- 
some thee : therefore now put off thy ornaments fromr 
thee, that I may know what to do unto thee. 

And the children of Israel stript themselves of their 
ornaments by the mount Horeb. 

And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched It with* 
eut the camp, afar off from the camp, and called it the 
Tabernacle of the Congregation. 

And it came to pass, wh^n Moses went out unto the 
tabernacle, that all the people rose up, and stood every 
man at his tent-door, and looked after Moses, until he 
was gone into the tabernacle. 

And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the taber- 
nacle, the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at the doof 
of the tabernacle, 9Xk6, the Lord talked with Moses. ^ 

And all the people sdw the cloudy pillar stand at the 
tabernacle-door ; and all the people rose up and wor- 
shipped, every man in his tent-door. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a 
man speaketh unto his friend. And he turped again 
into the camp : but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, 
a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, See, thou sayest unto 

mci Bring up this people: and thou hast not let me 
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know whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou hast 
saidy I know thee by name, and thou hast also found 
grace in mj sight. 

Now therefore^ I pray thee; if I have foiind grace in 
thy sight, shew me now thy way that I taay ktii»W th^e, 
that I may find grace in thy sight : and consider that 
this nation is thy people. 

And Go& ssndi My FteseAce i^^ go wiCh^abee, and 
I wiil ghe thed restl. 

And Mos^s sarid urM hitt, If tfij FteSettt€ g(ftiot 
intk mcy carry t» noi up hence^r 

Foi? wherein shtll if be knmrfi h^re, that I and thy 
people have focmd grace in thy $ight I Is it not iii that 
thou goest with U9 ? So shall W6 be separated, I and 
thy people, femek bA\ the people tlitit Hre npon the face 
of the earth. 

And the Lord said! unfa Mosfes, I <irili do this thing^ 
riso that thou hast ispoken: for thou hast fouAd gracef 
in ray sight ; and I ^know thee by name. 

And he said, I beseech the6, 6hew tne thy glory. 

And 66 1> said, I will make all my goodhestf pass be- 
fore thee, afnd I will prochirti the name of thte LfOitD 
before thee, and will be gt^eitous to whom 1 wi!^ be 
gtw^xtB, aftd will shew naercy ^n #hdm I will shew 
»«fcy. 

And he said, Thoi^ canst ndt see my fece : for ther^ 
riiall no main see me, itnd live. 

And the Lent said, Behold, thete is a place by me, 
and thou shalt stand upon a r6ck t 

And it shall come to pass, while itoy glory passeth 
by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock ; and will 
cover ih^ with my hand white I pass by. 

And I wifi take away mine hand, and thotr shaft 6ee 
mf back parts '. but my ftice shdl not be seen. 

And tl>e Lono said unto Mosesy Hetr Aee ttro tabia 
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of itan«> like tmto the imt : and I m)l writo upon tiitetf 
tables^ tlie wordi that were in the finst tablet, whkb 
thou brakest. 

And be ready in tiie meniiBg^ and come ep in the 
morning onto mount l^nai, end present thyself there td 
me in the top of the monnt. 

And na nian riiall come np with tbee^ neither let any 
man be seen throughout all the mount : neither let the 
flocks nev herds feed before that mount. . 

And Moses hewed twa tMeu of stone like unta the 
^t : and he rose up early in the morning, and went 
Bp mto mount Sinai, as the Lord had commanded ham, 
and took in his hand the tw6 tables of stone* 

And the LoBo.descended in the cloud, and stood 
wiUi him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lokv. 

And the Lord passed by beforo him, and proclaimed, 
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
loBg^snfering, and abundant in goodness and truth ; 
keepmg mercy for thiiusands, forgiving iniquity, and 
traosgrefsien, and sin, and that will by no means dear 
the gvihy, Tisiting the in^uity of the fathers upon the 
children, and upon the children's children unto the 
third and to the fourth generation* 

And Moses made haste, and bow^d his head toward 
the earth, and worshipped. 

And he said, if now I have found grace ijfi thy sight, 
Lorp, let my Lord, I pray thee, go amongst as ; 
(for it is a stiff-necked people:) and pardon our iniquity 
and our sin, and take us for thine inheritance. 

And he said, Behold, I make a covenant 4 before all 
thy people I will do marvels, jsuch as have not bee* 
done iu all the earth, nor in any nation : and all the 
people amongst which thou art, shall see the work of the 
LofiD, Ibr it is a terrible thing that I will do with thee. 

Observe thou that whifCH t oommatid tbce ihk dUfi 
B 6 behold, 
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behold, I drive out before thee the Amerite, and th» 
Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the 
Hivite, and the Jebusite. 

Take heed to thyself lest thou make a covenant with 
the inhabitiints of the land, whither thou goest, lest it 
be for a snare in the midst of thee. 

But ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, 
and cut down their groves. 

For thou shalt worship no other God: for the Lord, 
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous Goo. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Write thou these 
words ; for after the tenor of these words I have made 
a covenant with thee and with Israel. 

And he was there with the Lord forty days and forty, 
nights : he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And 
God wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, 
the ten commandments. 

And it came to pass when Moses came down from 
mount Sinai (with the two tables of testimony in 
Moses's hand, when he came down from the mount) 
that Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone, 
while God talked with him. 

And when Aaron and ail the children of Israel saw 
^ Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone ; and thej 
were afraid to come nigh him. 

And Moses called unto them : and Aaron and all the 
rulers of the congregation returned unto him : and 
Moaes talked with them. 

And afterward all the children of Israel came nigh : 
lind he gave them in commandment all that the Lord 
had spoken with him in mount Sinai. 

And till Moses had done speaking with them, he put 
a vail on his face. 

But when Moses went in before the Lord to speak 
with him^ he took the vail off| until be came<>ut« And 
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1^ came out and 6pake unto the children of Israel thaf 
wliich he was commanded. 

And the children of Israel saw the face of Moses 
that the skin of Moses' face shone : and Moses put the 
vail upon his face again^ until he went in to^speak with 
him. 

And it came to pass that every one who sought the 
Lord went out unto the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion that was without the camp. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS- 

The Lord (as we read in the last section) graciously 
accepted the intercession of Moses for the Israelitish 
nation J but in respect to individuals^ their being saved ov 
Hotted out still depended upon the will of the Lord, 
who alone had the power of discriminating fit objects 
of hi9 justice or his mercy. 

No greater misfortune could befal the Israelites, than 
that of God's withdrawing his Presence from them. It 
was very proper that they should be made sensible of the 
danger to which their rebellion had exposed them ; and 
that, before they received patdon, each person should 
humble himself in the sight of the Great Being, whom 
they had offended. 

It seems that though the Tabernacle in which the 
Law was to be deposited was not yet made, there was 
a temporary one, to which they resorted for public 
worship ; this they had now no right to enter, as they 
were no longer God's people, but consigned to Moses. 

To signify that the Presence of the Lord would not 
abide in the midst of them, Moses removed this taber* 
nacle to a distance from the camp, while the people, 
not daring to approach, remained at their tent doors* 
Joshua alone entered the tabernacle ; he had not been 
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A part^ket of the people^s srn. With Mases, As the 
mediatory the Lorp coadescended to h6td a conference. 
The words which God spake upon this occasion are 
not recorded ; but we may judge of their import, by 
the reply which Moses made. It seems that Moseft 
was in a state of great perplexity ; the Lord had ghr^n 
liim assurances of his favour to himself^ and bad com- 
manded him to conduct the people towards Canaan ; 
but having declared, that tohosoever had sinned again 
Hintf He would blot out of his book, Moses did not un- 
derstand whether aU the people were to go, or whether 
some were first to be cut off by Divine vengeance : he 
therefore wished to have the way of the Lord made 
plain to him, that he might know how to please Hinh 
To calm his apprehensions, the Lord assilfed hint 
that his Presence should go with him, Stc^ The ex- 
pression, / knoto thee by name, signi^es, that the LoRt> 
admitted him to an extraordinary degree of familiarity 
with Him. Moseses wish to see the glory of the Lord 
seems to have included a desire to understand the Di- 
vine nature, and to know (he Loud as He is. In tWs 
particular, Moses aspired to a degree of knowledge 
above the reach of his faculties ; but as he was actuat- 
ed, not by curiosity, but by a sincere desire of payiiVg 
due honour to Him, the Loud was not displeased, but 
promised to make such a display of his perfections, as 
should convince Moses that He is of a kind and bene- 
ficent nature ; and lest Moses should suppose that be 
had a right to the information he requested, the Lord 
taught him to consider the revelation He was going to 
make as an act of His free grace and favour. 

Whether Moses went into a clift oi the rock, or was 
contented with a milder display of the glory of the 
Loud, is not related, but he was certainly convinced, 
that it was God himself that talked with him ; and we 
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may understand, that the beauty, Splendour, and magni- 
ficence, with which the Lorb God makes His presence 
visible, in Heaven, to superior beings, is such as hu« 
fiian nature, with its present infirmities, cannot behold 
ind live. 

By the Face of God, I think we may understand, th6 
DiviNi Image in the resplendency of heavenly glory', 
as He appears to the angelic host ; by His back parti 
Ais glory moderated ; by God*s covering Moses with 
His hand, perhaps is meant, that he fortified him 
dgainst those fatal effects of astonishment, which, with- 
out Divine support, such a vision would have produced. 

By proclaiming His namey we Vnay understand, that 
the Lord vouchsafed to make known His nature and 
attributes. From this proclamation we learn, that the 
God of Israel id the Supreme Being, the Lord of the 
whole creattioa. The same who was known in His 
Divine Image as the Lord God ; that He is by nature 
mercijul^ &c. but at the same time just; and that He is 
vl jealous God ; that is. He requires to be honoured by 
His Creatures above all Beings, and will not sufier any 
thing to stand in competition with Him, to assume 
thdse titles, or receive that homage, which is due to Him 
alone. 

As soon as Moses was assured that the Lord xxxiuld 
pardon transgression and sin, he entreated Him to for- 
give the iniquity of the Israelites ; which, in considera- 
tion of Moses's intercession, and the penitence they 
had lately expressed, God of His infinite mercy did; 
and received them again into favour,, on conditions con* 
sbtent with His honour, and their duty. 

Without doubt, Moses w^ joyfully received by the 
repentant Israelitds, when he returned from the Mount 
with the Testimony of the' Covenant in his hands. A* 
the Mediator of this Covenant, the Lord distinguished 
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Moses- from the people, by shedding a visible glory on 
him. This served to confirm their belief in the relation 
which Moses doubtless gave, of what had lately been re- 
vealed to him. 

In this section we perceive the value of Divine Revela- 
tion ; without this, the nature and attributes of the Su- 
preme Being could not have been ascertained; for sup- 
posing that mankind could have discovered by the light 
" ef reason f that God is goody gracious ^ and merciful^ they 
could not have been absolutely sure that He would par^ 
don sin ; neither could they have known that He will 
not clear the guilty ; that is, pass over guilt, without 
8oroe atonement being made for it; and this ignorance 
might have occasioned them to fall into the extremes 
of slavish fear, or ill-founded confidence. 

It certainly must have afforded great satisfaction to 
Moses and the Israelites, to know what kind of a Being 
God is, in respect to His Divine attributes ; and 
Christians may meditate on this portion of Scripture 
with delight and advantage. As Goi> is merciful^ gra» 
eiouSf long'Sitffering^ abundant in goodness and truths 
He has a just claim to our love, gratitude, and obe- 
dience. As He will not clear the guilty^ but visit the 
sin, for which atonement is not made, and pardon ob- 
tained, upon children's children, unto the third and 
fourth generation, we should be careful to avoid sin, 
and desirous to receive His gracious pardon, through 
our Mediator, who has made atonement for the sins of 
the ivhole worlds but whose intercession is still necessary 
for individuals. 

From the remarkable Instance which is here recorded 
of the favour of the Lord to Moses, we learn, that the 
Almighty is not displeased with those who wish ta 
know Him ; and we may assure ourselves, that though 
Goo does not visibly appear to US| He will display His 
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attributes to the minds of those who truly Io\ie Hitn^ 9« 
^hat they shall sensibly feel, tliat He is good and grach 
ous^ long stiffhringy abundant in goodness and truth. 
SECTION III. 

THE people's PREE-WILI* OFFERINGS — A DESCRIP- 
TION OF THE TABERNACLE AND ITS APPU|ITE- 
NANCESy &C. 

The favour of the Lord being thus happily re8tore4 
to his people Israel, He vouchsafed to draw near to them 
again; and to shew that He graciously designed to 
dwell or abide among them, the Lord restored to Mosea 
the Testimony of his Covenant, written like that which 
Moses broke when he saw the people worshipping the 
golden calf at his descent from Mount Sinai. Having 
received the Tables of the Law, Moses gathered tlie 
people together, and after giving them a very strict in- 
janctlon to keep the Sabbath-day holy, , as the sigf^ 
which was above all things to distinguish them frooi 
idolaters, as the people of the Lord, the Creator of 
heaven and earth ; he called upon every man who had 
a willing heart to make an offering ofgold, silver, brassy 
blue, purple, scarlet, and fine linen, rams* skins, badg- 
ers' skins, shittim wood, oil, spices, and precious stones; 
and upon all who had skill and ingenuity, to assist in 
making a Tabernacle or Sanctuary to serve as a recep- 
tacle for the Ark of the Covenant, and also as a place 
of public worship, I\or making this Tabeinacle and all 
the furniture and utensils suitable to it, Moses had re* 
ceived particular instructions from the Lord during his 
forty days continuance on the mount ; likewise for or- 
daining a priesthood, and clothing the Priests in a dis- 
tinguishing manner. 

No sooner was the summons issued by Moses, than a 
general emulation prevailed among the people, both, 
men and wopcieoj and great quantities of gold, silver, 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J- 



( w ) 

>me]8^ and oihei peckmi nMtdriak, UrUdH thtiy had 
l^oaght out of Egypt, and hitherto had had.no u^e foxp 
were in a shof t time collected. 

Mofies then informed the feoplcf that the Lord had 
€feci«en t^O'ineOy Bazalee), ^f the tribe of Jtidafh, and 
Ahaiiiibg of the tribe of Dan, to be n&iasfer Workmen ; 
and had inspired them with wisdom, so that, without 
any hnman inet^uctioni they should be ab^^ to cdiHrive 
alt hinds of eurioui works foij the ori]iament$ of the 
Tabernacle, &ct He then called £(yt Bazftteel aftd Aho- 
Kab, and otbei* laety, who were also iBlled with mge^ 
mtty by the Spirit 6t ithb Lord« and eotnntitted t0 
ttcfm the dffisrhfgs^ w'hich the pecfpie had brought, aadl 
fiiey iftimediaiely stet about the iieee6«ary ^re^a^i* 
fiona*. 

Such $A ^d^j^ desiire now pi^etailed among tJie p^ 
^, to shew their detotlon t6 the Lo^r&, thai e^^er^ 
ttiorning and evening one or other brought fredh dfer^ 
ings, till Moses, finding the supplies niore tlion suffi*' 
dent, caused pfoclan^tton to be made that they mrght- 
^^ist. The work of the Tabernacle now went on with 
Che greatest expedition. While the men of Israel were 
employed about the laborious and ornameatal parts of 
2t, the women spun and prepared linen for the irang-* 
ings, and for the priests* garments. 

As the people dwelt in tents, the Tabernacle, ot* 
House of the Lord, was of the same construction, that 
it might conveniently be taken down, in order to be re- 
moved from place to place. " Tlie Tabernacle was in 
the form of an oblong square, thn-ty cubits in length, 
and ten in heighth and breadth ; and it was divided into 
two parts, viz. the Holy Place, and the Hciy ofHolieSi 
The Holy Place was twenty cubits long and ten wide ; 
in this atood the gotden candlestick and the ahar of in- 

* See ExodQs, CUap* xxxt. 55. 
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€ettse. The Hd'ff ^Hdiet, whidh was also caUcd tfte 
SanclnatUy was ten eubits Kmg and tfcn bfOad : it coA- 
tttiied the Atktftke Covemni, hnd was separated frwft 
the Holff Plade by ^ veil or haiigmg made^of deh em- 
bi^tdered KneA, which bung upon four pllFars df ShH- 
tim Gt cedar wood, that were covered with pldtes of 
gold, but had their bases amde of brass; and at the etiw 
trance of the Tiribertiacle, insteafd of a door, there was 4 
veil of the same work, sustained by the like pillars. 
Which se|iarated it from the outward cotrrt •• 

" The boards or planks, of which the body of the 
Tabernacle tfas fomicd, were in all forty eight, eadi 
ft ciAH md a half wide, and ten cubits high ; twenty 
ef thetn weirt to mftke up each ^de of the Tabernacle?, 
and at the west end of it were the other eight, which 
were all let into one another by tenons tArote and b^ 
low, and compacted t<q^lher by bars mnning from one 
end of it to the other t btit the eetst end was open, and 
ouly covered with a rich curtdn. 

^ The roof of the Tabernacle was a square frame of 
plattks, resting upon their bases ; and over these were 
eovarhigs or eurtains of different kinds ; of these the 
first in the iitside was made of Bne linen, curiously em- 
broidered in various' colours, of crimson and scarlet, 
purple and blue. The next was made of goats hair, 
neatly woven together, and the last of sheep or badger^ 
skins (some dyed red, and other blue), which were to 
preserve the rich curtams from wet. 

<* Hound about the Tabernacle w:as a large obkmj; 
court, an hundred cubits long, and fifty broad, encom* 
passed with pillars overlaid with sHver, and whose 
capitals were of the same metal, but their bases were Of 
brass. Ten of these pillars stood towards the west, six 
te the e^, twenty to the north, and twenty to the south, 

* Stackhouse on the Bible. Sp« also Exodus xxxvi. and sequel. 
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M&ve cubits dtttunce from e^ oU)^; and over tbesf 

hung curtains made of twined linen threaJ, in th^ 
manner of net work, whicji surrounded the Taberna- 
cle on all sides, except a^ ^be ^itrance of the court, 
which was twenty cubits wide, aod sustained with foiir 
columns overlaid witli plate$; of Eilver, These columns 
had their capitals and bases of brass, and stood at pro- 
portionable distances^ and were covered with a curt^ 
made of richer materials. 

*' In this court, and opposite to the entrance of thi» 
Tabernacle, stood the Akar ofBurrU OffcringSyAn tbp 
open air, that the fire which was kept perpetually upon 
it, and the smoke arising from the victims that wece 
burnt there, might not soil the Tabernacle. It was five 
cubits long, as- much in width, and three cubits highy 
j»as placed upon a basis of stpDe work, and covered 
both within ^d without with plates pf brass. 

/' At the four corners of this Altar were four parts 
like horns, covered with the same metal ; and as th,e 
altar itself was hollow, and open both at the top and 
bottom, from th«se horns there hung a grate .made of 
jjrass. (^fastqned with four rings and four chains) op 
which. tlie wood and the sacrifice were burnt, and as 
jthe asjies fell through, they were received below in a 
pan. At a very small distance from this altar, tliere 
<i|tQod, on the %outh side, a brazen vessel, which on ac- 
count of its extraordinary size, was called the Brazen 
Bea^ in which the priests used to wash their feet, when- 
/ever they were to ofter sacrifice, or to go into the Ta- 
Jbernacle. 

" In that part of the Tabernacle, which was called 
the Holif Flape^ ihere was, on the north side, a table 
made of Shittim wood, covered with gold, two cubits 
long^ one in breadth, and one and a half in length ; 
ftbput the edge of it was an ornament pr border made 
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of gold, togetlier with a cromi of gold In the middle, 
and at each end was placed an offering of the shevf 
hread^ viz. six ioaves in a pHe, to represent the twelve 
tribes.' The bread was changed every day, and not 
allowed to be eaten by any but the priests. 

^ Over against this tablC) on the south side, stood 
^e candlestick, which was made of pure gold, upon a' 
basis of the same metal, and had seven branches oh 
each side, and one in the middle. The branches w«r6 
at equal distances, adorned with six flowers like lilies, 
with as many knobs like apples, and little bowls like 
hdf ahnond sheik placed alternately, and upon each of 
tfiese biranches there was a golden Itimpy whidi wti 
lighted every evening, and extinguished every morn*' 
»g. 

'^ Betwixt the table and the candlestick was pFaced 
the AUar of Incense y which was Imt one cubit in length- 
and breadth, and two cubits high; but it was covei'ed' 
with plates of brass, and had a crown of gold over it* 
Every morning and every evening, the priest in wait* 
ing for that week offered incense of a particular compo^* 
sition npon this altar, and for this end he carried a 
smoaking censer filled with fire, which he took from 
the altar of burnt offerings into the 'J'abemacie* and 
iiaving placed it u|)on the other altar, retired. ', 

** The Ark was a kind of chest or coflfer, made of: 
Shittira wood, overlaid with pure gold within and 
wittiout: it was two cubits ilnd a half long, a cubit, 
and a half broad, atid the same ib height, and rdand-* 
the top of it was a crown of gold : it had rings of gold 
at each cornet, and there were staves made bfShittkn 
wood, covered over with gold, to put through them to^ 
bear it by. -* t 

" On the «op of the Ark was the mercy-seat, wiiich 
aerved as a covering to it, and at each end of this wa^ a^ 

cherub^ 
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cx^ended^ so th^t they met and cov^r^d the «iercy- 
sent *. Ii^ this Ark w$9 deposk^ the Tablt^s of T#sli^ 
Qionj> and it wa|( plac^ in the Holy af Holi^. 

** AncienUy, every head of a fai^ily waa a pri«9t l 
bttta» tk^ LoiEiP had appointed a Taber^ac]e» or habi- 
Wiw^ of HU holiness, W K'ould not allow the paopla 
to ei»ter 1^^ pto<^ wh^rje He df^gaed to dju^^ar Hid 
glfl^. He thought proper to establifih an order <rf! 
pilots, to be Hii immediate fervfmts.'' 

When Mos^ wa$ on the mount the fec^t tim^f Im 
fttceired coQinim^d from the Lorp to separate Aaron 
wsA hii 8008 for the priests' office, and gave dimectsoaa^ 
ib respect to the habits they ^ould w^r, wl^i^h were 
afterwards made. The dress of Aaron» as High Pf^iest,.. 
waa ?irery tmgw&&enU It cow«»d of the %h^, with 
the breast-plate ei^d girdle, t^e robe of the Epbod, the 
aobrotdered linen coat, and the mitre. Tb^^ wisro 
aB of linen, and covered th^ whole body frqm iha^ 
neek to the heeh; over tbesa was a pun>le or blue 
tunick, which reached not so low, but wa8 curiously 
wroHght all over, a*d at the bottom of H were pome- 
granatea and belto, at equal distances ; the pomegra- 
nates .were made of purple and crimson woo}, and the 
bellaof g<dd: the intent of the l^t* was to let the 
peo^e .know» by the souud of them, wbeo the High 
Priest was going into the Sanctuary, and when he was 
coasing out; and also to intimate to them, that he 
siio^ not go without ceremony into the pres^ce of 
Ooi>. 

The Ephod was a kind of girdle, embroidered with 
gcdd thread, aadxiitiber threads of divers colours, which, 
beiD^ brought from behind the neck over the two 

• The form of the Cherubim cannot from Scripture be exactly 
Mcclttalnvd. 

shoulders. 
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M^mMea^ insypui matou mpBm Ae Hmnmi f BnA hmg 
dewn %B l«fr as tlie feet. Upon that part of it irhi<^ 
^rosfled the ahouldert, were two large predoiis stoneSt 
9n whidi were engraTen the aames of the %irtlyo 
tiibe^ of Israd, six on each stone ; and whefe the 
Epbod crossed the breast* there ^ras a square oma- 
meot called the breast-plate, wherein were set twebrO 
psecioBS atones, with the names of the twelve tribes 
eagraven on theta, on each stone one. In the breast* 
]^ftte was the Urim and THUMiifM, or the ORAehm 
09 GoD» by which the IKvine Will on particular oeca* 
sianB wcas oMide known. The girdle of the Bphod was 
siabroideved like the rest, and fastened dose to the 
waist. 

The Mitre was of fine linen ; it covered the head/ - 
and on the forehead was a plate of gold; on which was 
engraven. Holiness to tbb Loan; this plate was ' 
aim called the Holy Crown. The mitre was tied behind > ^ 
vitb twa ribbons fastened to its ends. ' 

The eSher priesu had o»l j a simple tuniek, a linen 
mitre ev bonnet, and a girdle, &c. , i 

There w«a a great variety of utensils ^ the Taher-* " 
aaeie service, such as censerSi basons, spoons, M?« ; 
made of gold or brass. 

it is impossible f<fir us to know all that was meant by "• 
the institutions under the Mosaic dispensMien^ but me : 
magr collect> from several parts of the New Testament^ ' 
that they were designed as types pt representations of - ' 
vark)U8 jp^tlpulajcs in the hjpaveniy-kin^dopi;. and Mip ^"^ 
as pledges of the blessings that Gon's fajthful people '^ 
should enjoy in a future state. ' ' 

We have before observed^ that M<Mes^wasi|he^lVle«- i 
dii8t(Hr between the Lord and the people :) his media* ^ 
tion, ^fter the establishment of the pjriestlboq4> seeoi^tO' 
have related chiefly to their tmp.oral ^S^m ; butbh^ 90 • ^^ 

the 
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life prbp^het of tha Loud exerted atid iMtrueted thenr 
in this duty. In respect to spiritual coocern^, the High 
Priest was the Mediator^ who was to make atonement 
tnd intercession for them, and his dress indicated th^ 
nature and efficacy of his office : its magnificence im- 
plied the dignity of that Great Being, whoso minister 
he was. 

The literal meaning of the words Urim and TiruM« 
iliM, are said to be light Bead perfection ; or tlie shining 
and the perfect. There are various conjectures con- 
cerning the Uhim and Thummim ; but as the Scrip- 
tures are silent, it is impossible to come at any cer- 
tainty on this head : all we know is, that the Breast- 
plate contained within it something M'hich was the ap« 
pointed means of making known the Divine will on 
tokmn occasions* 

The inscription on the golden plate, which was on 
the front of the iditre, signified, that the people w&ce 
not to adore the High Priest; but to ascribe holiness to 
the Loiin only. The comnaoti priests were assistants 
to the High Priest. 

In about six^ month^s all the work of the Tabema- 
de, and all its appendages was completed. The whol^ 
amount of the gold that the people offered, was about 
159^0001 ; in silver, about S^jCXK)!! of our money ; ex- 
ektsive of B^OSOl. of brass ^ 

SECTION ly. 

THE grrXlNG UP OW THE TABERijACLC, 

From Exodus^ Chap, xxxix, xL 

Thus was ail the work of the tabernacle of the tent 
of the congregation finished : and tho children of Israel 

• The chapters which give an account of these things are 
emitted, at too lon| fer liisertion, 

did 
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Sd acGordmg to all Aat Che Lord commanded Moiet, 
10 did they. 

And thejr brought the tabernade unto Mofes, the 
tent.and all his fUrnitare. 

The clothes of service to do service in the holy place, 
and the hoij garments for Aaron the prieaty and his 
sons' garment to minister in the priest'f office. 

.According to all that the Lord commanded Motes, 
so tl)e children of Israel made all the work* 

And Moses did look upon all the work, and behold 
they had done it as the Lord had conunanded, even so 
had they done it: and Moses blessed them. 

.And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. On the 
first day of the first month shalt thou set up the tabec 
nade of the tent of the congregation* 

And thou shalt bring Aaron and his sens unto At 
door of the tabernacle of the congregatioSi and wash 
them with water* And thoii sbdt bring a bvUadi for 
a sb offering, and two rams, asd a bash s t 9i undas* 
vened bread. 

And thou shalt put upon Aaron the httf gtfrmcnii, 
and anoint him, and sanctify hims thai he WUf tttais* 
tar unto me in the priest's office* 

And, thou shalt bring his sons, asd dollie thtna wiA 
coats. * ' 

And thou shalt anoint them*, asthoirdkbtamifltthto 
father, that tbey may minister nntm me in the fUJaitV ^ 
office : for their anointing shall surely be an ertrlasts'- 
ing priesthood, throughout .their geyrrtianPt 

And it came to pass, in the irst month, in thetseoeadfr^ 
year, cm the first day of the month, that Moios reared 
up the Ubernade. 

And he tqok and put the tcsAaoofy into the ark, aiid 
set the staves on the ark, and put the m«rcy-8eat above 
upon the ark. 
VOL. II* C And 
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/'And be brought the ark into the tabemade, and eet 
mp the vail of the covering, and covered the ark of the 
tf stimony, as the Lokd commanded Moses. 

And he put the table in the tent of thecongregatioiiy 
upon the side of the tabernacle nortlMvard wtthoat the 
vail. 

And he set the bread in order upon it, before the 
Lord ; asthe Lord had commanded Moses. 

And he put the candlestick in the tent of the con* 
gregation, over against the table, on the side of the 
tabernacle- southward. 

And he lighted the lamps before the Lord : as the 
Lord commanded Moses.. 

And he ^ut the golden akar in the tent of the con- 
gregation, before the vail : and he burnt sweet incense 
thereon ; as the Lord commanded Moses. And he set 
up the hanging, at the door of the tabernacle* 

And he put the altar of burnt oflering by the door 
Bf the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation, and 
offered 4ipon it the bumt^offering and the meat^Ser- 
ing; as the Lord commanded Moses* 

And.he reared up the court round about die taber- 
nacle and the altar, and set up the hanging of the 
court gate.: so Moses finished the work. 

Then^ cloud ;covared4he tent of the congregation, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

^nd .Moses warnot able to enter into the tentof the 
congregation, because 4he doud abode ^thereon, and 
tbeglcMrjiof 4heLoB»£lIed the tabemade. 

And the .assembly twas gathered together untotlie 
door of the :tabeiftiadB%of the ^congregation. 

.^d Moses jaid untottbe congregation. This is the 
thing which the Lord commanded to be done. 

And Moses brought Aturon-^and his sonS| and washed 
Iben with water. 

5 And 
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And he puf upon him the eoat^ and girded him whh 
the girdle, and cloathed him with the robe, and put the 
ephod upon him, and he girded him with the curious 
girdle of die ephod, and bound it unto him therewith* 

And he put the breast-plate upon him : also he put in 
the breast-plate the Urim and Thummim. 

And he put the mitre upon his head ; also upon the 
mitre, even upon his fore-front did he put the golden 
plate,^ the holj crown ; as the Lord commanded Mo> 
ses. 

And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's 
head, and anointed him to sanctify him* 

And Moses brought Aaron's sons and put coats upon . 
them, and gii^d them with girdles, and put bonnets 
upon them ; sis the Lord commanded Moses. '^ 

And Moses offered for them sin-offerings, and 
burnt-offerings, and the ram of consecration, and the' 
wave-ofiering ; and he poured blood round about the . 
altar. 

And Moses took of the Rnointing oil, and of the^ 
blood which was upon the altar, and sprinkled it upon . 
Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, 'atid 
upon hb Sons' garments with hM ; and sanctified Aa* 
ron, and his garments, and his ^ons, and his sons' gar* . 
ments with him. 

And Moses said unto Aaron and his sons. Ye shall * 
not go out of the door of the tabernacle of the congre* 
gation in seven days, until the days of your cpnsecmtS&&^'^ 
be at an end ; for seven days shall he consecrates' Vdu^'/. 
as he hath done this day, so the LoRd had Commanded 
to do, to make an atonement for you, ^ ''^**^ 

Therefore shall ye abide at the door of the taberna- 
cle of the congregation day and night, seven days, and 
keep the charge of the Lor d, tbat ye die not, for so I 
am commanded. 

c« So 
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S<9^ Ahttm and'his sons did all things which' the Lord 
commanded by the hand of Moses* 

i^NNOTATIONS^Airt) REFLECTIONS. 

.. As Moses was the mediator of the covenant^ he was 
in that character, allowed to offer the sacrifice of atone* 
ment for himself, and to dedicate the altar, but it is 
-e^ent* that he was. a sinner^ as well as the rest of' 
human-kind,' or he would not hiive stood in need of 
atonement:, we may suppose, ^tl)at fire front Heaven 
consumed the victim he offered. 

The Lord hinteeirstocttfic^d the fabemacle by His 
glorious PRESENCE. 

It was necessary to acquaint the people, that Akron 
^and his sons were chosen to the priesthood by Divine 
COinmand, that they Qiight honour them accordingly* 

The priests were washed by Moses, to signify ^^ that 
l^ne are clean in the sight of the Lord who ^e not 
purified by the mediator* 

The oil \nth which Aaron and his sons were anointed^ 
was a kind of liquid ointment, composed of myrrh, 
- cinnamon and other rich spices, mixed up with olive 
ml t and there was none to be made like it on pain of 
deatk. All the vessels of the tabernacle, as well as the 
jfi^eatfip were anointed with it, to signify that they were . 
iet apart from common uses as instruments of holy wor* 
ahip. 

To intimate that the priests had ho intrinsic holiness, 
thfey were required tp bring sacrifices to the mediator, 
that he might make atonement for them, s^d conse- 
crate them to the Lord ! 

With what joy must the Israelites have beheld the 
tabernacle when every thmg was placed in order, and ' 
prepared fdr their holding communion wit& the Lord 1 ' 

witm^ 
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With wliat jay should Christlaiif «nter into diese 
sacre4 places, in whichjthe Lord is eqaalljr present, 
though invisible ! ' 

Though priests have no intrinsic holiness, every ose 
ordained for the sacred offices of religion^ should be 
honoured and respected as the minister of God. . i 

SECTION V. 

THB FIRST SERVICE IN THB TAVRRNACI.B. 

Frmn Ltvit. €%ep. iz« 

AND it came to pass on the eighth day» that Moses 

called Aaron and bis sons, and the dders of Israel i 

and he said unto Aaron, Take thee a young cs3i form 

' sb-olfering,' and a ram for a bumt-^ermg, without 

hienish, and ofler them before the Lord* 

And unto the children of Israel thou -shalt qpeaic 
laying. Take ye a kid of the goats for a sin-offering ; 
'and a calf anfl a Iamb» both of the first year, wi|lioi|€ 
blemish, for a burnt ofiering ; also a bullock and a rani, 
for peace-offerings, to sacrifice before the Lord ; andai 
meat-offering mingled with oiU for to-day the Lor]> 
will appear unto you. 

And they brought that which Moses oommandeS 
before the tabernacle of the congregation : and all the 
congregation drew near and stood before the Lord. 

And Moses said, This is the thing which the Lord* 
commanded that ye should do : and the glory of the 
Lord shall appear unto you. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, and 
offer thy sin-offering, and thy burnt-offering, and make 
an atonement for thyself, and for the people : and offer 
the offering of the people, and maike an atonement for 
them ; as the Lord commanded. 

c^ y ^Aaron 
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Aaron therefore went unto the i^tar, and slew th« 
€tdf of the sin-offeringy which was for himself. 

And the sons of Aaron brought the blood unto him ; 
and he dipped his finger in the blood, and put it upon 
the' horns of the altar, and poured out the blood at the 
%l»ltom of the altar : but the fat, and the kidneys, and 
the caul above the liver of the sin-offering he burnt 
upon the altar;, as the Loud commanded Moses. 
. ^ And the flesh and the hide he burnt with fire, with- 
out the camp. 

- And he slew the iMimt-<^Efering: and Aaron^s sons 
presented unto him the blood, which he sprinkled 
round about upon the altar. 

And they presented the burnt-offering unto him, with 
the pieces thereof and the head ; and he burnt them 
upon the altar. 

And he did wash the inwards and the legs, and 
burnt them upon the burnt- offering on the altar. 

And he brought the peoples offering, and took the 
goat, which was the sin-offering for the people, and 
slew it and offered it for sin, as the first. 

And he brought the burnt-offering, and offered it 
according to the mannor. 

And he brought the meat-offering, and took an 
handful thereof, and burnt it upon the altar, beside the 
burnt sacrifice of the morning. 

He slew also the bullock and the ram for a sacrifice 
of peace-offerings, which was for the people : and Aa- 
ron's sons presented unto him the blood, (which he 
sprinkled upon the altar round about) and the fat of 
,the bullock, and of the ram, the rump, and that which 
i;overeth the inwards, and the kidneys, and the caul 
.above the liver ; and the breasts and the right shoulder 
Aaron waved for a wave-offering before the Lord^ as 
Moses commanded. 

Aa 
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And Aaron Kfted op his hand towards the pedfde^ 
aad blessed ^them-; and came down* from otSeanng of 1^ 
sm-offenng^ and the bumt-offenngyr and peace-offer- 
ings. 

And Moses and; Aaron went into the tabernacle ^f 
the congregation,, and came Out^ and blessed tbe^pe#- 
pie : and the glory of the Lorb appeared unto all the 
people. 

And there came a fire out from beforl^ the Laas!» 
and cumsumed upon the ^Itar the burnt-offermg^ and 
the fat: which when all the p^ofle saw, they ^o«ted^ 
and fell on their &ce8«. 

ANNOTATIOira AW REFLECTIONS, 

From this section we may form a good idea of the 
nature of the Jewish sacrifices^ and probably of the first 
sacrifices also offered by Cain and Abel> thoi;^! the 
Bumbev x>f offences being multiplied, and a particular 
deUrerance wrought for Israel, there were doubtless 
additional ceremonies* 

llie conditions of the sacrifices under the Mosaic 
Dispensation were, that the victims and offerings should 
be without blemish, and presented publicly before the 
congregation, in token that those for whom they were 
offered confessed themselves to be sinners, standing in 
need of redemption. In the New Testament, we see, 
what exact analogy these particulars bore to Christ; 
and we also find, that not only the victims, but the 
various sorts of sacrifices, bore an evident reference to 
Him. It was not the blood of bulls, or of goats, thai 
took away sin * ; but these animals were appointed as 
means of procuring, through ^azY^ in God's mercy, ah 
interest in the blood of the Gaeat Redeemer, of 

• Heb.x, 4. 
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whose human nature 9II the victims that were slain, 
according to the ordinances of ,G6d, from the time of 
^dam*8 fall to the crucifixion of our Saviour, were re- 
presentatives ; and as Goii had^ even before the world 
was created* determined to accept of the death of the 
KsbEEMBii, and knew that he would offer Himself on 
the cross for the redemption of mankind, it maj properly 
be said, that Christ was slain Jirom thejbundation of the 
world*, because His death operated, through Divine 
grace, long before it happened ; God, for the sake of 
ih9 salvation of mankind* considering that as actually 
done, which he foreknew would be done. 

Moses, by Divine appointment, as the Mediator or 
the temporal Covenant, purified and consecrated the 
priests, and made atonement for theih witli the blood of 
beastij BO that they were fit to offer sacrifices ; and the 
iaorifices they offered for themselves, expressive of their 
faithj procured them admittance into the earthly Taber* 
nacle ; but into the Tabernacle belonging to the Ever* 
tasting C<^nant, not made wit^ ^-^ ^^^ Ae toRD 
pitched, and -^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ Heaven itself +, none can 
ihter» whp are HQt purified by the Gjuat High 
)i^i£ST, n.or wiil any blopd avail, but tha4; of the Re,t 
putKliEU, the .true Paschal Laiitb. 

It is raftnifest, from this short view of the Jewish sa- 
prificesi that, under the first Covenanjt, there was no re-r 
mission of sins, without shedding the blood of an inna? 
cent victim, by way of atonement for the guilt of a sin- 
ner ; and we find from several text3 of Scripture, tha^ 
j^e first covenant was designed as a shadow of the 
Xverlasting Covenant. We jshould stedfastly bold fe^ 
the doctrine of atonement for the sins of the world by 
tbe blood of Christ* I^ must Jippear evident^ to m^ 

• Rev. xiii. 8. t Hcb ix. 11, 1«. 
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{^jujUoed reason, that we cannot clear ourselves from 
the guilt of sin ; for having once sinned, sinners we 
diould remain for ever in the sight pf God, because we 
cannot call back our ofiences, nor do any thing to sa* 
tisfy Divine justice; all our hopes of pardon then must 
arise from our reliance on the mercy of Gon ; and Goo 
has expressly revealed in the Scriptures, that it is in-* 
eimsistent with His justice to clear the guilty, without 
atonement ♦ ; how foolish, then, would it be to slight 
the means Gon has so graciously appointed for salva- 
tion, and to render ineffectual, through unbelief, the 
blood of Christ, with which he hath redeemed us to 
God, and opened a way to everlasting life and happi- 
ness ! — Had the Israelites despised the sacrifices which 
the Lord ordained, and relied on their own repentance 
only, they never could have obtained pardon, nor have 
been permitted to behold His glory on earth ; and if 
we, who have been ihitiated into the Christian Cove* 
nant, dei^tse the sacrifice of our Great Redeemer,. 
we shall never behold him in Heaven. 



SECTION VI, ,7 

OF THE SOLEMN FESTIVACS. 

The Israelites were required to observe a variety of 
holy timcsj besides the weekly Sabbath, particularly 
three great festivals, viz. the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, the Fea^t of Pentecost, and the Feast of Taber^ 
nacles. The first of these was joined to the Passover,^ 
which, as has b^en already related, was kept in remem-* 
brapce of the Lord's passing over the houses of th^ 

• See Exod. xxziv. 7% 

c 5 braelitesj 
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Israelites, when the first bom of the Egyptians were 
destroyed. 

The Feast of Pentecost, which was also called tiie 
Feast of Weeks, was the next : at this they offered die 
first produce of their wheat harvest, in acknowledgniefet 
that diey were indebted to Gob's bounty fat die in- 
crease of their corn. ^ 

The feast of Tabernacles was the third, celebrated 
when they had gathered in their com and fraits. The 
propriety of these institutions is so evident, that ther^ 
is no need of a comment on them. These probably 
made a part of the primitive religion of Mankind after 
the Fall. 

Besides these, were the Feast t»f the New Moons, 
the Feast of Trumpets, uid the great Day of Atone- 
ment. 

The first was designed to mark to the Israelites the 
beginning of every month ; and the method of keeping 
jt was by blowing a silver trumpet over their sacrifices^ 
to announce the appearance of the new moon. 

The feast of trumpets was observed with pecidiar 
sacrifices, attended with a sdlemn blowing of tmmpets ; 
an holy assembly was kept, it was held at the beginning 
of the seventh month ; this was counted the first month 
of the year for civil affairs, as that in which the pass- 
over was kept was for religious matters. 

The great Day of Atonement was the teilth day of 
the seventh month; it was appointed as a day of gene- 
ral fasting and humiliation, repentance and atonement 
for all the people. On this day the high priest, dressed 
in his richest garments, attended at tho door of the ta* 
bbmade, and after having made an atonement for him- 
« self and his house, hb took for the congregation ti^o. 
kids of the goats, and a ram for a burat^ffering. When 
be had presented the former at the door of the taber- 
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Bacle> be cast lots u|>on them, one for the Loki> and 
the other for the people : that goat which fell to the 
liOKD's lot was killed and offered as a sin-offerings but 
that for the people was preserved alive. The high prietft 
then took a censer full of fire from the golden altai^ 
and placed it as a sjdbol of the people's prayers on the 
mercy-seal, and having sprinkled the mercy- seat with 
the blood of the buUock» which had been slain as a sin* 
ofering for himself and his house, he went out takiU 
the goat that was devoted to die, and performed the 
same ceremony with some of its blood. After this the 
live goat was brought forth, and the High Priest laid 
his hands on its head, at the same time making a 
general confession over it of the people's sins ; as soon 
as thiff was done the goat was sent away to a land un- 
]BhiU>ited, and let loose in a wilderness. This was 
cidled the iScii^ Goat, and he was a lively symbol of the 
Satioub of the world, bearing the sin o( all mankind. 
On this day of the year alone thcf High Priest en- 
tered the H<dtf of HotieSf as a typ:^ of the Great 
High f^uiEST, who, after having past the veil of desh, 
entered into the Heaven of Heavens, and presented his 
own blood which had been shed as an atonement for 
the sins of the whole world *• 

On the three great feittivals all the males were to ap^ 
fear before the Lord, to assemble together in that place 
where the ark and the tabemade were fixed. The 
IsraeMtes reckoned their sabbaths, feasts, ^c. from sun* 
set one evening, tiU the same time the next. When 
they appeared before God at the great festivals, they 
were required Jto brii^ the titke^ or tenth part, of their 
com, wine^ and oil, and the first bom of their cattle^ 
but tb^ thenselvea were to partake in eating it, thoi^k 

• Heb.is. tt 
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the ff^atest pari was to ba gwoa th^ Priaftta ao4 
Levites. The first born of their sons were presented 
to the Iioao a few daya after their birth; butthejr 
were allowed to redeem them, by paying a small anna 
pf money ; such beasts as were not fit to eat» but usa^ 
ful for labour, w.ere also redeemed, by offering some 
iQther animal in their stead { a lamb for an asSf fiv ior 
atance. 

These ceremames, aiid others, which it is needless 
to enmnerate, served npt oq)y as sbadom pr types, of 
the benefits of the Everlastiog Covenant, but were usa^ 
ful in distinguishing the Israelites from all other nations^ 
fis an holy people, and the visible Church of Gon ; and 
also to enoplpy them in a variety of outward forms of 
religion ; th^y would otherwise have been tempted to 
follow the idolatries and superstitiosis of the surround- 
ing nations. 

As for the political or judicial law of the IsraeUtes, 
it is sufficielit to say, that the I»ord Gon condescended 
to be their King and Gifioemor, and appointed various 
Jdnds of governors under Him, as He thought fit. — 
The tabernacle may therefore be considered, not only 
as the residence of their Gon, hot the palace of their 
Kino also *• The Court of the tabernacle was the 
court of the Palace; the Holy of Holies wa/i his Pre- 
sence chamber; the Mercys-seat was his Throne/ Th^ 
Cherubims represented the Cherubims ^i haoven, and 
the priests were His ministers of state as King ; Moses 
us the mediator, and Aaron as high priest, His pdme? 
ministers. 

The shew*'bread, together with such a part of the s^ 
crifices as was given to the priests, represented provision 
/((»: the LoA9*8 hQuseb<dd» 4rc* wWtimrotb^^veQ* 

• Dr. WaUft'd YMw of teiptme Hiitorj. 
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AQIJI arove saado ftooi Ime to time, either capiaias^ 
jadge% or kings, Ih^ were but deputies to the Lord 
GoDf who pot than in, and dismissed them, at hif 
pleasttra* 

Among Aeir peet|liar tews, the Israelites had onf 
which strictly enjoined them to make no peace with 
the isvenoilUioiis of Canaaa ; avevj soldier, who in 
tinoe of war was afraid, might go home. 

Ib faqpect of their food, they were obliged to abstain 
from nany kinds of meat, but especially from blood; 
sad they were obHgf^ to wash themselves veiy fre- 
qneatly. 

In tfieir dress, a distinction was made between th« 
bsbits of the men and women, and they were required 
to put fringes on their garments, with a border of blue, 
that they might look upon it, and remember the com- 
mandments of the Lord. 

Every seventh year their land was to rest from sowing 
and {donghing, and God promised to give them food 
enough in the sixth year for two years. 

Every fiftieth year, which was called the year of 
Jubilee, all houses and lands that were sold were to rCf . 
turn to their former possessors. 

He who stole a man was to die for it ; and in all 
cases of real injury, or mischief, life was to pay for life, 
an ^e for an eye, a tooth for a tooUi, &c. And this 
was the j^alty of a fidse witness, who intended to 
bring misdiief on another. 

Hie usual punishments of cnminals among the Is* 
nelites were, a fine of money or cattle to be paid, or 
cutting qS firom the congregation, scourging or beat* 
lag (not exceeding forty-niae stripes), the loss of a 
Ihnh^ OK'the forfoUmre of life. 

Persons were cut off from the congregation various 
ways. In case of presumptuous rebellion against the 

♦ IjOKD, 
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L0SD9 they were sometiines deroted to sudden dettb, 
by a signal judgment firom Heaven. In some cases 
tii#y were put to death by the hands of the magistrate ; 
but in lesser crimes, it only meant being excommuni- 
catedy or exduded» for a thae, from the privileges of 
God's people. 

The usuid way of putting criminals to death was 
either by stoning them, or hanging them on a tree* 

We now see the Israelites, after having been deli- 
Tered in a most miraculous manner from Egyptian bond- 
age, formed into a nation having the Load God for 
their Kikg, and a body of laws of Divine institution. 
In these particulars they were honoured above all the 
people at that time upon ^eartb. It was not for any 
merit of their own, that God first separated them to 
Himself) but for the sake of the oath which He had 
sworn unto Abraham. They were redeemed from 
Egyptian bondage by his^^^ mercy; and after they had 
fbrfeited His Divine protection , they were saved from 
destruction, as a nation, by the same mercy, through 
ihe mediation of Moses, at whose intercession the 
Lord God promised to dwell among* them, and con- 
duct them to the plaoe of rest, which he had provided 
for them. The Lord accordingly caused a palace to 
be built for the habitation of His holiness, and ap- 
pointed ministers, &c. He also appointed means 
whereby atonement might be made for sin, and ac« 
oeptable services performed. But they were not to 
depend entirely on ritual observances ; these were ap- 
pointed as means ^ grace and receneiliatiou.; but it waa 
required, that they should also practice moral virtues^ 
and distinguish theposelves ih>m the heathens, by the 
purity and holiness of their lives and conversations *, 

* See Levitloot xis» xz« zzr. xxvk 
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by a ttrict adherence to truth, honesty^ sincerityy jm* 
tlce. Sec. — They were to l>anish fVom their minds hft* 
tred and revenge, and to cherish brotherly love and 
charity. If God's kindness produced these effects, they 
were encouraged to expect ftirCher blessings from Him ; 
but if they were disobedient, and abused His roerdesy 
and exercised cruelties towards their fellow-creatures, 
they subjected themselves to the seireritiet of His wrath, 
and could not be restored to His favour without re- 
pentance, atonement, and intercession; so that the 
Jewish constitution was designed of God as a scheme 
for promoting true reh'gion and virtue, and as a sha- 
dow of die divine things ♦• 

We may suppose, that the people nere very desirous 
of performing acts of religious worship, as soon as they 
had a place appointed for it ; and it was a great ad- 
vantage to them to have the mode settled, for it wm 
particularly necessary that their worship should be uni- 
form, and that they should agree in their service, a« 
they were to set an example of piety and holiness to 
die surrounding nations. 

The Mosaic institutions were excellently calculated 
to express the condition of men, as creatures and sinners^ 
and to awaken the attention of idolaters, and make 
tbem desirous of being received into a communi#D, 
which bore such evident marks of Divine appoint- 
ment. 

The generality of the Israelites did not onderntii^ 
the spiritual meaning of their own ceremonies in its 
fall extent; for the Mosaic Dispensation was the 
childish state of the Church of God f ; but as they knew 

* See a Key to the ApotloHc Writers prefixed to a Paraphrase 
en St. Paul's Epi&tle to tho Eomau^ hy John Ta^lori fourth edi- 
tion, published in 1697. 

t G«).hr. X,«,3,&c 

as 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( ^ ) 

M mach*ai were ettential to their sihratioA ,* and it is 
very satis&ctory to Christiansy to obsenre die agree- 
ment between the Covenant mad^^with Gon's^chosea 
people Israel, and thatVfaicb Was afterwardsiealed by 
the blood of Christ ; because the fulfifanent of th^ Di- 
vine promises under the one, is an earnest of the ful- 
filment of them under the other. Only let us do our 
party and we may be certain Goo will biAlMiy per- 
form his* 

SECTION VII. 

THS DEATH OF KADAB AND ABIHC . 

From LiviU Chap. x. 

Aki> Nadabtmd Abihu, the sons of Aaroo^ took 
rither of them hn censer, and put fire therein, and put 
incenscT tliereon, and offered strange fire before the 
Load, which he commanded tliem not 

And there went out fire firom the Lord, and de. 
voured them ; and they died before the Lord. 

Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the 
Lord spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that 
come nigh me, and before all the people I will be gl<l- 
rified. And Aaron held his peace. 

And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sens of 
Usziel the uncle of Aaron, and said unto them, Come 
Mar, carry your brethren, from before the sanctuary 
out of the camp. 

So they went near, and carried them in their coats 
out ^ the camp : as Moses had said. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazer and 
unto Ithamar his sons, Uncover not your heads, neither 
rend your clothes ; lest ye die, and lest wrath come 
upon all the people : hut let your brethren^ the whole 
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home of Jmmd, bewail the burning which j(be Loft» 
bathJdndled. 

And ye shall not go out from the door of the taber- 
xttde of the coiigr^ati<»iy lest je die : for the anoint- 
ing oil of the Lord is upon you. And they did ac«. 
cording to the worA of Moses. 

And the Lord spafte unto Aaron, saying. Do not 
drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with 
tbee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congrega. 
tion, lest ye di^; it shall be a statute for oTor through- 
out your generations : And that ye may plit difference' 
between hqly and unholy, and between unclean and 
dean ; And that ye may teadi the children of Israel a& 
the stetutes which the Lord hath spoken unto them by 
the hand of Hoses. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The crime of the rash young men, who were cut off 
in IQ awful a manner, was presumptuous sin. They were 
the order of friests, who took it by turns to bum in-^ 
ceiuiaon the golden altar. The Lord had sent fire 
trom Heaven to bmn the flrst sacrifices that were laid 
on this altar, this was called Holt/ Fire^ and it was the 
buMoess of the priests to keep it irom being extinguish- 
ed. Nadab and Abihu, regardless of the Divine com- 
mand, which Moses had declared to them, did no^ 
wait till it was their turn to burn incense, but took 
their censers (the utensils made for carrying the offer* 
ing to the altar) and performed what was instituted as 
a idemn act of praise, with indecorum and irreverence ; 
despising the Holy Fire, they made use of common fire, 
which was a great affiroat to the Divine Majesty. 

There 
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There is tome reason to suppose, firom the subsequent 
^mmand to the priests to abstain from wine, that Na- 
dab and Abihu were in a state of intoxication, from 
>aving indulged their appetites too freely with the por- 
tion that was allotted to th^nu The priests, being en* 
tirely devoted to the services of religion, were raised 
^ove the necessity of procuring subsistence for them* 
•elves ; and it was upon this account, that a certain por- 
tion of the sacrifices was appropriated to their mainte- 
nance. 

It was necessary to make an example of the first of- 
fenders, in ord^ to deter others from committing the 
like crime : accordingly we find, that the Holy Fire, 
which they despised, was made the instmnent of tb^ir 
punishment. 

Though from a difference of situation we never can 
be guQty of the very same crime for wluch these young 
men luffered, yet we may collect uaefuHnstruction from* 
the relation of it, which should warn us to observe the 
utmost reverence and devotion in every part of reli- 
gious worship. 

SECTION VIM. 

MOSSS NUMBERS THE PBOPLE^^THE ORDER OF BK-: 
CAMPMENT — THE LORD's BIrESSIllG. 

As the children of Israel were very numerous, and 
the Lord vouclisafed to be their King, He commanded 
Moses and Aaron to take account of his subjects ; and 
to regulate encampments, for they dwelt in tents, 
which they carried with them when they moved. When 
Jacob came into Egypt, his whole family consisted of 
i^eventy persons : they increased in two hundred and 

fifteen 
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fifteen years, to upwards of six hundred twenty-five 
thousand. We may justly suppose, that, besides thos^ 
which were numbered, thei*e were double the number 
of women y children, and sick persons ; amounting in 
the whole, to at least one million eight hundred seventy- 
one thousand one hundred persons. What quantities 
of food must fall daily from heaven to feed sudi multi- 
tudes ! God's promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
that " he would greatly multiply their seed,'* were 
now amply fulfilled. A very exact account was taken 
of the people, in order to distinguish what tribe and 
family every man belonged to. ** The whole* body 
of the people were divided into four large battalions, so 
placed as to inclose the tabernacle, and each under one 
general standard. The standard of the camp of Judah 
was first ; it consisted of the^tribes of Judah, Igsachar, 
and Zebulun, which pitched on the east side of the ta- 
bemacle. On the south side was the standard of the 
camp orReuben ; under which were the tribes of Reu- 
ben, Simeon, and Gad. On the west side was the 
standard of the camp of Ephraim ; under which were 
the tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin. And 
on the north side was the standard of the camp of Dan; 
under which was the tribes of Dan, Napthali, and 
Ashur. Between these four great camps and the ta- 
bernacle, were pitched the four lesser camps of the 
priests and the Levites, who had their attendants about 
it. On tlie east side encamped Moses and Aaron, and 
Aaron's sons, who had the charge of the sanctuary. 
On the south side were the Kohathites, a part of the 
Levites descended from Kohath, the second son of 
levi. On the west side were the Gershonites, another 
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branch of tli^Levke^ descended from Gershon, Levl'e 
^dest son. On the north side were the Merarites, the 
remaining part of the Levites, who sprung from Me* 
rari, Levi's youngest son.^ 

, ** This was the order vf the Israelites encamping ; 
and the method of their marching was thus : When* 
ever tliey were to decamp (which was always when 
tlie pillar of the cloud was taken up from the taber- 
nadej the trumpet sounded, and upon the first fdarm, 
the standard of Judah being raised, the three tribes 
whicji belonged to it set forward ; lipon which tfie ta- 
bernacle was immediately taken down, and the Ger- 
shonites and Merarites attended the waggons with the 
boardJB and staves of it. When these were on their 
inarch, a second alarm sounded ; upon which, the stand- 
fr4 of Reuhens cwn^^^ jdrssccd, rhh the three tnbes 
ynder it, bearing the sanctuary ; whicli, because it was 
holy, and not so cumbersome as the pillars and boards 
<^die t^[>emac)e, was not put into a;<vaggOfi; but c^c 
jied upon men's shoulder^. Next followed the standard 
of E^raira*s camp, with the three tribes belonging to 
it And last of all, the other three tribes, under the 
Standard of Dan, brought up the rear." Every things 
was contrived in a most excellent manner, to preserve 
regularity and decorum, and prevent confusion and 
jdisfHites: each person wias informed of his proper bu-^ 
^iness, and knowing th^t ill was settled by God's ap- 
pointment, they readily submitted to it : the Levites 
were particularly honoured, as a reward for their fide- 
lity to God, in slaying those who worshipped the golden 
calf. 

The camp of Israel must have made sTvilry beautiful * 
appearance i especially if we consider, that the glory of 
God wis manifested ufi^tbe drfdst of it. The tribe of 
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Jttdah had the pre-emmence. Jdhdi - w^ ntk: A4 
eldest 80D of Jacob; but thb partly fulfilled a prophecy 
which Jacob spake a little before Uk death *. 

To assure the people that ihey were under the di- 
vine protection^ and to excita^their gratitude^ the Lob o 
commaiitted Moses, to gire directions to Aaron and !his 
sons to pronounce the following blessing upon them^ 
when they assembled for public worship, which erery 
smcer^ worshipper might apply to himself, ** The Lord 
bless thee and keep thee; the Lord make his face to 
diine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the Lori^ 
lift up4he light of his counle&attce upon thee, and gito 
ttoe peace." ' 

Arfd the Lord gr^oudy promised tfiat he would 
pat his name upon Israd and bless them, so that it 
ihottld evidently appear that He had chosen thiem for 
hffi peculiar people. 

How gracious was the Lord in thus providing fbr 
die good order and happiness of his people ! — We find 
r^ulations were made for due subordination among the 
multitudes, which composed the great congregation t 
and it certainly must be best for every nation to have 
a distinction of ranks and orders, both ecclesiastical 
and civfl. 

The blessing of Ihe Lord, and the Divine promise 
which accompanied it,' were theliighest and most ho- 
nourable privileges bestowed upon the Israelite*. In ' 
imitation of Aaron and his sons. Christian ministers 
pronounce a blessing upon their congregations of a si- 
mifaf kind, founded upoh thcipfdmises of the New Tes- 
tament, The peace of GoTifVahichpazietTi aU knderstdndJ 
if^gt kiepyaiMt heatt$ and minds in the ImM^dge and" 

• See Sect li^ ToL i« 
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love of GoDf and of his Son Jesus Christ; and. the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
AVD THE Holy Gnosr, be amongst you and remain 
mth you ahoays.'* How earnestly should we all en- 
deavoulr tO obtain an interest in these inestimable 
blessings ! 

SECTION IX. 

THE PRXirCES OFFERINGS *• 

Whun every thing was completely in order, the 
princes of the people, the heads of tribes, advanced with 
great solemnity to present their offerings, which con- 
sisted of six covered waggons and twelve oxen, a wag- 
gon for two princes, and for each one an ox ; and each 
prince offered one silver charger, one silver bowl, one 
golden spoon, one young bullock, one ram, one lamb 
of the first year, for a burnt-offering ; one kid of the 
goats for a sin-offering ; and for a sacrifice of peace- 
offerings two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs 
of the first year. 

All the silver vessels >together weighed two thousand 
four hundred shekels, and the gold of the spoons one 
hundred and tweaty shekefo: so that «ach dish or 
charger weighed about sixty ounces, according to our 
weights^ each bowl about thirty-five ounces, and the 
golden spoons abbut five ounces a-piece. It pleased the 
Lord to assure Moses of ^is acceptance of these offer- . 
ings^ by speaking to him, as He^ had promised Wdo^ 
from between the ^herubinis on the Mercy-seat. After 
iUH ^ Lord commanded, that the Levites shoiil4 b* \ 

• See Numb. tu. tiB. 
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f urified, by washing wflh water, &c. and brougitt be* 
fore the Tabernade of the congregation; and that the 
whole assembly of Israel ehould be gathered togetheri 
and put ^eir hands upon the Lerites, idiich they did ; 
Aaron was then conunmded to offer then to the Lord^ • 
asanofiering from (he children of Israel^ to do ^e 
service of the Lord's House in theur stead. Aaron 
tken made an atonement for the Levttes, who were 
from that time wholly separated from the other tribes ; 
aod entered on thehr holy office ; ^ the Xord ac- 
eepted them, instead of aJl the first-born^ whom H^ 
had redeemed to Himself. 

The princes of Israel have left an example-to all per- 
sons, who are placed in exaked stations, to be fore- 
moit in acts of piety ; mid to be ready to em^^oy some 
portion «of their riches to the honour of God. 

By appointing Priests and Levites Himself, the 
Lord put an honour upon the priestly officei and 
ihewed, that those employed in his immediate service 
should be exempted from secular occupations, and re- 
garded as lioly persons. 

SECTION X. * 

7ai TASSOVER KEPT— A CLOUD (pUlDSTn THE 
ISRAELITES — THE PRAYERS Ot MOSXa. 

From^ NumberSf Chap* ix. Xt 

Aim tihe Lord spake unto Moses in the wllderBess 
ef Bmai, in the first month of the s^pnd year, after 
ihey were come out of the land of Egjrply saying, I«et • 
thechUdren of Israel also keep the passev^ at his ap- 
painted season. 

AmA 
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.Avd MmeB tpake unto the children of liriiel, that 
the)r should koep tho paMover. 

And they kept the passover on the fourteenth day of 
the first aidnth at even, ia the wilderness of Smai: ac-. 
cording to all that the Loan coounanded Moses, so did 
the children of Israel. 

And on the day that the tabernacle was reared uj^ . 
the cloud covered the tabernacle, namdy, the tent of 
the" testimony : and at even there was i4>on the taber-' 
nacle as it were the appearance of fire, until the movB- 
ing. 

So it was alway : the doud covered it by day, and 
the appearance of fire by night. 

And when the cloud was taken up from the taber<f 
nacle ^ then after that, the children of Israel journeyed: 
and in the place where the cloud abode, theare the chil- 
dren of Israel pitched their tents. 

At the commandmeBt of the Lord they rested in 
the tents, and at the cemiBandment of the Lord they 
journeyed : they kept the charge of tlie Lord, at the 
commandment of the Lord by the hand of Moses. 

And it came to pass on the twentieth day of the se- 
cond month, in the second year,' that the cloud was 
taken up^rom off the tabernacle of the testimony. 

And the children pf Israel look their journey^ out of 
the wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud rested in the 
wilderness of Parao; 

And they first took their joumey, according to the 
cemmaridmcnC of the Lord ^ the hand of Meaef^. 

Alad they /departed fii^om the mount ^ tile X^tii^' 
tlaref days journey DuidtlMiaifk of tb#covenaBt^lh« 
Lord went before thefp iR the IhN* dijrii jowrft^y, to' 
search out a resting-place fior thena. : ^ 

« A^d' 
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And the cloud of the Lord was upon tlierabyday, 
when they went^ out of tlie camp. 

And it came to pass when the ark set Torward^ that 
Moses said. Rise up^ Lord, and let thine enemies be 
scattered: and let them that hate thee, flee before 
thee. 

And when it rested, he said, Return, O Lord, unto 
the many thousands of IsraeL 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIQNS. 

At the first institution of the Passover, the IsraeHtea 
ate it in great haste in the land of Egypt ; but in the wil- 
derness they were ahle to celebrate it with more com« 
pesure of mind, and had time to explain to their chil- 
dren the origin of this institution. Surely, when they 
reflected what a wonderful 3'ear the last had been. ta 
them, how miraculeusly they had been assisted and de- 
livered from dangers, they must have entertained the - 
most exalted sentiments of the goodness of God ! How 
careful was God of His people ! who, if left to them- 
selves, would certainly have gbne astray ; nor are ChnV. 
tians less indebted to God's Providence, which pro- 
tects them from numberless dangers and distresses. 
We should therefore studiously endeavour to avail 
ourselves of His lioLY Word, which will afford as 
clear light to our minds in the way to Heaven, as the 
pillar of fire did to the eyes of the. Israelites in their 
journey towards the land of Canaan.* 

"By dlFering up pniyeis at the removing and resting 
of the Ark, IVfoses has set an example to governors f 
implore the blessing and guidance of Heaven in all im« 
portant undertakings. * 

yoL,iu D SECTION 
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SECTION XL 

THE BURNING AT TABERAH<— MURMURINGS AGAINST 
MOSES — MANNA LOATHED* 

From Numbers^ Chap, xi. 

And when the people complained, it displeased the 
Lord: and the Lord heard it; and his anger was 
kindled; and the fire of the Lord burnt among them, 
and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of 
the camp. 

And ^e people cried unto Moses ; and when Moses 
prayed unto the Lord, the fire was quenched. 

And he called the name of the place Taberah : be- 
cause the fire of the Lord burnt among them. 

And the mixt multitude that was among them fell 
a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again, 
and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat? We remem- 
ber the fish which we did eat in Egypt freely ; the cu- 
cumbers and the melons^ and the leeks, and the onions, 
and the garlick: 

But now our soul is dried away ; and there is no- 
thing at all, besides this manna before our eyes. 

And the manna was as coriander^seed, and the co- 
lour thereof as the colour of bdellium. 

And the people went about, and gathered it, and 
ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked it 
in pans, and made cakes of it : and the taste of it was 
as the taste of fresh oil. 

And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, 
the manna fell upon it. 

Then Moses heard the people weep throughout 
their families, every man in the door of his tent : and 
the anger of the Lord was kindled greatly; Moses also 
was displeased. 

And 
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And Moses said u*Md the Lord, Wherefore hart thbu 
rfKctcd thy servant? a»d wherefore have I not foimd 
favour in thy sight, that ."hou layest the burden of all 
this people upon me? Are ^l these people my chil- 
A-en, that thou shouldest say unu^ me, Carry them in 
thy bosom (as a nursing father bec?reth the sucking 
child) unto the land which thou swar.^* unto their 
fiidiers? 

• Whence should I have flesh to give unto^ ^^^ **"^ 
people? for they weep unto me, saying, Give us .^^^"' 
that we may eat. 

I am ndt able to bear aU this people alone, because 
it is too heavy for me. 

And if thou de^l thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, 
odt of hand, if I have found favour in thy sight; and 
let me ndt see my wretchedness. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Gather unto me 
seventy men of the elders of Israel; whom thou knowest 
to be the elders of the people, and officers over them; 
and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, 
that they may stand there with thee. 

And I will come down and talk with thee there ; 
and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and 
will put it upon them ; and they shall bear the burden 
of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyelf 
alone. 

And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves 
against to-morrow, and ye shall eat flesh (for you 
hanre wept in the ears of the Lord, saying, AVho 
shall give us flesh to eat ? for it was well with us in 
Egypt) therefore the Lord will give you flesh, and ye 
shall eat. 

Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days 

neither ten days, nor twenty days ; but even a whole 

month, until it come out at your nostrils, and it be 

D 2 loathsome 
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loathsome unto you : because that you have despised 
the Lord which is among you, and have wept befor« 
him, saying, Why came ye forth out of Egypt ? 

And Moses said. The people amongst whom I am, 
are six hundred thousand footmen ; and thou hast said, 
J will give them flesh, that they mfty eat a wholo 
month. 

Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for them, to 
suflice tliem ? or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered 
together for them, to suffice them ? 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Is the Lord's hand ; 
^"Vfaxed short ? thou shalt see now whether my word 
ahall come to pass unto thee, or not. 

And Moses went out and told the people the words 
of the Lord, and gathered the seventy men of the 
elders of the people, and set them round about the ta- 
bernacle. 

And the Lord came down in r cloud, and spake 
unto him, and took of the sjpirit that was upon him, 
and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came to 
pass that when the spirit rested upon them, they pro- 
phesied, and did not cease. 

But there remained two of the men in the camp, 
the name of the one was Eldsid, and the name of the 
' other Medad : and the spirit rested upon them and 
ihey were of them that were written, but went not 
out unto the tabernacle, and they prophesied in the 
camp. 

And there ran a young man, and told Moses, and 
said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the camp. 

And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, 
one of his young men, answered and said, My lord 
Motes, forbid thenu 

And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake i 
Would to Gfd that all the Lord's people were pro- 
phets. 
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phetSy i^d that the Lord would put his spirit upon 
them. 

And Moses gat him into the ca^p, he and the ddccs 
of Israel. 

And there went forth a wind from the Lord, and 
brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the 
eamp, as it were a day's journey on this side, and as ity 
were a day's journey on the other side, round a()outth^ 
camp, and as it were two cubits high, upon the face of 
the earth. 

And the people stood up all that day, and all that 
night, and all the next day, and they gathered the 
quails ; he that gathered least, gathered ten homers; 
and they spread them all abroad for themselves round 
about the camp. 

And while the ilesh was yet between their teeth, ert 
It was chewed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled 
against the people, and the Lord smote the peopk 
with a very great plague. 

And he called the name of that place, Kibroth- 
hattaavah; because there they buried the people that 
lusted. 

And the people journeyed from Kibroth-hattaavab 
unto Hazeroth ; and abode at Hazeroth. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Though we are told that the Israelites did eat manna 
for forty years, there is no reason to suppose, that they 
were confined entirely to that kind of food ; on the con- 
trary, it appears, that they were allowed by their law, 
nay required^ to eat a part of the beasts which were 
offered in sacrifices, with this restriction, that they 
D 3 should 
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afaould not eat either the blood or fat Of bread indeed 
they were destitute, for they were mere sojourners in 
the wilderness, and, having no fixed abode, they would 
have found it very inconvenient, if not impossible, tp 
cultivate the earth, so as to supply themselves with 
€orn and vegetables. Besides, sowing of grain would 
have been a sort of appropriation of that land, .which 
was not given to them ; and harvest work would have 
been extremely fatiguing in a barren wilderness; so 
that manna, being sent for bread, was a very signal 
mercy, for which they ought to have been daily thank- 
ful ; no wonder that sach ungrateful behaviour should 
provoke Divine justice to send judgments upon them. 

The mixt muUitude consisted of a number of people 
who went with iJi^ I::raelites out of Egypt; who not 
being of the lineage of Jacob, were rt^ ^umbered with 
^the others. It seems to have; been, by their suggestiQ0» 
that the Israelites repined at their condition the se- 
cond time; but the people of God ought not lo.ha^ 
been influenced by those who tempted them from their 
duty. 

It appears strange that Moses should express a^y 
4oubts of the Lord's ability to effect his purpose ; but 
we must consider, that he was not above the infirmities 
of human nature, and that he had a very severe trial of 
his meekness and patience. There was great reason- 
ableness in his remonstrances ; and God, who never 
exacts of his creatures what is inconsistent wltli the 
circumstances in which He is pleased to place them, 
suffered his arguments to prevail. God did not require 
Moses to bear the people alone^ who were become too 
turbulent for his sole management ; but endued others 
with a proportionable share of that Divine wisdom^ 
which had hitherto directed the judgment of Moses ]n 

his 
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bis government, that they might be able to assist hfm 
in the arduous task. 

The two men who are said to have prophesied in the 
can^ are supposed to have declined the i^umraons of 
Mosesy through excessive modesty* and a sense of un- 
worthiness ; but being approved of the Lord, the^r 
exercised the gifts of praying, preaching, and praising 
God, in some private tent, with evident marks of Di« 
vine inspiration. When the friends of Moses, through 
zeal for his honour, requested him to forbid them, he 
gave a striking instance of his zeal and public spirit. 
•« Enviest thou for my sake (said he). Would to God 
tiiat all the Lord's people were prophets, and that the 
Lord would put His spirit upon them/' — Every idea 
of personal honour, or distinction, vanished with Moses, 
when brought into competition with the good of his 
couDtr3rmen ; and he could cheerfully see odiers distio* 
guished by the same powers with himself, if by t&fa 
means the general interest might be promoted. "" 

We may conclude that quails were very deKcioos 
food, by the Lord's sending them to gratify the people's 
desire of dainties, and by the avidity with which th^ 
gaUiered them up. The threatenmg which had been 
denounced, was enough, ohe would* think, to caoitioa 
them against eating to excess ; but they set no bounds 
to Uieir appetites, and soon found the fatal effects of 
inordinate indulgence. From tliis portion of Scripi- 
ture we learn, that it is a duty to be contented with such 
things as God bestows ; and thl^ it is very wicked to 
desire any kind of enjoyment, which the statfe of life we 
are placed in by Providence will not admit of. And 
all Christian^ are admonished by h, not to desire to be 
under the bondage of sin for the sake of gratifying thelfr 
' sensual appetites, but rather to gather up with patience 
D 4 that 
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that sparitQal food, tvhich came from Heaven, evert the 
instruction of our Saviour ; though the depravity oT 
human nalore may^nder it less pleasing to their taste; 
irfnce the latter will nourish the* soul unto everlasting 
Kfe, white an abundance oi' the other will produce dis- 
eases, iktal in theiy effects^ both to body and soul. 



SECTION XIL 

AAltOK ANI> MIIUAM MURMUR AGAINST MOSES-* 
MIRIAM PUNISHED. 

From Numbers, Chap. xii. 

An2> Miriani and Aaron spake against Moses. 

And they said. Hath the Lord indeed spoken only 
by Mosesi Hath btf not spoken also by usf And the 
Lord, heard it. 

(Now the man Moses was very meek, alH>ve all the 
jQien which, weretipon the face of the earth.) 

And the Lord ^ke suddenly unto Moses and 
tmto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto 
the tabernftde of the congregation. And they three 
cameoul. 

And the Lord came down in the pillar of the doud, 
and stood in-tiie 4oor of the tabernacle, and called 
Aaron and Miriam ; and they both came forth. 

And he said, Hear now my words : If there be m 
jHTophet among you, I the Lord will make myself 
known unto him ia a visiop, and will speak unto hioA 
in a dream. ^ 

My servant Moses is not sc^ who is faithful in all 
nine house* 

With him jrill I speak mouth, to mouth, even a|>- 

parently> 
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parendy, and not in dark speeches; and the sioiilitude 
of the Lord shall he behold t wherefore then were ye 
not afraid ta speak against my servant Moses ? 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against them, 
and he departed. 

And the cloud departed from off the tabemaele, and 
behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow ; and 
Aaron looked upon Miriam, and behold, she was 
leprous. 

And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech 
thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done 
foolishly, and wherein we have sinned. 

And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, Heal her 
nowf O GrOD, I beseech thee. - 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Let her be shut out 
from the tamp seven days, and after that let her be pe- 
ceived again. ** And Miriam was shut out of Uie camp 
" seven days:** and the people journeyed not tiH Mi- 
riam was brought in again. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Aaron and Miriam were guilty of great impiety and 
presupaptlon towards God, as well as ingratitude to 
Moses, and acted from motives of envy and false pride» 
very displeasing to the Lord, or He would not have in- 
flicted such an exemplary punishment on Miriam. 
They now learnt from God, that they must not pre- 
sume to stand in competition with Moses ; for though 
they were occasionally endued with the gift of pro- 
phecy, still he was their superior, on account of his 
most honourable office of Mediator l^tween God and 
the Israelites, in which he had acquitted himself with 
the utmost fidelity. 

Aaron seems to have had an immetHate sense of his 
D 5 guilt, 
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gaSltt for he humbled himselfi and acknowledged hi0 
fault ; at the same time intreating Moses to ^roj for 
Miriam, which, agreeably to the usual meekness of his 
disposition, Moses instantly complied with* 

By the anger of the Lord being kindled, perhaps ifi 
meant, that flashes of lightning darted from the cloudy 
pillar, expressive of God's displeasure ; or the ea^pres- 
sion may signify, that their ofience was such as the 
Lord, imder that Dispensation, usually punished with 
sudden death. ^ 

The amiable behaviour of Moses affords an excellent 
lesson to those who have envious brothers or sisters; 
and Christians may learn from this lesson oot only to 
honour the character of Moses, but to consider, hf^w 
much more highly they pught to esteem the Mediator 
of the Christian Covenant, who is infinitely superior to 
Moses. 

Those who represent our Divine Redeemer as a 
mere man, a prophet only, are guilty of a similar of- 
fence to that of Aaron and Miriam^ but in a much 
greater degree. 

SECTION XIII. 

SPIES SENT TO SEARCH THE LAND OP CANAAN— 
THE TESTIMONY OF CALEB AND JOSHUA. 

From Deut, Chap, i. Numb* xiii. xiv. 

And when they departed from Horeb, they came 
through that great and terrible wilderness of Paran, as 
the Lord commanded them; and came to Kadesh 
Bamea ; and Moses said unto them, Ye are come unto 
the mountain of the Amorites, which the Lord our 
God doth give unto us. 

Behold the Lord your God hath set the land be- 
fore you ; go up and possess it| as the Lord God of 
. ' - thy' 
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thj fathers hath said unto yoa : fear not, neither be 

discouraged* 

And they came near unto him every one of them, 
and said. We will send men before us, to search out the 
land, and bring us word again by what way we must go 
up, and into what cities we shall come. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Send thoa 
men that they may search the land of Canaan, which I 
give unto the children of Israel : of every tribe ye shall 
send a man which is a ruler among them. 

And Moses, by the commandment of the Lord, sent 
them, and said, Go up into the mountain, and see the 
land what it is, and the people that dwelleth therein,, ^ 
whether they be strong or weak, few or many. 

So they went up and searched the land, and 6arae 

tmto the brook of £shcol, and cut down from thence a 

branch with one cluster of grapes, and tiiey bare it be^' 

. tween two upon a staff; and they brought of the pome«( 

granates, and of the figs. 

And they returned from searching of the land afteo 
forty days. 

And they came to Moses and to^ Aaron, and all 
the congregation, and said unto them> We eama 
unto the land whither thou sen test us, and sarely it 
floweth with milk and honey ; and this is the fruit 
of it. 

Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the' 
land, and the cities are walled, and very great: audi 
moreover, we saw the children of Anak there. 

The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south ; and ^ 
the Hittites, and tlie Jebusit'es, and the Amorites dwell 
in the mountains : and the Canaanites dwell by the Sea, 
and by the coast of Jordan. 

^ And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, aqd said,^ 
D 6 Let 
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Let 08 go up at once, and possess it; finr we are well 
able to overcome it. 

But the uien that went up with him. said. We be not 
able to go up agabst the people^ for they are stronger 
than we. ^ 

And they brought up an eril report of the land which 
they had searched, unto the children of Israel, sayings 
The land through which we have gone to search if, is 
aland that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all 
the people that we saw in it, are men of a great stature. 

And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, 
which come of the giants : and we were in our own 
sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight; 

And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and 
cried; and the peofde wept that mght. 

And all the children of Israel mumored agahist 
Moses, and against Aaron : and the whole congregation 
said unto them. Would Goi> that we had died in the 
land of Egypt, or would God we had died in this wil- 
derness. 

And wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto this 
land; to fall by the sword, that our wives and children 
should be a prey ? were It not better for us to return 
into Egypt ? 

And they said one to another. Let us make a captain, 
and let us return into Egypt. 

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before 
an the assembly of die cmigregation of the children of 
Israel. 

And Moses said unto them, Dread not; neiUier be 
afraid of them. 

The Lord your God which goeth before you, he 
shall fight for you, according to all that he did for you 
in Egypt before your eyes ; 

2 And 
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And in the wild^rn^ss^ where thou liast seen how 
that the Lord thy Gbi> bare thee at a man doth bear 
< his son, in all the way that ye went, until ^e came to 
^us place. 

Who went in the way before you to search you out 
a place to pitch your tents in, in fire by night to shew 
you by what way ye should go, and in a cloud by day. 
- And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh, which were of^hem that searched the land, 
rent thdr clothes. 

And they spake unto all the company of the children 
of Israel, saying, The land which we passed, through to 
search it, is an exceeding good land. 

If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into 
this land, and give it us ; a land which floweth with 
milk and honey. 

Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye 
the people of the land ; for they are bread for us : their 
defence is departed from them, and the Lord is with 
OS : fear them not. 

But all the congreation bade stone them with ftones : 
and the ^ory of the Lord appeared in the tabernacle 
of the congregation, before all the children of Israel. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

' It seems, that the people distrusted the Lord, and 
preferred the witness of men to tlte witness of God 
Himself; in consequence of which, they formed a 
scheme to satisfy themselves whether the land of Ca* 
naan was really worth the pains of conquest or not. 

Though it is not expressly mentioned, it appears, 
that Moses consulted the will of the Lord, who per- 
mitted him to indulge the wishes of the people* 

Tho 
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The crime of the ^>ie8 wai n^ fiAiehood, but disbe- 
lief of God's pvomises. It was very true, that the io^ 
habitauts of the country were such as they described i 
but the Lord had promised to send His fear before b« 
people *, to go up in the midst of them f ^ and assured 
them, that their enemies, however formidable, should 
£Edl before them ; that five of them should be able to 
chase an hundred ; and an hundred <^ them put ten 
thousand to flight % : they should therefore have repos- 
ed entire confidence in His Almighty aid, and not have 
compared themselves to grasshoppers ; for, supposing 
that their natural force was as unequal to that of the 
enemy they were to encounter, as the spies represented, 
they had seen that^. under the conduct of their heavenly 
King, even an army o£ grasshoppers § was irresistible by 
A powerful and warlike nation. 

In what an amiable light do Moses and Aaron ap- 
pear grieving for the wickedness of the Israelites, and 
endeavouring to awaken in their minds, those senti- 
ments of gratitude so jusily due to t^eir Divine Con«> 
ductor ! 

^ Caleb and Joshua gave an eminent example of faith ; 
and we shall find, that it did not lose its reward of the 
people. The arguments they employed to still the tu- 
mult, were perfectly just and reasonable ; for what is 
the most mighty nation, when their defence is departed 
firom them ? And who can overcome those, whose God 
is the Lord : and whom He hath chosen for his owii< 
inheritance ? 

It was very wicked in the spies to distrust the power 
of God, and disbelieve the divine promises themselves ; 
and they greatly increased their guilt by Imparting tlieir 

• £zod. xxiii. 27. + Ibid, xxxiii. 14. % Lev. xxvi. 8. 

§. Alluding to the plague of locusts in Egypt. 
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doubts and fcsurs to others ; cctmes of a sknilflr nftture 
are too often conunitted by Cbristians, nay even by those 
who profess to instruct, others. They read the Scrip- 
tures with pr^udiced miads, resolved beforehand to 
believe nothing but what they can fully understand by 
their own unassisted reaaon ; and for went of humility 
becoipe blind to the truths and conceive doubts, whicji 
they communicate to the world ; and lead niany a one 
intp a distrust of Gon's promises respecting the king« 
dem of Heaven ; but we should remember that it is our 
du^ to ^U^e all that is revealed, and promised in 
Scriypture. 

SECTION XIV. 

TH^ PUNISHMENT OF THE ISRAELITES, AND THE 
DI^TH OF THE SFJES* 

From Numbers, Chap. xiv. 

And the Loan said unto Moses, How long will this 
people provoke me ? And how long will it be ere they 
beUeve me, for all the signs which I have shewed among 
them? 

I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit 
them, and will make of thee a greater nation, and 
mightier than they. 

And Moses said unto the Itord, Then the Egyptians 
shall hear it (for thou broughtest up this people in thy 
might from among them.) 

And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land ; 
for they have heard that thou, Lord, art among this 
people, that thou, Lord, art seen face to face, and that 
thy cloud standeth over them, and that thpu goest be^ 
fore them, by day-time in a pillar of a cloyud^ and in a 
pillar of fire by night. 

Now 
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Now if thou shah kill all this people, as one man ; 
then the nations whieh hare heard the fkme of thee, 
will speak> saying, Because the Lord was not able to 
bring this people into the land which he sware unto 
them, therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness. 

And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my Lord 
be great, according as thpu hast spoken, saying, 

Hie Lord is long-suffering, and of great mercy, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no meaoB 
clearing the guilty: visiting the iniquity of the &the» 
upon the children, unto the third and fourth genera" 
turn. 

Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people, 
according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as 
thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt, even until 
now. 

And the Lord said, I have pardoned according to 
thy word : But as truly as I live, all the eartli shall be 
filled with tlie glory of the Lord. 

Because all those men which have seen my glory 
and my mjiracles which I did in Egypt and in the wil- 
derness, and have tempted me now these ten times, 
and have not hearkened to my voice ; Surely they shall 
not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, nei- 
ther shall any of them that provoked me see it ; But 
my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with 
him, and hath followed me fully ; him will I bring into 
the land whereinto he went ; and hisr seed shall p^sse^ 
it. 

To-morrow turn you, and get you into tlie wilder- 
ness, by the way of the Red Sea. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, and unto Aaron^ 
saying. How long shall I bear with this evil congre- 
gation which murmur against me ? I have heard the 

murmuringt 
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murmurings of the children of Israel, which they mur- 
mur against me. 

Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith the Loud, 
ms ye have spoken in mine ears, so will 1 do to you : 
Your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness ; and all that 
were numbered of you, according to your whole num- 
ber, fron^ twenty years eld and upwards, which have 
murmured against me. 

Doubtless ye shall not come into the land concern- 
ing which I sware to make you dwell therein, save 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of 
Nun, 

But your little ones, which ye said slnould be a prey, 
them will I bring in, and they shall know the land 
which ye have despised. 

But as for you, your carcasses they shall fall in this 
wilderness. 

And your children shall wander in the wfWeme«i 
forty years. 

I the Lord have said, I will surely do it unto all this 
.evil congregation, that are gathered together against 
roe; in this wiWerness^ they shall be consumed, and 
there they shall die. 

And the men which Moses sent to search the land, 
died by the plague before the Lord, but Joshua and 
Caleb lived still. 

And Moses told these sayings unto all the children 
of Israel : and the people mourned greatly. 

And they rose up early in the morning, and gat them 
up into the top of the mountain saying, Lo, we be 
here, and will go up unto the place which the Lohd 
hath promised: for we have sinned. 

And Moses said. Wherefore now do you transgress 
the commandment of the Lord? but it shall not 
prosper. 
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Go not upy for the Lord is not among you ; that ye 
be BOt smitten before your enemies. 

For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there be- 
fore you, and ye shall fall by the sword: because ye 
are turned away from the Lord; therefore the Lord 
will not be with you. 

But they presumed to go up unto the hill-top : never- 
theless, the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and 
Moses departed ilot out of the camp. 

Then the Amalekites came down, and the Canaanites 
which dwelt in that hill, and smote them, anddiscom« 
fited them, even unto Hormah. 



ANNOTATIOKS and REFLECTIONS. 

There Is great reason to suppose, that when ^^ 
Olory of the Lord appeared, Moses approached the 
Tabernacle, to learn the Divine will. 

The offence, which the people had committed, in 
resolving to quit the guidance of the Lord, and elect 
« captain for themselves, that they might return to 
Egyptian bondage, instead of taking possession of the 
land he had designed for them, was an open act of re- 
bellion against their Heavenly King: the men, who 
were guilty of it, forfeited eveiy privilege, which, as 
His people, they might have claimed, and Divine jus- 
tice was provoked to cut them off. An utter end would 
Xkow have been put to the whole nation, had not the 
Lord in his infinite mercy resolved, that the inter.' 
cession of their mediator should prevail. That Moses 
might have an opportunity of pleading for Israel, the 
X^RD informed him of the impending judgments. Mo. 
ges, knowing the may ^ the Lord^ and that, though 

He 
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He would not clear the guilty without nlonMMftt aad 
intercession, He would pardon iniquity and sin * ; and 
that he was merciful and gracious, had recourse to the 
argument he used once before, and entreated theLoROi 
for the honour of His own great name, not to extirpate 
His people. The Lord, according to the greatness of 
His mercy, spared the nation, as Moses requested ; but 
pronounced a just sentence on that generation, which 
had offended His Divine Majes^. They were axdud* 
ed from the land they had despised, and condemned to 
die in the wilderness ; and the spies, who had been the 
first instigators of the sedition, were killed by the pesti- 
lence, to strike terror into tlie rest, and shew from what 
a fate they were delivered. But the Lord, mindful •£ 
His Covenant to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, trans- 
ferred the blessing to the younger part of their posterity. 
Til* JiCCplC mC^ ]}*''^9ai to Uiink of the value of the 
land they had lost ; but their rep6r.tsrictr came too late ; 
and though they were eager to obtain it, their utmost 
efforts could not succeed, for the Lord refused His 
aid. 

The royal Psalmist taught his subjecU how to apply 
tliis portion of Scripture to themselves f . " To-day 
(says he) if. ye will hear His voice, harden not your 
hearts, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temp- 
tation in the wilderness, when your fathers tempted 
me, proved me, and saw my work; unto whom I sware 
in my vtrrath, that they should not enter into my rest." 
—And the Apostle to the Hebrews shews, that it is 
equally applicable to Christians j:. 

The Israelites turned their backs on the land of Ca- 
naan, and undervalued the blessings of Providence ; on 
which account they were deservedly excluded from the 

• Exod. xxxir. r. t Psahn xpr. % Heb. iU. 7. 
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jpossestion of them.^— If their case was deplorable, Who 
forfeited an earthly inheritance^ y^hat will that of Chris- 
tians be, if they lose an eternal one ? The Lord, it is 
true, is gracious and merciful, long-suffering, and of 
great goodness ; but He will withdraw Hb favour at 
last from us also, if we despi&'e it ; and, without HiJi 
assisting Grace, our spiritual enemies will conquer us, 
as the Amalekites conquered the disobedient Israelites; 
let ut therefore, as the Apostle advises, — * * Take 

• heed that there be not in any of us an evil heart of 

• unbelief, in departing frotn the living God; but let 

• us exhort one another daily, while it is called to day, 
^' lest any of us be hardened through the deceitfulnesa 
^ of sin.* 



SECTION XV, 

THE SABBATH-BREAKER STONED— THE DEATH OF 
KORAHy DATHAK, AND ABIRAM. 

Mosss has not transmitted. to us any account of a 
number of events, which must have happened during 
the Israelites wandering in the wilderness ; for they 
were not to be recorded, as the generation they related 
to were blotted out from the inheritance of Canaan ; 
but there were some very striking incidents, which 
, afford lessons of general instruction, these he has pre- 
served, and we will not pass them over. 

The Israelites had been repeatedly commanded to 
keep the Sabbath-day holy ; and we have reason to be- 
lieve, that they complied, at least outwardly, with the 
ordinances of God, while they wandered in ihe wilder* 
Bess ; for, we read, that, during that period, i man was 

• Heb. m,12,l3. 
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found gathering sticks on the Sabbath-day*; those wh« 
caught him in the fact, knew not what course to take, 
ihey therefore brought him before Moses and Aaron, 
. und all the congregation ; as this was the first offence 
•f the kind, it was thought proper to commit him to 
prison, till the will of the Lord was enquired; the re- 
salt of the enquiry was, that the offender should be put 
to death : he was accordingly carried without the camp, 
and stoned with stones till he died f • A young man, 
who blasphemed the name of the Lord, and cursed, 
was punished in the same manner. 

The distinguishing honour which it had pleased God, 
for the good of the people in general, to confer on Moses 
and Aaron, occasioned envy in the minds of' Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram : the first was a near relation to 
Moses j:. These seditious persons aspired to those holy 
offices to which the Lord had appointed Moses and < 
Aaron ; and were desirous to overturn the government, 
in order to assume equal power uitb God's ordained . 
ministers ; by their artful insinuations, they inflamed 
the minds of many others, who a^e said to have been . 
ntcn (^rtnovm^ who ought therefore to have entertained 
nobler sentiments. Their number amounted to two 
hundred and fifty princes, who assembled together and 
severely reproached Moses and Aaron, for exalting 
themselves above the rest of the congregation, aecusing 
them of arrogance and injustice. 

Moses was so greatly affected with their impiety ta 
God, and unkindness to those who bad laboured, with > 
unremitting care, for their welfare, that he fell on his 
6ce before them ; expressing by thi^ action both sorrow . 
sad humilitj ; he calmly remonstrated with them, and 

* Nunyb. Zf • 52. t Ler. sxiv, 101 % Namb. zvL^. 
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desired that they would leave the^roo/*to God; requir« 
ing them to attend on the morrow, each man with his 
censer in his hand. They readily acceded to his pro- 
posaly and departeds One would naturally suppose^ 
that as Moses had^ given them so many hours for re.« 
flection, they would have recollected how impropeif 
their behaviour was, and declined the trial ; but mstea i 
of doing so, they employed the intermediate time fix 
persuading all the congregation to support their claiijo, 
and at the appointed houi^ appeared with censers in 
their hands, attended by those ungrateful Israeli'ies» 
who seem to have gladly seized every opportunity* of 
expressing their murmurs and discontent. 

As soon as they were come to the door of the ta ber- 
nacle, and the princes h^d laid incense on their cen sers, 
th« Glort of thb Lord appeared, and God com- 
manded Moses and Aaron to separate themselves, that 
he might in a moment destroy the impious multitude; 
but these good men fell on their faces, and intrcnited 
the Lord to spare the nation. The Lord graciously 
heard their prayer, but caused the earth to open, and 
si/(^low up alive Korah, Dathan, and Abiram : and fire 
came out of the ground, which destroyed those men 
who dared to appear before the Almighty in such a 
cause, and all who belonged to them. 

The people were struck with the utmost constema- 
tion, expecting to share their fate ; but the Divine cora- 
pai^on interposed in their behalf, and they were only 
commanded to preserve the censers; which were, as a 
memorial of this wonderful event, afterwards made a 
cotering for the altar. 

The behaviour of Moses and Aaron, on this trying 

occasion, was truly amiable, for they did not suffer 

private resentment to operate in the least :Vhhout 

♦ doubt. 
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doubt, they made use of every argument to remove the 
unjust suspicion of the people, and then implored the 
Lord to turn their hearts ; but^ as they were so pious, 
and entertmned the highest veneration for the Supreme 
Being, it was natural to desire that God might give 
some signal proof that the priesthood was really of 
Divine institution ; otherwise there would have been 
perpetual commotions in the congregation, and the 
honour of God would have been continually in- 
salted. 

It is shocking to read of the folly and ingratitude of 
the Israelites* ; but we are told that, on the very next 
morning, the congregation which had been so graciously 
delivered by the mercy of God, at the intercession of 
Moses and Aaron, once more assembled with clamour 
and reproach ; accusing them for having (as they said) 
shin die people of the Lord. The Glory of the 
Lord again shone forth in vindication of his insulted 
servants, who, far from wishing for the destruction of 
these inconsiderate wretches, as soon as they perceived 
that a plague was begun, had immediate recourse to 
the ordinance whiqh God had appointed as a means 
of reconciliation : Aaron, by the desire of Moses, took 
a censer with some of the holy fire from the altar, and 
made an atonement for them ; and the Lord graciously 
rewarded their benevolent purposes, by granting them 
the heart^felt delight, which those exalted minds must '^ 
necessarily feel, who can pratfjbr those tnAo despiiefuUy 
we them^ and return good far evU. 

It pleased God to appoint another monument, to 
commemorate the contest between His ministers and 
these pretenders to the priesthood. He spake unto 

* Numb. x?i. 41* t NumK zvii. 
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MoseSy that he Bhould command the «hief pjriiices of 
Israel, or heads of tribes, to bring each man a rod, with 
the name of his tribe written upon it. And the Le- 
vltes were required to write the name of Levi upon 
their rod^^ 

As soon as they were collected, Moses^ by Divine AU 
rection, laid the rods before the Lord in the taberna- 
cle ; and, to his great astonishment, when he went to 
iQok at them in the morning, he found that t}ie rod of 
Levi had put forth buds and blossoms, and even yielded 
aimoAds. Moses immediately brought them forth, md 
exhibited the miracle to ail the people. There is no 
doubt, but sufficient care was taken to prevent coliu* 
sion, and that every one h4d noarked his stick or rod, 
so as to be able to know it again ; they could not there- 
fore dispute the decision, whicii was so evidently in &• 
vour of Aaron. God gave command, tliat from that 
day none but the sons of Aaron should presume to come 
into the tabernacle on pain of death. 

How graciously kind and condescending was God to 
this stubborn people ! giving them continual proofs of 
his power and providence, and ordaining memorials, 
both of his judgments and mercies, to remain for the 
satisfaction of succeeding generations. 

The rod of Aaron was preserved in the Ark,, or laid 
up by it, for a number of years, and certainly was to 
be se^ at the time Moses wrote hiit history. 

The people were so affected, with this last miracle, 
that tliey fell from presumption to despair^and expressed 
apprehensions, that if they approached the Tabernacle, 
they should die ; not considering, that those who pe- 
rished, brought destruction on themselves, excepting 
indeed the children of the men who were swaBowed up 
alive ; but we must remember, that they would have 
b^D in a very helpless situation^ had they survived their 

parentsi 
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parents ; and as tbey died innocent^ tiiere is no douH 
but Divine goodness removed them jto a happier state. 

Suitable reflections upon this Section will naturally 
arise from the punishment of the men who broke the 
Sabbath, and of those who dishonoured the priesthood. 

SECTION XVL 

MOSBS AND AAROK OFFEND THE LORD BY STRlKINa 
THE ROCK. 

From Numb. Chap, xx. 

Then came the chil^en of Israel, even the whole 
. congr^ation, into the desert of Zm> in the first month : 
and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died 
there : and was buried there. 

And there was no water for the congregation ; and 
they gathered themselves together against Moses, and 
against Aaron. 

And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying* 
Would God that we had died when our brethren died 
before the Lord. 

And why have ye brought up the congregation of 
the Lord into this wilderness, that we and our cattle 
should die there ? 

And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of 
Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place ? it is no place 
of seed, of figs, of vines, or of pomegranates, neither is 
there any water to drink. 

And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the 
assembly, unto the door of the Tabernacle of the con* 
gregation, and they fell upon their faces : and the glory 
of the Lord appeared unto them. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. Take 
the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, l!hou 
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and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock be* 
fore their eyes^ and it shall give forth his urater, and 
thou shalt Bring forth to them water out of the rock: 
so thou shalt give the congregation, and their beatfti 
drink. 

And Moses took the rod from before the LorB; as 
he commanded him. 

And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregatum 
together before the rock, and he said unto them. Hear, 
now, ye rebels ; must we fetch you water out of this 
rgck ? 

And Moses lift up his hand, and with his rod he 
smote the rock twice : and the water came out abun- 
dantly, and the congregation drank, and thdr beasts 
also. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, Be- 
cause ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes 
of the children of Israel ; therefore ye shall not bring 
this congregation into the land which I have given 
them. 

This is the water of Meribah, because the children 
of Israel strove with the Lord : and he was sanctified 
in them. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It was now the fortieth year after the departure of 
the Israelites out of the land of Egypt ; and they were 
once more drawing towards the land of promise. They 
abode in Kadesh, not Kadesh-Barnea, which was on 
the borders of Canaan ; but another Kadesh on the con* 
fines of Edom ; farther off from the land of Canaan, 
but in the way to it from the Red-sea, to which they 
h^ been hurried back. 

The greatest number of those persons, who came out 

of 
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•f the land of Egypt, vrert dead ; we are therefore t« ' 
consider this and the succeeding part of the history, as 
relating to the next genenition (their children), to 
whom the Lord had transferred the inheritance of the 
promised land, of which he was about to put them ia 
possession. 

It was the duty of Moses and Aaron, as the Ministers 
of God, to follow the Divine commands with the cx- 
tctest punctuality ; but instead of speaking to the rock 
in the name of th^ Lord, Moses stnick it. This actios 
had a direct tendency to dishonour Gop in the eye9 of 
tiie people ; for Moses did not even mention His Holj^ 
Name, but seemed desirous to take the glory to himself 
and his brother. — Must WEjetch water out of this rock, 
ye rebels? and Aaron appears to have agreed with him 
in sentiment. And, we find, that they not only dis- 
obeyed the commands of the Lord, but on this ocda- 
uon, disbelieved His promise. Perhaps Moses and 
Aaron imagined they should never obtain the rest they 
had lived in expectation of finding in the land of Ca* 
naan: of this we may be certain, that both their 
thoughts and actions were very sinful, or the Lord 
would not have punished them so severely. Moses, 
who relates the transaction, does not attempt to ex- 
culpate himself, and makes no complaint of injustice 
done him ; with his usual meekness, he yielded to the 
Divine wUl, and resolved to regulate his future con- 
duct, by a steadfast regard to the honour of God ; and 
we may be certain, that the Almighty recompensed 
him for his disappointment of an earthly Canaan, by 
hopes of a better rest in a world to come, or he could 
not have sustained himself as he did, in a variety of 
subsequent trials. Had the Lord passed over this of- 
p 2 fence^. 
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^ence, ft would have shewed Him to be a respeder tf 
persons *y which the Scripture assures us He is not. * 

In this part of Sacred History we have a very affect- 
ing instance of the weakness of human nature, whieh 
-should teach us to have a constant guard on our own 
hearts. If those faithful servants, Moses and Aaron, 
who made the law of God the general rule of their 
actions, erred in some particular instances, to what 
a height of wickedness will those arrive, who totally 
disregard it! 

SECTION XVII. 

THE DEATH OF AARON. 

To a a number of years, the Israelites moved about 
from place to place in the desarts of Arabia, but 
chiefly about the mountains of Jdumea, till almost all 
that generation of men, which came out of E^ypt, 
were dead : at length the camp came to Kadesh in the 
wilderness of Zin ; and Miriam died and was buried 
there. 

f While they remained in this place, Moses sent 
messengers unto the King of Edom, entreating that he 
would consider the Israelites as brethren, and permit 
them to pass through his land ; assuring him, that the 
people would do no kind of injury to the fields and 
vineyards, or commit any hostilities, but march quietly 
along the king's highway, till they had passed the 
borders of Edom. This message Moses sent in conse- 
quenqe of a 'command which he had received from the 
Lord, who, having destined Mount Seir as a posses- 
sion to the descendants of Esau, would not permit the 
descendants of Jacob to supplant them. 

• Acts X. 54. t Numb. xx. 14. 
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The King of Edom, so far from complying with the 
reasonable request of Moses, came out against the Is- 
raelites with a powerful army; on which the latter, 
agreeably to the will of God, took another route, and 
soon after encamped at mount Hor, not far from the 
borders of £dom. By thus opposing the Israelites, the 
Edomites shewed, that the old enmity of Esau to Jacob 
was transmitted to their posterity. The time was not 
yet come, at which the descendants of the elders were 
to serve the younger ♦ ; therefore the Israelites were 
enjoined not to annoy the Edomites. 

+ When they were settled in mount Hor, the Lord 
gave notice to Aaron of his approaching death, inform- 
bg him, that, on account of his late disobedience, he 
should not enter into the land of Canaan : and soon 
'^ after God commanded Moses to take Aaron and Elea-. 
zar his son to the top of the mount, and there to strip 
Aaron of his priestly garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son. Moses accordingly w^nt up the moun« 
tarn with Aaron and Eleazar, in the sight of the whole 
congregation, and did as the Lord required; and 
Aaron died on mount Hor. The loss of their High 
Priest was a great affliction to the people, and they be- 
wailed his death, with the usual solemnities, for thirty 
days. Aaron was buried by Eleazar his son in some 
cave on mount Hor ; but the place of his interment was 
kept from the knowledge of the Israelites ; perhaps 
from an apprehension that, in after ages, they might 
pay some superstitious worship to him ; or probably to 
prevent his remains from being removed by the Ara- 
bians, among whom they then dwelt. Aaron was an 
hundred and twenty-three years old when he died on 
mount Hor. 

• Gen. xxT. ZZ, t Numb. xx. 2J. 
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It must have been a very painful and affecting office 
to Moses to strip his beloved brother of the sacred vest- 
ments, and afterwards to witness his death, and assist 
at his interment ; and we can scarcely suppose, tliat 
the Lord God, gracious and mejxiful, would have 
called him to such a trial, without supporting his mind 
under it, by assurances that he should meet Aaron again 
in a better world ; neither could Aaron have gone 
through the awful solemnity of resigning the priesthood 
and his life, with calmness and resignation, if he had 
been devoid of similar expectations ; for these are the 
only comforts that can possibly reconcile the mind to 
approaching death, and the loss of beloved friends: 
supported by these, the departing spirit looks forward to 
the joys of futurity ; and the surviving mourner sub- 
mits withou repining, to the will of Heaven. 

Aaron, on the whole, acquitted himself \n the holy 
office, to which he was appointed by God, v^ith great 
propriety ; for, excepting in the matter of the golden 
calf, when he suffered his inclination to be over-ruled 
by the idolaters through fear, and in the instance of dis- 
believing the Lord's prorai«e, when Moses struck the 
rock, we read of no act of disobedience that he was 
guilty of. The author of the book Ecclesiasticus bears 
honourable testimony to his character ; and teaches us 
to venerate his memory, as one who was chosen by 
Divine command out of all men living to offer sacrifices 
to the Loud, incense and a sweet favour, and to make 
reconciliation for his people*. How merciful was the 
LoiiD» in continuing the priesthood and sacrifices, even 
after the nation had so highly offended Him. By this 
means every individual , who composed the generation 
He in His just anger excluded from Canaan, had an op- 

♦ Eccliis. xlr. 
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portunity of expressing his repentance, and of being' 
reconciled to his God, so as to obtain, through His in- 
finite mercy, an interest in the. promises of an eternal 
inheritance *, to be fulfilled after the Mediator of the 
Newr Covenant should have made atonement fpr the 
sins of the whole world,. 



SECTION xviir. 

THE BRAZEN SERPENT SET UP IN THE WILDERNESS. 

From Numb. Chap.xxi. 

And when King Arad the Canaanite, whieh dwelt 
Vk the south, heard tell, that Israel came by the way of 
the spies ; then he fought against Israel, and took^ome 
ef them prisoners* 

And Israel vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, If 
thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand,, then. 
I will utterly destroy their cities* 

And the Lo hd hearkened unto the voice of Israel,, 
and delivered up tlie Canaanites : and they utterly de- 
stroyed them, and tlieir cities : and he called the name 
of the place Hormah.. 

And they journeyed from mount Hor, by the way of 
the Red Sea, to compass the land of Edom ; and the 
soul of the people was much discouraged because of 
tile way. 

And the people spake against God, and against 
Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt, 
to die in the wilderness ? for there is no bread, neither 
is there any water ; and our soul loatheth this light 
bread.. 

• HeK ix. 15. 
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And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people : 
and they bit the people and much people of Israel died* 

Therefore the people came to Moses, and said. We 
have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and 
against thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away 
the serpents ftom us : And Moses prayed for the peo- 
ple. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery 
serpent, and set. it upon a pole : and it shall come to 
p^ss, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh 
Mpon it, shall live. 

And Moses made a serpent of bra^s, and put it upon 
a pole : and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten 
any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he 
lived* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Though it was thirty*eight years since the spies were 
sent into the land of Canaan, the remembrance of them 
remained; and, without doubt, the imhabitants had 
been, from that time, suspicious that an attack would 
be made on them by the Israelites : they therefore im- 
mediately took the alaroQi when they found that the 
people advanced by the very road the spies had taken, 
and it appeared necessary to repulse them in time. 
Most likely, it was to try the Jaith of the Israelites, that 
some of them were permitted to fall intb the hands of 
Arad; and to shew them, that humility and repentance 
would restore them to the divine favour, God blessed 
th6m with success, when they addressed themselves to 
him as became their condition. 

The wilderness, through which the people were at 
that time passing, was greatly infested with winged ser« 

pents. 
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pents, very venomous creatures, whose bite occasioned 
a pain like the burning* of fire, which generally proved 
mortal. The great Creator, who has power over all 
the works of his hands, restrained them from hurting 
His people, till they became quite insensible of His 
mercies ; and then He sent these serpents to sting them» 
as a judgment upon them ; but as soon as they confess- 
ed their sin, the Lord had compassion on them, and 
appointed a mean by which they might testify their 
faith, and be preserved from the dreadful effects of this 
Tisitation. The very extraordinary method which God 
took to relieve the people, shewed, that their recovery 
wasHis li^ork. It was not by the application of herbs 
or mollifying plaisters, that they were restored to health ; 
neither were they saved by the^^hing that they saw, 
but by Him who is the Saviour of all *. The brazen 
serpent was a aign of salvation, to put them in mind of 
the Covenant of Gov. His adopted sons were chastised 
for their sins, that they might remember His commands ; 
but when they turned unto their God with repentance 
Bud faith, the teeth even of venomous serpents could 
not destroy them ; for His mercy was ever over them, 
and they were quickly saved. 

We are taught by our L«rd Himself, to consider the 
brazen seipent as a type of the Saviour of the world. 
* As Moses lifted up the brazen serpent in the wilder- 
ness, (said He) so must the Son 6fMan be lifted up, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perie/i, 
but have everlasting life f.' 

How frequently does it happen, that Christians, who 
are taught to consider themselves as journeying to 
a place of everlasting rest, -are discouraged by the diffi- 
culties they meet with in the way! Sometimes they 

^J^ WiflUom xvi# t John iii. 14. 15. 
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are even tempted to murmur against Providence, and to 
despise and undervalue the blessings which are actually 
in their possession, because they have not every thing- 
they desire. In njercy to them, the Lord sends chas- 
tisements upon them, to awaken their minds to a sense 
of their duty. They confess their sin^ and God takes 
compassion on them ; but He does not clear the guilty *» 
They must, therefore, look up to the Cross o/* Christ 
for pardon : the blood, which was shed on that, has 
made atonement for the sins of the whole world ; and 
nothing farther is required to secure the salvation of 
each individual, but their own sincere repentance, and 
a lively faith in God's mercy through Christ. 

SECTION XIX. 

THE AMOaiTES DESTROYED. 

The laraelises continued their marclies between the 
countries of Moab and Ammon, without committuig 
any hostilities; for such was the will of the Lord. 
As they were now become patient, God was pleased to 
afford them a miraculous supply of water from the 
sandy ground ; at length they came to the country of 
the Amor^tes f ; from hence Moses sent ambassadors 
to Sihon their king, demanding a passage through 
his dominions, and offering to pay for the supplies he 
and his people should afford to the Israelites, without 
giving him the least disturbance : but Sihon refused, 
and immediately collected his forces together, to oppose 
the Israehtes. A battle ensued, and the Israelites ob- 
tained a complete victory, seized on the country, and 
killed the king and all the inhabitants. Soon after 

• Exod. xxwv. 7. t Numb. xxi. 21i 
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diis, Og the king of Bashan^ a man of gigantic stature, 
in attempting to obstruct their passage, underwent the 
same fate; for. the Israelites took possession of hia 
country, and utterly destroyed the inhabitants, reserving ^ 
only the cattle and spoil of the cities for themselves. 

We may be certain, that these kings and their sub- 
jects were abandoned to wickedness, or tlie Lou d would 
not have permitted the Israelites to cut them off. God 
doubtless knew that they would refuse Moses the peace- \ 
able terms he offered; but permitted him to propose 
them, perhaps partly to satisfy the mind of Moses, and' 
partly to shew that the people deserved the fate to* 
which they were condemned by Divine justice; 

When the Lord made a covenant with Abraham, - 
to give to his posterity the country of the Amorites,, 
&c. He told him that they would not be put into pos. 
session of it till the expiration of four hundredyears * ; 
and gave for a reason for this delay, thBtthe iniquity of 
the Amorites was not yetjull; meaning that tiiey had 
not attained to such a height of wickedness, as to pro- . 
voke God to cut them off from the face of the earth :; 
we may therefore conclude, that when the Israelites 
were allowed to extirpate them, the iniquity x>f the 
Amorites tuaf. full, and that the former were the in- 
struments of Divine vengeance against them. The 
Israelites had an hereditary right to the land of the- 
Amorites, after the extirpation of these people in vir- 
tue of the Divine grant made to Abraham : and their 
being put in possession of it, was a proof of the truth) 
•f God's promises. 

* See Section xvii, vol. i. 
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SECTION XX. 

BALAK KING OF MOAB SKNDBTH FOR THE PROPHET 
BALAAM TO 'curse ISRAEL. 

From Numb. Chap. xxii. ' 

And the children of Israel set forvrardy and pitched 
in' the plains of Moab, on this side Jordan by Jericho. 

And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that^ Israel had 
done to the Amorites. 

And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because 
they were many : and Moab was distressed, because of 
the children of Israel. 

And Moab said unto the elders of Midian, Now shall 
this company lick up all that are round about us, as the 
ox licketh up the grass of the field. And Bakk.the son 
of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that tim6. 

He sent messengers therefore unto Balaqp the son of 
Beor, to Peth6r, which is by the river of the land of 
the children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold, 
there is a people come out from Egypt : behold, they 
cover the face of the earth, and they abide aver against 
me. 

Come how therefore, I pray thee, curse me this 
people, for they are too mighty for me : peradventure 
I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that I may 
drive them out of the land : for I wot . that he whom 
thou blessest, is blessed, and he whom thou cursest, is 
'cursed. 

And the elders of Moab, and the elders of Midian 
departed, with the rewards of divination in their hand; 
and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the 
words of Balak. 

And he said unto them. Lodges here this night, and 
. ' wiU 
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I Will bring you word again as the Lord shall speak 
unto me. And the princes of Moab abode with Ba- 
laam. 

And God came unto Balaam, and sald^ What men 
are these with thee ? 

And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor^ 
king of Moab, hath sent unto me, saying, Behr)ld, there 
Is a people come out of Egypt, which <?overeth the facfe 
of the earth ; come now, curse me them ; peradven- 
ture I shall be able to overcome them, and drive them 
out. 

And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with 
. them, thou shalt not curse the people : for they are 
.blessed. 

And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto 
. the princes of Balak, Get ye into your land : for the 
Lord refuseth to give me leave to go with you. 

And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went 
unto.Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to come with us. 
And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more 
honourable than they. 

And they .came to Balaam, and said to him. Thus 
saith Balak, the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, 
hinder thee from coming unto me : 

For I will promote thee unto very great honour, and 
I will 4o whatsoever thou sayest unto me : Come there-, 
fore, I pray thee, curse me this people. 

And Balaam answered and said unto the servants of 
Balak, If Balak would give me his house full of silver 
and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord 
my God, to do less or more. 

Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye ako here this 
night, that I may know what the Lord will say unto 
me more. 
And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto 

him. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C 86 > 

hiii)^ If the men came to call thee> rise up, and go witlli: 
them ; but yet the word which I shall say unto thee, 
that shalt thou do. 

And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his 
as», and went with the princes of Mbab. 

And God's anger was kindled because he went : and' 
the angel of the Lord stood in the way, for an adver- 
sary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and* 
his two servants were with him. 

And the ass saw the angel of the Lord standing iir 
the way, and his sword drawn in his hand :, and the ass 
turned aside out of the way, and went into the field :: 
and Balaam smote the ass to turn her into the way. 

But the angel of the Lord stood in a path of the 
vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a wall on that 
side. 

And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord- sh^ 
thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot* 
against the wall : And he sniote her again. 

And the angel of the Lord went further, and stood' 
in a narrow pliace, where was no way to turn either to 
the right hand or to the left. 

And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, she 
fell down under Balaam. And Balaam's anger was 
kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff. 

And the Lord opened the mouth of the ass, and she 
said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, that 
thou hast smitten me these three times I 

And Balaam said unto the ass. Because thou hast 
mocked me; I would there were a sword in mine 
hand ; for now would I kill thee^ 

And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, 
tipon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine,- 
unto this day ? was I ever wont .to do *so unto thee I 
And he said, Nay, 

Then; 
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Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, apd he 
saw the angel of the Lord standing in the wa^, and hi* 
sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his 
head, and fell flat on his face. 

And the angel of the Lord said unto him, Where- 
fore hast thou smitten tnine ass these three times ? be- 
hold I went out to withstand thee, because thy way is 
perverse before me. 

And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three 
times : unless she had turned from me, surely now also 
I had slain thee, and saved her alive. 

And Balaam said unto the angel of the Lord, I have 
tinned ; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way. 
against me ; now therefore if it displease thee, I will 
get me back again. 

And the angel of the Lord said unto Balaam, G» 
.l^ith the men : but only the word that I shall speak 
unto thee, that thou shait speak. So Balaam went with 
the princes of Balak. 

And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he 
went out to meet him, unto a city of Moab, which is 
in the border of Arnon, which is in the utmost coast. 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Did I not earnestly 
send unto thee, to call thee ? Wherefore camest thou 
not unto me ? Am I not able indeed to promote thee 
to honour ? 

And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come untd 
thee : have I now any power at all to say any thing i 
the word that God putteth in my mouth, Uiat shall I 
speak. 

And Balaam went ^ith Balak, and they came unto 
Kirjath-huzoth. 

And Balak offered oxen and sheep, and sent to Ba- 
laam, and to the princes that were with him. 

ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Moabites were descended from Moab^ one of 
the sons of Lot. They retained the worship of the true 
God among tliem till the time of Moses, but had cor- 
rupted their religion by mixing the worship of idols 
with it ; they paid adoration in particular to Baal-Peor, 
supposed by some to be an image of the Sun ; Baal 
signifies Lord, Peor the place where his temple was* - 

The Midianites (as we have before observed) de- 
scended from one of the sons of Abraham, by his wife 
Keturah. We find from the scriptures, that in the days 
of Moses, sacrifices were ofiered to the Lo rd God in 
the southern parts of Midian, for Jethro was priest 
there, but in the northern territories all kinds of abo- 
minations were practised. 

The Midian ites were very numerous, sometimes they 
mixed with the Ishmaelites *, and at others united 
with the Moabites ; some of them were shepherds, who 
moved their tents, and drove their cattle before them, 
even in times of war ; others were merchants who ac- 
quired immense riches ; and, by exchanging their gold 
and jewels with their brethren, for flocks and herds, 
enriched them also. 

Moses had received no commission to attack either 
the Moabites or the Midianites, therefore he would not 
have molested them ; but it appears that these two na- 
tions had great dread of the Israelites. 

It was a superstitious custom in use amongst the hea- 
thens f , to present gifts to magicians for pronouncing 
curses on their enemies, in the names of their idols, at 
the beginning of a war, which they thought would 
insure them victory. All nations had heard of the 

• See Section Ivi, vol. i. t Patrick's Commentaries. 

wonders 
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wonders performed by the God of Israel; and itjseems^ 
that Balaam was a prophet, who had on some occasions 
been inspired by the Lokd, to utter predictions which 
had been remarkably accomplished. Balak therefore 
thought, that if Balaam could be induced to invoke his 
Goo to curse Israel, that people would be intimidated 
from molesting the Moabites,and would depart in search 
of other conquests ; or that the Lord Himselfmight be 
prevailed on to assist that nation whose cause His Pro- 
phet espoused. Balaam was a very covetous man, and 
was tempted by these rewards to desire to curse those, ' 
who he knew were God's peculiar people ; and instead * • 
of dismissing the messengers of Balak with assurances, 
that the Prophet of the Holy God despised all xvorldly 
riches and honours, he enquired of the hoRD; which in 
the present case was very impious, 6ecaw;e God*s pur- * 
poses, in respect to Israel, had been already revealed s 
and Balaam well knew, that unless they provoked their' 
Heavenly King by disobedience, no nation could pre- 
vail against them. 

It is evident that Balaam regretted his having been 
fcrbidden %p go to Balak, for when other messengers 
vere sent, he discovered a strong inclination to attend 
them, notwithstanding the Lord's former interdiction* 
Though it was not the Divine Will that he should go^ 
ot thejirsty the Lord permitted him to accompany the 
messengers the second time, commanding him, how- 
ever,* to speak those words only that he should put in 
his mouth. Balaam ought therefore to have imme- 
diately laid aside all mercenary views, and to have re- 
solved to perform the office of a prophet imUingly^ but 
he loved the wages of unrighteousness ♦, and deter- 

• 2 Pet. ii. 15. 

mined 
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ttiked tagain tkem if possible : he accordingly set ofT 
on his journey, and, it is liiiely, revolved in his mind as. 
he rode along, how he should turn to his own profit the 
Divine Revelation he expected to receive on his arrival 
in the land of Moab. Gsod, it is true, commanded him. 
to go with the messengers of Balak, but not to curse 
Israely yet this was Balaam's purpose, therefore the 
Lord's anger was kindled because he went, 

Balaam seems to have been one of that kind of men^ 
who have no regard to the feelings of the brute crea- 
tion. The text says, that he went with the princes 
of Moab ; but we find, that he was afterwards attended 
only by two of his own servants ; therefore it is not un- 
likely, that, impatient to accomplish his journey, he got. 
before them,^ and urged his ass to make greater speed 
tha^ was cons£Stent with the nature of so slow an ani- 
mal; and that he would have gone on till he had ridden 
her to death; for we cannot suppose, that the Angel of 
the Lord would have raised terror in a creature which 
was undoubtedly tlie object of Divine compassion, but 
, with a view t-o the preservation of its life. 

This poor ass was an old and steady servant; so that, 
when she turned aside into a field, he might have sup- 
posed there was some extraordijLiary cause for her quit-, 
ting the road ; and he should Iiave tried to get her back 
by gentle means: instead of this, he had ^recourse to 
bjows : and the more her terror increased, the greater 
was his rage and cruelty towards this poor creature, 
t^ich had carried him with ease and safety many a 
fatiguing jpurney, and which had never before been 
disobedient to his will. Nay, to such an extreme did 
he suffer his anger to rise, that he was not even affected 
with the uncommon circumstance of her speaking to him. 
The reply which Balaam made to his ass, when she first 
addressed him, wa^ a very foolish one ; for in what could 

acrea- 
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a creature, hitherto dumb, ha^e mocked him ? Hew 
barbarous was his wish, that he had a sword in his hand 
to kill her ! There was something extremely pathetic 
in ber subsequent expostulation; and the Load di- 
rected it to his heart, and his awakened conscience ac- 
knowledged the justice of the remonstrance which the 
ass had uttered. It was now Balaam's turn to feel the 
terror he would not pity. What must have been his 
remorse, when he found, that, by turning out of the 
road, the ass had saved his life ? He now perceived, 
that not only his coveiousness^ but his cruelty^ was dis- 
pleasing to the Lord; he therefore offered to forego 
his wicked purpose of gaining the proffered rewards 
from the King of Moab, but the Lord commanded 
bim to pursue his journey, and again repeated his 
injunction, to speak the words of Divine inspiration 
only. 

It seems that when Balaam arrived in Moab, his mind 
retained those impressions which the Divine vision was * 
calculated to make upon it. He feared to offend the 
Lord ; and he candidly declared to Balak, that he had 
no power of himself to do any thing in the affair, which 
that monarch had so greatly at heart ; but he was still 
loth entirely to relinquish the promised recompense ; he 
therefore went with Balak, and, it is supposed, instruct- 
ed him in the mode of sacrificing to the God of Israel, 
in hopes that the Lord might become propitious to 
Moab, and comply with the king s desire 

It is needless to say, that, as a prophet of the true 
God, Balaam acted a very wicked part ; but as many 
people in the world suppose the animal creation to be 
abandoned entirely to their will, it may be proper to 
remark, that his behaviour to his ass was deemed sinfuL 
Surely the ;:eflection that God observes our treatment 

of 
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of brutes, and that he once publicly espoused die cause 
of a creature, which is regarded as one of the most des- 
picable in the creation, should restrain us from riding 
or driving any beyond their natural strength ; should 
induce us to consider the great utility of beasts, and in- 
cline us to exercise patience towards them, and make 
allowances for their want of speech and reason* What 
Balaam's ass said to him, might with strict propriety 
be addressed to many an inhuman rider and driver, by 
their injured animals ; but, alas, beasts are dumbf and 
their owners void of humanity ! May it then be the 
endeavour of all those, who are entrusted with the edu* 
cation of children, to impress their infant minds with 
ideas of the usefulness of brutes, and with a sense <tf 
the duty of mercy towards them ! 

SECTION XXI. 

BALAAM AND BALAK OFFER SACRIFICBS. — BALAAM 
BY god's command BLE8SBTH ISRAEL* 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Balak took 
Balaam, and brought him up into the high places of 
Baal, that thence he might see the utmost part of the 
people. 

And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven 
altars, and pirepare me here seven oxen, and seven 
rams. 

And Balak did as Balaam had spoken ; and Balak 
and Balaam offered on every altar a btdlock and a 
ram. , 

And Balaam said unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt, 
offering, and I will go ; peradventure the Lord will 
come to meet me, and whatsoever he sheweth me, I 
will tell thee. And he went to an high place. 

And God met Balaam; and he said unto him, I'have 

prepared 
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prep&rird seven altars, aad I have offered upon every 
altar a bullock and a ram* 

And the Loito pat a word in Balaam's mouth, and 
laidy Return unto Balak, and thus thou shalt speak* 

And he returned unto him, and lp» he stood by his 
burnt sacrifice, he and all the princes of Moab. 

And be took up his parable, and said, Balak the king 
of Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the moun- 
tains of the east, saying, Come^ curse me Jacob, and 
come, defy Israel. 

How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed ? or 
bow shall I defy, whom the Lou n hath not defied ? 

For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from 
the hills I behold him : lo, the people shall dwell alone, 
and shall not be reckoned among the nations. 

Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number 
of the tburth part of Israel ? Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be like his ! 

And E^dak said unto Balaam, What hast thou done 
unto me ? I took thee to curse mine enemies, and be- 
hold, thou hast blessed them altogether. 

And Balaam answered and said, Must I not take 
heed to speak that which the Lord hath put in my 
mouth ? 

And Balak said unto him. Come, I pray thee, with 
me unto another place, from whence thou mayest see 
them : thou shalt see but the utmost part of them, and 
thou shalt not see them all : and curse me them from 
thence. 

And he brought him into the field of Zophim, to the 
top of Pisgah, and built seven altars, and offered a bul- 
lock and a ram on every altar. 

k And Balaam' said unto Balak, Stand here by thy 
burnt-ofiering, while I meet the Loan yonder. 

And 
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And the Lord met Balaanii and ptit a word m his 
«nouth, and said. Go again unto Balak, and say thus. 

And when he came to him, behold, he stood by his 
burnt-offering, and the princes of Moab with him. And 
Balak said unto him. What hath the Lord spoken i 

And he took up his parable, and said. Rise up, Balakt 
and hear ; hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor : 

God is not a man that he should lie, neither the son 
of man, that he should r^ent : liath he said, and shail 
he not do it ? or hath he spoken, and »hall he not make 
it good ? 

Behold, I have receiyed commandment to bless ; and 
he hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it. 

He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacdb, neither hath 
he seen perverseness in Israel, the Lord his God ift 
with him, and the shout of a king is among them. 

God brought them out of Egypt : he hath as it were 
the strength of an unicorn. 

Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, ndther 
is there any divination against Israel ; according to this 
time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath 
God wrought ? 

Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion, and lift 
up himself as a young lion ; he shall not lie down untU 
he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the slain. 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse them at 
all, nor bless them at ail. 

But Balaam answered and said unto Balak, Told not 
I thee, saying, All that the Lord speaketh, that I must 
do? 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It may reasonably be inferred, from the numerous 
sacrifices which Balaam directed Balak to offer, that he 
entertained hopes of drawing the favour of the Lord 

from 
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from die Urtelites to the Moabites ; biit it pfeased 600 
to disappoint the unjust designs of the king and the 
mercenary riews of the prophet. 

The expression, Balaam took up his paraUe^ signifies, 
that he spake what the Lord inspired him to utter. 
Balaam certainly had, at this time, a strong Divine im- 
pube OB him ; the povrer of the Lord, which had lately 
been displayed in enabling an animal, naturally dumb, 
to speak distinct words, and hold rational conyerse, was 
now exlubited in obliging him to speak against his 
mclinaiion, in favour of Israel ; which, if properly coa« 
sidered, was as great a miracle as the former, and such 
as none but the great Being, who created the organs of 
speech, could have efiSected. 

The unfoithful prophet was now sensible, and com« 
pelled to confess, that it was in vain to oppose the Di- 
vine will ; and it was made known through him, that 
under the guidance and protection of the Lord, the 
nation which (for the sake of a paltry reward) he had 
wished to curse^ should be separated from all other na- 
tions, and that it should multiply and prosper upon 
earth, to an astonishing degree : and net only so, but 
that ^e righieous Israelites should be encouraged to 
hope for a felicity beyond the grave, which would dis- 
arm death of its terrors. 

It is evident, thai Bdaam had a desire to curse 
Israel; and that he thought it possible to conciliate 
Uie favour of the Lord towards the Moabites, by re- 
peated sacrifices ; for when he returned to Balak thft 
second time, he was inspired to inform him, that God 
was unchangeable in his Divine counsels, and not to be 
diverted from his purposes, like variable man ; which 
implies, that they had both entertmned a different idea 
of the Deity* 

It seems strange, that Balaam should say by Divine in- 
spiration) 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 96 ) 



\ 



ipiration, that God had noi beheld iniquity in Jacobs nei* 

' tier had he seen peraerseness in Israel; when it appears 

from the preceding part of the history, that the Israelites 

were reomrkable for their rebellious disposition. The 

. sae^Qg appears to be, that, as a nation^ they had not ar" 

rive4 atsuch a degree of wickedness as to provoke Goo 

> to curse them, or give them up as a prey to their enemiei ; 

on the contrary, the Loan God Himself youchsafed to 

. dwelLamong them as their King, and did not approve of 

. enchantment* and diyioations being eapyplayed agaiiMt 

• them , , 

The subsequent part of the prophecy foretold ^e 
' future conquests of the Israelites. The king of Moab, 
fearful that he should hear a prediction against his own 
.nation in particular, interrupted the prophet, and for a 
. time relinquished his desire of heaving them accursed. 
What Balaam foretc^d, respecting the worldly pros- 
- perity of the Israelites, was remarkably fulfilled, as we 
shall read in the future part of the hist<Try ; from whence 
we may inf^, that the death of ^e righte<m$ apipng 
them was attended with cemfortable hope^ respecting 
futurity ; for the prophet, who spake by Divine inspira- 
tion, seems to have envied them for the latter, rather 
' than for the formeip blessing. 

How dreadful must be the de^th-bed of a man who 
has lived in a constant course of wickedness! ^^ * Ima- 
gination cannot furnish ideas strong enough to describe 
■ the misery of a sinner, who is expiring witli all h\s 
' senses about him : looking back on his past life with 
unavailing remorse ; looking forward to eternity with 
the expectation of intolerable torments. How different 
is the condition of him, who, in his last hours, has the 
, approbation of his own conscience, and the inward con* 
•olations of the Holy Spirit I He regards death as die 
* Set Bistiop Sherlock's SermoQ on tkis text. 

5 gate 
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gate of lift ; he waits with patience and tran<}ailHrf 
for that munmooBf whicb^ he trusts and believes, wOl 
call him to perpetual joys, will introduce him to the 
presence of his God and Satiour, and restore him 
to the society of those dear relatires, who are eith^ 
gone before to their heavenly rest, or, who, after their 
j^image on earth is finished, wiB joiii himhidie 
Uestabodes* 

from this slight view of the diftrent ccmditions 4if 
Ae widsed and the righteous at the honr of deadi, an 
fcmir which will come to all, who wouid not join in 
Balaam's wish. Let me die ike death of the ri^teaus^ and 
Ut ny laHer end be Uke hi$f If such is really our ardent 
desire, let lU endeavour to U'oe the lijpB of the righteous } 
and what that is, the Scriptures will fiilly inform us. 



SECTION XXII. 

^KL^JLU COKTIHUETH TO BLB88 ISRABL*— Hi OX«» 
PARTXTH rROM MOAB. 

From Numb. Chap. xxiS. xxiv. 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Come, I pray thee, I 
win bring thee unto another place: peradventure it 
will please Gon, that thou mayest curse me them from 
.thence. 

And Balak brought Balaam unto the top of Peor» 
that looked towards Jeshimon. 

And Bdaam said unto Balak, Build m6 here seven 
altars, and prepare me here seven bullocks, and seven 



And Bahk did as Balaam had said, and offered a 
hullodp and a ram on every altan 
And when Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord to 

YQL. lU F UOflf 
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Mess IsrAel, h« went not, as at other tisoesi to setj^ for 

enchantments) but he set his &ce towards the wyder* 

ness. 

' .And Baiiaan(i ^ft up his eyes, and he saw Israel abid^ 

ing in his tents according to their tribes, and the Spirit 

>of Oqd came upon him* 

And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the 
son of Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are 
^pen hath said : 

. He hath said, which heard the words of G09, which 
saw the vision of the Ahnigh^y, falling into a tranc^ 
but having his eyes open : 

How goodly are thy, tents, O Jacob; and tby taber* 
nacles, O Israel ! 

As the vallies are they spread forth, as gardens by the 
river's side, as the trees of lign aloes which the Lord 
hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters. 

He shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his 
seed shall be in many waters, and his king shall be high- 
er, than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. 

God brought him forth out of Egypt, he hath as it 
were the strength of an unicorn ; he shall eat up the 
nations his enemies, and shall break their bones, and 
pierce them through with arrows. 

He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a. great 
lion : who shall stir him up ? Blessed is he^ that blesseth 
thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee. 

And Balak's anger was kindled against Balaam, and 
J\e smote his hands together : and Balak said unto Bar 
laam, I called thee to curse mine enemies, and behold, 
thou hast altogether blessed them these three times. 

Therefore now. flee thou to thy place : I thought tf 
promote thee unto great honour, but lo,- theX^Ri> 
hath kept thee back from honour. 

And 
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Atd Balaam said unto Balak, Spake I not akb to thy 
messengers which thou sentest unto me, saying. 

If Balak would give me his house full of silver and 
gpidf I cannot go beyond the commandment of thf 
Lord, to do either good or bad of mine own mind; 
but what the Lord saith, that will I speak. 

And pow behold, I go unto my people: conie there* 
fere, and I mil advertise thee, what this people shall de 
to thy people in the iatter days. 

And he took up bis parable, smd sai^ hslasam the sou 
of Beor, hath said, mid the man whose eyes are open, 
liath said : 

He hath said, which heard the words of God, and 
knew the knowledge of the Most High, which saw the 
vision of the Almighty falluig into a trance, but having 
his eyes open: 

I shall see him but not now ; I shall behold him^ 
but not nigh; there shall come a star out of Jacob, and 
a sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the 
jcomers of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth« 
And Edom shall be a possessioti, Seir also shall be f 
possession for his enemies, and Israel shall do valiantly* 
Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion^ 
and shall destroy him that remaineth of the city. 

And when he looked on Amaiek, he took up his paf 
rabie, and said Amaiek was the tirst of the nations, but 
his latter end ?hall be, that he perish for ever. * 

And he looked on the Kenites; and took up his 
parable, aqd said, Strong is thy dwelling place^ and ^ 
thou putte«t thy nest in a rock. 

Nevertheless, the Kenite shall be wasted until Ashur 
shall carry thee away captive. 

And he took up his parable, and said, Alas, who ' 
shall live when God doth this ! . 

And ships jshall come from the coast of Chittim, and 
p 2 §hall 
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diall aflict Ashur, and sfiall afflicr Eber, and hd also 
shall perish for ever. 

And Balaam rose up> and went and returned to hit 
filace ; and Balak also went his w^y. 

AlWOTATIONS AWD REFLECTIONS. 

The king of Moab must have had a very malignaiit 
mind to persist, as he did» in wishing to bring the curM 
of God on a people, who had not discovered the least 
intention of annojring him or his subjects ; and it was 
irery treacherous in Balaam to concur with this dis- 
trustful monarch, in his cruel design against those, wha 
were entitled to the peculiar love and kindness of their 
#wn Prophet. 

Balaam, having practised every art he could think of, 
to render the Lord propitious to his wishes, resolvedi 
as it seems, to seek for no further inspiration from God, 
bot to speak his own words, if not obliged to do other- 
wise ; however, the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him uninvoked, and he was again impelled to bless 
Israel, which he did in still more exalted language thaa 
before. 

The general purport of li» prediction was, that the 
Israelites should be a very powerful and flourishing 
people. Balak had already heard much more than ht 
wished to hear, but he did not yet know all the Lord 
meant to inform him of. It certainly was a very proper 
punishment both to the king and the prophet, for the 
first to be told, and the latter to relate, what the people 
they had conspired together to curse, would do to the 
MiHibites, and other neighbouring nations. The con- 
federates were now effectually divided, for the tnalice of 
pne party was defeated, and the cwet(msness of the other 
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£sapg«hited; so wenwycondude^ tbtltbeyiqAnited 
iiraager and disomtenCy as is usuallj the case id all 
frtendBhipSy which are founded upon wickedness. 

Balaam's prophecies shew that the people of Israel 
were really under the particular protection of God ; 
and the completion of them, which happened in the 
course of time, proved the pitoeience of the AUitOHTT. 
Though the Israelitish nation was separated from the 
rest of the nations as his peculiar peopk, and had the 
Lord God dwelling among them. He did not en* 
tirely hide Himself from the rest of the world ; it was 
their idolatrous practices that kept the other nations at 
« distance from Him. The Lord was ever to be found 
bj such as soi^ht him with an kumNe tod phm 
RHndt. 

We mi»y eatfly iuppose» that so ooif etous a man m 
Balaam could not lose the riches he went in pursuit of 
to Moab^ widiout feeling a great disappointment. He 
had not willingly frustrated the wishes of Balak, and lie 
fi)r the Israelites, he regarded them as enemies ; to Be 
revenged on them,^ and to reinstate himself in the ft- 
Tour of the king of Moab, as we learn from anothev 
chapter, he formed a device, which it seems effected the 
reconciliation he sought for. It was this*; he iid* 
vised the king of Moab tasend some of the Midianitish 
Women among the Israelites, with a view to draw them 
to tkeir idolatrous worship, and by this means expose 
Aem to the displeasure of God.. This artific^ w&e* 
eeededy for many of them suffered themselves to be 
deluded by these strange women, even so far as to assbt 
at the sacrifices which they offered to Baal Peorf ; ahd 
the angeir of the Lord was kindled against Israel, ahd 
He commanded Moses to hang up the principal o& 
fenders. The Lord also sent a plague' among tb» 
* Niysb. xizi. 16. f Numb. xar. d»> 

»& people^ 
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people, wlilch carried off about * 24,000 tn'f those wh^ 
had <?ommitted the great offence. At len^h Phineas^ 
the son of Eleazar the priest, who was very zealous for 
the honour of God, slew a prince of the house of Si- 
meon, who was a principal transgressor; for whioh- 
Gou rewarded Phineas by stepping the plague, and. 
giving him a promijse, that as long as the priesthood 
la^ed, it should continue in his fmnily. 

f Shortly after the plague, Moses, by God's com* 
mand, again numbered the Israelites ; and there were 
of men fit to bear arms, 601,780 ; of the Levites 23,000 
males ; the Loud then t)rdered Moses to fix the lot of 
each tribe, previous to their taking possession of the 
promised land : amongst them was not one man of those 
that were numbered at mount Sinai, excepting Moses 
iHmseif, Joshua tho son of Nun, and Caleb the spa of 
^>hunneh, the two faithful spies* 

In a short time after Phineas had performed the action 
^ove-mentioned, Moses was commanded by theliORp 
to make w^ against the Midiaiutes with a small army ; 
be accordingly selected 1000 men from each tribe, 
^#fao, with Phiheas at their head, made a great slaugb*; 
'ter. In this battle Ml the prophet Balaam, who, it is 
supposed, had returned to Midian, for the purpose oi 
giving his diabolical advice to Balak ; his fate, in be- 
iftg killed amongst the Midianites, was such as he 
IttStlj deserved, and his associating with those on whom 
he had pronounced curseS) shewed that he doubted the 
power of the Lord to execute, what his own mouth 
}nd been ^obliged to foretel. 

Moses and Eleazar the priest went in procession to 

meet the victors, who brought the prey and the spoil 

xtlbto them to be divided i when Moses discovered, that 

oontrary to the express command of God, they had 

* Kmpb* XXV, 9. f Numb, xxv, 

saved 
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SfKfed all the women and children alive r for which 
Moses reprehended them, and caused ail the captives to 
be slain kmnediately. This may at first sight appear aiY 
act of cruelty, but we must consider that the women 
were in tliis case the principal aggressors, and that they 
would certainly have introduced idolatry amongst the 
Israelites ; and had the children been permitted to live, 
it is likely they would have revolted from the Isradites, 
and caused great confusion when they were grown up : 
by dying innocent they were saved from the curse of 
God, and he doubtless had inercy on them* 

Moses, by Divine appointment, ordered the prey to 
be divided iato two parts ; one for the 1^,000 wha mi* 
tertook the war» the other for the congr^atton, that is 
Ae people in general. 1 his division dctended only to 
inch things as might be valuable in stockiag the Huid 
they were going to possess ; for the pkte, jewels, nmk 
ether articles, which eadi man teok^ he was permitted 
to reserve for himself. 

Moses divided to each tribe its share, aad'theii left ft 
to the heads of the tribes to distribute amongst them« 
selves according to their famtfies: God was ta have 
a tribute out of it, as a parr set aside foe holy purpoeic 
in acknowledgment of his sovereignty. The soldien^ 
however, were particularly favoured in this distribatkm,' 
for out of the people's share, Gron required one in J^; 
out of the soldiers' share one in 500 only. ThestfiMlevs 
tribute was given to the priests, the people's pprtknt^fa 
the Levites. ^ -i 

Wheo^ the o£Bcers called the men > by their namel,' 
there was not one missing ; the people therefore ofi^red 
a willing offering of costly things, in token of gratitufc 
for the protection of Divine Providence ; these were 
brought to the tabernacle, to be kept as memorials, thal^ 
on future^ occasions th^ people might be ^ncourag^ to. 
trust in God's merciful protection. 

F 4^ The 
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The braeliteft took frem the MkUaniles 675,000 
•beep, 72,000 beeves, 61,000 asset. The Israelites had 
now got possession of the country that lay on the Mi- 
dianitish side of Jordan ; and the tribes of Reubea and 
Gad, together with the half tribe of Manasseh, observ- 
ing that the land was fertile and abounding in good pa»* 
tunige, desired Moses to permit them to settle there^ as 
the place was particularly commodious for them, as they 
had large flecks of cattle ; ^this Moses coiisented to, on- 
their promising that they would go over, and assist' 
their brethren iA die conquest of the land of Canaan. 

As the people were now in the neighbourhood of 
Canaan, and just ready to enter upon the possessioa ot , 
kf Moses took thi»of^rtunity to appoint the limits of 
what they were to conquer, and the distribution of it 
by way of lot, which was committed to the future ma* 
oagement of Joshua and Eleaaar, at the head of the 
chiefs of each tribe ; and it was settled in such a man- 
ner, that no Jealousies or disputes ever happened after* 
#i^?ds among the pesple on this subject. 

In the division of the country, Moses assigned forty* 
eight cities, together with their suburbs, for the Levitea 
t# dwell in ; and ordered, that six of these should be 
made^eities of refuge, to which the innocent nmndt^erf 
wsbo had killed his neighbour by chance^ might flee and 
life 4 b|k the wUfid murderer was to be put^o dealii; 
and Moses made it a law, that in all capitid cases, no 
person ehould be convkted without two witneasesk 
SECTION XXriL 

AffOSlS HAS A VIBW OF THE PROMISED Z.ANB, AKn 
APPOINTS JOSHUA AS HIS SUCCESSOR. 

JVom Deut. Chap. xxxiX. Numk. xxvii. 
Avn the Loan said unto Moses, Get thee up into - 
Ihis mount Abarim^ and see the land which I biive»< 
given unto iho diildren of hmA^ ' \ ^ * \ 

As4 
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Arid wkeB tiidtt hast te«ii it, dloit abo tbak M 
gathered unto tby people, at Aaron thy brother w«i 
gathered. 

For ye rebelled against my cofmAahdnient in Me de» 
Mtt of 2^n, in the strife of the congregation, tahMta^ 
tify me at the water before their eyes : that is the watav 
of Meribah in Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin* 

And Moses besought the Lord at that time, si^fcii^ 
Lord God, thmi hast begun to shew thy senrant 
thy greatness, imd My mighty hand ; for what Ck»D la 
there in hearen or in earth, that can do aceording to 
thy work?, and according to thy ought? 

I pray thee l^t me go orer^ aad see the good knd 
that is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and he^ 
banon. 

But the Loan would not hear him i and the Loud 
said unto him. Let it suffice thee, speak no more unto 
me of Mis matter. 

Get thee up into the top of Pisgah, and lift up thin* 
eyes westward, and nortiiward, and southward, and 
eastward, and behold it with thine eyes: for thou sbalt 
itet go orer this Jordan. 

And Moses said. Let the Lord, the Gon of M# 
ifirits of ail &esh, set a man over the congregation, 

Wlacb may go out before them, and which may go 
ia before them, and which may lead them out, and 
which may bring them in; that the congregation of 
the Lord be not as dieep which hate no Mepherd* 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua 
the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit^ and lof 
tUne hand upon htm : 

Aad set likd before Eteazar the priest, and before 
aftMe congregation; and give bim a charge in thdr 

•^i^t. 

And thoa sbak put um» of thne hmomt upon hba^ 
*■ wS that 
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IM, all the Congregation of the c^Mreh of Isrbd itmj 
be obedient. 

And he shall stand before Eleazar the priesti who 
•hall ask counsel for him, after the judgment of Urun, 
before the Lojm> ; at his word shall they go out, and 
at his word they shall come in> both he» and all the 
children of Israel with him» even all the comgre* 
gation. 

And Moses did as the Lord comcnanded him : and 
he took Joshua; and set him before Eleazar the priest, 
and before all th^ congregation. 

And he laid his hands upon Iiim, and gave him a 
ebargei as the Lord commanded by 'the band of 
Moses. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The earnest prayer which Moses made to God» that 
he might be permitted to enter the promised land, 
4iews that his not being allowed to do so, was a griev- 
ous disappointment to him ; but we find tliat the Lord, 
to soften it, vouchsafed to give him a sight of Canaan t 
stiBngtheoing hiseye to take in the extensive prosjiect. 
It nuist have been a great consolation to Moses io his- 
l^tter end, to be assured that the people would soon be 
ip possession of such a fruitful and, pleasant countiy; 
and we may reasonably suppose, that he was indulged 
with hopes of a more glorious prospect^, and peraianent 
Qossessions in Heaven, or the view of Canaan ivould 
only have served to mortify and vex him ; he might 
have thought it hard, that he should be excluded from, 
what had been the object of forty years toilsome pur- 
Buit; andhe would have liad reason to com]^ain oAihe 
severity of the sentence he received, for the crimetie. 
committed in, striking the rock,. . 

The 
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JTlie freat aflkctiou which Moses entertaiaed forthn -^ 
pe<^le of Israel, made him very solicitous to appoint a- 
successor. Joshua had signalized himself by his valour 
and fidelity, and by his humility, in ministering to, and 
waiting upoB Moses. 

Moses was commanded to lay his hands on Joshua, . 
ai a token of transferring the government to him; . 
and, as a sign of God's granting to Joshua Che assist- 
ance of his Holy Spirit. Moses is said to have put some 
of his honour upon Joshua; by which is meant, that 
during the short remainder of Moses' life, he should 
make him a kiad of partner in his autliority ; that the 
people, being used to obey.him whilst Moses lived, 
loigbt the more willingly submit to him afterwards, > 
Joshua received a charge to consult the high priest on 
all important occasions : in this particular, he was in- 
ferior to Moses, who had permission to address Goo 
hinoselfl 

Moses we find was not ambitious to advance the in- 
terest of his own family, though we read that he had 
sons: submission to the will of God, and a steady and > 
fervent zeal for the honour of the Lord, and the good • 
of the people, were the first p^mciples of his actions, • 



SECTIDN XXiy. 

, JtfOSSa' EXHORTATION TO TH£- ISRABLITCS.^ 

From DeuU Chaff i. and Sequd. 

JThbas Im the words wUck Mosea ^pake imto aU ^ 
lamel,' ^ this side Jordan in the w^derness, . . 
After he had slain Sihon the kingjof the Asi^<^^ 
F.6 . which^* 
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wlii^ dwelt in tieslibdn, and (^ the Idog of BnhaiH 
which difelt at Astarpth in Edrei. 

X>n this side Jordan, in the land of Moab, began 
Moses to declare this law, saying. 

Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes^ 
and unto the judgments which I teach you, for to da 
them, ^t ye may life, and go in and possess the land 
lAich the Loan God of your fadiers giveth you. 

Te shall not add unto the word which I command 
ymi, neither shall ye diminiBh onght from it, that ye 
rosy keep the commandments of the Lord your 6od> 
which I command you. 

Tour eyes have seen what the Lord did beeause of 
Bad-peor : for all the men that followed BaaUpeor, the 
Lord thy God hath destroyed them from among you. . 

But ye that did cleave unto the Lord your God, 
are alive every one of you this day« 

Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments^ 
ev^ as the Lord my God commanded me, that ye 
should do so ia the land whither ye go to possess it.^ 

Keep therefore and do them : for this is your wisdon 
and your understandings in the sight of the nations, 
which shall bear all these stotutes, and say, Surdy thia t 
great nation is a wise and understimdiiig people. 

For what nation is there so great, who hath Gob so* 
nigh unto them, as the Lord our God ia m all thiaga 
dmt we call uponhim for I 

And what nation is there so great, that hath statoteti « 
and ju<i^ents se> rigbteoua, as all thk» law which I setu 
before yeu this dayf *k 

Only take heed to tbysdf, and keep thy soul dSL* ' 
gealiy, lest thou forget die things which Mae eyetr i 
hsne seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all A» 
Aqra of thy Ke; bat teach Aem tigr soni^^ nd ^ 
$mhimm 
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^ Speclidfy' the day diat thoa stoodest hkfyte iSte Zont^ 
Aj God in Horeb» irfaen the Loili> said unto me, 6a^ 
tber me tbe people together^ end I will make theia 
bear my words, that they may leiurtt to feaar me all the 
days that tiieyshall Kre xtpon the earth, and that they 
may te^di their ditldrea. 

And ye came near, and stood tinder the mountain t 
and the monntain burnt with 'fire unto the mid^ of 
heaven, with darkness, olouds,,and thick darkness. 

And the Lord spake unto you out of the midst of 
ih^fsrei je heard the voice of the wih*^ but saw Da 
nmilitude, only ye heard a voice. 

And he deehired unto you his covenant, whldi he 
commanded you to perform, even ten commandments ; 
aad he wVote diem upon two tables of stone. 

These words the Lord spake unto all your assembly 
in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud» 
and of the thick daricness, with a great voice, and he 
added no more ; and he wrote them in two tables of 
stone, and delivered them unto me; 

And the Lord conmianded me at that thne,to tead» 
yon statutes and judgments, that ye might do them in 
tbe land whither ye go over to possess il. 

Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; fbr ye 
saw no manner of similitude on the day thai the Lori^ 
qMkeunto you in~^ Horeb out ci the n^t of the fire : 

Lest ye corrupt jrourselves, and make ywt a graveii 
image, Uie similitttde ^ any figure, the likeness of maie 
or ftmide, the likeness of any beast that is on the eartn, 
the likeness of any winged fi»wl that flieth in the aif^ - 
the likeness of any thing that creepeth on the ground^ 
the Hkenesa of any fidi that is in tlie waters beneath 
the^'eartii: 

^^kttd lest diott lift up thine eyes unto heaven, andf). 
when thoQ seeet the suDy and the 2000% and tbe stars^ * 

eve» 
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eyen all the host of beaveo, ^houlcUt be drivea to wer^ 
dkip them, and serve them, which the Lord tbj^ Goo. 
haUi divided unto all nations under the whole heaven. 
. But the Lo a d, hath taken y ou, and brought you forth 
Q^tof the iron furnace, even out of £g3rpt, to be unto 
him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day. 

Furthermore, the Loud was angry with me for your 
aakes, andsware that I should not go over Jordan, and> 
that I should not go in unto that good land which the 
Loan thy God giveth thee for an inheritance. 

But I must die in this land, I must not go over Jor- 
dan : but ye shall go over,, and possess that good kuid. 
, Take heed unto yourselves lest ye forget the cove- 
nant of the Lord your Qud, which ha made with you, . 
and make you a graven imag^ or the likeness of ai^. 
thing whidi the Lord thy God hath forbidden thee. 

For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire, even a 
jealous God. When Uiou. shalt have children, and 
children's children, and shalt have remained long in the 
land, and shall corrupt yourselves, and make a gravea^ 
image, or the likeness of any thing, and shall do evil 
m the sight of the Lord thy God, to provoke him Jo 
anger: 

, J call heaven and earA to witness against yon this 
day, that ye shall soon utterly perish &om off the land 
whereunto ypu go over Jordan^ to possess it : ye «hall 
npt prolppj^your daya upon itj but shall jutterly be de- 
stroyed. ■; . 

And the Lord shall scatter you among the nations* 
and ye shall he lefl few in number among the hea^o, 
whither the Lord shall lead you. 

And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men's 
hands, wood, and stone, which neither see, nqr hear^i 
npr. eat, nor smell. 

But if fcom thence thou shalt seek ^e J^arD thy . 
i. . God, 
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6oi>» thoashalt find hhiiy if thoaaeek him withiAtifeir 
keart and with all thy soul. 

When thou art in tribulation, and all these things aro 
C9me upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn 
to the LoaD thy Gon, and sbalt be obedient unto hi» 
Toice: 

For the Lord thy God is a marciful God ; he will 
not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the 
covenant of thy fathers which he sware unto them. 

For ask now of the days that are past, which were 
before thee, since the day that God created man vtpon 
the earth, and ask from the one side of heaven unto the 
Other, whether there hath been any such thing as this 
great thing is, or hath been heard like it ? ' 

Dkl ever people hear the voice of God speaking out 
of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live? 

Or hath God assayed to go^ and take him a nation 
from the midst of another nation, by temptations, by 
signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty 
hand, and by a stretched-out arm, and by great^terrors, 
according to all that the Lord your God did £or you 
in 'Egypt before your eyes ? 

Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest lak(nr 
that the Lord he is God; there is none ehe besides 
him. 

Out of heaven he made thee to hear Lis voice, that * 
he might instruct thee : and upon earth he shewed thee^ 
his great fire, and thou heardest his wofda oot of the 
midst of the fire. 

*^ And because he loved thy fathers, tfaeifefeTe he diese i 
their seed after them, and brought thee ovi tn.his «ght 
with his mighty power out of Egypt ; 

.T0:drive out nations from before thee, greater and 
migbtier'than l^u art, to bring thee i»>..to give thee 
th|»lend.>^^4p[ iol^eritance^ as it i^ this day* . 

Know 
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knew thet'eTore this daj, and consider it in tliin* 
fceart, that the Lord he if God in heaven fibove, and 
llpon the earth beneath ; there is none else. 

Thou shalt ke^p therefore bn statutes^ and his cma-^ 
lilandments, which I comtnand thee this day» that it 
nay go well with thee, and with thy children after 
ihee, and that thou mftyest prolong thy days upon tke- 
Mrtb, which tiie Loan thy God giveth thee, for even 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This excellent discourse is so affiscting and pathetic^ 
that one would think it could scarcely fail of making 
a lasting impression on the minds of the bearers. 

Moses was going to leave the Loan^s pec^le to an- 
other leader ; but he determined before he was taken 
from them, to use every mean in his power of enforc* 
ing their obedience to the law of God, and of persuad* 
ing them net to forsake the* Lord^ or worship fake 
gods. ^ 

It was the practice of id<dat»ou8 nations to pay TX'^ 
vine honours to the various creatures which Me»es eno* 
mtratei^; and, as the Israelites would be under the ne- 
cessity in future td having a frequent intercourse witb 
many of them, Moses warned them before4ia,pd to avoid 
their abominations. It certainly was very wrong for 
wMn to attempt to make a representation of the Lord 
God ; bat particidarly so for those, who Imew thai . 
there was a DiviKa Image of the infinite Dbitt ; fot 
jiomB and the Eiders had beheld him, and the pe<^le 
themselves had heard his gl^nioiis voice. For them, I 
aay , to make an image^ or to adofe any ereatinrgf woidd 
have ^n a direct affhmt to the Divine Majesty of the 
LordGop; and we may understand why the Loan 
Mykt Hinsetf ajfo/oiii Qoj>t or oaeibat woni^ net wot- 

to 
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fer the glory that belongs to Him alone, to be given to 
anotlier, or His praise to graven ira^es *. 

Moses cautioned tBe people not to make to them- 
lelvej any image of Go f>, since it was utteHy Impossible 
to represent by any object in nature the great C u e atob ' 
of the universe. Of his Divine Image they could nol 
form an idea, because He was hidden from thent, on 
mount Sinai, by devouring fire and awful darkness* 
Even this phenomenon, the wonderful mixture of light 
and darkness, was so singular and astonishing, that it 
could not be accounted for in a natural way, neither 
could it be imitated by the art of man ; nay it was be* 
/cad the power of language to describe, though the 
mind of eaeh individual that beheld it, must have re« 
ceived perfect conviction that it was an evident token 
of the Presence of Goo; and that none but an Al-*^ 
MIGHTY B EiNo could manifest Himself by such marks 
of onmipotence. 

Moses observed, as a still farther confirmation that 
God was^ in an especial manner, present on mount Si- 
luu, that the people had heard a voice speaking out of 
the midst of the fire, saying, / am the Lord thy God^ 
kc. 

. Moses fully set forth the kind of punishments that 
would be inflicted upon Gon's people for idolatrous 
practices, that they might know the dangers they 
would incur by apostacy ; and he was, on this occasion, "" 
t true prophet ; for the Lord chastised^ and fbrgave^ 
them, as they transgressed or ofibnded, exactly a§» 
Moses foretold, and proved himself to be a merciful ^ 
God, ever mindful of His Covenant. 

Hiat the Israelites mi^t not suppose theLo a d to be^ 
a created Being, Moses repeatedly told that people thatr 

•i^' . - . ^ s I»fu.ifc xUi. a. 
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the Lord is God in heaven above, and in earth be* 
neath ; and that there is no other God beside Him. * 

To keep them from supposing that their own merits 
had gained the favour of God, Moses informed themi 
that it was for the sake of their progenitors, they had 
been selected from the rest of the nations to be his pe^ 
culiar people ; and exhorted them, by motives of 
worldly interest, as well as of duty, to keep the Divine 
Statutes and Commandments. 

Though this exhortation of Moses was delivered so 
many ages ago, it affords much valuableonstruction td 
Christians. Let us therefore study it with attentioni 
and practise its precepts, that tve may be a mse and un* 
derstandtng people ; thai the Lord our God may be mgh 
vnto vs in all that tve call upon him for ; that it may 
he xveU xoith tis^ and our children after vs ; that our day$ 
may be prolonged upon earth, and that toe may be happy 
Jor ever in heaven hereafter. 

We do not indeed live among idolaters, and have 
few temptations to make graven images ; but we have 
many enticements to dishonour the Lord Goo in tbt 
eyes of the world, by levelling Him, in idea, with the 
creatures that are the works of His hands ; which those 
certainly do, who deny the divinity of our Saviour* 
Let us, therefore, take heed to ourselves, lest we forget 
the conditions of the Christian Covenant: Let us keep 
in mind that the Lord f/e is God, and, as such, let us 
honour Him ourselves, and train up our children, and 
our children's children, to know, and to serve Him. 

SECTION XXV. 

MOSES* EXHORTATION*. 

From Deut. Chap, v. 
And Mpses called all Israel, and said unto them, 
Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I 
% speaL 
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sjpeak in your ears t^is day, that ye may learn them^ 

and keep and do them. 
The Lord our God made a covenant with us in 

Horeb. 

The Lord made not this covenant with pur fathers, 
but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this 

day. 

The Lord talked with you face to face in the mount 
out of the midst of the fire (I stood between the Lord 
and you at that time, to shew you the word of the 
Lord ; for ye' were afraid by reason of the fire, and 
went not up into the mount). 

These words the Lord spake unto all your assembly 
in the mount out of the midst of the fire *, of the cloudf. 
and of the thick darkness, with a great voice; and he 
added no more ; and he wrote them in two tables of 
•tone, and delivered them unto me. 

. And it came to pass when ye heard the voice out of 
the midst of the darkness (for the mountain did burn 
with fire) that ye came near unto me, even all the heads 
of your tribes, and your elders ; And ye said. Behold, 
the Lord our God bath shewed us his glory, and his 
greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst- 
of the fire : we have^een tliis day that God doth talk 
with man, and he liveth. 

Now therefore why should we die? for this great fire 
will consume us. If we hear the voice of the Lord 
our God any more, then we shall die. 

For who is there of all flesh that hath heard the voice 
of the living God speaking out of the midst of the fire 
as we have, and lived i 

Go thou near, and hear all that the Lord our Gop 
shall say; and speak thou unto us all that the Lord 

* The Teu Commandmeati. 
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our God shall speak unto thee ; an^ We wifi hear iip 
and do it. 

And the Lord heard the voice of yotnrwordby wbeo 
ye spake unto me : and the Lor^ safd unto me» I have 
heard the voice of the words of this people vliick th^jr 
Bave spoken unto thee ; thej have well said all ^t the j 
have spoken« B i i 

O that there were such an heart m them, thai tbpy 
would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, 
that it might be well with them, an^ witb^th^is^ €|p^* 
dren for ever! Go say unto them. Get you int«^ your 
tents again. 

But as for thee, stand thou here by n^et and I wi$ 
speak unto thee all the commandments, and the sta* 
tutes, and the judgments, which thou st\si\i tjeacl^l^e^ 
that they may do them m the l^d.whic^ I gjve-then^ 
to possess it. . 

Ye shall oberve to do therefore as the Lokd your 
6oD hath commanded you: ye ^hall not tun^ aside to> 
the right hand or to the left. 

You shall walk in alt the ways whjich the Lo^p your 
God hath commanded you,, that ye may live,.aDd that 
it may be well with you, and that ve^mayptolypg your 
days in the land which ye sliatl possess. ^ 

ANNOTATION? and REFLisCTIONS. 

Though we cannot form an exact idea of the appear^ 
tnce o(the Glory of the Lord on mount Sinai, nor of 
His voice speaking from the midst of the fire and thick 
darkness, we may easily conceive, that the scene was 
very awful and tremendous. Nothing less than this 
sensible demomtraiion of the presence of the Deity^would 
bave convinced such a people as the braelites, that the 
Cosunandments were of Divine institution ;and» indeed, 

tbera 
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there would have been some ground for suspicion, that . 
Moses was the inventor of them, had not the Lord 
vouchsafed to speak to the people Himself: and suc« 
ceeding generations would have rejected them, if the 
history of their Divine origin had not been recorded. 
We have, therefore^ great reason to be thankful to 
Gob for afibrding this undeniable evidence of Hid 
existence and providence, and the certainty of Divine 
revelation. 

It was at this time that the Israelites desired to have 
uMtdiaior; and this desire was aj^roved of God, be- 
cause He knew it was best for tliem that it should be 
so; for we find, that the Israelites were so greatly 
overcome by this wonderful display of Divine Majesty, 
that it was their earnest request never to behold the 
like agahu W<e Christians have still more need of a 
MtdiaUr than the Israelites had, because the Lord is 
not visible amongst us, as He was with them. 

It k our happiness to be assured hi the New Testa- 
ment, that we have a most powerful one in Christ^ 
who, instead of appearing to us in a glory which to^ 
could net behold mud live^ maintains an intercourse be- 
tween God and his pec^Ie inindbly^ by means of His 
Ifoly Spirit. I^et us then transfer our desires of behold- 
ii\g the Glory of the Supreme Being to a future states 
when tbcie who have served Him faithfully in this 
world, will be able to see Hins, not only without paia' 
and dread, but with tranquillity and joy. 

It must have been a great encouragement to the obe^ 
d.ienc^ of the Israelites, to know, that God desired that 
they might always continue objects of His favour an4 
loving-ldnduess. This encouragement Christians "also 
likve firom the Hqiy Scriptures in ^n abundant degree. 

• ' • ' SECTION 
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SECTION XXVI, 

MOSES* EXHORTATION CONTINUED. 

From Deut. Chap* ^. 

Now these are the comiaandmentSi the statutes, and 
the judgments which the Lord your Gob commanded 
to teach you, that ye might do them m the land whither 
ye go to possess it : that thou mightest fear the Lobd 
thy God, to keep all his statutes and his commandments 
which I command thee; thou, thy son, and thy son's 
son, all the days of thy life, and that thy days may be 
prolonged. 

Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it ; that 
It may be well with thee, and that ye may increase 
toightily, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath pro- 
mised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and 
honey. 

• Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord : 
-and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thin^ 
heart, and witli all thy soul, and with all thy might. 

Apd these words which I command thee this day 
ishall be in thine heart : and thou ^halt teach them dili- 
'geiitly unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when 
4hou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
wisest up. 

And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, 
'and they shall be iis frontlets between thine eye$^ 

And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy 
house, and on thy gates. 

* And it shall be when the Lord thy God shall have 
brought thee into the land which be sware unto thy 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 
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thee great and goodly cidef, which thou buil(kdst not^ 
and houses full of all good things, which thou fiUedsl 
not, and wdls digged, which thou diggedst not, vlne- 
|ards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not, when 
thou shalt have eaten, and be full ; then beware lest 
thou forget tlie Lord which brought thee forth out of 
(he land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 

Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and serve him, 
and shalt swear by his liame. 

Ye shall not go afler other gods, of the gods of the 
people which are round about you ; for the Lord thy 
God is a jealous God among you ; lest the anger of the 
Lord thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy 
thee from off the face of the earth. 

Ye shall not tempt the Lord your God, as yt 
tempted him in Massah. 

Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the 
Lord your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, 
^hich he hath commanded thee. 

And thou shalt do that which is right and good in 
the sight of the Lord : that it may be well with thee, 
lind that thou mayest go in, and possess the good land 
which the Lord sware unto thy fathers, to cast out all 
thine enemies from before thee, as the Lord hath 
spoken. 

And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, say- 
ing, What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and 
the judgments which the Lord our God hath com- 
knanded you; then thou shalt say unto thy son, We 
Vere PSaraoh's bond-men in Kgypt, and the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt, with a mighty hand: and the 
Lord shewed signs and wonders, great and sore upon 
Egypt, *\ipon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, be* 
4bre our eyesl: and he brought us out from thence, that 

3 
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he might bring us in, to give us the land whicii he 
f ware unto our fathers. 

And the Lor p commanded us to^ do all these statutes, 
to JTear the Lord our Goo, for our good always, thai 
he might preserve us alive as it is at this day^ 

And It shall be our righteousness, if we observe to 66 
all these commandments before the Lord our God, ai 
he hath commanded us* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This section strongly proves what has been before 
fainted, ** That the Jewish constitution was a scheme 
for promoting virtue and true religion *•" In respect 
to the extraordinary privileges which the Israelites 
possessed, they were highly honoured, but tliey were 
not to rest in them. These blessings were, in the first 
iiistande, the gifl of love and ntercj^, without any merit 
on their part ; but the continuance cithern depended on 
thdr obedience and righteousness. It is exactly the same 
with Christians : .The privileges we enjoy as the Church 
^Christf are the free gift of God ; but they will avail ue 
nothing as individuals^ unless we add obedience and /?er» 
ional righteousness to them, the righteousness that cometh 
bv Faith. 

The duties which Moses here enjoins to the Israelites 
are of general obligation to all, who are taken into co- 
venant with God ; they are parts of the moral lato^ 
which will never be abc^ished; let us, therefore, if w# 
wish for peace and prosperity in this world ; if we desire 
eternal rest and happiness in the next, ** Fear the Lord 
our God, love Him with all our heart and soul, keep 
His statutes and His commandments ourselves, andteacb 

• See Tftylor'f Kcj to the Apostolic Writings, 

them^ 
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tbpra to owr children ;" by taking every oppprtunity qj 
conversing with them on religious subjects. 

If it should please Gop to bless us wit\\]2rospenty, let 
us be careful not to forget from whom our blessing§^ 
flow; and, above all things, let us remember our |^rea(^ 
deliverance from the bondage of sin^ and never suffey 
any change of fortune to make us distrust the power 
or providence of God. 

By swearing in the nam£ qf the Loud God, Mose& 
meant, that they should confirm thejir covenants, wbC' 
ther among themselves, or with pt^Jiex^njitioiis, m His 
HOLY NAME, by splepjniy ciJlingupon the JI.ord Qoh 
t^iwicness the agreement, and. to blep and prosper them^ 
or «end his judgnients upon them, according as they 
kept their oath, or brok^it ; as God is a Qon g^|r|^A, 
jt is very impious to promise or declare any thing in 
His name, without intending to perform it. The vio- 
lation of a solenin oath is called jT^'ury, it is a pre- 
sumptuous sin. 

We fin^ that Moses supposed that children would 
enquire the meaning of the religious rites and ceremo- 
nies observed by their parents : from whence we may 
iafer, that God is well pleased with those that fioek 
Him ea7-!j/; and it is certainly the interest, as vvell a^ 
the duty of Youth to do so ; for thpre is no other way 
of securing ^he blessing of Heaven, or of guarding theic 
winds against the allurements o£ the world. If the 
study of religion be deferred, other things will get pos- 
session of the affections of the heart, to the exclusion of 
God; a^ the soul 'will remain (perhaps for ever) a 
granger to the high^at and n^ost rational delight it is 
capable of enjoying. , 

God graciously promised the Israelites, ** that an ob- 
servance of' His L)ivine coi;amai:\ds should be their righte- 
ou&^es$^.^' }^^(m which we may understand, that 
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tihough thejr could hare no natural claim to God's bles- 
sings without unerring goodnesSf he would make allow. 
ances for the infirmities of human nature, and on 
condition that they would regulate their conduct hj 
tfie moral law, and offer the sacrifices whicli he had or* 
datned as means of grace. He would remit the punish- 
n«nt due for their oflTences, and accept of their beti 
tndtavoursi instead of undnning obedience^ provided 
diey were accompanied with fiuth and trust in his 
mercy* 

The righteousness of Christians consists in believing 
what has been revealed in the Scriptures concerningthe 
salvation of makindi partaking of the sacraments of 
Baptism and the Iran's Supper, and conforming their 
Kves to the Divine Precepts of the Gospel. 



SECTION XXVIL 

MOSES' ISXHOKTATIOK CONTINUED. 

From DeuL Chap. vil. 

Wh«n th^LoHD thy God shall bring thee into the 
land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast oat 
many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Girga- 
Aites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the 
Periasites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven 
nations greater and mightier than thou ; and when the 
XoRD thy God shall deliver them before thee, thou 
ihalt smite them, and utterly destroy them ; thou shjslt 
make no covenant with diem ; nor shew mercy unto 
them; neither shalt thoii owke marriages with them; 
thy daughter thou shaft not give unto his son^ nor his 
daughter shalt thou take unto thy son* 

For they will turn away thy scm from foUowmg me» 
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fljat thcj may serve .other gods : 59 will the M*ger ef 
the Lord be kindled against tou, and destroy tfiee 
suddenly. ^ ' ^ * 

But thus shall ye deal with them ; ye shall destroj- 
their altars, and break down their imagejBj, and cvit 
down their groves, and biirn their grav^ images WitA 
fire. A ^**^ 

For thou art an holy people unto |he Lord thy G6S\ 
the Lord thy (job hath chosen thee^ to be a spebi^ 
people tiiHo himself above all people thikt are upon tfre 
fiwe of the earth. "^^ ^ 

The Lord did not set hi« love upon you, nor choose 
you, because ye were more in number than any peopfe 
(for ye were the fewest'of all people), but because thfe 
Lord loved you, and because he would keep the oath 
which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord 
brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed 
you out of the house of bond«<men, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

Know therefore that the Lord thy GoD^^e is God^ 
the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy 
with them that love him, and keep his commandments 
to a thousand generations; and repayeth them {hat 
hate him, to their face, to destroy them : h6 will not be 
^k to him that hateth hiin ; he will repay him to his 
fkcc. 

Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, an*^ 
Ae statutes, and the judgments^ which I command Itiie 
this day, to do them. ^ '^ 

Wh^^ore it jhall come to pass, if ye hearken to 
&ese j)adgi|[ient8, and keep and do them; that the 
LoRDjtby Qod shall keep unto thee the covenant and 
^emerc]( w^i(^iie sware unto thy fathers: and he 
wiH love thee, ^id bless i^hee, and multiply thee : he 
y\\ g2 WiH 
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wiU ako bless the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of 
thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil, the io- 
crease of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the 
laad which he sware unto thy Buthers to give thee. 

Thou shalt be blessed above all people : there shall 
not be male or female barren among you, or amodg 
your cattle. 

And die Lord will take away from thee all sickness, 
and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt (which 
thou knowest) upon thee : but will lay them upon all 
them that hate thee. 

And thou shalt consume all the people which the 
Lord thy God shall deliver thee ; thine eye shall have 
no pity upon them : neither shalt thou serve their gods, 
fbr that will be a snare unto thee. 

If thou shalt say in thine heart. These natipns are 
more than I, how can I dispossess them ? thou shalt not 
be afraid of them : but shalt well remember what the 
Lord thy Goi> did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt: 
the great temptations which thine eyes saw, and the 
signs, and the wonders, and the mighty hand, and the 
$tretched-outarm, whereby the Lo ud thy Gon brought 
tiiee out: so shall the Lord thy God do unto all the 
people of whom thou art afraid. 

Moreover, the Lord thy God will send the hornet 
among them, until they that are left and hide them- 
selves from thee, be destroyed. 

Tho^ shalt not be affrighted at them : for the Lo&o 
thy Goi> is among you, a mighty God and terrible. 

And the Lord thy God will put out those nations 
before thee by little and little ; thou mayest not con- 
some them at once, lest the beasts of the field increase 
upon thee. 

But the Lord thy Goo shall deliver them unto thee, 

and 



d by Google 



( 125 ) 

and shall destroy them wkh a mighty destruction^ un^l. 
they be destroyed. 

And ho shall deliver their kings into thine hand, smd 
thou shalt destroy their name from under heaven ; therv 
^tl no man be able to stand before thee, until thou 
have destroyed them. 

The graven images of their gods shall ye bum with 
fire ; thou shalt nOt desire the silver or gold that is aa 
them, nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared there, 
m : for it is an abomination to the Lord thy^Goi»* 

Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thiot 
house, lest thou be a cursed thing like it : but thou 
Shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly abhor it ; 
for it is a cursed thing. 

All the commandments which I conmand ^ee this 
^,« shall ye observe to do, that yo ttiay Kve, and mul** 
fqply, and go in and possess the land which the Lord 
twtre unto your fkthers. 

And thou shall vememher all the way which the 
loRD thy God led thee these forty years in the wil« 
demess, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to knoit 
whatwa&in thine heart, whether thou woutdest keep 
hs commandments, or no* 

And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, 
and fed thee with manna (which thou knewest not, 
nehher did thy fathers know) that he might make* thee 
know that man doth not live by bread only, but by 
^ery word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the 
Lord doth man live. 

Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee,, neither di^ 
Ay foot swell these forty years. 

Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that as a mam 

diasteneth his son, so the Lord ^y God chastenetk 

thee. Therefore thou shalt keep the commandmenta 

of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear 

q3 him. 
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hkn. For tbe Lo RD thy Go D bringeth thee into a gooci 
landy a land of brooks of water, of fountains, and depths 
that spring out of valleys and hills ; a land of wheat, 
and barley, and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates, 
a land of oil*olive, and honey ; a land wherein thou 
shalt eat •bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack 
any thing in it ; a land whose stones are iron, and oMt 
of whose hills thou mayest dig brass. 

When tho« hast eaten and art full, theii thou shall 
bless the Lord thy God for the good land which he 
hath given thee. Beware that thou forget not the 
LoaD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and 
his judgments, and his statutes, which I command thee 
this day* 

• Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built 
goodly houses, and dwelt therein; and when thy herda 
and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is 
multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied, then 
thine heart be liHed up, and thou forget the Lord thy 
God, which brought thee forth out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage : 

Who led thee through that great and terrible wild^p>> 
ness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpipns, and 
drought, where there was no water ; who brought thee 
forth water out of the rock of flint ; who fed thee in 
the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew 
not, that he might humble thee, and that he might 
prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end! and thou 
say in thine heart. My power and the might of mine 
hand hath gotten me this weidth* 

But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God : for it 

is he that giveth the power to get wealth, that he may 

establish his covenant, which he sware imto thy fathers^ 

as it is this day. 

And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the Lorb 
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thj God, and walk after other godi, and serve theiii» 
aiid worship them, I testify ugainst you this day, that 
ye shall surely perish : as the nations which the Lord 
destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish, because 
ye would not be obedient unto the voice of the Lorb 
your Goi)» 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It appears at first sight very barbarous in Moses t» 
desire the Israelites to treat the seven nations with so 
much severity : but we must remember, that they were 
wicked idolaters, and the Israelites were in this case 
iostruments of punishment to them : had they been 
merely enemies to themselves, it would have been 
wrong to proceed against them with so mucli rigour ; 
but God best knew what these nations deserved, and 
the Israelites were bound to obey his commands. Had 
any of them been preserved alive, most likely the 
people would have married amongst them, as the de- 
scendants of Seth did with the posterity of Cain, which 
was the means of corrupting the worship of God, and 
introducing the utmost disorder. 

It was necessary, in order to maintain the honour of 
the Lord that the idolatrous kings should be put to 
death, and graven images, with every thing used in the 
worship of false gods, destroyed. 

It is a great instance of a particular Providence order- 
ing all things for the best, that the heathen nations 
were extirpated hy degrees ; for many of their fields and 
cities would have been desolate, and even filled with 
wild beasts, before the Israelites, who were, in compa- 
rison, few in number, would have been able to furnish 
them with inhabitants. 

Whether the raimeQt of the Israelites, literally speak- 
a4 iag, 
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Ing, neter xwxed old, ib a difficult matter to deterniine. 
If they had no means of procuring new ones, there is 
iio reason to doubt that God miraculously prevented 
their decay ; but 9s they carried plenty of tilings out 
of Egypt, and had some manufactares among them, it 
is most probable this was not the case : and the ex- 
pression, thy raiment iwtxed not old, neither did thyjbot 
swell these Jbrty years y may only mean that tlie Is- 
raelites were never reduced to the necessity of wear- 
ing tattered clothes, or going bare-foot fur want of 
shoes. 

We have before observed that Moses* exhortations 
to the Israelites are in many respects applicable to 
Christians ; several parts of this section are particularly 
to. 

It was not for our own merit, that the Lord re- 
deemed us, and took us into covenant with Himself; 
but because he is a faithful God, and sheweth merey 
from generation to generation. 

We must not presume on God's mercy, and think 
tlihat, because we are taken into covenant, \i e shall be 
finally saved by it, without any thing done on our part ; 
for those that hate and disobey God, He will certainly 
punish. 

The afflictions we meet with, we are taught, by this 
section, to consider as chastisevients designed to humble 
us, and to prove us. If we take them patiently, and 
amend our lives in consequence of them : if we make 
the commandments of God the rules of our actions, the 
Lord will conduct us safely through all the perils and 
dangers of this life, and bring us at last to that place 
of rest which is prepared for the faithful in Heaven. 

In the day of prosperity, it behoves us to keep a strict 
guard on our hearts ; for it is too often the case, that 
riches occasion people to forget God, and to ascribe 

their 
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flieir success in worldly affairs to their own wisdom, or 
abilities, not considering that they are indebted to the 
goodness of God for the very bread they eat from day 
to day, as much as the Israelites were for the manna; 
and that tmless preserved by His power and goodness, 
they cannot be sure that their lives will be continued a 
smgle moment. 



SECTION XXVIII. 

hoses' exhortation continues* 

From Ihut, Ckap^ x 

And Moses said, Now Israel, what doth the Lord 
thy God reqi^iire of thee, but to fear the Lord thy 
God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to 
serve the Loud thy God with all thy heart and with all 
thy soul, to keep the commandments of the Lord, and 
his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy 
good ? 

Behold the heaven, and the heaven pf heavens, is 
the Lord's thy God, the earth also, with all that 
therein is. 

Only the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love 
them, and he chose their seed after them, even you 
above all people, as it is this day. 

Correct your hearts, therefore, and be no.more stiff- 
necked. 

For the Lord your God is God of Gods, and Lord 
of Lords, a great God, a mighty and a terrible, which 
regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward; He doth 
execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, 
and loveth tlie stranger in giving him food and rai-t 
ment. 

G 5 l»0¥ft 
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Love ye therefore the stranger; for ye were fitrangert 
in the land of Egypt, 

Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God ; him shalt thou 
serve^ and to him shalt thou cleave, and swear by his 
name. 

He is thy praise, and he is thy God, that hath done 
for thee these great and terrible things which thine 
eyes have seen. 

Thy fathers y^^nt down into Egypt with threescore 
and ten persons ; and now the Loj^d thy God hadi 
made thee as the stars of heaven for multitude. 

Therefore thou shalt love the Lord thy God, and 
keep his charge, and his statutes, and his^ judgmenti^ 
' and his commandments alway. 

And know ye this day : for I speak lidfe with y<wr 
children, which have not known, and ^ich^ have not 
seen th^ chastisement of the Lord y^^-GoD, h» 
^eatness, his mighty hand, and his stretcHed-but arien^ 
^ut your eyes have seen all the great acts of the Lo&n 
wbi«h he did, therefore ipbey, Hiim 

ANNOTATIONS ani> REli^'feC'l^ONS; 

• . . ' ..at*, 't^i 

It is worthy of observation, that Mos^ 't^ffdih ia 
the knowledge of the very pe(^le to whom hi ad» 
dressed his discourse, for the truth of his assertions^ 
which he certainly would not have done, if thejr had 
tieen false ; we may therefore depend i^on the bbt^ry 
he gave of the various occurrences thai came Hinder 
his observation, as authentic matters of fact i had ^f 
becA oth/erwise, he would soon have been proved mv 
impostor; for however their descendants might have 
listened to fabulous tales,, those whom he referred to a& 
eye-witnesses, could not have been persuaded to believe 
that they really had beheld, what they had never BOG^i 

we 
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we may thereibre safety gire credit to hit history, Sar 
there is erery reason to beliere Uiat he was a fidthful 
bistprian* 

This part of Moses's exhortation affords rery useful 
instruction to Christians, because the same disposition 
of mind which he informed the Israelites was required 
in them, is required in Christians, to render them ac» 
ceptable to the Lord God. 

What a magnificent idea does Moses giro of the 
greatness of thai Divine Being who was known as the 
Lord God of Israeli We find thai he is God^ 
Gods, and Lomo^^Lords, the SufrsmbBbino* How 
hi^Iythenshould we honour Hiinl Surely we can da 
bo less dian fisar Him» and pay Him the best s^nricea 
we are capable oC The Lord is our Phuse, aud He ia 
wr Go»; aasndt therefore, let us cleave to Him^ and 
•nnoaccwml allow oursdves to think Him less grea# 
IhanHeis* 

SEcnoir xsBL 

In the IbDowini^ part of Moses^ eiAortalieD, be set 
before tbema Ueuing and a ctiri«» which is repeated ia 

< asufasmyiODlseedon, and will be noticed in that place* 

.* After Ibi^ he again commanded l^em lor destroy all 
mowanents of idoiatry where they went: andinfonned 

; IbeHi^thal aasomi as they should be settled in the land 
ef their inheritance^ the Lord would appoint a placd 

, where Hianfune should dwell; and to th^. they would 
b^ required to repair at stated times with their house- 
hold to offer sacrifices, and to r£j^e before the LoRD^ 

^ from which time» they would not be at liberty to pay 
theur hooiagie to the LaRD, in every place which they 
themselves mi^^ choose* He then gave them alieence. 
to eat flesh intheliwad of CmiaaD^ but proharitedbioodi. 
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Moses ^Iso enjoined tliem ndt to introduce into the, 
worship of the Lord any of the dieremonies which thfe 
heathen made use of, as they were abominations to the 
liORD, particularly the horrid custom of offering their 
own sons and daughters as burnt-offerings : but they 
were to adhere steadify to the brdinarices which Mosci 
h^d before made knxjwn, and which he nbw repeiated. 
From these injunctions we learn, that it is pleasing to 
th6 LoliD to see Hfs people assembled together in 
public worship, and that he deliglits hi Irahdldtng theitk 
cheerful and happy. How far the ordinfthd^^ of Mwes 
are to be observed t)y Christians, ftiay'be learnt ftom 
tbe New Testament. 

As many of the idolatrous priests' prfetended to b^ 
inspired by their gods to foretel future events, and by 
magical arts performed wOnderfUl things, whirfi pas^d 
on their infatuated folloWers"^ as real tnttstddSy Mb&^ 
gave the Israelites a rule, by which they rafght drstin^ 
guish a true prophet from these impostors. Which was 
this, not to think ftfiy ofte'Hrtrue prophet who would 
want to entice them to follow other gods than the 
loRD. Christians \{h the early agln^ ftf the Chforch 
(Especially) were liable to t!^e same kind i)f 4»ipo(ftkioin 
and bad also ia-rule to go by, ais will'be ^obaWvei itt it% 
proper place. 

Asit was known to God that ^te IsrtfeHleB wduM 
be apt to foWow the example of thdr ne^ghfefduiiij m 
. performing superstitious ceremonies, and seeking vo pi*y 
into futurity, by constrltmg person's caHed^kerdsttud 
«orcefers, who pretended to ha^ intereddr*e M^ spi- 
fits, Moses was ordered to give them strict injunctioiia 
i^ ttie contrary*. 

* Bfotei gsre the israeHtcs a vnricttj of other instructions ; but 
•s tiiese related entixely to their own ceremonial and political lawi 
they are omitted. 

An 
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An early acqu^untaiice with the word of God, dhouU 
keep us from the desite of knowing future events, whioh 
God for wise reasons has concealed from us: bift 
should we ever find an inelination to listen to fortune- 
tellers and conjurors^ let us remember, that Moses haii 
said, these things are abominations to the Lord. Such 
kind of persons cannot by any human art^ penetrate 
into the secrets of Providence any more than we can ; 
and if ^ey really had an intercourse with spirits, they 
must be bad ones, fbr no others would presume to make 
known what Gob thinks fit to conceal ; therefore a 
gbod person would not wish to gain information by 
their means, nor trust himself to the direction of the- 
Devil's agents. But we may assure oureelves, that 
fortune-tellers are impostors^ and know no more Xh&h 
we do what «hall befal us. 

The IsnteHtes were also repeatedly commanded not 
to make their sons and thenr daughters pass ihrdttgh the 
flre. In order to explain this, it ts necessary to Mention, 
that it was a custom amot^ some of the Canaanftes, to 
ofier their children in sacrifice to an idol called Mo- 
loch. The origina! practice was, to burh Ae innocent 
vicdm in a fiery fiirnace, and sometimes they pnt k 
hito a%ras8 ^tattkie of then* iilol flaming hot, and t6 
drown its cries, musicians were ordered to play on va- 
rious instruments. This savage barbarity was carried 
to such an excess, that even mothers would embrace 
their tender infants, and then commit them to the 
flames, without even shedding, a single tear. In latter 
times, they altered the custom, and made their children 
walk between two slow fires to the idol ; but this was 
only prolonging the torture^ ^id wa» the custom the 
Scripture alludes to. 

It is very amazing to think, how such things could 
ever be mvented by tftcfh ; and we may fessswrttoly «t^ 

pose 
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pote they were at fint instigated by the Devil| wha gl<y- 
fies in the miseries of mankind, and in working what-^ 
erer is displeasing to Almighty Goodnsss. 

Moses certainly was endued with the gifl of pro- 
phecy> for he ottered many predictions, towards the 
end of his life : one in particular was very remarkable, 
respecting a prophet tliat should arise at a future time 
like himself. 

The Lord thy Goi> (said he) will raise up imto the^ 
a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brediren, like 
unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; according to aM 
that thou desiredst cuf the Lord thy Goj> in Horeb^ in 
the di^ of the assembly^ saying. Let me not hear again 
the Toice of the Lord my Goi»^ neither let me see 
this great fire any more, that I die not* 

The perscm foretold in this prophecy^ is allowed to be 
the MssaiAH or Saviour ; and the Jews certainly 
bttiH great expectations upon it» We will defer the 
farlhtr consideration of this prediction, till we shew 
how il vaafiilfillsd in the person of Christ* Let us, 
howeves^ obswre^ that Moses foretold those woii|d 
be pimislw<i» who should refuse to hearken ta thia new 
Lmthgimr and Medtakurf and be gave them a,wute 1^ 
wMch a just judgment might be formed of a Jtm^^ or^a 
fidseprqpbet. ipHi 



SECTION XXX. 






HOSMB^ RXHORTATION CONTIKUED— THE CJOVENAWT 
RBKEWSD WITH THE ISRAELITES* ^^** 

FromDeut. Chap.^adx. ksau ^ 

Thbsx are the words of the covenant which the 
IiOBo commanded Moses to make with the difld^n of 

IsisbL 
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Israel in the land of Moab, besides the coresaBt wMnh 
he made with them in Horeb. 

And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto thenii 
Ye have seen all that the Lord did before your eyes 
in the land of Egypt, unto Pharaoh, and unto all his 
servants, and unto all his land; 

The great temptations which thine eyes hare seen, 
the signs and those great miracles : 

Hath not the Load given you an heart to perceive, 
and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this day * ? 

And I have led you forty years in the wilderness : 
your clothes are not waxen old upon you, and thy^hoe 
is not waxen old upon thy foot; 

Te have not eaten bread, neither have ye drunk wine 
nor strong drink : that ye might know that I am the 
Lord your CrOD. 

Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and do 
them, that ye may prosper in all that ye do. 

Te stand this day all of you before the Lord your 
God; your captains of your tribes, yoikoilders, and 
your oflScers, with all the men of Israel* " « 

Your little ones, your wives, and thy stranger that 
Js m Aj camp, from the hewer c^ thy wood, Qbt» the 
drawer ^ thy water : 

nuii thou shouldest enter into covenant with the 
IiOiBf Iky G<u>, and into his oath, which the Lori> 
Ibj God makedi wiA thee thiQ day. s 

That Re may establish thee to-day for a people unta 
Himself, and that He may be unto thee a God, as He 
halh said unto thee, and as he hath sworn unto thy 
flidierB, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

Nrither with yoa only do 1 make this covenant and 
thisoadi} 



I erides saj^ thtt thk verie may b« translated intemK 
plively. SeeSsvyferanewtraniUtkniafthefiible.. 
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But tnth hhn that standetii fiere with us this day be- 
- fore the Lord your God, and also with him tfhat is not 
here with us this day : 

Lest there should be among you man, or woman, or 
family, or tribe, whose heart turneth away this day from 
the Lord our God, to ^(S and serve the gods of these 
nations; lest there should be among you a root that 
beareth gall and wormwood : 

And it come to pass, when he heareth the words of 
this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, saying, I 
shall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of 
mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst; 

The Lord will not spare him, but then the anger of 
the Lord and his jealousy shall smoke against that 
man, and all the curses that are written in this book 
ehall lie upon him, and the Lord shall blot out hfs 
n^me from under heaven. 

And the Lord shall separate him unto evil, out of 
all the tribes of Israel, accor^ng to all the curses of the 
covenant that are written in this book of the law : 

So that the generation to come of your children thai 
shall rise up after you, and the stranger that shall come 
from a faf land, shall say, when they see the plagues of 
that land, and the sicknesses which the Lord hath laid 
upon it; 

And that the whole land thereof is brimstone, and 
salt, and burning, that it is not sown, nor bearefh, not 
any grass groweth therein like the overthrow of Sodom^ 
and Gomorrah, Adihah, and Zeboim, which the Lord 
6verthrew in his anger and in his wrath : 

Even all nations shall say, Wherefore hath the Loun 
"done thus unto this land? what meaneth the heat of fliis 
great anger? 

These men shall ^Ay^ Because they ha?e forsake* fche 

covenant of the Lord Goo of tkek ft^btni, whickte 

2 ^ made 
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made Urith them when he brought them forth out of the 
land of Egypt : for they went and served other gods, 
and worshipped them, gods whom they knew not, and 
whom lie had not given unto them : and the anger of 
theLoHD was kindled against this land, to bring upon 
it all the curses that are written in. this book : and the 
Lord rooted them out of Iheir land in anger, and in 
wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into an- 
other land, as it is this day. 

The secret things belong unto the Lord our God ; 
but those things which are revealed belong unto us and 
to our children for ever, that we may *do all the words 
of this law. 

And it shall come to pasd, when all these things are 
come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I 
have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind 
among all the nations whither the Loud thy God hath 
driven thee, and shalt return unto the Lord thy God, 
and shalt obey his voice According to all that I com- 
mand thee this day, thou and thy children, with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul ; that then the Lord 
thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion 
upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the 
nations, whither the Lord thy God hath scattered 
thee 

If any of tln'ne be driven out unto the outmost parlfi 
of heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God gather 
thee, and from thence will he fetch thee : and the Lo a n 
thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fa- 
thers possessed, and thou shalt possess it : and he will 
do thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. 

And the Lord thy God will correct thine heart, and 
the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that -thou mayest 
live. 

And 
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And the Lord ^hy poD will put all th^e curses 
upon thine enemies, and on them that hatethee, which 
persecuted thee. 

And thou shalt return and obey the voice of the 
Lord, and do all his commandments, which I com- 
mand thee this day. 

And the Lord thy God will make thee plenteous in 
every work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and 
in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, 
for good : for the Lord will again rejoice over thee for 
good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers : if thou shalt 
hearken unto the voice of the Loud thy God to keep 
his commandments and his statutes which are written 
in this book of the law, and if thou turn unto the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul. 

For this commandment which I command thee this 
day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. 

It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say. Who 
fihall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that 
we may bear it, and do it ? neither is it beyond the 
sea, that thou shouldest say. Who shall go over the 
sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it,^ 
and do it ? 

See, 1 have set before thee this day life and good, 
and death and evil ; in that I command thee this day 
to love the Lord thy Goo, to walk in his ways, i^nd to 
keep his commandments, an^ hb statutes, and hisjudg- 
xnents, that thou mayest live and multiply : apd the 
Lord thy God shall bless thee in tlie la^nd whither 
thou jgoast to posses it. 

But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not 
hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, 
and serve them ; I denounce unto you this day that ye 
iihall purely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your 

days 
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isy$ upon llie land,;^ whither tboa passes! avef Jordan, 
to go to possess it. , 

I call heaven and earth to record this day against 
you that I have set before jou life and death, blessing: 
and cursing : therefdre choose life, that both thou and 
thy seed may live : that thou may est love the Lord thy 
God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that 
thou mayest cleave unto him ; for he is thy life, and 
the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in 
the land which the Lord sware unto thy fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them. 

And Moses and the priests the L^vites spake unto all 
Israel, saying. Take heed, and hearken, O Israel ; this, 
day thou art become the people of the Lord thy God. 

This day the Loud tky God hath commanded thee 
to do these statutes and judgments; thou shalt there-, 
fcre keep and do them with all thine heart, and with 
all thy soul. 

Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy 
6oD, ttdd to walk in his wi^s, and to keep his statutes^ 
and his commandments, and his judgments, and ta 
hearken unto his voice : and the Lord hath avouched 
thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath pro- 
mised Uiee, and that thou shouldest keep all his com- 
mandments ; and to make thee high above all nations 
which he hath made, in praise, and in name, and in 
honour ; and that thou nwyest be an holy people tmto 
the Loao thy God, as he hath spoken. 

Thou sbah therefore obey the *Voice of the Lord thy 
God, aiid do his commandments and hk statutes, which 
I command thee this day, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

As many of the people vre^e either not bom, or too 

yoo&fi 
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youingy to understand the covenant which wa$ made 
with their fathers at Horeb, the Lord vouchsafed to 
renew it with them, and Moses was the mediator as in 
the beginning. All those were included, who were 
Tinder the necessity of being absent. 

Oir the same day that the covenant was made, Mose« 
charged the people to build an altar to the'LoRo, and 
write upon the stones, that composed it, tie words of 
the law, and directed, that as soon as they had passed 
over Jordan, the twelve tribes sliould divide themselves 
into two parties, one to stand on monnt G^frassim, the 
Other on mount Ebal (which was so near to each other, 
that nothing but a valley, about 200 paces wide, part- 
ed them) and there to pronounce a particular form of 
blessing on those that kept the covenant, and of cursing 
on those that broke it: and we have in our Church 
a ceremony answerable to this, a comminatfon or iie^ 
nouncing of God's vengeance against sinhers, pro- 
nounced every year, on the first day oT Lent, commonly 
called Ash-Wednesday, when suitable prayers are read> 
and as in the original appointment at mount Gerazim, 
all the people answer Amen, by which they acknow* 
Jedge the Divine justice of the denunciation (which is' 
collected from the Scriptures), and the necessity of a^^ 
voiding those vices, to which the curse of God is duer 

We find that the Lord encouraged the Israelites to 
be obedient, by promises of great blessings ; arid deterred 
them from disobedjence by severe threatenihgs ; and 
gave great hopes of mercy to the peftitent; so that no mo- 
tive was wanting to incline them to keep the covenant. 

How comfortable was the solemn assurance they re- 
ceived, that they were become the people' of the Lohd 
their God ! How ewful the thought^ that they had 
bound themselves to keep all His commandments ! This 
obligation was a very extensive oae ; for the law of 

Moses 
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M^sei consisted^ as we find^ of numberles« articles. 
The chief end of the cei-emonial precepts was, as we 
have before observed, to prefigure the person and trans- 
actions of the Messiah ; of the political precepts, to 
keep them a separate nation ; and the moral were in 
genera] suited to all mankind. This law was perfectly 
adapted t6 the condition of the Israelites ; but' it was 
very burdensome, and gave no certain hopes of eternal 
happiness. The Christian Covenant is greatly superior 
to it, as is proved by the writings of the New Testa- 
ment: in studying of which, we shall find ample cause 
to be thankful to God for making us partakers of the 
better Covenant. In the mean time, let us treasure up 
in our mind the religious and moral injunctions which 
Moses gave to tlie Israelites ; for they will be found 
very applicable to Christians, who are become the pe- 
culiar people of God. 

SECTION XXXL 

MOSES BNCOURAGETH JOSHUA AND THE ISRAELITES 
TO COKFIDE IN GOD. 

From Deut^ Chap, xxxi. . 

And Moses went, and spake these words unto all 
Israel. 

And he said unto them, I am an hundred and twenty 
years old this day ; I can no more go out and come in ; 
also the Lord hath said unto me. Thou shalt not go 
over this Jordan. 

The Lord thy God, he will go over before thee, and 
he will destroy these nations from before thee, and thou 
shalt possess them; and Joshua, he shall go over before 
thee, as the Lord hath said. 

Be strong an4 of a good courage, fear not, nor be 

afraid 
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mfraid nTHhem^.'for the Loud iby GbOf he it is that 
^oth go with thee, he will tiot fail thee nor forsake 
*hee, * » 

I And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto bim 
in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good cou- 
rage : for thou must ga with this people unto the land 
which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give 
them ; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. 

And the Lorj', he it is that doth go before thee, he 
will be with thee» he will not fall thee, neither forsake 
thee : fear not, neither be dismayed. 

And Moses wrote ihie law, and delivered it unto the 
priests, the sons of Levi which bare the ark of the co- 
venant ol the Lo < I ^ and unto ali the elders of Israel. 
And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of 
every siiven years, in the solemnity ofthe year of release 
in the feast of tabernacles, when all Israel is come to 
appvar before the Lord thy God, in the place which 
he shall choose ; thou shalt read this law before tU 
Israel, in their hearing. 

'Gather the people together, men, and women, and 
children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that 
they may hear, and that they may learn and fear the 
Lord your God, and observe to do all the words of this 
law ; and that their children, which have not known 
anj' thing, may hear, and learn to fear the Lord your 
God, as long as \c live ua the land wliither ye go over 
Jordan to possess it.* * 

And the Loan said unto Moses, Behold thy days 
approach ihatiMDunigst die: call Joshua, and {^resent 
your^lye&in the tabernacle of the cengreg^on, that I 
may give him a charge. And Moses and Jo4hva Went, 
and i^^esentod themselves in tlie tabernacle •f^fhe con- 
gregation, i ^,J I, t .1, : ; M . 
I - And tii^iLoRo appeared m the tabernacle hi a pillar 
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«f a cloud i ahd the pillar of the dcmd atood arer tlie 
door of the tabernacle* 

And the LoRB aaid unto Moses, Behold thou thalt 
sleep with thjr fittfaersy and this people will rise up« and 
go after the gods of the strani^ers of the land whither 
they go to be amongst them, and will forsake me, and 
break my covenant which I hare made with them ? 
Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that 
day, and I wUl forsake them, and I will hide my face 
from them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils 
and troubles shall befal them ; so that they will say in 
tliat day. Are not these evils come upon us because our 
OoD is not amongst us ? 

And I will surely hide my face in that day, for all 
the evils which they shall have wrought, in that they 
are turned unto other gods. 

Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach 
it the children of Israel ; put it in their mouths, that 
this song may be a witness for me against the children 
of Israel. 

For when I shall have brought them into the land, 
which I sware unto their fathers, that floweth with 
milk and honey ; and they shall have eaten and filled 
themselves, and waxen fat ; then will they turn unto 
other gods, and serve them, and provoke roe, and 
break my covenant. 

And it shall iH)me to pass, when many evils and 
troubles are befallen them, that this song shall testify 
agaust them, as a witness ; for it shidl not be forgotten 
out of the wMiths of their aeed ; for J know Am ima* 
ginatioa whidi they go about, even now befee I hxv^ 
brought tbem^ into the land which I sware. 

Moaes tbetebte wrote the song the same day^ «id 
taught i% the chikbren of Israel* 

And 
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And Ikc gavi^ Joshua the $on pf Nuo a charg^u 90£i 
saicU Be strong, and of a good courage : for thou shalt 
bfiBg the children of Israel into the la^d which I sware 
unto them : and I will be with thee. 

And it came to pass when Moses had made an and of 
writing the words of this law in a bQok, until they wer^ 
iiuished ; that Moses commanded the Levltes which 
bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, Tafcj 
this hook of the law, and put it in the side of tlie ark of 
the covenant of the Lord your Gop, that it may be 
there for a witness against thee. 

For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck ; b«r 
hold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye have 
been rebellious against the Lord ; and how xu|ich more 
after my death ? 

Gather unto me all the elders of yoi^r tribes, and your 
officers^ that I may speak those words in their ears^ and 
call heaven and earth to record against them. 

For I know that after my death^ye will utterly coJtf 
rupt yourselves, and turn aside from the way which J 
have commanded you : and evil will befal ypu in the 
latter days ; because ye will do evil in the sight o£ the 
XoRD, to provoke him to anger through the work of 
your hands.. 

And Mpses spake in the ears of all the CQPgregatioft 
of Israel the words of the song until they were e^nded. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

]R^ose(( w;5w extijcwiely anxious for the future )^el&re of 
t)ie I«r^it^i It w^ very proper that th^ law f^o^^l 
be ^rkti;n, aJid that a copy of it should be dopo^ited in 
the Ark, lest the cppies given to the elders ^ould b^ 
Ic^tt or qprr^pti^dj by goii^ thjrpugh ^\xq^^^ f^W^l?^ ^^ 
handa. 

Once in seven years, the whole law was to be read 

publicly 
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publicly before^all the inhabitants of the land of Israe] ; 
not aa individual was suffered to remain in ignorance 
of his duty, or of the blessings and curses annexed to 
the covenant. 

That the Israelites might be convinced of the fore- 
knowledge of God, the Lord for^old how they would 
forsake His covenant, and what would be their senti- 
ments, when they had brought the evil upon themselves 
which he threatened. 

With what calm resignation did Moses receive the 
tidings of his approaching death ! His only care was to 
give all possible instruction to the people he was going 
to leave, and to their leader, who was to succeed him» 
The subsequent behaviour of the Israelites will shevr 
that he was a true prophet. 

That they might never want a proper form of devo- 
tion the Lord inspired Moses to compose a song, or 
poem, and commanded him, afler repeating it to the 
Israelites, to cause them to learn it by heart. In this 
was expressed, in a most subliiiie manner, the many 
benefits and favours which God had bestowed on Hii 
people ; their ingratitude and forgetfulness of Him ; 
the punishments with which he had afflicted them, and 
the commination of greater judgments, if they persisted 
to provoke Him, by a repetition of wickedness. 

How dreadful it is to reflect, that, under a more per* 
feet dispensation-than the Mosaic, thousands, nay mil- 
lions, amongst us, have grown up without any religious 
instruction, and have lived in worse than heathen dark- 
ness, in a land, on which the Sun ef Righteousness sheds 
its clearest light ! At length, through the tender mercy 
of our God, the day spring from on high has visited 
them, to guide their feet into the way ©f peace. Tlie 
children of the poor, who before knew not any thing, 
are now taught to fear the Lord tlieii* Go», aod keep 

▼oi.n. H His 
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His Sabbath^; and we may hope, that the rising gene- 
ration will be a people acceptable to Him. 



SECTION XXII. 

THE DBATH OF MOSES. 

Frcm Deut. Chap, xxxiii. xxxiv. 

And Moses the man of God blessed Israel before 
his death *. 

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab, unto 
the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgafa, that is over 
against Jericho. And the Lord shewed him all the 
land of Gilead, unto Dan, and all Naphtali, and the 
land of Ephraim, and Manasseh ; and all the land of 
Judah, unto the utmost sea, and the south, and the plain 
of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm-trees, unto 
Zoar. 

And the Lord said unto him. This is the land which 
I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 
saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused 
thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go 
over thither. 

So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the 
land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord. 

And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, 
over against Beth-peor ; but no man knoweth of his 
sepulchre unto this day. 

And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old 
when he died : his eye was not dim, nor his natural 
force abated. 

And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the 

* See die bloMings upon each tribe in Deat, xzxtii* 

phioi 
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plains of Moab thirty days : so the days of weeping ani 
mourning for Moses were ended. 

And there aro8@ not a prophet since in Israel like 
unto Mo<^es, whom the Lord knew face to face : 

In all the signs and the wonders which the Lor» 
sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and 
to all his servants, and to all his land. 

And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great 
terror which Moses shewed ia the sight of all Israel. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

We have now gone through the Pbntateuch, or 
the five books written by Moses, called Genesis, Exo« 
dus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. They are ex- 
ceedingly valuable to us on account of the important 
instruction they afford, the examples of faith and piety 
proposed to our imitation, and the wonderful proofs of 
the power, wisdon, and goodness of God, which, if 
properly considered, will incline us to love and fear 
Him : and they likewise contain, the only account tp 
be depended on of the origmal of all things* The last 
chapter of Deuteronomy is supposed to have been writ- 
ten by Joshua : whoever was the writer was certainly 
inspired by God, for no man knew the circumstances 
that are here related. Lest the people should offer 
divine worship to Moses afler his death, the place of 
his burial was concealed. 

Moses, though 120 years old, enjoyed perfect health 
and strength to the last, and the faculties of his mind 
wnre likewise unimpaired ; yet he cheerfully obeyed 
the summons of the LoaD» and ascended the mountain 
to die there. This is a convincing proof, that he looked 
for the performance of a better covenant in another ivorldf 
for though we do not find in the Bible, that Moses was 
H 2 commisiioned 
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commissionedhy God to make any promises to the peo- 
ple concerning everlasting happiness^ they certainly un- 
derstood the blessings of Canaan to be ti/pes or skadows 
oTgood things to come. Before his death, he pronounce 
«d a propiietic blessing on the people. 
. We have now brought the history of Moses to a con- 
clusion ; and surely no man ever led a more exemplary 
life. With what amiable meekness did he endure the 
hardships and toil of governing a discontented people! 
nothing ^ould abate the ardour of his affection for his 
countrymen, or dishearten him in his endeavours to 
serve them. It was because his love for them was 
invincible, that he endured all their complamts and re- 
preaches, with such persevering calmness, as to obtain 
him this character, that he xjoas very meek above all the 
men that dxvelt vpon the face ofthfi earth * ; which He 
who knew all hearts, even the Spirit of Truth, dictated 
Moses to write of himself, that the worid might be 
made acquainted with what otherwise would never have 
been known. 

From the example of Moses, let us learn to cultivate 
that charity which is not easily provoked. To enable 
us to practice the virtue of meekness, it is not necessary 
that we should be possessed of distinguished abilities, or 
placed in an exalted station. Every relation, every 
situation in life, affords us. sufficient opportunities for 
the exercise of thia temper. In the present state of 
human nature, we need not therefore be at a loss for 
occasions to exercise a meek and gentle temper ; and 
if we be properly under the infiuence of the principle 
of benevolence, we shall never want the inclination* 

* Numbers zii. 3. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XXXIIL 

JOSHUA APPOINTED TO THE GOVERNMENT BY THE 
LORD, AND ACCEPTED BY THE PEOPLE. 

From Joshua^ Chap, i. 

Now afler the death of Moses the servant of the 
Lord, it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto Joshua 
the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, Moses my ser- 
vant is dead ; now therefore arise^ go over this Jordan, 
thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give 
to them, even to the children of Israel. 

Everyplace that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. 

From the wilderness and this Lebanon, even unto 
the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites, and unto the great jsea, toward the going down 
of the sun, shall be your coast. 

There shall not any man be able to stand before thee 
all the days of thy life : As I was with Moses, so will I 
be with thee ; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

Be strong, and of a good courage; for unto this' 
people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land 
which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 

Only be thou strong and very courageous, th^t thou 
mayest observe to do according, to all the law, which 
Moses, my servant, commanded thee ; turn not from it 
to the right hand or to the lefl^ that thou mayest prosper 
whithersoever thou goest. 

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and night* 
that thou mayest observe to Ao according to all that it 
written therein ; for then thou shalt make thy way pros- 
perous, and then thou shalt have good success. 

H 3 Have 
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Have not I commaBded thee ? Be strong and of a 
good courage, he not afraid, neither be thou dismayed : 
for the Lord thy Gon is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest. 

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 
saying, Pass through the host, and command the people^ 
saying. Prepare you victuals : for within three dpys ye 
shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land 
which the LoRi>your God giveth you to possess it. 

And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to half 
the tribe of Maaassehi spake Josliua, saying, Remember 
the word which Moses the servant of the Loud com- 
manded you, saying, The Lord your God hath given 
you rest, and hath given you this land : 

Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall re-r 
main in the land which Moses gave you on this sid^. 
Jordan ; but ye shall pass before yoyr brethren armedt 
all the mighty men of valour, and hdp them i 
. Until -the Lord have given your brethren rest, as ha 
kath given you, and they als<r have possessed the land 
which the Lord your God giveth them : then ye shall 
f£turn untQ the land of your possession, and enjoy it 
which Moses the Lord's servant gave you on this sida 
Jordan tpur^rd ^he sun-rising. 

And they an^wefr^d Joshua saying, all that thou com- 
mandest us wewiU^cjio, and whithersoever thou sendest 
HB we will go. 

According as we hearkened unto Moses iit all thiiigSi 
80 will we hearken unto thee : only the Lord thy Goo 
be with thee, as )ie was with Moses. 

Whosoever he be that doth rebel against thy com** 
mandmeot, and will not hearken unto thy words, in all 
4iat thou commandest him, be shall be put to d^ath : 
only be stcong and of a good coura|j|e* 

ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Joshua was the properest person in the world for the 
important office he was appointed to, because he had 
for some time been the constant companion of Moses, 
and received ample instructions from him : he was hke- 
wise a man of exemplary life and conversation. To 
conquer Canaan, and govern Israel, were great under- 
takings ; but he had every degree of encouragement 
that he could desire, for he had received infallible as- 
surances that the Lord would strengthen him to per- 
form whatever he required him to attempt. 

The enterprize of passing the river Jordan was cer« 
tainly (irccording to the common course of things) very 
unlikely to be attended with success, as there was no 
bridge by which they could march across it; neither 
were they furnished with boats to pass it ; and the 
river though not broad, was too rapid for armed men to 
swim over ; Botwithstanding these obstacles, Joshua 
aade not the least objection to the undertaking, know- 
ing that all things are possible to God. '1 he people 
were m a most excellent disposition of mind, for they 
willingly submitted to his authority, and devoutly wished 
for the Presence of God amongst them, encouraghig 
Joshua to pursue the work he had engaged in witK 
steadiness and chearfulness. 

Joshua on this occ^ion commanded the people iopte^ 
pftreihem vietuals; from which we may concludt-, that 
the Loan had informed him manna wooid cease. We 
find that the Reubenites and Gadiies attended, accord- 
ing to the covenant they had made with Moses ; but a» 
theif-tribes -composed an army of an hundred thousand 
fighting m n, he took only half of them, leaving the' 
x«^ to defend their new possessions and their families. 
H 4 From 
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From the Lord's injunction to Joshua, to meditate 
on the book of the law day and night, we may under- 
.^stand that a diligent study of tlie -Scriptures, with a 
vjview to ^he regulation of our lives and action^, is the 
way to obtain prosperity. Of this we may be certaipi 
that it is the only likely method to secure our eteraal 
happiness. 

SECTION XXXIV. 

JOSHVA SENDS -«JPIM TO JERICHO, WHO ARE COK- 
CEALED FROM THEIR PURSUERS BY RAHA«^ 

From Joshua, Chap, ii. 

And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two 
men, to spy secretly, saying, Go, view the land, even 
^Jericho y and they went and came into an harlot's 
house, named Raliab, and lodged there. 

And it was told the king of Jericho, saying. Behold, 
there came men in hither to night of the children of 
Israel, to Search out the country. 

And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, 
Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which are 
'entered into thine house; for they be come to search 
out all the countty. 

And the woman took the two men, and hid them, 
and said thus, There came men unto me, but I wist not 
** Whence they were : and it came to pass about the thne 
of shutting the gate, when it was dark, that the men 
went out :. whither the men went, I wot not ; pursue 
after them quickly, fbr ye shall overtake them. 

* But she had brought them up to the roof of the 
house, and hid them with the stalks of flax, which she 

* had laid in Ord^r upon the roof. 

And the men pursued after them the way to Jord^, 
' unto 
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unto the fords i and as soon as they which pursued after 
them were gone out, they shut the gate. ' 

And before they were laid down, she eamie up unto 
them upon the roof; and she said unto the meii, 1 know 
that the Lord hath given you the land, and that 'your 
terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitant!} of 
the land faint because of you. * 

For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water 
ef the Red Sea for you, when you came out of Egypt; 
and what you did unto the two kings of the Amoritea 
that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, 
whom ye utterly destroyed* 

And as soon as we had heard these things our hearts 
did melt, neither did ^here remain any more courage in 
any man, because of you: for the Loud your God, he 
is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath. 

Now, therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the 
Lor d, since I have sliewed you kindness, that ye will 
also shew kindness unto my father's house ; and give 
me a true token : and that ye will save alive my father^ 
and my mother, and my brethren, and sisters, and aU 
that they have, and deliver our lives from death. 

And the men answered her. Our life for yourg, if ye 
utter not this our business. And it shall be when tb& 
Lord hath given us the land, that we will deal kifid)y^ 
and truly with thee. i 

Then she let them down by a cord through the win* 
dow: for her house waa upon the town wall, and ibc 
4welt upon the walL^. , 

And she said untio them, Gel you :to the mountaip» 
lest the pursuers meet you ; and hide yourselves ,t|ic)to 
three days, until the pursuers be returned ; and a^r* 
ward may ye- go your way. 4 

. And the men said unto her. We will be blamelcjss^ 
this thine oath which thou hast made us swewr* . 

u 5 BehoM> 
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* BchiyUy when we came into the land, thou thaU bind 
this Hne of scarlet thread In the window wl»ch thoa 
iidat let m down by : and thou sfaalt bring tliy father, 
and thy mother, smd thy brethen, and all thy father's 
kotishold home unto thee. 

And it shall be, that whosoever sh^l go ont of the 
doors €i thy house into the street, his blood shall be^ 
i^n hit head, and we will be guiltless : and whosoever 
9haH be with thee in the house, his Uood shall be upon 
our head, if any hand be upon him. 

And if thou utter this our business, then we will be 
quit of thine oath which thou hast made us to swear. 

And she said, according to your words, so be it. And 
she sent them away, and they departed. And she bound 
the scarlet line in the window. 

And they went and came unto the mountain, and 
abode there three days until the pursuers' were return- 
ed. And the pursuers sought them throughout all the 
way, but found them not. 
^ 80 the two men returned, and descended fr<mi the 
»0URtsiD> and passed over, and came to Joshua the 
son of Nun, and told him all, things that befel them ; 
" And they said unto Joshua, Truly the Lord hath 
Mivei^ into our hands all the laud ; for even all the 
h$t^iMmtM o§ the country do faint became of us. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

** Jericho was a city just opposite to the place whef» 
the Israelites were to pass the river Jordan, and the 
nearest for them to attack. From what motive Joshua 
wasilMiuced to send spies thither, we are not informed) 
but we may reasonably conjecture, that he was com^ 
manded to do so, for the purpose of saving Rahi^- 
vAka would otherwise have been involved in the general 
destructioB* - * ..>....«*. 

V. .-... ... This 
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llib iroRiftm is called a harlot / bat it t e««ns tliat Iho 
Hebrew word will admit of anotber interpretation, 6i$ 
hostess. From Raliab's account of ih^ consternation 
which prevailed in Jericho, we learn in what mannci^ 
the terror ofihe Loan, that^«r whicb he promised tx$ 
lend hefore kis people upon the heathen naticHisty ope» 
nUed, and by the efiect which it had upon her, we maj^ 
imderstandy that it was calculated to produce wisdom, 
in we]i>inclined minds, but to intimidate the presunqy* 
tuoos sinner. 

In order to clear Rahab from the imputation of treas* 
chery and treason, we must consider that her mind 
was possessed with a thorough persuasion, that the €ro& 
^Israel was Lord of all things in heaven and earth; 
and that He was able to do by that city as He had 
done by Egypt, aiid she feared His Almtghty power. 
By what means she had received intimation of the de» 
sign of CrOD towards the Canaanites is uncertain, thoogh 
from her own words we may conclude, that the king 
and people of Jericho had been warned of the intended 
destruction of the place : all excepting herself werettfia 
moved; she, on the contrary, secretly resolved to addrtf 
and worship the Gro» of Israel; slie therefore rejoiced 
in the opportunity of b^ing serviceable to^ His peo^e^ 
Those kings who threw off the authority of Goi>, ami 
devoted themselves to the worsh^ of idols, encouraging 
their subjects to commit abominationt to the Loaiy^ 
were not intitled to allegiance from true believers, be* 
^use no person could obey them, without di8obeyin|{ 
God; therefore what would have been treason and 
treachery in another case, was none in Rahab's, as she 
acted from what ought to be the first principle in every 
breast, love and Jear qfthe Supreme Beiho. Herex* 
ample, however, in respect to betraying her country, i» 
not recommended to future imitation, for it was only 
hG justifiable 
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justifiable under those peculiar jdrcumstancef ; againsi 
a people evidently devoted to destruction for their wick^ 
ednessy and mjkvour of a people visibly under the guid* 
ance and protection of the Almighty. In respect like* 
wise to the falsity she uttered, her case was of a very 
particular nature ; she had but one alternative, either 
tfi conceal the men whose cause she had espoused for 
just reasons, or to deliver them to tlieir enemies ; Iml 
we cannot wonder that she should be solicitous to pro. 
vide for her own future safety, by preserving those whp 
would soon have the power of protecting her from the 
general destruction which she believed was coming on 
her country, and which her utmost fidelity to the pei^ 
pie of Jericho Would not have been able to avert. Had 
she owned they were in the house, she would have 
betrayed those who, properly speaking, were become 
ber countrymen. 

The Scriptures of the New Testament point out Ra- 
hab as a person of exemplary piety ; and indeed to 
carry her through such an undertaking, she must have 
bad a great degree of faith *; but she did not rest here, 
$1^0 shewed her, /a;^A by her ttfor^jf. Let us imitate 
Bahab in respect to faith and trust in God, ^d, like 
her, let us shew kindness to his faithful servants. We 
shall never be tempted, as she was, to forego our alle- 
giance to our sovereign on account of idolatrous 
WORSHIP, for none but a professed CHRisTiAii c^ 
reign over us : the King is bound to defend our faith, 
and consequently be is entjitled to the loyalty of Jiis 
subjects, who could not betray him to an enemy with* 
out being gnittj of a great sin. 

^H^b.xi.31. tJam. ii.J5. 
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SECTION XXJCV. 

THE WATERS OF JORDAN DIVIDE AND THE PEOPZ.ll 
PASS THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE RIVER. 

From Joshua^ Chap. iii. iv. 

And iJo^ua rose early in the morning : and they re« 
moved from SbittiQi> and came to Jordan, he and all 
the children of Israel, and lodged there before they 
passed over. 

And it came to pass aft^r three days that the officers 
went through the host ; and they commanded the ped« 
pie, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord your God^ apd the priests, the Levites bearing it, 
then ye shall remove irom your place, and go ader it. 

Yet there shall be a space between you^nd it, about 
two thousand cubits by measure : come not near unto 
k, that ye may know the way by , which ye must go ; 
&r ye hai^e not passed this way heretofore. 

And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves; 
ibr.4;o*n9orr6w the Lo^d >^iil do wonders among you. 

And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying. Take up 
the ark of th$ c(^y€|i»^t, and pass over before the peo- 
]de. And tbey too^ vyp the ark of the covenant, and 
went bef<Nre the people.. 

And the Lord said unto Joshua, this day will I be- 
giOfto magniify t|^ee in the sight of all Israel, that they 
may know that as I was with Moses^ so I will be with 
thee. , 

And thoB shaU command the priests that bear the 
ark of the covenant, saying. When ye are come to the 
brink of the water pf Jordan, ye shall stand still in 
Jordan. ^ f • 

: And Joahua said upto the children of Israel, Come 
^tber, and hear the words of the Lord yeur God. 

Ana 



d by Google » — 



( isr ) 

And Joshua saSl, hereby ye shall know that the 
Mving God is among you, and that he will without fail 
drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the 
HittiteSy and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 

Behold^ the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all 
the earth, passeth over before you into Jordan. 

Now ti>erefore take ye twelve men out of the tribci 
iaf Israel, out of every tribe a man* 

And it shall come to pass, as soon as theades of tht 
feet of the priests that bear the ark of the Loud, the 
Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, 
that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the wa* 
ters that come down from above ; and they shaU stand 
upon an heap. 

And it came to pass when the people removed from 
Aeir tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing 
the ark of the eovenant before the people ; and as they 
that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet 
of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim 
of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks aH 
tile time of harvest). 

That the waters which came down from above, stood 
and rose up on an heap very far from the city Adam 
that is beside Zaretan ; and those that came down lo^ 
ward the sea of the plain, even the sal^sea, fiiiled, and 
were cut off: and the people passed over right againA 
Jerichp'. 

And the piests that bare the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, stood firm on dry ground in the midst of • 
Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry 
ground, until all the people were passed eleanovw 
Jordan. 

And it came to pass when all the people were clean 
jpassed over Jordan, that the Lord spake unto^ Joshua^ • 

sayini^ 
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mjiag^ Take you twelve men out oftbe people^ oitt of 
every tribe a man, and command you them» sayingg 
Take ye bience out of the midst of Jordan, out of the 
place where the priests feet stood firm, twelve stonea» 
and ye shall cariy them over with you, and leave them 
IQ the lodging-place where ye shall lodge this night* 

Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had 
piepared of the children of Israel, out of every tribe a 



And Joshua said unto them. Pass over before the ark 
of the Lord your God into the midst of Jordan, and 
take ye up every man of you a stone upou his shoulder, 
ac$»)rding unto the number of the tribes of Uie chiL* 
dren of Israel : 

That ^his may be a sign among you, that wheayour 
children ask their fathers in time to come, saying. What 
mean ye by these stones ? then shall ye answer them. 
That the waters of Jcn'dan were cut off before the ark 
of the covenant of the Loan, when it passed over Jor* 
dan, the waters of Jordan were cut* off: and these 
stones shall be fi^r a memorial unto the children of Is* 
rael for ever. * 

.And the children of Israel did sa as Joshua comf- 
iQSftded, and took i^ twelve stones out of the midst of 
Jordan, as the Loan spake unto Joshua, according ta 
the number of the tribes of the children of Iforael, and 
carried them ever with them un^otbe place where the; 
lodged, and laid them down there* 

And. Joshua set up twelve stones in the nudst of Jor- 
dan, in the place where the feet of the priests whichi 
iHMPe the ark of the covenant stood : and they are there 
mto thia day* 

For the priests which bare the ark stood in the midst 

^Jordan, until every thjng was £u>ished that the Lord 

CQBunanded Joshua t^ ipeak unb> tbe peop{e^ according 

1 to 
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to an that Moses commanded Joshtia: and the people 
hasted and passed over. 

' And it came to \>ass when all the people were clean 
passed over, that the ark of the Lord passed over, and 
tiie priests in the presence of the people. 

And the children of Reuben, and the children of 
Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh, passed over armed 
before the children of Israel, as Moses spake ixnta 
them : about forty thousand prepared for war passed 
over before the Lokd unto battle, to the plains of 
Jericho. 

On that day the Loan magnified Joshua in the sight 
of all Israel; and they feared him, as they fbared 
Moses, all the days of his life. 

And the Lo: d spake unto Joshua, saying, .Command 
the priests that bear the ark of the testimony, that they 
come up out of Jordan. 

Joshua therefore commanded the priests, sayhig^ 
Come ye up out of Jordan. * * 

And it came to pass, When the priests Aat bafe the 
ark of the covenant of the Lor d, were come up out of 
the midst of Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet 
were lifted unto the dry land, that the waters of Jorw 
dan returned unto their place, and flowed ov^^all his 
tenks as they did beiinre. 

y And the people came up oat of Jordan onthe leatb 
day of the first month, and encamped in Gi^al, in the 
fast border of Jericho. 

And those twelve stones which th^ took out of Jor^ 
dan, did Joshua pitch in Gilgal. / 

And he spake unto the children of Israel eaying, 
"^jVhen your children shall ask their fatbecs in time to 
^ome, saying. What mean these stones ? 

Then ye s^j^l let your children know, saying, Israe) 
came over this Jordan #n;dryilaad' 

Fop 
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For theLoRJ) your God dried up the waters of Jor- 
dan from before you, until ye were passed over^ as th^ 
Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up 
from before us, until we were gone oyer: That all the 
people of the earth might know the hand of the Lord, 
that it is mighty: that ye might fear iheLoKD your 
God for ever. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Jordan was the most considerable river in the 
land of Judea ; its course was very rapid, though it was 
not broad ; it usually overflowed its banks about the 
lime ofthe early harvest. The plain of Jordan, (through 
which the river ran,) so finned for its palm-trees, is said 
to have been overspread with rose-trees of such on ioh 
corruptible nature, that being kept in water, they would 
appear in full bloom at any season of the year. 

On this oocasion tl)0 Lord honoured Joshua, for it it 
supposed >that he spake unto him from the mercy seat^ 
and by this means gave a convincing proof to the peo- 
ple, ^at he was with him as He was with Moses, and 
ihat he shotild cvea command the priests. 

The cloudy pillar no longer appeared,,for Moses the 
medhior was dead, smd the Lord never honoured any 
tither person by speaking to him in so fkmiliar a matt<» 
ner ; besides the Israelites were now going among hea- 
thens, and the Lord, who had declared himself to be a 
jealous God, would not display His glory among idola- 
tors, but only In the palace of His holiness. For the 
vAiture, their marches were te be regulated by the A&k; 
and as the Divine Pr esrnce was still manifested from 
the mercy seat i the Lord might tr^ljr be said to be 
among them, and te lead iheoL ' 

The 
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The Isfaelitef passed over Jordan just forty years 
wanting five days after their departure out of Egypt, 
four days before the annual solemnity of the passover, 
on the very day on which the preparaticm for it began, 
that-their entrance into Canaan might be sanctified by 
that religious feast. 

The miracle of dividing Jordan was excellently cal- 
culated to confirm to this new generation the belief of 
those which had been wrought for their forefathers : 
there could now remain no doubt in their minds that 
the Loan had conducted his people through the Red 
8e&, as they had beheld with their own eyes the waters 
of a river, which used to flow with an impetuous 
stream, standing in heaps, arrested in their course by 
an Almighty power! 

The Lord is in this section called the Lord of the 
vihok eaithy and this title is frequently given to Him 
by the prophets * ; from whence we may ittfer, that, 
altliough God of his infinite goodness was pleased t» 
Ibrm a plan for proinoting virtue and preserving true 
religion, in one nation of the world, upon which He 
conferred particular blessings and privileges. He did 
Dot withdraw his regard from ether nations ; bat was 
still the God and Fathbk of all viankind^ however v»* 
rtQus nis dispensations towards them. We find tliat 
the miracle of dividing Joirdau was designed to shew 
forth tlie Almighty power of the Lord to all the people 
^the earth. It was the depravity oi tlie heathens, and 
tlieir attachment to idols, that prevented their improv- 
ing from it. 

' The reflections made on the passage through the 
Bed Sea, are likewise appUcaUe to this wonderfiil 
event. 

« Micah IT. 13. Zcdb bt» 14^ wO.?!. S» 

SECTION 
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SECTION XXXVI. 

. CIRCUMCISION RENEWED — MANNA CEASETH* 

From Joshtuiy Chajp. v. 

And it came to pass when all the kings of the Amo* 
ritesy which were en the side of Jordan westward, and 
all the kings of the Canaanites, which were by the Sea» 
beard that the Lord had dried up the waters of Jordan 
from before the children of Israel until we were passed 
over, that their heart melted, neither was there "spirit 
in them any more, because of the ehildren of Israel. 

And the Lord said unto Joshua, Circumcise again 
the children of Israel the second time. 

For the children of Israel walked forty years in th« 
wHdemesB, till all the people that were men of war 
which came out of Egypt were consumed, because they 
obeyed not the voice of the Lord : unto whom the 
Lord sware, that he would not shew them the land 
which the Lord tware onto their fathers, that he would 
gi^ us, a l^nd that floweth with milk and honey. 
• And their children whom he raised up in their stead, 
than Joshua circumcised. 

And the Load said unto Joshua, This day have I 
rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. 
Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto 
this day. 

And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and 
kept the passover on the fourteenth day of |he month 
at even, in the plains of Jericho. 

And they did eat of 4he old com of the land on the 
fncMTow after the passover, unleavened cakes, ajid 
parched corn in the self-same day. 

And the manna ceased on the morrow afler they had 
eaten of the eid coca of the land; aeither had the chil- 
dren 
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dren of Israel manna anyiiiore/but they did eat of the 
fruit of the land of Canaan that year. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We have in the beginning of this section a farther 
account of the effects of the terror or fear of the Lord. 

The rite of circumcision had been discontinued for a 
number of years, perhaps from the time that the Is- 
raelites provoked God to sentence them to die in the 
wilderness. It wad a sign of faith and trust in God^ 
the seal of his covenant; which those rebellious persons^ 
who despised the promises of the Lorp> had broken, 
therefore they were not allowed the privilege of trans- 
ferring the covenant to their children ; but when the 
Lord renewed the covenant with their posterity, he 
restored the rite of circumcision, and thereby qualified 
them to partake of that holy ordinance, which was in* 
stituted in commemoration of God's delivering the 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, from'Egyp 
tian bondage. . This was the third paisover, and every 
one had been distinguished by some remarkable event. 
The first was at the departure of the children of Israel 
from Egypt ; the second at the dedication of the taber- 
nacle, soon after which the Israelites committed the 
sin that excluded them from Canaan; and then it was 
suspended till the present joyful occasion. 

After the celebration of the passover, Manna ceasedt 
for they had no longer need of miraculous fbod, as the 
land would supply them plentifully, for it was harvest 
time, and the country pieople had deserted their corn* 
because their fears impelled them to take shelter ia 
Jericho. '* ' 

Xhe ceasing of Manna was a very remarkable cir- 

camstance; 
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cumstance ; it served txy shew the Lireelitety that the 
failing of it was an act of God^s providence, and not 
tlie effect of natural causes. It also proves, that God 
does not work miracles unnecessarily. 

SECTION XXXVII. 

Joshua's rbmarkablb vision — jbricho taken*- 
bahab saved. 

From Joshua^ Chap. vi. 

^MD it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, 
that he lift up his eyes and looked, and behold, there 
stood a man over against him, with his sword ch-awn in 
his hand ; and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him. 
Art thou for us or. for our adversaries ? and'hes.tid. 
Nay; but as Prince * of the host of the Lord am I 
now come. 

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did 
worship, and said unto him. What saith my Lord unto 
his servant? and the Prince of the Lord's host said 
unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot ; for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did 
so. 

Now Jericho was straitly shut up, because of the 
children of Israel : none went out, and none came in. 

And the Lord said unto Joshua, See I have given 
into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and tlie 
mighty men of valour. 

And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, 
and go round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do 
six days. 

A.nd seven priests shall bear before the ark seven 
trumpets of rams horns : and the seventh day ye shall 

* Marginal translation. 

cempast 
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compafis the city seven timesy and the priests shall blow 
with the trumpets. 

And it shall come to pass that when they make a long 
blast with the rams horns, jand when ye hear the sound 
of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great 
shout, and the wall of the city shidl fall down flat, and 
the people shall ascend up every man straight before 
him. 

And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and 
said unto them. Take up the Sixk of the covenant, and 
let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams horns be- 
ibre the ark of the Loan. 

And he said unto the people. Pass on, and compass 
the city ; and. let him that is armed pass on before the 
ark of the Lord. 

And it came to pass when Joshua had spoken unto 
the people; that the seven priests bearing the seven 
trumpets of rams horns passed on before the Lord, 
and blew with the trumpets ; and the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord followed them. 

And the armed men went before the priests that 
blew with th^s trumpets, and the rere-ward came after 
the arkj the priests going on, and blowing with the 
trumpets. 

And Joshua had commanded the people, saying, Ye 
shall not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth, until 
the day I bid you shout : then shall ye shout. 

So the ark of the Lord compassed the city, going 
about it once : and they came into the camp, and^lodged 
in the camp. 

And Joshua rose early in the moming> and the priests 
took up the ar^ of the Lord. 

And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams 
horns-before the ark of the Lord went on continually, 

and 
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and blew with the trumpets ; and the armed men went 
before them ; but the rere-ward came after the ark of 
the Lo a n, the priests going On, and blowing with the 
trumpets* 

And tlie second day they compassed the city once, and 
returned into the camp : so they did six days. 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they 
rose early about the dawning of the day, and compassed 
the city after the same manner, seven times : only on 
that day they compassed the city seven times. 

And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the 
priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the 
people, shout, for the Lord hath given you the city. 

And the city shall be accursed, even it and all that 
are therein, to the Lord ; only Bahab the harlot shall 
live, she and all that are with her in the house, because 
she hid the messengers that we sent. 

And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the ac-* 
cursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of 
Israel a curse, and trouble it* 

But all the silver and gold, and vessels of brass and 
iron, are consecrated unto the Lord ; they shall come 
into the treasury of the Lord. 

So the people shouted when the priests blew with the 
trumpets ; and it came to pass when the people heard 
the sound of the trumpet, and the people jhouted with 
a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the 
people went up into the city, every man straight before 
him, and they took the city. 

And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, 
bodi man and woman, young and old, and ox, and 
sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword. 

fiuMosbuii had mi imto tbe two meji that had spied 

out 
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out the country. Go into the harlot's housei and brhig 
out thence the woman, and all that she hatli, as ye 
sware unto her. 

And the young men that were spies, went in, and 
brought out Rahab, and her father^ and her mother, and 
her brethren, and all that she had : and they brought 
out all her kindred, and left them without the camp of 
Israel. 

And they burned the city with fire, and all that was 
therein : only the silver and tlie gold, and the vesseteof 
brass and of iron, they put into the tr^wiiry of the 
house of the Lord. 

And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her 
father's household, and all that she had:- and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this day ; because she hid 
the messengers which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 

And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying. Curs- 
ed be the man before the Lord, that riseth up and 
buildeth this city Jericho : he shall lay the foundation 
thereof in his first-born, and in his youngest son shall 
be set up the gates of it« 

So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame was 
noised throughout all the country. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. . 

He who appeared to Joshua could be no other than 
the Lord God ; for had it been one of the heavenly 
host, he would not have received the adoration of Joshua, 
Which was due to God alone. And we find that Joshua 
was commanded to shew the utmost reverence, by pull- 
ihg off his shoes, as the place he stood on was sanctified 
by the appearance of the Lord of aU things* Joshua 
gladly submitted to this heavenly commander, con- 
vinced that he was the same good Being^irko had guided 

and 
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Mid directed Moses; fat no other could, in his dm 
name, premise him the conquest of Jericho. Joshua 
was commanded to rely entirely on the Lo ai>, and not 
to taike the usual preparations for a siege, as the whole 
affiiir would be mhraculous. 

The proced<^gs of Jdshtift and the armies of Israd 
must ha^e had a very strange appearance in the eyes of 
the enemy ; but certainly nothing oould be better cal^ 
colated to give glory to God, from whose hand victory 
would come. The priests were God's ministersi and 
in His name they proclaimed war with the Canaanites. 
AU the people were commanded to keep silence ; and 
in order to exercise their patience, they were required 
to march round Che city for Hix sttceessive days : whether 
the seventh was the Sabbath or not, we are not told; 
aoftt likely it was ; but the Israelites could not be ac* 
cused of tiolating the Sabbath, because they were em- 
ployed in the immediate service of God, who had sanc« 
lified the day, and had lately shewn Himself visiUt/ as 
PafNOB of the hosts of Isra^. 

What confusion must have ensued, when the walls of 
Jericho fell to the ground ! and how must the wretched 
inhabit^its have been dispirited ! Now the people of 
Israel were perfectly convinced that no advenary, how 
fbrmidible soever, could stand before the Lord ; and 
that the strongest walls were no defence to those, who 
were &r their wickedness devoted to destruction. 

Rahab was not forgotten ; the scarlet line was caire- 
fiilly looked for, and she and her friends were preserved. 
Then followed a most dreadful slaughter ; men, women, 
and children, feU a prey to the wra^ of Gou ! It was 
DOW too late for them to expect mercy: they knew wha^ 
had befallen i^gypt ; but they rejected the warnings of 
Hoav^n, defied the living God, and worsbipped.C/iEA- 
TUREs, and se brought His justice upon themselvc|. 
TOL. n» I The 
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The severe treatment of this city might likewise be in« 
tended to strike others with awe. By the expression, 
that the city and its inhabitants should be accursed is 
meant, that they should be extettninatedy destroi/ed, and 
rooted out *. I'his curse upon Jericho was prophetic^ as 
will appear in a future part of this history, 
t Rahab was aflerwards married to Salmon, at that 
time head of the tribe of Judah. 



SECTION XXXVIII. 

THE P0NISHMENT OF ACHAN — THE CITY AI TAKEN f* 

Though Joshua had given such strict injunctions to 
the people, not to take of the accursed thing, meaning 
such as they could not take without bringing the curse 
of Gob upon themselves (namely, things which were 
either devoted to destruction,- or to be consecrated to 
the Lord), a man of the tribe of Judah, whose name 
was Achan, seized upon some of the rich plunder, and 
concealed it in his tent. Joshua, unsuspicious of his. 
trespass, and in full confidence that the Lord would 
continue to bless the armies of His people with success, 
detached a small body of 3000 men only to attack the 
city of Ai. Contrary to his Expectations thejrvir^re de- 
feated, a few of them slain, and the rest put to flight. 
This defeat struck a damp upon the courage of the pec* 
pie, and Joshua, being at a loss how to proceed, bad re- 
course to God. The Lord informed him, (by Urim 
and Thummim, as is supposed) that His divine com- 
mands had been sacrilegiously infringed, and com. 
manded him to have the offender punished with death. 

To find out the person who had taken the accursed 

♦ Essay for a new transhtion. t See Jo»hua, Chap. vii. viii. 

thing, 
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things Joshua, early the next monringy assembled the 
tribes together before the tabernacle, where,, by casting 
the Jot, first upon the tribes, and so .proceeding from, 
tribe to family, from family to household, and from 
household to particular persons, the criminal was at 
length discovered to be Achan. 

Achan, instead of confessing his crime immediately, 
suffered this exact scrutiny to be made ; and it is not 
unlikely, that those Israelites, who fell before Ai, con- 
nived at his offence, perhaps with a view of experienc- 
ing, whether the Lord would execute vengeance against 
him, or not. 

Joshua then conjured Achan to give glory to the 
Loan. When Achan found that his crime could be 
no longer concealed, he confessed that he had taken a 
royal robe, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge 
of gold of fifty shekels weight, and hid them in the 
earth in the midst of his tent Search was made, and 
they were found in this place. It was highly neces- 
sary, for the honour of the Lord, that an exampl* 
should be made of such an offender, because the Lord 
bad given an express command, that & presumptuous sin » _ 
ner should be put to death * ; and the Mosaic law did 
not admit of atonement for individuals who committed 
this crime ; they were doomed to fall as a sacrifice of 
atonement for that naiio)i^ which was separated as a 
peculiar people to the Lo a d, and whose privileges as 
such, were suspended, till the sacrilegious member was 
cut off. Achan, therefore, with his whole family, were 
condemned to be stoned to death, which sentence was 
executed in the valley of Achor ; they were afterNvards 
burned, and a heap of stones raised over their ashes , as . 
a monument of this dreadful judgment. 

* Numb. XT. 

I 2 Though 
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' ^fcough weare not expresdy told-so^ there is reason 
to thfoky that Aehaa's family were accomplices witb 
himy or at least privy to his crime, ibr he could not well 
have concealed these things in the midst of his tent 
withottt their knowledge, ^chim had a very proper 
sense of his sin, and died penitent ; we may therefore 
hope that he and his fiunily were pardoned, 9nd re- 
<{eived lo mercgr. 

It is very probable that those people wlio fled before 
Ai were elated with their success against Jericho, and 
imputed it to the personal valour of Israel, not to ^ 
miraculous power of the Lord. ^, . 

^ The Lord certainly could have pointed out the sin- 
ner at once, but he diose to let the discovery be made 
by lot, in a solemn manner, in order to deter the peo- 
ple from such sacrilegious crimes for the future ; that 
when4hey saw they could not conceal any thing frora^ 
the knowledge of the Lord, they might fear to dis<» 
obey him. And this part of Sacred History afibrds a 
very striking warning to all persons who dare to prac- 
tise wickedness in secretf as it proves that there is no 
ooncealing any thing from that great Being, who is- 
present in all places. 

Soon after the death of Achan, Joshua was com* 
roanded to go, without fear or dismay, and attadc the 
city of Ai, and the Lo a d gave the people permission to 
KObert their own skill and courage on this occasion, and 
to appropriate the spoil to themselves. Joshua tnime« 
diately selected 30,000 men, and proceeded with his; 
army agreeably to the directions which the Lord had 
given him, and gained a complete victory : the whole 
army of the enemy was destroyed, the city of Ai burat 
and made a heap of rubbish, all the inhabitants of it were* 
put to the sword, and the king who was taken prisoner, 
was ordered to b^e hanged upon a gibbet till sun-set, 

when 
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when ho was tak^ down/ thrown in at a gate of the 
city, and a heap of stones raised over him. The cattle 
and the spoil of the city the Israelites took as a prey 
for themselves. 

As Josliua wajB now not far distant from the moun- 
tains Gertzim and Ebal, he resolved to obey the con* 
maod which he iiad received from Moses, respecting the 
reading the law, and propounding the blessings and 
curses to the people ; he therefore caused an altar to* be ~ 
built, and all the people, men, women, and children^ 
assembled ; the laW was iread according to the form 
preicrlfoed ; and we are told, that there was not a word 
of all that Moses commanded which J(»hua read not 
Mbre the whole congregation of Israel. 

SECTION XXXIX. 

THE Gf^EONITXS DSCBIVl JOSHUA AND TBfe 
PRINCES *. 

It has been already observed, that the land of Ca« 
naan was inhabited by the descendants of Canaan the 
son of Ham. Canaan had eleven sons, who were the 
heads of as many tribes or nations ; five of thfem, fVem 
whom the different kingdoms of the Canaanites pro- 
ceeded, were named, Heth, Jebusi, Amori, Gergashi, 
Hivi : from them their tribes were called the Hittites,^ 
Jebusites, Amorites, Gergashites, and Hivites. The 
people that are particularly called the Canaanites, ate 
supposed, as well as the Perizzites, to have consisted of 
the mingled tribes of the Canaanites, who had been en- 
gaged in fierce wars with the Eg}'ptians, and were 
pointed out for destruction because they were the most 

* See JosliuOf Chap. ix. 

1 3 warlike 
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warlike, and on that account likely to intimidate the 
Israelites. 

The people of Israel, bj the Lord's assistance, had 
advanced so rapidly towards Jericho and Ai, that a ge- 
neral consternation spread itself throughout the idola- 
trous nations : but whilst the Israelites were sacrificing 
to God, and war was suspended, the Canaanites, in- 
stead of repenting of their abominable sins, hardened 
fhcir hearts, like Pharaoh, resolving to make reststance, 
though the miracles that had been performed at Jordan 
and Jericho were sufficient, one would have supposed^ 
to convince them that the Israelites were assisted and 
protected by an Almighty Bbino. 

Four cities only among the Gibeonites feared the? 
power of God, and seemed to have understood that the 
Canaanites would be extirpated without reserve, but 
that the Israelites might make a league with distant 
nations: this (;ircumstance shews, that the laws of 
Moses were known in the world. The ambassadors of 
the Gibeonites managed their business with great art<> 
Culness, pretending to come from a very distant country, 
and shewing their old shoes and mouldy bread as proofs 
of their assertions : and they effectually deceived not 
only the princes of Israel, but Joshua himself, who in*' 
considerately concluded a treaty with them, and rati- 
fied it with a solemn oath, without enquiring, of God 
whether he ought to do so or not. 

After the death of Moses, Joshua, as the Leader and 
General of God's people, was commanded in all impor- 
tant concerns to have recourse to the High Priest, who 
put on his robes and breast-plate, and presented him- 
self in the Holy Place, and there, standfng with his face 
towards the Ark or Mercy- Seat where the Divine 
Presence M*as manifest between the Cherubims, he 
asked counsel of the Lord, by Urim and Thummim, 

whick 
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which he communicated to the person in whose name 
he made the enquiry. The answer so given is in many 
parts of Scripture styled the Ouacle of God. 

Joshua certainly M^as very blameable, in not having 
recourse to such an infallible mean of directing his 
judgment in respect to his league with the Gibeonites, 
and (as is usually the case in all important matters 
which are precipitately determined) he committed great 
errors, for he had received a strict injunction not to 
make a league or covenant with any Canaanitish na- 
tion ; it appears to have been an inconsiderafey and not 
tL presumpttwus act; therefore God pardoned him and 
the princes, and allowed them to fulfil the league, 
which they had solemnly entered into in liis holy. 
tiame : io they spared the lives of the people of those 
four cities, notwithstanding they were Canaaniies ; but 
to punish the Gibeonites foi^ their deceit, God conr 
demned them to servile employments. The nature of 
their punishment was this : a great quantity of wood 
was required for the altar of burfit offerings, and of 
water for the frequent washings which made a part of 
the Jewish purifications ; these and other slavish wotky 
of the same kind, such as washing the vessels, carrying 
out ashes, sweeping the courts, &q. which otherwise 
the Levites must have performed, were required of the 
Gibeonites. * ' ■ 

The Gibeonites were very blameable for telling sucfc 
falsities, though they were very commendable in re- 
spect to their faith and submission to God. Their fraud 
was soon discovered, and for that they were condeniQ-> 
ed to slavery : but it was of an honourable kind, and 
such as gave them an opportunity of improving in that 
holy religion to which they were become proselytes, 
and prevented their returning to their former idolatries^i 
Now was fulfilled the curse of Canaan the son of Ham, 
1 4* froni 
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from whom these GIbeoDites desceadcdi for they wev^ 
servants of servants to their brethren ♦,• they were obh'g- 
ed to deliver up their cities, and, it is supposed, they 
were afterwards dispersed among tbeXrevites, and came 
up with them in their course to serve at the altar, ouj; 
of theprofiis of which they had their maintenance. 

As the Gibeonites had obtained the' league by frau- 
dulent practices^ there was a pretence for the Iraelites 
C(mcealing it, and putting them to death ; but we find 
they would not break their oath. Their conduct 'm 
this respect is very exemplary : for every person ought 
to be extremely cautious how he enters into solemn en* 
gag^ments; but when onc& made, they should be 
strictly observed ; nay, even if we give our promise oa 
our own word, wilhoui calling Gon to witness, nothing 
ibouid provoke us to break ity for other people's m is 
BO txeus^ for our own. 



SECTION XL. 

TUB sun STANDETH STILt AT JOSHUA^t COMMAND/ 

From Joshua, Chap, x. 

Now It came to pass, when Adoni-zedek king of 
Jbriisalem had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and 
Iiad utterly destroyed it ; as he had done to Jericho and 
)ier kingf so he had done to Ai and her king; and how 
the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, 
lind were among them ; that they feared greatly, be- 
(pause Gibeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, 
9pd because it was a greater than Ai, and all the .men 
there (tf were mighty. 

« See Section xu toI. u 

Wherefore 
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' Wherefore Adoni-2edek king of Jerusalem 6ent unto 
Rtrfiam king of Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jar- 
nutfa, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debfr 
king of Egloui saying. Come up unto me, and helpme» 
tliat we may smite Gibeon ; for it hath made peace with 
Joshua and with the children of Israel. 

Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king 
of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jar* 
mutky the king of L^chish, and the king of £glon,' ga* 
thered themselves together, and went up, they and all- 
their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon, and made 
war against it. 

And the men of Gideon sent unto Joshua to the camp 
to Gilgal, snying, Slack not ^hy hand horn thy ser- 
vants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help 
UB : for all the kings of the Amocltes that dwell in the 
mountains are gathered together against us. So Joshua 
ascended from Gilgal^ he and all the people of war with 
him, and all the mighty men of valonr. 

And the Lott^ said unto Joshua,. Fear tiiem noti Ibr 
I have delivered them into thine hand $ there shall not 
a man of them stand before thee. ^^ 

Joshua therefore earned unto them stiddenly^ imd went 
up from Gilgal all night. 

And the Lord discomfited them befote Israel, and 
slew them with a great slaugftter at Qiieon, mM ^ikd 
them along the way that goeth up to Bbth-hororf, ati# 
smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. 

And it came to pass as they fled fnmi before Israel^ 
and were in the going down to Beth-horon, that the 
Load cast down great stones from beaten upo& them 
unto Azekah, and they died: they were more wbidi 
died with hail-stones than they wht» the obUdren of 
Israel Atw with the sirord. 

1 5 Then 
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Then spake Joshna to the Lord in the day when the 
Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of 
Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, San, stand 
thou still upon Gibeonx and thou Moon, in the valley 
of Ajalon. 

And the Sun stood still, and the Moon stayed, until 
the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies: 
is not this written in the book of Jasher i so the sun 
stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go 
down about a whole day. 

And there was no day like that, before it or afber it^ 
that the Lord hearkened unto the voice of a man : for 
the Lord fought for Israel. 

And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto 
the camp to Gilgal. 

But these five kings fled, and hid themselves in a 
cave, at Makkedah. 

And it was told Joshua, saying. The five kings are 
found hid in a cave at Makkedah. 

And Joshua said. Roll great stones upon the mouth 
of the cave, and set men by it for to keep them. 

And stay ye not, but pursue after your enemies, and 
smxti^ the hindmost of them : suffer them not to enter 
into their cities : for the Lord your God hath deli- 
vered them into your hand. 

And it came to pass when Joshua and the children of 
Israel had made an end of slaying them with a very 
great slaughter till they were consumed, that the rest 
which remained of them entered into the fenced cities. 
And all, the people returned to the camp to Joshua 
at Makkedah in peace : none moved his tongue against 
any of the children of Irael. 

Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of the cave, and 
bring out those fiye kings unto me out of the cave. 

• And 
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And they did se, and brought forth those five kings 
unto him out of th« cave, the king of Jerusalem, the 
king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of La- 
chisb, and the king of Eglon. 

And it came to pass when they had brought out those 
&ve kings unto Joshua, that Joshua called for all the 
men of Irael, and said unto, the captains of the ment)f. 
war, ^hich went with him, Come near, put your feet 
upon the necks of these kings^ And they came n^ar,^ 
and put their feet upon the necks of them. 

And Joshua said unto them. Fear not, nor be dk>^ 
mayed, be strong and of good courage ; for thus shall 
the Lord do to all your enemies against whom ye fight* 

And afterwards Joshua smote them, and slew them^ 
and hanged them on five trees ; and they were hanging 
upon the trees until the evening. 

And it came to pass at the time of the going down 
of^the sun, that Joshua commanded, and they took them 
dawn off the trees, and cast them into the cave wherda 
they had been hid, and laid great stones in the cave's^ 
mouth, which remain until this very day. 

So Joshua smote all the country of the hills, and of 
the south, and of the vale, and of the springs, and all 
their Jtings : he left none remaining, but utterly de- 
stroyed all that breathed, as the Lord Goo of Israel 
commanded. * 

And Joshua smote them froip. Kadesh-barnea even- 
unto Gaza, and all the country of Goshen,, even uiitoj 
Gibeon. 

And all these kings and their land did Joshua take 
. at one time : because the Lord God of Israel fought 
for Israel. 

And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him,, untQ 
die camp at GilgaL 

16- ANNd;^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



' MW ) 



; ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The stonn of hail-stones which destroyed stich num* 
Bers^ of the enemy, seems to have been like Uiat which 
killed the mtiltitade of the Egyptians when Pharaoh 
refused to let Israel depart : hot the mhtu^e whi^ M- 

' lowed, was such as had never been known before. 
At Joshua ^apd the Israelites had so many enemies lo 

. encounter at once, and the Lord had commanded that 
they should be put to the sword, the natui'al day would 
liare been too short for the completion of their worir. 
Animated by Divine assistance, and desirous to save 
their new proselytes, these valiant men were eager to 
pursue the victory, and night wouM have been an m- 
terruption to their Isuccess : no wonder therefore, that 
Joshua should form a wish that the day might be length- 
ened, or that he should pray to God to work a miracle, 
for the important purpose of destroying a combined 
army of presumptuous idolaters; who, favoured by the 
(JarkncM of the night, might have made their escape^ 
or overcome the Gibeonites. Joshua^ words, ** Sun, 
stand thou still -upon Gibeon, and thou Moon in the 
valley of Ajalon,'' seem to contradict what is now known 
concerning the motion of the earth : but the knowledge 
of astronomy can only be acquired by study, and in aH 
ages the common people have been ignorant of it, and 
feeling no motion of the earth, but observing an appa- 
rent one of the sun, they have generally supposed that 
it actually makes a daily rotation round l!|be world, and 
sCproduces alternate light and darkness. The Israel- 
ites^ in the midst of war, had but little leisure for 
the cultivation of the sciences i had Joshua therefore 
said, ** Stand still, O earth,'' the people would have 
Ibougbt him mad, as numbers would now suppose any 

one 
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&ne to he who should endMvoar to persuade thnn thtt 
^e earth turns round upon'its axis. * ' • 

It certainly is ycry desirable to gain sc»n6 knowledge 
of the science of astronomy^ 1^ drcumstances wilt per* 
mity because it elevates and expands the mind, and ftir<« . 
nishes us with noble reflections : we most hot how^ter 
seek to learn it from the Scriptures^ fcf they. treat of 
higher things : leading us to an acquaintanee with the 
Great Creator, and teaching us howwe'may «en>tf 
hhrtf and obtain eternal happiness. So that when we meet 
with any expression contradictory to those discoveries 
which God has enabled smnepart of mankind to make 
for the general benefit concerning the laws of nature, 
we must always understand, that as the Scriptures were 
written for the ignorant^ as well as the learned^ God 
has graciously accomn^odated them to the capacity of 
the humblest reader y in order to prevent their being led 
away from things of real consequence, by speculations 
of no ese to the lower khids of people : and to n^e 
Aem contented with that degree of ignorance which k 
generally the lot of the laborious, by giving them, in*> 
Stead of sdentific learning, the inestimable treasure of 
Divine Revehtion ; by means of whidi they are taught^ 
that the laboer of the husbandman acnd the mechanic, 
are of ^te otmost benefit to society ; and that faith and 
piety towards Geo, and honesty and kindness in their 
deaMngs with raankind, will render them acceptable to 
their Maker. 

As ali things are equally posnUe to the Sofrrmb 
Bking, there Is no doubt but He could have ordered 
lihe conquest of the Canaanitea without a miracle ; but 
had not the attention of the Israelites been particularly 
Erected to the all-pow^rfrd hMid of Dmne Providence, 
^ey might have attribiited the victory to their own 
fikill and courage. It has been mentioned before that it 

was 
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was the eust^m with many of the idolaters to worship 
the sun and moon ; and there is reason to suppose that 
the very people with whom Israel fought, were ad- 
dicted to this species of idolatry, and perhaps had, 
bpwed down and worshipped these heavenly lumina-. 
rles, invoking their assistance in the day of battle. If 
this was the case^ nothing could so effectually evince 
the folly of their abominable superstitipn, and prove 
the supreme power of God, as arresting the apparent 
Course of these imaginary Deities, and making them 
subservient and instrumental to the destruction of their 
infatuated worshippers. 

SECTION XLI. 

JOSHUA COMPLETES HIS CONQUESTS* 

From Joshua y Chap. xi. 

And it came to pass, when Jal)in king of Hazor had 
heard those things, that he sent to Jobab king of 
Madon, and to the king of Shimron, the king of Ach. 
shaph, and to the kings that were in the north of the^ 
mountains, and of the plains south of Cinneroth, and 
in the valley, and in the borders of Dor on the .west, 
and to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, and 
to the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perlzzite, and 
the Jebusite in the mountains, and to the Hivite uodec 
Hermon, in the land of Mizpeth. 

And they went out, they and all their hosts with 
them, much people, even as the sand that is upon the 
sea-shore in multitude, with horses and chariots very 
niany. 

And when all these kings were met together, they 
came and pitched together at the waters of Merom, to 
fight against Israel. 
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And the Lord said unto Joshua, Be not afraid be- 
cause of them : for to-morrow about this time will I 
deliver them up all slain before Israel : thou shalt hough 
their horses, and burn their chariots with fire. 

So Joshua came, and all the people of war with him, 
against them by the waters of Merom, suddenly, and 
they f)^ll upon them. 

. And the Lord delivered them into the hand of Is- 
rael, who smote them, and chased them unto great Zl- 
don,' and unto Mizrephoth-maim, and unto the valley of 
Mizpeth eastward : and they smote them until they left 
them none remaining. 

And Joshua did unto them as the Lord bade him : 
he houghed their horses, and burnt their chariots with 
fire. 

And Joshua at that time turned back, and took 
Razor, and smote the king thereof with the sword : 
for Hazor before*time was the head of all those king« 
doms. 

And they smote all the souls that were therein with 
the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them ; there 
was not any left to breathe; and he burnt Hazor with 
fire. 

And all the cities of those kings, and all the kings of 
them, did Joshua take, and smote them with the edge 
of the sword, and he utterly destroyed them, as Moses 
the servant of the Lord commanded. 

But as for the cities that stood still in their strength, 
Israel burned none of them, save Hazor only ; that did 
Joshua bum. r 

And all the spoil of these cities and the cattle the 
children of Israel took for a prey unto themselves, but 
every man they smote with the edge of the sword,^ 
until they bad destroyed them, neither left they any to 
breathe. 

As 
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As the LoKD eomnianded Moses his servant, bo Aid 
Moses command Jb^ua, and so did Joshua : he left 
nothing undone of all that die Lord coaunanded 
Moses. 

So Joshua took all. that land, the hills and all die 
soudi country, and all the limd of Goshen, and the 
valley, and the plain, and the mountain of Israel, and 
the valley of the same ; even fVom the mount Halack, 
that goeth up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad, in the vallejr 
of Lehanon, under mount Hermon: and all their kings 
he took, and smote them and dew them. 

Joshua made war a long time with all those kings* 

llkere was not a city that made peace with the chil. 
dren of Isr^, save the Hivites the inht^tants <^ Oi- 
beon : all other they took in battle* 

For It was of the Lord to harden their hearts, that 
they should come against Israel in bat^, that he might 
destroy them utterly, and that they might have no 
&vour, but that he might destroy them, as the LoRi>' 
commanded Moses. 

And at that time came Joshua, and cut off the Ana* 
klms from the mountains, from Hebron, from Debtr, 
from Anab, and fVora all the mountains of Judah, and 
from aR the mountains of Israel, Joshua destroyed them 
utterly with their cities. 

There was none of the Anakims left in the land of 
the children of Israel : only in Gaza, in Gath, and in 
Ashdod, there remained some of them. 

So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that 
Uie Lord said unto Moses ; and the land rested fi*om 
war. 

And the number of kings which Joshua and the 
diildren of Israel slew on this side Jordan, was thirty 
and one, 

ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Canaanites were rerj obstinate in making such 
resistance; for we may judge, j&om the case of the Gi-r 
beonitesy that if other nations would have humbled 
themselves, and embraced the true religion, they might 
have been spared, and perhaps they might have had 
better terms than the Gibeonites were allowed ; but 
they generally came out against Joshua first, and none 
Would listen to conditions of peace. 

It is supposed that Joshua's wars, though the history 
Is comprized in so short a compass, lasted five years; 
agreeably to the words of God, that he would ** sub- 
due the nations before them by little and little.'^ Even 
{he Anakims at length fell a prey to his victorious 
arms, notwithstanding they fortified themselves in the 
strongest manner, and made use, without doubt, of 
every stratagem they could devise. These were the men 
whose gigantic appearance struck such terror into the 
spies that searched the land in the days of Moses. 

Thus the Lord dro>re eut the nations from before his 
people, enabled them to smite the Amorites, the Canaan- 
ites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, and 
gave them possession of their land, according to His 
promise to Aoraham. 

We read that Joshua's army slew one-and-thirty 
kings ; it seems that each of these presided only over 
one city and its towns and villages, and that when any 
one was in danger from an enemy, many of them unit- 
ed together for the common safety. 

The punishment of the kings appears very severe ; 
but even the crowned head that exalteth Uself against 
the Lqr» deserves to be laid low. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XLIL 

DIVISION OF THE LAND — CALEB OBTAINETU HEBRON* 

Froyn Joshua^ Chap. xiii. 

Now Joshua was old, and stricken in years ; and th« 
Lord said unto him, Thou art old and strickeivin years, 
and there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed. 

This is the land that yet remaineth ; all the borders 
of the Philistines, and all Geshuri, From Sihor, which 
is before Egypt, even unto the borders of Ekron north- 
ward, which is counted to the Canaanite : five lords of 
the Philistines; the Gazathites, and the Ashdothitesy 
the Eshkalonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites ; also 
the Avites : From the south, all the land of the Ca- 
naanites, and Mearah, that is beside the Sidonians, unto 
Aphek, ^o the borders of the Amorites : and the land 
of the Giblites, and all Lebanon toward the sun-rising, 
from Baal-gad under mount Hermon, unto the entering 
into Hamath. 

All the hihabitants of the hill-country from Lebanon 
unto Mizrephoth-maim, and all the Sidonians, them will I 
drive out from before the children of Israel : only di- 
vide thou it by lot unto the Israelites for an inheritance, 
as I have commanded thee. 

Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in 
Gilgal : and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite 
said unto him. Thou knowest the thing that the Lord 
said unto Moses the man of God, concerning me and 
thee in Kadesh-barnea. 

Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the 
Lord sent me from Kadesh-bamca, to espy out the 
land ; and I brought him word again as it was in mine 
beart. 

Nevertheless, my brethren that went up with me 

made 
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made the heart of the people melt: but I wholly fol- 
lowed the Lord my God. 

And Moses sware on that day, saying. Surely the 
land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine inhe- 
ritance, and thy children's for ever ; because thou hast 
wholly followed the. Lord my God. 

And now behold, the Lord hath kept me alive, as 
he said, these forty and five years, even smce the Lord 
spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Is- 
rael wandered in the wilderness : and now lo, I am this 
day fourscore and five years old. 

As yet I am as strong this day as I was iq the day 
that Moses sent me : as my strength was then, even so 
is my strength now, for war, both to go out and to 
come in. 

Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the 
Lord spake in that day; for thou heardest in th^t day 
how the Anakims were there, and thatth^ cities were 
great and fenced : if so be the Lord will be with me^ 
then I shall be able to drive them out, as the Lord 
said. 

And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the 
son of Jephunneh Hebron for an inheritance. 

Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day ; be- 
cause that he wholly followed the Lord God of Israel, 

And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath-arba, 
which Arba was a great man among the Anakims. And 
iJie land had rest from war. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS- - 

As Joshua had attained a good old age, and had 
fought the battles of the Lord with so much intrepidity 

and 
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and constancy* it was intended by his. Dkine Com* 
marider that he should be released from bis llabours ; 
and, afler receiving the reward promised to liim in the 
land of Canaan, that he should be removed to a still 
fetter place, and enjoy an eternal ihhevlisLnce : previous 
to his departure from earth, he was required to settle the 
division of the conquered countries, and also of those 
which were yet unsubdued, but promised to their future 
conquest, if Israel continued faithful to the Loi^d. It 
was highly necessary that such a division should be 
made, as it was very unlikely that so large a body of 
pe<qple would agree if they had all things in common ; 
besides, they were to consider the country as an inherP' 
tflncep because it was granted by Gon to their fore« 
fathers, who in consequence of this grant bequeathed 
it to their posterity* 

Abraham left it to Isaac, Isaac to Jacob, and Jacob- 
at his death was enabled, by the spirit of prophecy, to 
allot the di&rent portions of each tribe: to the tribe 
of Judah he, by the Loud's direction, assigned a coun* 
tr}' abounding with vines and pasture grounds ; to that 
of Asher, one plenteous in oil, iron, and brass \ to that 
of Naphtali, one extending from the west to the south, 
of Judea ; to that of Benjamin, one on which the tem- 
ple of the Lord should afterwards be built; to those 
of Zebulun and Issachar, such as had plenty of sea- 
ports ; to those of Simeon and Levi, no particular 
Countries at all ; the former were to have a portion ♦ 
with Judah, and the latter to be interspersed amon^ 
the other, tribes f. 

Caleb's request plainly indicated, that his bravery 
and confidence in God remained unshaken, and that 

♦ See Sect. liii. vol. i. 
' t The prophecy of Moses at hU a^proacbiog dtath a^eed wilh 
'itp 3^e Deuteronoiuj i^sxiii. 
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he valued the gift of God above all things; had he 
been worldly-minded, he twoald have solicited to be 
put is possession ef a place, already conquered^ where 
he might pass the remainder of his days in peace and 
affluence ; but he rather diose an inheritance th9% 
should distinguish him as the Jaithfkl servant of the 
XfORDy and commemorate the action of his life for 
which he most desired to be esteemed^ and serve at the 
same time to recommend his example to the hnitatibn 
of posterity. It must have been delightful to behold 
this venerable man claiming the promised reward of 
his faith and piety; to hear him acknowledge the 
goodness of God to him from the day o^his birth: 
though he had wandered with the rest, yet he conti-> 
nued healthy and strong, and was willing, by Divine 
assistance^ to hold a contest with the giants, who at 
that time were in possession of the land. 

Caleb is here called the Kenezitej perhaps on ac 
count of some victory he had gained over the Kenezites, 
who were decended from Kenaz, the son of Eliphaz, 
Esau's £rst-born. 

Hebron was the place were Sarah died, and near it 
afterwards resided Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob* 

The preservationof Caleb and Joshua plainly proved 
that the Lord was tviiling to save those whom He re- 
deemed from Egyptian bondage. All who died in the 
wilderness perished through their own disobedience. 
Nothing but wickedness can destroy the hopes of those 
who are taken into covenant with God : may then the 
examples of Caleb and Joshua encourage Christians to 
be steadfast and faithful in their attachment to the 
Lord, and in the discharge of those duties He has en- 
joined ; then will they pass safely through the wilder-' 
ness of this world, their old age will be honourable, and 
they will finally dbtaln their allotted inheritance. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XLIII. 

THE TABERNACLE SET. UP AT SHILOH — LOTS CAST 
FOR THE INHERITANCiE*. 

The Tabernacle had hitherto continued in its usual 
situation^ the centre of the camp of Israel ; but as the 
people were allowed to disperse themselves, some on 
one side of Jordan, and some on the other, it was pro- 
per that a place should be appointed for the Tabernacle 
and the ark, God Himself directed in this matter, 
and Shiloh was fixed on, which was in the midst of 
tiie country, and very convenient for the assembling of 
the tribes. The ceremony of setting up the Taber- 
nacle was doubtless performed with the utmost solem- 
nity and joyfulness. 

The countries that remained to be conquered lay at 
a distance ; some parts were in possession of the Ca- 
naanites, who were not entirely rooted out, though 
they were so far conquered, that they were not able to 
make head and annoy the Israelites. The tribes of 
Reuben and Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh, had 
been put in possession of their portion on the other side 
of Jordan ; but seven tribes had not yet received any 
inheritance ; they seemed inclined to live an inactive 
life all together : Joshua reproved them for not exert- 
ing themselves to extirpate the idolaters entirely; and 
since God had permitted, nay commanded, them to do 
so, he desired them to send men to take a survey of 
the whole country which they were to attack; this 
they accordingly did, and those persons divided th^ 

♦ See Jobhua, Chap, xviii. 
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furrey into seven parts, 1)y citleSt and brought tlie 
description of it to Joshua at Shiloh ; and he and Elea- 
zar the high priest cast Jots for them befpre the Lord 
in Shiloh. 

How the business of casting lots was conducted is not 
exactly described ; but it is supposed that the names of ^ 
the countries were written upon separate pieces, and 
put into the lap of Joshua, and that a prince of each 
tribe took a lot out of it containing the names of the 
countries which the tribe he drew for was to possess ; 
these shares the tribes were to consider as of the 
Lord's appointment, which indeed was evidently the 
case, for the portion of each tribe agreed with the ori- ' 
gin'al allotment which Jacob, by the Divine direction, 
made so many years before *. Joshua and Eleazar the 
priest were directed by the Lord to make such an 
equal division, that each tribe might have a territory 
proportionable to the number of its families, and each 
family in proportion to the number of its individuals. 
Thus ^<the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which 
He sware to their fathers to give them." Joshua him- 
self had a little spot given him for his own habitation, 
not far from Shiloh, 

When every thing was thus settled, Joshua called 
the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of 
Manasseh, and gave them an honourable dismission. 
He acknowledged that they had faithfully executed 
the condition which they promised to Moses, in help- 
ing their brethren to subdue their enemies, and com- 
mended their courage and fidelity. He exhorted them, 
now they ^ere going to separate from their brethren, 
never to neglect the service of Gop, but to keep His 
commandments with the most exact fidelity. He ad- 

• See Genesis, Chap. xlix. 

vised 
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. tiaed ttiem to dikribute to their bi^Uiren on t&c other 
aide Jordan, a share of the rich booty they had takei 
itoat the Cffiiaanitcsy because^ tiiough the latter had 
* helped them in the war, they had done them great seN 
vice in protecting their families at home from the in« 
suits of enemies on erery nde, Joshua then gave then 
a solemn blessing, and sent them away. 

The seven tribes did net immediately set about coib- 
^[uering the remainder of the Camianates; alter tiiejF 
had shewn their xniUingness to do it, the Lord gave 
tiiem rest for a number of yeara, till their ittcreaftng 
Jtombers remimred it necessary to obteid greater eitent 
of territory ; in the meanwhile the Canaanites wer« 
permitted to remain in the cities and coxmtries idndt 
tdie Lofis's people did not immediately want, that they 
might dot become desolate, or be filled with beasts oi 
the field, for want of inhabitants ; but the Caaafm-' 
ites were restrained from giving disturbance to those 
who were now the lawful own^s of the land ; hav«* 
ing received it as the grant made for them to their 
pogenitors, from the Lord of the whole earth. 

The land of Canaan proved such as Goo had pro* 
mised to give to his people, ^otv2;7g mitk milk and h&neyf 
abounding, not} only with necessaries, but delicacies ; 
it was delightfully variegated with liills and Tallies, en- 
riched with com and fruits, and stored with sheq^ and 
eattle. Canaan contained but a small tract of territory^ 
tbe most authentic geographers tdl us that it was 200^ 
railea in length, and about SO in breadth ; but, notwith' 
standing the narrow limits, it was so wonderfully fer- 
titized when the Israelites dwelt there, as to subsist a. 
vttst number of inhabitants. Tlie air of this country 
was very temperate and serene, and the soil required, 
scarcely any labour to manure it. In these days it ap- 
pears 
8 
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pears a poor barren spot ; this is in a great measure v 
owing to the want of cultivation> but still more to tke 
peculiar blessing of Go^ being witl^held from it. 

SECTION XLIV. 

Joshua's exhortatiok> 

From Joshua^ Chap, xxiii. 

And it cattie to pass, a long tiore after that tbe Loiii) 
had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round 
about, that Joshua waxed old, and stricken in age. 

And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their elders, 
and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their 
oiScers, and said unto them, I am old and stricken in 
age: 

And ye have seen all that the Lord your GrOD hath 
done unto all these nations, because of you; for the 
Lord your God is he that fought for you. 

Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these nations 
that remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, from 
Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, even 
unto the great sea westward. 

And the Lord your God, he shall expel them from 
before you, and drive them from out of your sight, and 
ye shall possess their land, s^s the Loud your God hath 
promised unto you* 

Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do 
all that is written in the book of the law oF Mbses, that 
ye turn not aside therefrom, to the right hand or to the 
kft. 

That ye come not among these nations, these that re- 
main amongst you, neither make mention of the name 
of their gads, nor«ause to swear by them, neither serve 
them,. nor bOw yourselves unto them : But cleave unto 
the Lo^D your God, as ye have done urto this day. 

VOL. ti. K For 
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For the Lord hath driven out from before you great 
iMitions and strong ; but as for you, no man hath been 
able to stand before you unto this day. 

One man of you shall chase a thousand : for the 
X>oRD your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he 
hath promised you. 

Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye 
love the Lord your God. 

Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto 
the remnant of these natiens^ even these that remain 
among you, and shall make marriages with them, and 
go in unto them, and they to you ; 

Know for a certainty tliat Uie Lord your God will 
no more drive out any of these nations from before 
you; but they shall be snare« and traps unto you, ancl 
scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until 
je perbh fr«m off this good land which the Lord your 
God hath given you* 

And behold, I am going the way of all the earth, 
and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, 
that not one thing hath failed of all the good things 
which the Lord your God spake concerning you; all 
are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath 
failed thereof. 

Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good 
things are come upon you, which the Lord your Goo 
premised you : so shall the Lord bring upon you all 
evil things, until he have destroyed you from off this 
good land which the Lord your God hath given you« 

When ye have transgressed the covenant of the Lord 
your God, which he commanded you, and have gone 
and served other gods, and bowed yourselves to them: 
then shall the anger of the Lord be kindled agamst 
you, and ye shall perish quickly from off the good land 
which he hath given unto you. 

ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS- 

We are not inforqiecl where Joshua was when he 
made this exhortation, but it is most likely that there 
was a general assembly of t|ie people at Shiloh, to ce« 
iebrate one of their great feasts : and that he took this 
opportunity of reminding them of their duty. 

Israel had bow had experience of the good things 
whieh the LoHd had given them, and knew their value; 
but as continued prosperity is very apt to draw the 
Bnnd firom Gon, Joshua thought it necessary to admo* 
nish them, lest they should afler his death commit 
those sins for which the Lord had threatened to send 
corses upon them. There is ho need to enter into a 
particular explanation of this pathetic address, as it is 
very easy to be understood, and will naturally suggest 
proper reflections. 

SECTION XLV. 

J0SHtJA*8 EXHORTATION— HIS DEATH — THE »EATK 
t)F ELEA^AR THE HIGH PKIBST« 

From Joshua, Chap, xxiv. 

And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to She* 
chem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for their officers ; and 
Ihey presented themselves before God. 

And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the 
Loud God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other 
side of the flood in old time, even Terah the father of 
Abraham and the father of Nachor : and they served 
other gods. 

And I took your father Abraham from the Wher 
side of the flood, and led him throughout all the land 
' ^'^ - T 
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4>f Canaan, and multiplied his seed, and gave him 
Isaac. 

And I gave unto Isaac, Jacob and Esau : and I gave 
unto Esau mount Seir, topossessit; but Jacob and his 
children went down into Egypt. 

I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, 
according to that which I did amongst them : and af- 
terward I brought you out, 

And^e went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho: 
and the men of Jericho fought against you, the Amo- 
rltejs, and tlie Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the 
Hlttites, and the Girgashites, and the Hivites, and the 
JebusiteSf and I delivered them into your hand. 

And I sent tlie hornet before you, which drave them 
out from before you, even the two kings of the Arao- 
rites ; but not with thy sword nor with thy bow. 

Apd I have given you a land for which ye did not 
labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in 
them : of the vineyards and olive yards which ye planted 
not, do ye eat. 

^ow therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sin. 
cerity £^nd in truth : and put away the gods which your 
fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in 
Egypt ; and sefve yo the Lord. 

And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Loud; 
clioose ye this day whom ye will serve, whether the 
gods wliicli your fathers served that were on the other 
side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites in whose 
land ye dwell : but as for me and my house, we wiD 
serve the Lord. 

And the people answered, and said, God forbid that 
we should forsake the Lord, to serve other gods. 

For the Lord our God, he it is that brought ns up 
und our fathers out of the land of Egjrpt, from the house 

of 
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0f bondage, and which did those great signs in our 
sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, 
and among all the people through whom we passed. 

And the Lord drave out from before us all the peo- 
ple, even the Amorites which dwelt in the land : there- 
fore will we also serve the Loild ; for he is our God^ 

And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serre 
* the Loud ; for he is an holy God ; he is a jealous God ; 
he will not forgive your transgressions, nor your sins. 

If ye forsake the Lord and serve strange gods, then 
he will turn and do you hurt and consume you, after 
that he hath done you good. 

And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will 
serve the Lord. 

And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses 
against yourselves that ye have chosen you the Lord 
to serve him. And they said, we are witnesses. 

Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods 
which are among you, and incline, your heart to the 
Lord God of Israel. 

And the people said unto Joshua, The Lokd our 
God will we serve, and his voice will we obey. 

So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, 
and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem. 

And Joshua wrote these words, in the book of the 
law of God, and took a great stone, and set it up there, 
under aw oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord. 

And Joshua said unto all the people. Behold this , 
stone shall be a witness unto us ; for it hath heard all 
the words of the Lord wJiich he spake unto us ; it 
shall be . therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny 
our God. t 

So Joshua let the people depart, every man unto his 
inheritance. 

And it came to pA8s> afler these things, that Joshua 
K 3 the 
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dto.^eoi of N^» the servant of the Lord, died^ beiiig^ 
an hundred and ten years old« 

And they buried him in the border of his inheritance. 
w Tinmath-fierab, which is in mount Ephrftim^ on the 
north side of the hill of Gaash. 
' And the bones of Joseph whicli the children of Is-, 
^pad brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem^ 
in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons 
of Hamor the fatlier of Shechem, for an hundred 
pieces of silver : and it became the inheritance of the 
children of Joseph. 

^ And Eleazar the son of Aaron died ; and they buried 
hhn in a hill that pertained to Phtnehas his son, which 
was given him in mount Ephraim. 

And when Joshua had let the people go, the chiMr^i 
of Israel went every man unto his inheritance to pos- 
sess the land. 

And the people served the Lord all the days c^ 
Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived 
Joshua, who had known all the great work of thfi 
Lord, that he did for Isra^. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This was a very solemn assembly ; it consisted of the 
ciders, heads, judges, and officers of the people oT 
Israel, to whom Joshua in the name of the Lord gave 
his last exhortation. They met at Shechem, where 
Abraham settled at his coming to Canaan, and where 
God appeared to him ; it was therefore a very proper 
plaee to remind them of God's promises, and of their 
own engagements. 

As it is said that the people freittUedihefnsetoesheforc 
God, we inay conclude tliat there was a place of pob« 
lie wonbip at Sfaechemi thougU the ark of the Linii> 

was 
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was at Sblloh. The people were so coDVfnced of th» 
omnipresence of God, that they considered ihemselvet 
before the Lord in a spiritual sense in these assemblies, 
in the same manner as we ought to do when we go to 
church. Joshua might with the greatest propriety ad- 
dress himself to the people in the Lord's name, as he 
spake agreeably to the written word of God ; besides, 
as he was a prophet, it is most likely he had received 
commandment and was inspired to declare the wiH of. 
the Lord at this time. 

Joshua, like his predecessor Moses, exhorted the peo-* 
pie most fervently to make returns of gratitude fbr^ 
God's mercies, and never to forsake His holy worship. 

The Israelites were at this time in a very desiral]te' 
disposition of mind ; they repeated their resolution of 
perseverance, xmllingly submitting themselves to the 
worship of God alone, and entered into a solemn cove- 
nant, which Joshua recorded, and set up sis a memorial. ^ 
It is not improbable that Shechem, on this solemn oc- : 
Casion, was sanctified by some xtinble token of the Di- 
vine Prbssncs, as it is called a Mnc^^atyi though tha- 
Ark was at Shiloh. 

By the other side qfthejhod, from which the forefa? 
thers of Israel are said to hstve been brought, is meant, . 
the land of Mesopotamia, beyond the river Euphrates, 
in which place idolatry greatly prevailed; therefore 
God's mercy to Abraham and his posterity was very 
great, in bringing him out of it ; for though this pa- 
triarch was well inclined^ bad example had probably . 
much corrupted his manners. This spot where Jo- 
seph's, boi^es were interred, was that which Jacob gave 
to him as his own peculiar inheritance. 

.While tl^ i^on^^,i;^j^aiQed as an ofknfnoledged monu^ 
mni q(ihe ^^ovenant entered into by the Israelites, it 
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was as efficacious as a Uving witness, to remind the 
people of the solemn engagement they had at that time 
made. 

Joshua having performed his duty, as governor and 
leader of the Israelites, to the utmost that God requir- 
ed, without doubt took an affectionate leave of the 
people, before he departed to a happier state. This 
excellent man was remarkable for his steadfast attach- 
ment to God . He remembered his Creatok in the dai/s 
of his Youth, and obtained the blessing dfthe Lou©, 
which was shewn to him in a variety of instances ; he 
was likewise happy in the people^s love, and he had 
the satisfaction of beholding the eiBcacy of his good 
example in reject to religion. 

£Ieazar also led a pious life,, and died an honourable 
death; 

There are some parts of Joshua's exhortation, which 
claim our particular attention, as affording valuable in- 
struction to Christians, as well as Israelites. 

Fear the Loud (said he), and serve him mth since- 
RitYVi«(f TRUTH. It certainly is an heinous afiront 
to the Divine Majesty to act the part of a hypocrite 
to\\^rds Him. The praise of the lips, without the ho- 
mage of the heart, is an abomination in His sight. 

Chooie ye Uns day xvhom ye will serve. Thanks to the 
goodness of the LoRi), in establishing His holy religion 
amongst us, we have no temptation to serve heathen 
gods ; but we may make to ourselves idols of the pomps 
and pleasures of the world : let us therefore consider the 
blessings which attend a life of piety ; the dangers we 
incur by a life of folly and dissipation ; and the tempta- 
tions to which we expose our children and dependants, 
by the neglect of Jamily devotion ; and surely we shall be 
all ready to say with Joshua, As for me and my house voe^ 
* will 
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iiM serve the Ldrd ; and with the Israelites, The LoRp 
our God will we serve, and His xx)ice toiil we obey / 
, It is very satisfactory to read an account of the ful- 
filment of the promises respecting the Temporal Cove* 
nant, as it is an earnest of the performance of those re- 
lating to the Everlasting Covenant, We shall be put 
HI possession of an inheritance in tho kingdom of Hea? 
ven, a» surely as the Israelites received theirs ip Ca- 
naan, if we are not wanting to ourselves ; but let us 
not forget that we have vices to conquer and virtues to 
acquire — an arduous task! but such as the Lord will^ 
through Divine grace, enable us to accomplish, if wq 
are strong and courageous to perform what He requires 
on our part of the Christian covenant* 

SECTION XLVI. 

JERXJSAL^EM AND OTH£R CITIES TAKlCST* 

As the particular purpose for which Jo^iua wad* 
placed over the Israelites was accomplished by their 
obtaining rest in the land of Canaan, he did not, like 
IMoses, name a successor; and the most probable opinioa 
is, that the people had no leader, but that the tribes wese 
governed by their respective heads, or elders; whichr 
form of government is supposed to have subsisted about 
thirty years. The Lord Himself was thieir king, andl 
the high priest had tlie means of knowing God's holjr 
will by Urim and ThUxMmim* It has been already 
observed, that a great part of Canaan remained uncon* 
q«iered, and that the Canaanite»did not. dare to molest- 
the Lord's people; but itis likely that, after Joshua's 
death they took courage, and supposed that they 
should now be able to resist the Israelites : whether this> 
was tlie case, or not, is uncertain ; but we are told 
1L.5 tha« 
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that ihe tribes of IsratI enqpired of the Lonti who 
should begin the war agi^inst them, and this preference 
was given to the tribe of Judab, who, in confederacy 
with that of Simeon, attacked Adonibezek, king of 
Bezek, a cruel monarch,,, who had cnt off the thumbs 
Imd great toes of 20 captive kings, and obliged them to 
gather up their meat like dogs under his table. He 
was justly condemned to suffer the same fate *. 

After the conquest of Bezek, the united tribes in*' 
vested Jerusalem, and having taken it, they put the 
Inhabitants to the sword, and set the place on fire« 
fiere Adonibezek died. It is not improbable that he 
perished in the dames. 

Caleb seems to have con^manded the armies at thit 
time, who next attacked Hebron ; here they slew three 
giants, named Sheshai, Ahiman^ and Talmai ; havii^ 
put Caleb in possession of Hebron, the armies proceed- 
ed against Debir, which was part of Caleb's lot. 

The good old General had an only daughter, whose 
name was Acbsah ; he was desirous to see her married 
to a mair of renown, and most likely jQaleb knew thai 
j*e had a similar wish ; he therefore made proclama- 
tion k^the camp, that whoever would attack and con- 
quer Debir should be his son-in-law. This enterprize 
was undertaken and accomplished by Othniel, Caleb's 
n^hew, whose valour received the promised reward : 
and at Achsah*s request, Caleb gave a valuble portion 
with his daughter^ consisting of a large tract of fertile 
and well watered land. 

It is said, that the Lord was with Judah ; and they 

di'ave out the inhabitants df the mountains, l^iit could 

^t drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they 

had chariots of iron. We must not suppose, that the- 

Lord's power was not sulBcient to defeat the warriors 

P Jvdges; Chap. i. 

' »£ 
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of the nunmftaiiiB ; but it is likely, that the men oC 
Judah had not sufficient confidence in Him to attack , 
them, and declined the contest through fear and de* . 
ipondeocy. 

After the Simeonltes had assisted the tribe of Judab, . 
they were in turn assisted by them. In taking Gaza, 
Askelon, and Zephah. Encouraged by these sucqesses . 
the family of Joseph took Bethel. 

The other tribes had equally good success in gaining 
the possession of tke lands that were allotted to them, 
only the tribe of Dan was compelled to quit the plains 
for fear of the Amorites, and to retire into the moun- 
tainous parts of the country^ where they were pent up 
for some time till the family of Joseph came to their 
assistance ; and having restrained the insolence of the 
enemy, reduced them to a narrower tract of a land 
than they had at first* 

SECTION XLVir. 

THE WICKBBNESS OF THE NEW GEHERATIOK. 

From Judges, Chap, iL 

And an angel of the Lord came up from Oilgal ^o , 
Bochim, and said, I made you to go up not of Egypt, , 
and have brought you unto the land which I sware 
unto your fathers ; and I said, I will never break my 
covenant with you. 

And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants 
of this land ; ye shall throw down their altars : but ye 
have not obeyed my voice ; why have ye done this ? 

Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out front- 
before you ; but they shall be as thorns in yeur sides, 
and their gods shall be a snare unto you. 

K 6 And 
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• AtvS. it came to pass, when the angel of the Lord 
spake these words unto all the children of Israel, that 
the people* lifted up their voices and wept. 

And they called the name of that place Bochhtt : and 
they sacrificed there unto the Lord. 

' And all that generation were gathered unto their fa- 
thers : and there arose another generation after them, 
which knew not the Lord^ nor yet the works which 
he had done for Israel. 

And the children of Israel dii evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and served Baalim: and they forsoDk t&e 
Lord God of their fathers, which brought them out 
of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the 
gdds of the people that were round about them, and*' 
bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the Lord^ 
to anger. 

And they forsook the Lord,, and served Baal and" 
Ashtaroth. 

And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israeli, 
and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that 
spoiled them and sold them into the hands of their 
enemies round about, so that they could notany longer 
stand before their enemies* 

Whithersoever they went out the hand of the Lord 
was against them for evil^ as the Lord had said, and as 
the Lord liad s^om unto them: and they were greatly 
distressed. 

Never theleg?, the Lord raised up judges, which de- 
livered them out of the bands of those that spoiled 
them. 

And yet they would not hearken unto their judges^ 
but they went after other gods, and bowed themselves 
unto them : they turned quickly out of the way which 
their fathers walked in, obeying tlie commandments of 
the LoiiD : but they did not so. 

And 
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And when the Lord raised them up judges, then the 
Lord was with the jvidge, and delivered them out of. 
the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge : for 
it repented the Load because of their groanings, by 
reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them. 

And it came to pass when the judge was. dead, that 
they returned, and corrupted themselves more than 
their fathers, in following other gods to serve them» 
and to bow down unto them ; they ceased not from 
their own doings, nor from their stubborn way. 

And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel; 
and he said. Because that this people hath transgressed' 
my covenant which I commanded their fathers, and 
have not hearkened unto my voice : I also will not 
henceforth drive out any from before them of the na- 
tions which Joshua left when he died : that through 
them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the 
way of the Lord, to walk therein, as their fathers did 
, keep it, or not. 

Therefore the Lord left those nations, without driv- 
ing them out hastily : neither delivered he them into: 
the hand of Joshua. 

Now these are the nations which the Lord left to- 
prove Israel by them, even as many of Israel as had not 
known all the wars of Canaan ; only that the genera? 
tions of the children of Israel might know to teach« 
thfm war, at the least, such as before knew nothipg, 
thereof ; namely, five lords of the Philktines, and «]1 
the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and thet Hivites that, 
dwelt in mount Lebanon, from mount BaalrhermoA' 
unto, the entering in of Hamath. 

And they were to prove Israel by them, to knqwj 

whether they would hearken unto the commandments. 

of the Lord, which he commaaded their fathera by the 

hand of Moses. i, - , . .. .*t^ 

Jl And 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( soe ) 

And the cbtldren ef Israel dvir^ among the Canaan- 
kesy Hittltes, and Amoritety and Perizzitea, and Hi- 
Tites, and Jebusitea. 

And they took their daughters to he their wives, and 
gave their daughters to their sons, and served their 
gods. 

And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, andforgatthe Lord their God, and served 
Baalim, and the groves. 

Therefore the anger of the Lord was hot against 
Israel, and he sold them into the hand of Chushan- 
rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia: and the children of 
Israel served Chushan-rishathaim eight years. 

And when the children of Israel cried unto the 
Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer to the children 
of Israel, who delivered them, even Othniel the son of 
Kenez, Caleb's younger brother. 

And the Spirit of the Lord come upon him, and he 
judged Israel, and went out to war: and the Lord de* 
livered Chushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into 
his hand; and his hand prevailed against Chushan- 
rishathaim. 

And the land had rest forty years* And Othniel the 
son of Kenez died. ^ 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. , 

As their awakened consciences seem to have been sa 
strongly affected with a sense of their ingratitude, when 
the Angel of the Lord appeared unto them at Bochim, 
one is surprised to read immediately after of the Israel- 
ites forsaking the Lor d ; btit^we find that there was a 
new generation, and there is reason to suppose that 
some time had elapsed before ihey arrived at such a 
pitch of wickedness ; and that they gave themselves up 

to 
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to luxuTf find di8ftipatIotiy hecame less attentive to the 
duties of religidn, neglecting the worship of God, and 
BO were easily drawn aside to the wicked abominations 
of their impious neighbours. It is said, thejr worship- 
jped Baalim^ which means not one, but idols in genera). 
No wonder therefore that the Lord should withdraw 
His protection, and leave them a prey to their enemies ; 
He did not however forget His covenant with Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, or his promises by Moses, but 
as soon as the Israelites came to a sense of their guilt, 
and called upon Him, the Lord had compassion on 
them, and msed up a deliverer, who was endued with 
skill and courage to lead them forth to victory, and 
obtain the blessings of rest and peace. The armies had 
not the power to extirpaie the nations as Joshua had. 
done, because infinite wisdom thought fit to ordain, 
that those who made so ill an lise of abundance, should 
not be in a state of security, but suffered them to be 
tried by a variety of troubles, and to be exposed to 
many temptations, that they might be humbled for 
their sins, and reminded of their duty. Though this. 
appears a hard sentence, it may justly be considered as 
an instance of the merc^ of God towards the Israelites ;< 
for it was evident, that adversity was highly necessary 
to teach them repentance and humility, without which^. 
^ey could not have the least pretence to God's favour. 
In the same manner, we may regard those disappoint- 
ments and vexations which are oflen so grievous to 
ourselves as thorns in our sides, intended, by the suf- 
ferings they occasion, to make us seek for relief from 
the goodness of God, or teach us to submit to evils 
with patience, since we must be conscious of deserving 
the utmost that is inflicted upon us. 
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SECTION XLVIir. 

THE HISTORY OF THE ' DANITES — WAR WJITH THK 
BENJAMITES. 

About the time of Othniel happened tiiro very re- 
markable events. ** The tribe of Dan, who dwelt m 
the mountainous parts, found their territories much too 
narrow for them; they therefore sent out five spies to 
survey the country, and bring them inteihgence itt 
what part of the regions round about they might most 
likely extend their bounds. The spies in thdr Journey 
came to the house of Micah, of mount Ephraim, whose- 
mother, thinking it too much trouble to go to Shiloh to* 
worsMp and offer sacrifices, had made an ephod and & 
teraphim ; priestly garments, and a graven image : and 
kad consecrated one of Micah*s own sons to be a priesti- 
until a Levite, who had dwelt some time in Bethleheo» 
Judah, travelling from thence to seek a better seide<- 
ment, happened to call at M icah's house, and by hyak> 
was hiredjo execute that office; and the man errone* 
ously persuaded himself, that God's blessing would cer*- 
tainly attend him, now he had engaged a Levite to be 
his priest. Some of the spies being acquainted with^ 
the Levite, and understanding in what capacity he 
served Micah, desired- of him to akk counsel ofGo-D fof* 
them, whether they might promise themselves success^ 
in their present enterprize. He pretended to do so^ 
and gave them great encouragement : and (hey pro- 
ceeded in their search till they cilme t6 Laish, a pleasant 
and fruitful country, whose inhabitants lived in a se* 
cure and negligent manner, without any rule or disci- 
pline. The spies thepePoPe returned, and represostedi 
the probability of this place becoming an easy conquest. 
Upon this tlie Danitea drew a party of 600 men, and 

sent 
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^ent them to take possession of the city ofLaisk; but 
in their way through mount Ephraim, they called at 
Micali's house^ and in his absence seized the ephod^ the 
teraphim, and other images, that Micah had made; 
and silenced the remonstcances of the Levite, by repre* 
senting to him the advantage of being priest to a whole 
tribe, rather than to any one family, upon which he 
readily accompanied them. Micah returning home, 
and finding that his priest and images were gone, as-^ 
sembled his friends and pursued the Danites; bat when 
he came up with the hindmost of them, they advised 
him to retreat, as they would certainly lose their livefr 
in the contest ; he therefore submitted to his loss, and 
the Danites on the third day came to Laish, burnt the 
city, destroyed the inluibitants, and took possession of 
the country. 

** They rebuilt the city, calling it after their father 
Dan, and here setting up the image they had stolen,, 
they made the Levite their priest ; and in this state of 
idolatrous worship those Danites continued for about 
SOO years/' 

A certain Levite, whose wife had eloped from him ta 
her father's house, being willing to be reconciled to her, 
he went to bring her home ; but in their return, being 
benighted, they were obliged to stop at Gibeoh, "which 
belonged to Benjamin, and would have been destitute 
of lodging,, had not a man, who did not properly be • 
long to the place, offered theni one* which they gladly 
accepted. Scarcely were they„ retired to rest when the 
house was beset, and many outrages committed, which 
ended in a most cruel murder of the Levite*s wife. 
Agitated (as we may suppose) with the most violent 
emotions, and thirsting for revenge, he thought of a 
strange expedient to attract the attention of the whole 
nation^ which was to cut his wife iiidtio twelve part», 

and 
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9Xii send one part to eaob tribe, with an account of the 
inhospitable treatment he had met with at Gibeah, in 
order that it might be resolved in a general assembly 
of Israel, what step would be most proper to take on 
this dismal occasion. 

The assembly agreed that such an inhuman act was- 
deserving of the most condign punishment ; they there* 
fore sent messengers to Gibeah to demand the olFenderSy 
but they refused to deliver them, and mustered all their 
force to protect the criminals. 

The army of the Benjamites contained cmly 26,000 
men, that of Israel amounted to 400,000, yet the Ben- 
jamites obtained two victories ; for the Israelites, confi* 
dent of their own strength, placed no dependence on 
the aid of the Almighty : but. ill fortune made them^ 
sensible of their presumption, and they humbled them- 
selves to God, who then encouraged them to atta<^ 
the Benjamites again, and their victory was complete; 
for they riew* 25,100, set fire to their city, and de- 
stroyed all that belonged to them. It so happened that- 
600 men, who were all that remained of the tribe* 
made their escape, and sheltered themselves in the for* 
tress of Rimmon ; had it not been for this remnant, the 
tribe o£ Betijamin would have been extirpated. 
* From^ th<se two events we may discover, that there 
was at that time great confusion in Uie land of Israel ; 
and that the excellent form of government which had 
|>een ordained by Mpses, at the command of Gop, was 
corrupted and disregarded. 

In the wart b^^een t^e Benjftmites and the other 
tribes, great losses were sustained on both sides ; nei« 
^er party had any reason to hqie for the protectiooi 
and assistance of Goo, and they were made instruments 
tf punishment to each other. 

• S5,iao, Judgei Kx, 96.— §5,000, Jadges, xs. 45. 
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This and tbe foregoing story seem to have been in- 
serted principally to shew, what a variety of ill effeet& 
were produced in Israel for want of a regular settled 
government ; as it.is repeatedly said, that they happened 
when there was no king in Israel^ and every man did that 
Mihich was right in his oxon eyes. The Israelites had 
broken their covenant with God, and He had left theoA 
to themselves without any governor at all, to feel the 
sad effects of their presumption and selfdependance. 

How thankful should those be who live in a king«. 
dom blessed with laws calculated to defend the weak, 
protect the innocent, and punish injustice and violence ; 
who have a good king, and magistrates of various rank% 
to put them in execution ! Never should people in so 
Iiappy a case indulge a wish to be at liberty to do every 
thing that may appear right in their own eyes; lest, 
enticed by faction, impelled by mistaken aeal, or hur« 
ried on by tumultuous passions, they should be led to 
break the command of God, subvert His holy religion, 
and infringe the peace of that society, of which they 
are members, for they may assure themselves that thej 
will by such wickedness bring down God's judgments^ 
upon themselves. — War with a foreign enemy is a great 
evil, but lawless riot and intestine division are produe- 
tive of the greatest piisfortuoes t]>at can happen to anjF 
country, of which may we never be even ^pectatora! 

. ---.'^!*«'^., 

SECTION XLIX. f''yil^ 

ISRAEL DELIVEJIBD BY THEIR JUDORS. V"' 

Ik the days of Balaam tbe prophet, the Moabiteff- 
were restrained by God, even from pronouncing curses 
OD Israel *, but at length the Israelites committed S(^ 

* Se» Sectton 1114, 
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many abominations that the Lo!id was provoked ta 
strengthen that very nation against them ! They were 
now obliged to pay a yearly tribute (a sum of money, 
or a certain portion of the product of the land) as an 
acknowledgment of submission to the king of Moab, 
and this for eighteen years together. The Israelites 
then returned to their duty, and God once more raised 
them up a deliverer in Ehud, whose errand it v/as to 
carry the annual present to Eglon, king of Moab, 

Ehud provided himself with a dagger, and having 
obtained a private audience, he stabbed the king of 
Moab, and made his escape. When Ehud arrived at 
Mount Ephraim, he blew a trumpet, and assembled the 
Israelites, and said. Follow me, for the Lord hath 
delivered your enemies, the Moabites, into your hands; 
and they went down after him, and slew of the Moa- 
bites about ' ten thousand of their most valiant men. 
So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Is- 
rael, and the land had rest fourscore years *. 

There is an appearance of great treachery in Ehud's 
proceedings in respect to the king of Moab, which no. 
thing could justify, bnt his having received a com. 
mand from God to destroy Eglon, in order to set Is* 
rael free ; therefore his example is not to be imitated m 
this particular. 

We must remember that the Moabites practised open 
idolatry, and that Israel again obeyed the Loud; as a 
reward for which, they had recefved repeated promises 
that their enemies should fall before them. 

It is said that Ehud was of the tribe of Benjamin, 
and that he was left-handed ; therefore, in all probabi. 
lity, he was no expert warrior tiH strengthened of God^ 
who chose a weak instrument in order to shew his own 
Almighty power. 

• Judges, Chap. iii. 

We 
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We may suppose that the king of Moab had tri- 
umphed over Israel^ and exulted with pride at having 
subdued those who called theraselves the 'people of God; 
and perhaps he imputed his sucoess to the aid of the 
false deities he worshipped ; at least we may be certain 
that he was guilty o^ presunrptuous wn, or he would not 
have had such aa exemplary punishment ; and in re- 
spect to the Moabitesy success was given to them for 
the punishment of Israel ; when that purpose was com-r 
pletedf they were again exposed to the wrath of God, 
which had only been suspended, because those who 
were appointed to execute it had forsaken the Lord^ 
The curse still remained in force against idolatry; and 
it was the peculiar service of the Israelites (when they 
were faithful to God) to punish those who acted in de- 
fiance of His AtMiGHTY power. 

Ehud was succeeded by Shamgar, of whom little is 
said, buf that he gained a very cemplete victory over 
the Philistines : this might happen during the Jife of 
Ehud, perhaps when he was too old for service, or in a 
different part of the territories of Israel. 

It is said that he slew 600 men w\th an ox-goad ; 
from which we may conjecture, that Shamgar and his 
men, beii g suddenly attacked, secured all the rustical 
instruments they had at hand, and without the usual 
arms (through the^otcer of the Lord) defeated their 
enemies. 

To what a deplorable situation had the Israelites re- 
duced tliemselves by following false gods ; they had 
no trade; ^nd robbery was so frequent, that travellers 
were obliged to avoid the public road. The art of 
war was in a manner forgotten; and it is probable 
they had beea deprived of all their spears and shields 
by the Philistines, Then did they call to mind the 

blessing 
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ilessing and the curse which the Lord had sal befbre 
them ; and cried unto the Lord, w\\o delivered thenl 
from their distress by the most unexpected means. 

By the end of the fourscore years the people of Israel 
had again arrived at such a pitch of wickedness, that 
the Lord saw fit to punish them, by delivering them 
into the hands of Jabin king of Canaan, the captain of 
whose host was Sisera. He had under his command 
a very great army, in which were nine hundred chariots 
of iron ; and for twenty years he mightily oppressed 
I^ael *. Deborah the prophetess judged Israel at that 
time. 

Deborah was a woman of extraordinary underst^d<* 
ing and fortitude ; she was likewise endued with the 
gift of prophecy, by which God. enabled her to forete! 
some events which he intended shortly to bring to pass* 
Probably her wise admonitions insph'ed of God had 
brought the people to repentance : and they had te« 
course to her, in order to obtain advice and to intreal 
her prayers to God in their behalf. 

By the command of the Lord, Deborah sent (ot 
Barak, and coi^itnanded him in the name of the Lord 
to assemble an army of ten thousand men from the 
tribes of Na^htali and Zebulun, and go against Sisera, 
assuring him that the Lord would deliver Sisera into 
his hands. 

Barak, being diffident of himself, refused to go on 
this enterprize unless the prophetess would accompany 
him. This Deborah consented to do ; but told him 
that for his distrust of the Lord, he should lose the 
honour of destroying Sisera, and a woman should ob« 
tain it. 

Sisera hearing of the approach of Barak and the If- 

• Judges, Chap. ir. 
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raelites, assembled his warriors^ and> at the head of a 

mighty army, went forth witli all his chariots of iron 

to meet an enemy, whose forces appeared so inferior 

f? his own, that without doubt, he was confident of 

destroying them. Barak, however, through the power 

of the Lord, obtained a complete victory. The ar« 

my of the Canaanites was totally defeated, but Sisera 

escaped from the sword of Barak, and ded away 

on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber. JaeL 

received Sisera with pretended kindness, furnished him 

with refreshments, and afterwards, when he lay down 

to repose afler the fatigue of the battle, she covered 

him with a garment ; but as soon as he was asleep, she 

took a large nail, and with a hammer drove it into his 

temple; and when Barak, who was in pursuit of him, 

arrived at Jael's ^nt, he found him dead. Thus was 

the prophecy of Deborah fulfilled, that the Lord 

tvould deliver Sisera into the hand of a toomaih 
t 
In order to acquit Jael of treachery in this matter, we 

must remember, that the Israelites were strictly com- 
manded to cut oiF the idolatrous liations ; that Sisera 
was con4emned to death by the Lord himself, and 
J^I was ordained to execute the sentence. Jael was ia 
a most critical situation. Had she refused to gire shd- 
ter to Sisera, he would most probably have put her to 
death ;^^iMie might have found means, at a future 
tim?^ to make head against Israel, and slaughter num* 
bets of them ; whereas, by cuttmg him off, Jael wduld 
complete the victory of Barak, fulfil the will of the 
Lord, and gain the highest honour, by delivering the 
people with whom her husband was in alliance from 
the dread of that furious general who had so long op* 
pressed them. 

This victory was celebrated in Israel with great 

7 , triumphs 
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triamphs and rejoicings, and Deborah and Barak ex- 
^Ued the poorer and goodness of the Lord in sl beau* 
tiftti ^ong ♦. 

Afler this, the Israelites had rest frona their enemies 
forty 3'ears. 

SECTION L. 

THE HISTORY OP NAOMI AND RUTH. 

During the forty years peace which succeeded the 
defeat of the Canaanites, the Israelites again rebdlecl 
again£(t the Lord, and he punished them with a griev* 
ous famine. Elimelechy a man of Bethlehem, rather 
than submit to the affliction which Goo was pleased to 
briog on his people for their sins, resolved to leave bis 
Di^ive country, and go with his wife Naomi and bis 
two sons, Mahlon and Chilion into the land of Moab. 
Elimelech's endeavours to preserve his life proved inef- 
fectual; for though he escaped the famine, he died 
amongst strangers, and left his family exposed to a vat 
riety of inconveniences. 

His sons, who probably looked upon Moab as their 
country, and who had been educated in a very different 
manner from what the law of God required, had no 
thoughts of returning to Betlilehero, but married two 
Moabitish women, named Orpah and Ruth ; in a few 
years these young men also died. 

It is very likely that Naomi might at first be wilh'ng 
to leave her country ; but the loss of her husband and 
sons brought her to a«ense of the crime she had com- 
mitted in forsaking Judea, and going to live amongst 
idolaters ; she therefore resolved to seek for pardon and 
peace, by returning to that society in which alone 
she could expect to enjoy them. She accordingly 

♦ Judgesi Chap, v, 
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^mmutticated thii intention to her two daughtera-in- 
lawy and, expressing the most fervent wishes for their 
happiness, bade them farewell. Both Orpah and Ruth 
■were so affectionately attached to her, that they pro- 
posed to return with her to the land of Judah ; but as 
Naomi was sensible that this would expose them to 
many distresses, she generously declined the offer, and 
would not consent that they should go merely on her 
account, fearing that they were too niuch inclined to 
idolatrous worship to conform to the law of Moses. 

Orpah fimUag from Naomi's dbcourse that she had 
little chance of obtaining a settlement in Judah, re- 
mained in Moab, pa}4ng howeter the tribute of many 
a tender tear for the kindness which she had received 
from her dear mother-in4aw, and then took a last 
adieu. 

Ruth was not to be hindered by any dissuasives from 
accompanying Naomi; she expressed a fixed resolution 
to be a partaker of all her sorrows^ to forsake idols, and 
become a trueworshipper of the Gob of Israel. Naomi 
DO longer resisted, she rejoiced tp find that Ruth was 
converted, and now thought it her duty to endeavour 
te obtain a settlement for her amongst the'^Isradites. 
They immediately proceeded on their journey, and ar* 
rived' at Bethlehem. 

Those who had known Naomi in a. state of affluence^ 
were surprised at the change in lier appearance ; but 
she acknowledged the justice of God, in bringing such 
distresses upon the family of Elimelech, on account of 
their joining themselves to an idolatrous nation from a 
^struBt of Providence. 

As Naomi had no son to claim the inheritance of his 
father, she was utterly destitute of the means of subsist-^ 
ence: Ruth therefore determined to exert her litmosl 
industry, in order to procure a livelihood for them both ; 
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and as it was harvest time, she went into the 6elds m 
order to pick up the ears of corn that fell from the« 
reapers' hands, which were the destined portion of th» 
poor and needy : and the prpvidence of Gom directed 
h^r to a part which belonged to Boaz, a vg^ of consi- 
derable property, who was a near relation of Elimelech'i^ 
sMi^d a person of excellent pharacter« He soon distia* 
guished Ruth, and, making ^^qiilries a^ h^r, wfift 
told the history of her exemplary conduct ; upon which: 
he addre8(ted her with the utmost l^nilneisg» ^ itcoMraging 
her to hope, that her dutiful behaviour to hermotbtr- 
in-lawy and her piety to God, would be re warded* 

He then gave ordecs that she lAould be treated wUh^ 
all possible respect, and allowed to refr^ herself with 
his provisions; he also desired that the reapers woul4. 
let fall handfuls on purpose for her ; so that by the^ 
eveping Ruth had gleaned three pecks of barley,^ ^/^^ 
irhich she returned to her mother, who es;pected h^r 
with the utmost impatience ; and when she heard Imw 
kindly Ruth had* been treated by Boaz, the joy of her 
heart brake forth in thankful acknowledgments of the 
goodness of God ! Naomi then formed hopes that Boaz 
might be induced to marry Ruth (notwithstanding the 
disparity of fortune), as she had a right to require him 
to do so, if he was, as she supposed him to be, the nei;^ . 
of kin to her deceased husband ; she therefore gave 
Huth directions how to proceed according to the Jew- 
ish customs in such ca^es. Ruth puiictv^y obeyed* 
and obtained a promise of the farther .protection of . 
Boaz, if another person, who he told her was a nearer 
relation than himself, should refuse to marry her, as he . 
was very desirous to have a wife who had distinguial^d 
herself, as she had done, by her virtue and affection to -, 
her former husband* The other kinsman deolined pur- . 
shading the inheritance of Elimj^lech l^y marrying hi« 
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widow, tut it was not agreeable to hiif intereftt to do ffo^ 
he dierefore rested her to Boaz ; and Naomi had the 
i^icity of rejoicing, not oilly in the marriage of Ruth^ 
but in the additional comfort of a son iHiich Boaz and 
Ruth were afterwards blessed whit^ who was named 
Obed* This diild NaoiHi regarded as a blessing to 
herself^ as he n^as entitled to the inheritance of Elime- 
loeh| according to the Jewish law. 

Thus we find, that though it had pleMd Gen to tfe« 
piHNite the Jews as a peculiar people ; yet Ae Gentfles 
or Heathens Were not ^clud^d from His grace, if they 
repented and were converted to His holy law. Wor«^ 
fl^^ng idbls was thb ca^iise df die LdSD's forsakmg 
themi but he was rMty at idl times to accept their re* 
pestance, of ti^ych Ruth is a remarkable instance; for 
she was not only admitted into the society of Gob's' 
pecqple^ but was hohoured amongst those who are reck« 
oned in the genealogy of itie- promised Steoiour. Her 
S(m Obed was the iMatt of Jesse, Who was the fkther 
ofkingDliTid. 

SECTION. LI. 

GIDEON APPOINTED TO DELIVER ISRAEL. 

From Judges^ Chap. vi. 

Ahi^ fte cMldfen of Israel did evil iii the s^ht o# 
the Load: and the Lord delivered th«n into the 
hand of Midian seven years. 

And the hs^d of Midian prevaiied' against Israel : 
and beCanse of the Midianites, the children of Israel 
made' them the dens which are in the moontabs^ and 
caVes^ arid siTong h()lds. 

And i^ it was when Isra^ had soWii, thM tb^ Midian-' 
L 2 it^' 
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ites came up, an4 the Amalekitet, and the chiUren of 
the east, even they came up against^them ; and they 
encamped againkt them, and destroyed the increase of 
the earthy till thou come unto Gaza, and led no suste- 
. nance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. 

For they came up with their cattle, and their tents, 
and they came as grasshoppers for multitude : for both 
they and their camels were without number : and they 
entered into the land to destroy it. 

And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the 
Midianites : and the children of Israel cried unto the 
Lord. 

And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cri^d 
unto the Lord, because of the Midianites, that the 
Lord sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, which 
said tinto them. Thus said the Lord God of Israel, I 
brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth 
out of the house of bondage, 

And r delivered you out of the hand of the Egyp- 
tians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and 
drave them out from before you, and gave you their 
land. 

And I said unto you, I am the Loud your God, 
fear not the gods of the Amorites in whose land ye 
dwell : but ye have not obeyed my voice. 

^nd there came the angel of the Lord and sat under 
an oak, which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto 
Joash the Abi-ezrite : and his son Gideon threshed 
wheat by the wine-press, to hide it from the Midian* 
ites. 

And the angel of the Loud appeared unto him, and 
said unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 
man of valour. 

And Gideon said unto him. Oh, my lord! if the 
Jjotii> be with usy wl^ then is all this beialleD us f and 
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where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, 
'^jingt I^jd i^ot the Lord bring uS up from Egypt i 
but now the Lord hath forsaken us^ and delivered us 
into the hands of the Midianites. 

And the Lord looked upon him, and said. Go in 
tills thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand 
of the Midianites : have not I sent thee ? 

And he said unto him, Oh, my lord ! wherewith shall 
I save Israel? behold my family is poor in Manasseh, 
aad I am the least in my father *s house* 

And the Lord said unto him. Surely I will be with 
thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man* 
* And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in 
^y sight, then shew me ^ sign that thou t^lkest with 
me : depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto 
thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. 
And he said, I will tarry until thou come again. 

And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and un- 
leavened cakes of an ephah of flour : the flesh he put 
in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought 
it out unto him under, the oak, and presented it. 

And the angel of God said unto him. Take the flesh > 
and the unleavened'cakes, and lay them upon this rock, 
and pour out the broth. And he did so. 

Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of 
the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh, 
and the unleavened cakes : and there rose up fire out 
mi the rock, and consumed the flesh, and the unleaven- 
ed cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out 
of his sights 

. And wheri Gideon perceived that he was the ^angel 
of the Lord, Gideon said, Alas! O.Lord God! for 
because I have seen the angel of the Lqhd face to face* 

And the Loud said unto him, Peace be unto thee i. 
fear not, thou shalt not die. 

t 3 ' Then 
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Tken Gideon buih an altar there unte the Lorb, 
and called it Jehov2di*ihaloai : unto this day it is yet 
in Ophrah of the AbL-ezrites. 

And it came to pass the same night that the Lord 
said unto him, Take thy ^Either's yonng bullock, even 
the second buUock of seven years old, and throw down 
the altar of Bslal that thy father hath, and cut down the 
grove that is by it ; and build an altar unto the Leniy 
thy God upon the top of this rock in the ordered place, 
and take the second buUock, and offer a bmmt-sacrifice 
>^ith the wood of the grave which thou shalt cut down. 

Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did 
as the Lord had said unto him : and so it was, because 
he feared his father's household and the men of the 
city, that he could not dp it by day, that he did it by 
night. 

And. when the men of the city arose eariy in the 
morning,- behold, the altar of Baal was cast down, and 
the grove was cut down that was by it, and the second 
bullock was ofiered upon the altar that was built. 

And they said one to another, Who hath done thi» 
thing ? and when they enquired and asked, they said, 
Gideon the son of Joash hath done this thing. 

Then the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring out 
thy sen that he may*die : because he hath cast down 
the altar of Baal, and because he hath cut down the 
grove that was by it. 

And Joash said unto all that stood against him. Will 
ye plead for Baal i will ye save him ? he that will plead 
for him, let him be put to death, whilst it is yet morn« 
ing : if he be a Gon, let him plead for himself, because 
one hath cast down his altar. 

Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, spr- 
ing. Let Baal plead against him, because he hath 
thrown down his altar* 

ANNOt 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In the days of Balak and Balaam, the people o£ Israel 
almost entirely destroyed the Midianites, but it is likely, 
that some of them saved themselves by flight into other 
countries, and that after the Israelites were settled in 
Canaan, they returned to their own country again, and 
ip two hundred years they might have repeo{^ed thje 
land, and still retain the name of Midianites. 

We are told an Angel of the LoRp appeared unto 
Gideon, acquainting him that he was chosen to be the 
deliverer of Israel. He who assumed the form of an 
Angela appears, by the subsequent conversation, to have 
been no other than the Lord Himself; but Gideon 
did not at fh^t discover who talked with him; he 
seems to have thought that a prophet was sent to him ; 
and being in great despondency of mind, he began to 
express his doubts of deliverance; the Lord then ia 
His otm name promised to save Israel, saying. Surely I 
will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites m 
one man. Gideon could scarcely believe that the Lord 
manifested His Divink PftESEUfCE in so humble a form, 
and that He had actually endued him with strength, 
and abilities for the task required of him ; be therefoUe 
asked for a sign that he might be convinced his ima- 
gination did not deceive him. Gideon then hastened 
into the house, and brought forth provisions to refresh 
his guest, should he prove to be a man, or to offer as a 
sacrifice, if he were the Lord. He had soon a very 
satisfactory sign, for his present was accepted as a sacri" 
ficCf which would not have been the case had the An- 
gel been a created being. Gideon expressed bis con- 
viction, by crying out ^* Alas, O Lord God, fbr Ikk 
cause I have seen the Angei. ^th^ Lord ;'' upc^n which 
Li the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 224 ) 

the same Divine Beinq, who had hefor^appeared 
spake to him words of consolation, assuring him, thai 
he should not die. Jehqvah Shalom signifies the 
God o£peace» 

The reproof which Joash gave to the people for their 
foolish anger against Gideon, shew^, that he was him» 
^self convinced that idolatry was a great sin ; and that 
though he had been a priest of Baal, he now clearij 
perceived Baal must be an impotent Deity, since h^ 
had not been able to defend his own. altar. 

From this time, Gideon bore the name of Jerub'baal, 
that is, the opposer of BaaL 

How deplorable was the condition to which the Is- 
raelites, through their apostasy, had reduced themselves! 
All those evils Moses had foretold fell upon tbem^ be* 
cause they forsook the Lord ; and we may consider it 
aian instance of Divine mercy, that they were not to- 
tally extirpated; but the Lord Iiad graciously pro- 
mised, that if they would repent and seek His aid, He 
would return untp them, and deliver them for the sake 
of Abraham^ Isaac^. and Jacob, and in remembrance of 
^His covenant : and we find in this section a remarkable 
proof of the faithfulness of God ; for no sooner did His 
people cr^unio Him, than He sent a prophet to remind 
them of His former mercies, and their breach of duty, 
in order to excite them to a thorough repentance. This 
should teach us to place a firm trust in the divine pro- 
jnises. 

SECTION LII. 

aiDBON %£QU£^T9 ANOTHER filGN-^PREPARES FOR 
BATTLE. 

From Judges, Chap. vi. yii. 
Thei? all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the 
children of the east were gathered together^ and went 
o^er, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. 

But 
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But the Spirit of the Lord came upoa Gideon, and 
he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was gathered after 
him. 

And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseb, 
who also was gathered after him, and he sent messen- 
gers unto Asher, and unto Zebulun, and unto Naph- 
tali, and they came up to meet them. 

And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel 
by mine handj as thou hast said, behold I will put a 
fleece of wool in the floor : and if the dew be on the 
fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, then 
shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand^ 
as thou hast said. 

And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow; 
and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the de^ 
out of the fleece, a bowl full of water. 

And Gideon said unto (jod. Let not thine anger be 
hot against me, and I will speak but this once: let me 
prove I pray thee, but this once with the fleece : let it 
now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the 
ground let theito be-dew. ^^-,^, 

And God did so that night: for it was dry upon the 
fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground. 

Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people 
that were with him, rpse up early ; and pitched beside \ 
the well of Harod : so that the host of the Midianites 
were on the north side of them by the hill of Moreh « 
io. the valley. . 

And the Lord said un^o Gideon, The people that * 
are with thee are too many for me to give the Midian- 
ites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against 
me, saying. Mine own hand hath saved me. 

Kow therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the 
. P^op^^y saying. Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let' him 

h 5 return 
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marn andrdepi^ early from mount Oilea^ And there 
returned' of the people twenty and two thousand: and 
there remained ten thousand. 

And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people are yet 
too many, bring them down unto the water, and I will 
try them for thee there : and it shall be that of whom 
I say unto thee, Hiis shall go with thee, the same shall 
go with thee ; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, This 
•hall not go with thee, the same shall not go. 

So he brought down the people unto the water : and 
the Lord said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of 
the water with his tongue as a dog lappeth, him shalt 
thou set by himself: likewise every one that boweth 
dbwn upon his knees to drink. 

And the number of them that lapped, putting their 
hand to their mouth, were three hundred men : but all 
the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to 
drink water. 

And the Lord said unto Grideon, By the three hun- 
dred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the 
Midianites into thine hand; and let all the other peo^ 
pie go every man unto his place. 

So the people took -victuals in their hand, and iheit 
trumpets : and he sent all the rest of Israel, every 
man unto his tent, and retained those three hundred 
men. And the host of Midian was beneath him in the 
valley. 

And it came to pass the same night that the Lord 
said unto him. Arise, get thee down unto th^ host ; for 
I have delivered it into thine hand. 

But if thou fear to go down, go thou with I^urah 
thy servant down to the host : and thoushalt hear what 
they say ; and afterwards shall thine hands be strength- 
ened to go down unto the host. Then went he down 

with 
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m& I^itrfth hit tervant wato theauttkk #f die mmi 
men that were in the host 

And the MIdiamtes and the Amaldcites and all the 
ehildiren of the east lay along in the rfflley like grass^ 
iH^pers for mukittide; and their catnek were without 
niMiber, as the sand by the seannde for multttade. 

And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a 
man tluU;toid a dream unto his fdlow, and said. Behold, 
I dreamed a dream, and lo a cake of barley bread 
tumbled into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, 
ttsd' smote it thai it fell and overtnrned it, that the 
tent lay along. 

And his ftllow answered imd said, This is nothing 
else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man 
of Israel : for into his hand hath God delivered Midian 
and all the host. 

And it was so, when Gideon heard the tdhng of the 
dream and the interpretation thereof, that he wor- 
shipped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said. 
Arise, for the Lord hath delivered into your hand the 
host of Midian. 

And he dhrided the three hundred men into three 
companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's haiid^ 
with empty pitchers, and lamps mthin the pitchers. 

And he said unto them. Look on me aad do likewise: 
and behold, when I come to the outside of the can^ 
it shall be that as I do, so shall ye do^ 

When I blow witii ^ trumpet, I and all that are with 
me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all 
the can^, and say. The sMrerd of the Lord, and of 
Gideon. 

So Gideon and the hundred men that were with him 

emne into the outside of the camp in the middle watch t 

and they had but newly set the watch) and they blew 
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&e truBipeti) md brake tk# pitchem that were in their 
faends. 

And the three eompaniet blew the trumpets, and 
brake the pttcberi, and held the lamps in their lefl 
baodsy and the trumpets in their right hands, to blow 
withal : and they cried. The sword of the Load, and 
of Gideon. 

And they stood every, man in his place round about 
die can^ ; and all the host ran, and cried, and fled. 

And the three hundred Mew the trunqpets, and the 
tA>n.j} set every man's sword against his fellow, even 
throughout all the host : and the host fled to Beth- 
shittah, in Zererab, and to the.border <rf Abel^mdiolabi 
unto Tabbath. 

And the. men of Israel gathered themselves together 
out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, and out of all Ma*. 
nassdiy and pursued after the Midianites. 

And Gideon sent messengers throughout ail mount 
]^>hraim, saying, Come down against the Midianites^ 
and take before them the waters unto Beth-barab and 
Jordan. Then all the men of Ephraim gathered them* 
selves together and took the waters unto Bcth-barah 
and Jordan. 

And they took two princes ofthe Midianites, Oreb 
and Zeeb ; and they slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, 
and Zeeb they slew upon the wine-press of Zeeb, and 
pursued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb aad 
Zeeb to Gidepn on the other side Jordan* 



ANNOTATIONS amd REFLECTIONS. 

It is here said that the Sjnrii of the Lor d came vfw 
Gideon^ from which we may uadeistand, thftt when the 
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LoRB required cboeeii penras to perfbrn tf^ngs abev» 
their nataral abilities either of mind or body, he inapired 
them with supernatural powers. 

As Gideon had collected together so numerous an 
army, he was desirous that they ahoidd habeas satis* 
faetory a proof as he had himself received, that he waa 
appointed of God to be the deliverer of Israel ; tha 
sanding dew on the fleece, and then inverting the sign 
agreeably to his request, shewed, that the Loan wai 
actually with him, which was a great means of strength- 
•Bing his own faith, at the same time that it awakened 
that of others. 

Why it pleased God to appoint such an extraordinary 
method of electing the men who were to attend Gideon 
in his great enterprise, it does not concern us to know, 
because we shall never be in such circumstances as they 
were. It plainly appears that God intended to effect 
the destruction of the Midianltes in a wonderful man- 
ner, so as to leave no one room to suppose his own skill 
er valour had gained the victory ; and whatever dipec« 
tioDS seemed good to God's infinite wisdom to give, 
the Israelites were bound to obey. 

It must astonish Gideon to hear the Midianites fore* 
telling the success of his arms ; he could impute the 
prediction he overheard to nothing but the inspiration 
of God for his encouragement. 

It is very likely that, upon Gideqi^i'^ great success^ 
many of the soldiers whom he hadJately dismissed were 
desirous to partake of the spoil, and for this purpose 
they willingly assembled together, and pursued after 
some of tbe Midianites, by which means two of the 
Generals fell into the hands of the Ephcaimit^s, who 
guarded the river-side in order to prevent tlieir escape. 

What consteniation and amazement did this little 

troop 
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troop of SOOf mmi occasion amongst tibeform^ble army 
of the Midianites ! The terror of the Lord seized <m 
their spiritSi so that in dietr confusion they slew eadr 
el^er. llie manner in which Gideon and bis army 
were fbmtshed for the batUe, was expressive <^ the in-^ 
significance of the Midianitish hosts, wben fighting: 
against the s^tioord (that is the^^oto^) ^Me Lord. 

We have here a fresh instance that interpretatioru he* 
Umg unto G0D9 for none but He, whose miraculous 
power was to effect it, could have enabled the Mi* 
dianite to foretel such an improbable event as the over* 
throw of the Midianites by the sword of Gideon. 

SECTION LIIL 

THE EPHRAIMITES MURMUR — ZEBAH AND 2AL- 
MUNNA DEFEATED. 

Front Judges^ Chap. viii. 

Akd the men of E[^raim said unto him. Why hast 
thou' served us thus, that thou calledst us not when 
thou wentest to fight with the Midianites ? and tliey 
did chide with him sharply. 

And he said unto them, What have I done now in 
comparison of you ? is not the gleaning of the grapes of 
Ephr^im better than the vintage of Abiezer? God ha A 
delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb^ 
and Zeeb : and what was I able to do in comparison of 
you ? then their anger was abated towards bun, when 
he said that. 

And Gideon came to Jordan, and passed over, he 
and the three hundred men that were with bun, faint, 
yet pursuing them. 

And he said unto the men of S\iccotb; Glv^; I pray 

you,. 
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jQou, lowm of bfoiicl.imto the people tbat (bllotr me:;, 
for they be faint : and I am pu^uing after Zebah and 
Zalmunna, kings of Midian* 

And the prlncea of Siicceth flaid» Are the hands of 
Zebah and Zaknunna now in thine hand» that we 
diould give bread unto thine army ? And Gideon said. 
Therefore when the Loa^n hath delivered Zebah and 
Zahnunna into mine handg^ then I will tear your flesh 
with the thorns of the wilderness^ and with briers. 

And he went up thence to Penuel> and spake unto 
them likewise ; and the men of Fepuel answered him 
as the men of Succoth had answered him. 

And he spake also unto them of Penuel, saying. 
When I come again in peace, I wiU break down this* 
tower. 

Now Zebah and Zahnunna were in Karkor, and 
their host with them, about fifteen thousand men, all 
that were left of all the host of the children of th& 
east : for there fell an hundred and twenty thousand 
men that drew sword. 

And Gideon went up by the way of them that dwelt» 
in tents, on the east of Nobah and Jogbehah^ and smote 
the best : for the host was secure. 

And when Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pursued- 
after them, and took the two kings of Midian, Zebah 
and Zalmunna, and discomfited all the host. And Gi- 
deon the son of Joash returned from battle before the 
sun was up, and caught a young man of the men of 
Succoth, and enquired of him : and he described unto 
him the princes of Succoth, and the elders thereof, 
even threescore and seventeen men. 

And he came unto the men of Succoth, and said. Be- 
hold, Zebah and Zalmunna, with whom ye did upbraid 
me, saying. Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunn^^ 
iH>w in thine band^ that w&^Aould give bread unto thy 
8 men 
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men that axe weary ? . And he took the eldersr of the 
city, and ^orns of the wilderness, and briery, and with 
them he taught the men of Succoth. 

And he beat down the tower of Penuel, and slew the 
men of the city. 

Then said he unto Zebah and Zahnunna, What man- 
ner of men were they whom ye slew at Tabor ? and 
Aey answered, As thoa art, so were they; each one 
resembled the children of a king. 

And he said, They were my brethren, even the sons 
of my mother: as tlie Lord liveth, if ye had saved 
tliem alive, I would not slay you. 

And he said unto Jether his first«born, Up, and slay 
ti)em. But the youth drew not his sword: for bo 
feared^ because he was yet a youth. 

Then Zebah and Zalmunna, said. Rise thou» and fall 
upon us : for as the man is, so is his strength* And,- 
Gideon arose, and slew Zebah and Zalmunna, and took 
away the ornaments that were on their camels necks* 

Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou 
ever us, both thou, and thy son, and thy son's son also ; 
for thou hast delivered us from the hand of Midian. 

And Gideon said unto tliem, I will not rule over you» 
neither shall my son rule over you : the Loan shall 
rule over you. 

And Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and dwelt in* 
his own house. 

And Gideon had threescore and ten sons of his body 
begotten : for he had many wives. 

And his concubine that xoas in Shechem, she also 
bare him a son, whose name he called Abimelech. 

And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age, 
and was buried in the sepulchre of Joash his father, in. 
Ophrah of the Abi-ezrit^. 

And it came to pass, as scpa as Gideon was dead». 
' - ^ \ that 
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Aat the children of Israel turned again, and went n 
whoring after Baalim, and made Baal-berith their ^od. 

And the children of Israel remembered not the Lord 
their Gon^ who had delivered them out of the hands of 
all their enemies on every side : 

Neither shewed they kindness to the house of Je- 
rtibbaal, namely Gideon, according to all the goodness 
which he had shewed unto Israel. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The men of the tribe of Ephraim were very jealous 
•f Gideon, thinking he wished to exalt the tribe of 
Manasseh, ta which he belonged, above them ; and as 
they were both descendants of the patriarch Joseph, 
they thought they ought to be Joint partakers of the 
honour of this memorable victory, not considering that 
it was Gideon's duty to act as God directed him. 

Gideon kindly forgave their unjust suspicions, and 
by magnifying their exploits and speaking humbly of 
his own, he subdued their anger, and prevented the 
evil effects of dissension amongst brethren. 

As Gideon and his little troop of warriors were faint 
and fatigued, they had a just claim upon all the Israel- 
ites who were ably to supply them with food, and it 
must have been very mortifying to them to meet with 
a, refusal from the men ofxSuccoth. Those who could 
be so cruel as to withhold relief on such an^ occasion, 
deserved chastisement, for they must have been totally 
devoid of humanity, and destitute of faith in God* 
Most likely, they were worshippers of Baal. 

It appears^by the questions which Gideon put to die 
|wo kings, that some of his brethren had been slain by 
them when they made their' inculrsions into the land of 
Israel ; he had a right to put them to. death, according 

tji 
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to the !aw$ then in force. Gideon's self-denial and 
humility towards the Ephraimites, shew his character in 
a most amiable light ; and the good effects they pro- 
duced afford an excellent lesson, teaching us, that the 
best way to overcome envy and evil-will, is to resolve 
to act with mildness and temper, forbearing to recrimi- 
nate and return those unjust reproaches that proceed 
from mistake and passion. 

Gideon was, however, desirous of having somethiDg 
that might remain as a memorial of ^his late extraordi- 
nary victory : he therefore made an ephod in imitation 
of part of the sacred vestment worn by the priests, and 
placed it somewhere in Ophrah; soon after this he 
quitted public employment, and retired to his country- 
house : in all probability, Gideon left this ephod be« 
hind him, not in the least supposing it could produce 
any bad consequence ; but some time afterwards,^ when 
the people were returning to idolatry, they began te 
imagine that God would answer them at Ophrah, 
where this ephod was, as well as at Shiloh, and so per- 
verted it to a bad purpose ; indeed he ought not td have 
made it. Gideon, in the latter part of his life, seems 
to have fallen into this mistake himself in some degree, 
which shews the ill effects of a bad education. He was 
the son of a priest of Baal ; and, though converted by a 
divine vision to the belief of the true Goi>, he might have 
neglected to inform himself of the ceremonial part of re- 
ligion, and he probably remained satisfied with the rec^ 
titude of his intentions : this was a great fault in him^ 
fbr he should have applied himself to the study of 
God's laws, in order to learn the whole of his duty? 
especially as the temporal happiness and prosperity of 
the people of Israel depended on a punctual observwic* 
of those ordinances which God had appointed. 

At the people proved so ungrateftil to God, no 

womdcr 
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wondef that they should fbr^t Gideon ; but they irert 
at last severeiy punished for their apostasy and tngra* 
iitude. 

SECTION LIV. 

THE DEATH OE ABIMELECH — THE GOVERNMENT Of 
TOLA AND JAIR, 

It was related in the foregoing section, that Gideon 
had sevieral wives, and a great number of chil4ren ; as 
this was the case, liis^ family could not be educated 
upon a very r^ular plan ; and we may suppose that 
there were among them, in a variety of instances^, envy, 
jealousy, and discontent, even during his life-tiu»; 
but the Israelites had learnt the custom of having a 
plurality of wives fbom their idolatrous neighbours, for 
k was quite contrary to the law of God (which from 
the beginning i^e^red that a man should have osly 
ooBie ^), and it was a great mecms of bringing down hia 
judgments upon them. 

Gideon had in all seventy sons ; one of them, named 
Abimelech, was of an ambitious aspiring temper, and 
his mother's family had great interest in Shechem ; he 
therefore, after his father's death,t endeavoured to get 
himself made king; his relations encouraged him: and 
that he might not want money to carry on his design, 
they furnished him with some out of the treasury of 
the idol Baal-berith, with which he hired a number 
of profligaten to attend him» With these sij^lies, he 
repaired to his father's house ; and having seized all hift 
hi^thrien, excepting Jotham the youngest, who nmde his 
escape, he slew them all upon one stone, and then re- 
turned to Shechem, where, instead of meeting with the 

* See Oeo. \u Matth. xix. 
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^<este«Ution his erime ddsenred, he was in a general a» 
«emb]y elected king. 

When young Jotham heard of this, he. ascended 
mount Gerizini, which overlooked Shechem, and call- 
ing oil the inhabitants of the city to attend to him, he 
proposed a fable to them *, by which he attempted to 
convince them of their folly in choosing a man for their 
king, who was no more able to protect them than a 
bramble is to cover with its branches other trees that 
should resort to it ; and also to recai to their mhids liis 
father's modesty and self-denial, in refusing to have 
the government which they had now conferred on one, 
as much inferior in virtue and honour to Gideon and 
bia deceased sons, as the bramble is to the olive-tree, 
the fig-tree, and the vine, 

Jotham then expostulated with them on the injury 
they had done his family, and upbraided them witb 
their ingratitude to his father's memory, appealing to 
their own consciences, whether they had done right pr 
not ; he then denounced a curse against them, to the 
following effeet, Letjire conie out of Ablmelech^ and 
devour the men of Shechem^ and the home ofMillo ; and 
ktjire Come out from the men of Shechem, andjrom the^ 
house jofMillOf and devour Abimelech, 

Having thus exprj^ssed his sentiments to the She* 
chemites, Jotliam made his escape to Beer, where be 
lived secure from Abimelech's rage ; and it was not 
long before his curses, which seem to have been pro- 
jfltetkal, began to operate ; iGor the people of Shecheni, 
growing jealous and distrustful of their new king,- 
were for killing him, which made him leave the place,, 
and escape for his life« As soon as he waa goi^, they 

• See Judges, w. 8, &c, 
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Bet np another vile wretch, named Gael, to be their 
governor. Abimelech soon after stormed the place 
where Gael was, and killed all the inhabitants that 
came in his way; and some of them having taken 
shelter in a fort belonging to the temple of their idol 
Baal'berithy he set fire to it, and destroyed them all 
together. 

Soon afler he attempted to b\im two other towns ; 
but while he was encouraging them to set the gate on 
fire, a woman threw down a piece of miiUstone upoii 
hid heady and fractured his skull. 

Though Abimelech was sensible that he had received 
a mortal blowy and must soon expire, he did not dis^ 
cover any remorse for his crimes^ Imt spent his last 
thoughts on a trifling cbncern for his fame; being 
shocked by nothing but the fear that it would he re- 
ported that he lostliis life by the hand of a woman ; 
this proceeded from a^Jalse notion of honour, founded on 
pride ; and many persons, even at this day, entertain 
sentiments of a similar nature ; but Christiakitt 
leaches better principles, and shews that nobleness t>f 
mind con^sts in isupporting disgrace with fortitude an^ 
resignation. 

The act of which Abimelech was guilty in slaying 
lus brethren, proves that he was of a most savage dis- 
pmataon. The tribes were quite passive on this occasion, 
from whence we may infer, that they had lost all 
sense of honour and liberty, justice and gratitude ; they 
had quite extinguished among them the spirit which 
led ihem to take such vengeance on the Benjamites, 
for the murder of one woman, or they certainly would 
bave united to put to death a person, who, without axiy 
provocation, was so unnatural as to massacre isixty-eigbt 
of his own brethren. 

Jt is thought the ShecheittUes assembled for the pur- 
pose 
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poie of electmg Abimelech at die rety place where the 
stone had been erected in memory of the covenant 
which the Israelites made with the Lord Wheti Joshua 
delivered his last exhortation to them. 

Abimelech^s ragn proved both thorny and short'^ivedp 
and he verified the prediction of Jotham ocmcerhing 
him ; for in the space of three years, he and She She* 
chemites were fire-brands to each other. 

The house of Millo, which joined with the Shechem^ 
itesy is supposed to have been all the kindred of Abi« 
melech's mother. 

Abimelech was succeeded in the government of Is- 
rael by Tola, who was a man oi a very prudent ttid 
peaceable disposition^ and very capd}le of reforming 
abuses, and appeasing tumults in the state ; it is related 
of him that he judged Israel 23 years^ and that he 
lived and died in peace, from whence we may infer 
that he was an enemy to idolatry. 

After the death of Tok^ Jair governed Israel. He 
i^pears to have been intent on aggrandisii^ his own 
family, who lived in the utmost magnificence ; for it is 
related, that he had thirty sons, who rode <hi thirty as8« 
colts, and that each son had a city. Though* asses 
are with us condemned to the most servile ^nploy- 
ments, and it is thought disgracefid for uaaj persoki 
above the lowest rank to mount them, they were at 
that time of great estimation, and bore on thdr bad» 
kings and nobles; for the Israelites had an express 
command not to multiply f horses to themekis, because 
they were under the immediate directioa of God ; atid 
He premised, that he toould be to tit€m instemd qfhorset 
and chariots; and it is evident^ firom the Jewsdvhbteiyf. 
that this Usvr was observed ; fi>r wb^n Joshua prevailed 

♦ Sherlock's Dissertations t Deut. xviL Id. 

I^gaiost 
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against the Canaamtes, aiid took from them Knany 
horses ^nd chariots, he was commanded to hough or 
hani'String the horses, arid hum the chariots loithjire ; and 
when Barak and Dehorah delivered Israel from Sisera, 
who had nine hundred chariots of iron, it is expressly 
said that Barak was sent on foot into the vallei/ ; for God 
had taklsn the defence of Israel upon himself, and 
n^enever the people took it out of his hands and placed 
it in their own, they were sure to be undone; for the 
Lord of Hosts wanted neither horse nor foot to fight 
His battles. 

During the government of Jair the people went 
greatly astray, worshipping all manner of idols that 
were amongst the neighbouring people ; by this means 
they not only provoked God, but exposed themselyeg 
to the derision and contempt of all the world, as it 
proved the fickleness of their tempers. 

SECTION LV. 

JEPHTHAH AFFOJNTi&D TO DELIVER ISRAEIir. 

From Judges, Chap, x, xi. 

And the children of Israel did evil again.iatbe sight 
of the Lord, and served Baalim, and Ashtaroth, and 
the gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the 
.gods of Moab, and the gods of the children of Amman, * 
and th^ gods of the Philistines, and forsook the Lord, 
and served not him. , 

And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel, 
and keloid thepi into the hands of Uie Philistines, and 
into the haods of the cluldren of Ammon. 

And that year they vexed and oppressed the cMdapCft. 
of Israel eighteen years, aH the children of Israel that 

were 
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'Were on the other side Jordan, in the land of the Am«« 
'rltesp wluch is in Gilead. 

Moreover, the. children of Ammon passed over Jor- 
dan to fight also against Judah, and against Benjamio, 
and against the house of Ephraim; so that Isi^el was 
sore distressed. 

And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, say- 
ing, we have sinned against thee, both because we have 
forsaken our Goo, and also served Baalim. 

And the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Did 
not I deliver you from the Egyptians, and from tbe 
▲morites, from the children of Ammon, and from the 
Philistines ? 

The Zidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the 
Maonites did oppress you, and ye cried to me, and I 
delivered you out of their hand. 

Yet ye have forsaken me and served other gods: 
wherefore I will deliver you no more. Go, and cry 
unto the gods which ye have chosen : let them deliver 
you in the time of your tribulation. 

And the children of Israel said unto the Lord, We 
have sinned : do thou unto us whatsoever seemeth good 
unto thee ; deliver us only, we pray thee, this day; 

And they put away the strange gods from among 
them, and served the Lord : and his soul was grieved 
for the misery of Israel. 

Then the children of Ammon were gathered toge- 
ther, and encamped in Gilead. And the children of 
Israel assembled themselves together, and encamped m 
Mizpeh. 

And the people and princes of Gilead said one to an* 
other, What man is he that will begin to fight agaioit 
the^^ildren of Ammon? he shall be head over ^1 tlif 
inbabiUttts of Gilead. 

Not 
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NoHT Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of 
valour, and lie was the son of Gilead. And Gilead'« 
wife bare him sons : and his wife's sons grew up, and 
they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto hira, Thou shalt 
not inherit in our father's house ; for thou art the son ^ 
of a strange woman. 

Then Jephthah fled from hi^; brethren, and dwelt m 
the land of Tob : and there were gathered vain men to 
Jephthah, aad went out with him. 

And it came to pass, in process of time, that the chil- 
dren of Ammon made war against Israel. And it was 
80, that when the children of Ammon made war against 
Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch Jephthah out 
ofthelandofTob. 

And they said unto Jephthah, Come, and be our 
captain, that we may fight with the children of Am- 
mon. 

And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did 
&ot ye hate rae, apd expel me out of my father's house ? 
and why are ye come unto me now when ye are in dis- 
tress ? 

And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, There- 
fore we turn again to thee now, that thou mayest go 
with us and fight against the children of Ammon, and 
be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 

And Jqphthah said unto the elders of Gilead, If ye 
brmg me home again to fight against the children of 
Ammon, and the Lord deliver them before me, shall 
I be your head ? . 

And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, Tho 
LoAP be witness between us, if we do not so according 
to thy words. 

TTien Jephthah went with the elders of GileaAj f^nd ^ 
the people made him head and captain over them: and 

voi;. II. M Jephtliah 
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Jephthah uttared all his words before the Lordia 
Mizpeh. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We find from this section, that the eorruptions, 
which began to take place in the time of Jair, grew to 
so enormous a height, as to bring down the anger of 
God, who suffered the Israelites to be greatly oppressed. 
They seem to have been uncommonly humbled by 
this affliction, and to have repented with that contri- 
tion and sincerity, which are pleasing to God ; who 
is said to have felt such compSission for them, that His 
soul was grieved for the misery of Israel* From what 
has been observed before, concerning God's repenting^ 
&c. we may understand, that the Almighty shewed 
fiuch kindness towards the Israelites, as effectually com- 
forted, relieved, and encouraged them ; in the same 
manner as the sympathizing tenderness of a benevolent 
and powerful friend softens calamity, and restores peace 
and happiness to the afflicted heart. We must not 
suppose that God really felt grief, for this can never 
happen. 

Prudence required that Jephthah should make con- 
ditions for his own security, as he had received ill usage 
sufRcient to justify his suspicions, that the Gileadites 
would be regardless of his interest, when their own 
turn was served. The Gileadites certainly had no right 
to expect services from him, and it was a reasbnable 
demand of Jephthah's, that the government, with 
which he was to be invested for their benefit, should be 
continued during his life. The people at this thne seem 
to have entertained the highest opinion of his merit, 
they therefore agreed to his terms^ and ratified the bar- 
gain with an oath. Jephthah likewise uttered hk wordi 
before the Loaf>> by which unmeant, that he called God 

to 
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to witness bis int^tion to do. nil in his power for their 
irelief; trusting in the aid and protection of the Lejid 
of Hosts, the miglity God of Israel. 

What various reverses of fortune did Jepbthah ex- 
perience ! During his earliest years, we may suppose, 
he enjoyed peace and plenty, ibr it seems that he was 
treated like the rest of his brethren, and his father in* 
tended he should be an inheritor with them. It was a 
severe and cruel stroke to be condemned, for the faults 
pf his mother, to quit a life of affluence for a 3tate of 
exile ; and to be reduced to the necessity of gaining a 
precarious livdihood amongst a set of outcasts, who 
niost likely supported themselves by hunting and tak- 
ing wild beasts, or making incursions on those parts of 
Canaan ^which were not yet ponquered. In a short 
time, behold, the very man, so lately abandoned by his 
own relations, solicited to become the judge and com- 
mander of those very people, who had treated him with 
to much scorn and contempt ! This incident affords an 
useful lesson, to all who find themselves inclined to be- 
have towards any of their fellow-creatures with arro- 
gance and injustice. 

SECTION LVI. 

jsphthah's rash yow« 

From Judges^ Chap, xi. 

. A ND Jepbthah sent messengers unto the kini; of tho 
children of Ammon, saying, What hast thou to do with 
me, that thou art come against me to fight m my land i 
And the king of the children of Ammon answered 
^to the messengers of Jephthali, Because Israel took 
away my land when they came up out of Egypt, from 
Arnon even unto Jabbok, and unto Jordan. Now 
^ therefore restore those lands again peaceably. 

m2 / 
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AbcI Jephthah sent messengers again unto the king 
oT the children of Ammon ; and ^d unto him, Thvra^ 
saith Jephthah, Isfad took not away the lamd of Moab, 
»or» the land of the children of Ammon. 
' Wherefore I have not sinned against thee, but thou' 
dost me wrong to war agamst me ; the Lord the Judge 
be judge this day between the children of Israel and 
^ the children of Ammon. 

Howbeit, the king of the children «f Ammon heark- 
ened not unto the words of Jephthah^ which he sent 
him. . 

Thdn the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, 
and he passed over Gilead, and Manasseh^ and passed 
over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh of Giiead he= 
passed over unto the children of Ammon. 
* And Jephthah vowed a vow Unto the Lord, and 
said. If thou shalt without fail deliver the children of 
Ammon into mine hands, then shall it be, that what-^ 
soever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet* 
me, when I return in peace from the children of Am- 
niori> shall surely be the Lord's, and I will offer it up 
for a burnt-offering. 

So Je^phthah passed over unto the children of Am- 
mon to iight against them ; and the Lord delivered 
them into his hand. And he smote them from Aroer 
even till thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and 
unto the plain of the vineyards, with a very great 
tflaughter. Thus the children of Ammon were subdued 
before the children of Israel. 

And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and 
behold, his daughter came out to meet him with tim- 
brels and with dances; and she was his only child; 
beside her he had neither son nor daughter. 
' And It came to pass when he saw her, that he rent 
lus clothes^ and said, Alas! my daughter; thou hast 

brought 
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brought me very loiv, and thou art one of them tli^t 
trouble me ; for 1 have opened my mouth unto tlie 
Loud, and I cannot go back. 

And she said unto him, My father, if thou hast 
Opened thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me according 
to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth ; foras- 
much as the Lord hath taken vengeance for thee of 
tliine enemies, even of the children of Ammon. 

And she said linto her father, Let this thing be done 
for me ; Let me alone two months, that I may go up 
and down upon the mountains, and bewail my virgi* 
nity, I and my fellows. 

And he said. Go ; and he isent her away for two 
months, and she went with her companions, and be« 
wailed her virginity upon the mountains. 

And it came to pasfs at the end of two months, that 
she returned unto her father, who.^id with her accord* 
ing to his vow which he had vowed. And it was a 
custom in Israel, that the daughters of Israel went 
yearly to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gilead- 
ite four days in a year. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

As Jephthah was a chosen servant of the Lord, as well 
as the approved judge of Israel^ it pleased the Lord to 
send His Spirit upon him ; by which is to be under- 
stood, that God endued him with every requisite qua« 
lificatioR for the important and honourable employ- 
ix(QXit ; and by this means, Jephthah gained a glorious 
victory ; but his triumph, we find, was clouded by a 
melancholy event, occasioned by his making an incon- 
siderate vow. It is a very affecting story, and cannot 
be read without painful emotions. 

How must it rend the heart of a fond parent, to think 
m3 of 
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of taking away the life of his only child, who appears 
to hare entertained the utmost reverence and affection 
for him ; who, thoughtless of danger, came forth to 
meet her honoured parent, with every demonstration of ' 
joy and thankfulness to heaven for his success and pre- 
servation ; expecting to be pressed to his fond bosom^ 
and hoping to reward his toils with assiduous duty ! 

What must be the agitation of her mind, when she be- 
held him turning from her in an agony of distress, and 
heard him declare her unhappy fate, to which his own 
rashness had exposed her: for he had opened his mouth 
to the Lord, and coidd not go back ! 

Jephthah's daughter certainly was possessed of un- 
common fortitude of mind ; for she submitted to this 
sudden and heavy calamity with the utmost calmness 
and resignation ; willing to suffer any misfortune, ra- 
ther than her father should be guilty of impiety to 
God ; she only requested to be indulged with a short 
respite in order perfectly to reconcile herself to the 
disappointment of dying without leaving a family, 
which was reckoned by the Jewish women the greatest 
disgrace that could befal them; because every one 
Hoped that she might be the mother of some great de- 
liverer at leasty if not of the promised Saviour. 

When the dreadful news was known to the young 
companions of this amiable young lady, pierced with 
severe grief, they doubtless threw aside the instruments 
of mirth, with which they came to welcome the con- 
queror, and changed their songs of triumph for tears and 
lamentations : willing to enjoy her conversation to the 
last, they accompanied her to a place of retirement! 
where she might effectually wean her thoughts from 
this world, and prepare for eternity. 

Human sacrifices were strictly forbidden, particular- 
ly those of a person's own children : not only because 

such 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 247 ) 

such cruelty is displeasing to a God of infinite mercjv 
but likewise on account of its resembling the horrid 
practice of the idolatrous nations. There was little 
chance that an ox, a lamb, &c. should be the first to 
meet their master ; therefore it appears probable, that 
Jephtliah had learnt during his exile, or before the last 
repentance of Israel, the sacrifices in use by the hea- 
thens, and really intended to offer a human victim : and 
that God taught him to understand the enormity of 
this horrid crime, by suffering him to be involved in 
such extreme distress; for he was under the necessity, 
either of taking away the life of his only child, or in- 
flicting a disgraceful punishment on her worse than 
death ; or else of exposing himself to the curse of God 
for breaking a vow, made with the utmost solemnity. ' 

This part of the history of Jephthah teaches us, that 
we ought to weigh well the lawfulness of any action, 
before we engage ourselves solemnly to the perform- 
ance of it : had Jephthah done so, he would have re- 
collected, that as there were certain species of animals, 
appointed by the Lord for sacrifices, any other kind of 
creature would have defiled the altar, because God had 
expressly named those He would accept. 

Whatever was the fate of Jephthah *s daughter, whe- 
ther she resigned her pious soul as a voluntary sacrifice 
in acknowledgment of God's mercy in preserving her 
father, and dehvering her country; or whether (as 
is the general opinion) she relinquished the hopes of 
having an honourable offspring, and passed the remain- 
der of her days in solitary sadness, she certainly has 
left us an example of filial piety of the most exalted 
kind, aad every dutiful child will read and admire it ; 
whilst those who are unmindful of their parents' hap- 
piness, and untliankful for the blessings which paternal 
love dispenses, ought to blush with shame and con- 
M 4 fusion, 
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fusion, when conscience obliges them to draw a com- 
parison between themselves and Jephthah's amiable 
daughter. 



SECTION. LVII. 

jephthah's resentment against the ephraxm- 
ites — his death. 

From Judges^ Chap. xii. 

And the men of Ephraim gathered themselves toge* 
ther, and went northward, and said unto Jepbthahi 
Wherefore passedst thou over to fight against the chil* 
dren of Ammon, and didst not call us to go witli thee? 
we will burn thine house upon thee with fire. 

And Jephthah said unto them, I and my people wert 
at great strife with the children of Ammon ; and when 
I called you, ye delivered me not out of their hands. 

And when I saw that ye delivered me not, I put my 
life in my hands, and passed over against the children 
of Ammon, and the Lord delivered them into my 
hand: wherefore then are ye come up unto me this 
day, to fight against me ? 

Then Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gi- 
lead, and fought with Ephraim and the men of Gilead 
smote Ephraim, because they said, Ye Gileadites are 
fugitives of Ephraim, among the Ephraimites, and 
among the Manassites. 

And the Gileadites took the passages of Jordan be- 
fore the Ephraimites : and it was so, that when those 
Ephraimites which were escaped, said. Let me go 
over ; that the men of Gilead said unto him. Art thoa 
an Ephraimite I If he said, nay : then said they unto 
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d by Google 



( 249 - ) 

him, Say now Shibboleth : and he said Sibboleth ; for 
ke could not frame to pronounce it right. 

Then they took him, and slew him at the passages of 
Jordan : and there fell at that time of the £phraimite8 
forty and two thousand. 

And Jephthah judged Israel six 3'ears : then died 
Jephthah, the Gileadite, and was buried in one of the 
eities of Gilead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLE;CTI0NS. 

Jephthah . belonged to the tribe of Manasseh^ with 
whom Ephraira claimed kindred; it was on this ac- 
count that the Ephraimites were enraged with jealousy ; 
for though they had not shared the danger, they were 
desirous of partaking the honour of the victory, and of 
dividing the spoils. As the Ephraimites began the 
quarrel, they had none to blame for the consequences 
of it but themselves ; their displeasure against Jephthah 
was extremely unreasonable, it proceeded from pride 
and envy ; besides, there was impiety mixt with their 
crime ; for Jephthah assured them, that it was the Lord 
who had given the victory, they should therefore have 
been thankful for the general deliverance of Israel, and 
ready to pay respect to that commander whom the 
Lord so highly honoured. 

It must doubtless be very mortifying to Jephthah to 
be insulted in such opprobrious terms, by « those from 
whom as a kindced tribe he might naturally expect pe- . 
culiar congratulations. 

Jephthah certainly carried his resentment to a great 
extreme ; but though it is said that the Spirit of the 
Lord came on him^ that is, strengthened him for the 
employment he was appointed to, we are not to suppose 
that he was a perfect character, or in all respects in- 
M 5 jQuenced 
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fluenced by God ; on the contrary, we lately read of a 
shocking instance of his precipitation. The quality for 
which he was eminently distinguished was valour. He 
appears to have had strong, but mistaken notions of 
piety; and as he was unacquainted with the Zatv of 
God in one particular, it is likely he was deficient io 
all ; if therefore he was led by the corrupt notions he 
had taken up fropi the heathens, to the intention of of- 
fering a human sacrifice to the God of Israel^ he might 
from the same ignorance or false principles, pursue the 
Ephraimites with too great inveteracy, ■ therefore his 
example is unfit for the imitation of Christians. Had 
Jephthah lived when the law of Moses was the rule of 
life, we may reasonably suppose he would have been a 
faithful observer of it. He gives a striking instance of 
the degeneracy of Israel in his time. . , 

It is most likely, that though badly educated, Jeph- 
thah was well inclined ; and that God, who knoweth 
the secret dispositions of every heart, selected him as 
the. most proper person to have the supreme authority, 
and as we read of no more blameable actions, in all pro- 
bability he spent the remainder of his life in reforming 
his own heart, and restoring the true worship of God. 

Only six years Jephthah judged Israel; perhaps grief 
for the loss of his daughter, which must have been 
severely fejt when the return of peace gave leisure for 
the indulgence of domestic pleasures^ shortened bis 
days. 

The meaning of the word shibboleth is rivet xyrMream* 
Though all' Israel spoke Hebrem^ each tribe might have 
a particular dialect, as the different counties have 
amongst us, so that persons who^ lived at a distance 
were oflen in a great measure unintelligible to each 
•ther, as is frequently the case in England. 

Lett us remeuftber that the crimes for whicb^^uch se- 
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vere punishment was su^ered to fall on the Ephrain^. 
ites, were, impiety^ cnvify pride, arrogance, and a spirit 
of ingratitude. 

Jeplithah was succeeded by Ibzan of Bethlehem : he 
had a very numerous issue, thirty sons and thirty daugh- 
ters^ whom he lived to see married, and settled in dif- 
ferent places: l^e judged Israel seven years. After 
Ibzan, £lon a Zebulonite was judge for ten years, when 
he diedy and Abdon governed Israel, who was famous 
for the number of his offspring, which were forty sohs 
and thirty grandsons. There is reason to suppose that 
Abdon had contests with the Philistines ; but we ^o> 
not find that there was any war or intfernal commotions^ 
during the lives of these three last judges : tlie swords^ 
of Gideon and Jephthah had probably intimidated their 
enemies, and the Israelites did not provoke tlie LoaD» 
by idolatrous practices. 



SECTION LVIII. 

!BHE ANGEL. OF THE LORD APPEARETH TO M:AN0;AIS 
AND HfS WIFE— THE BIRTH OF SAMSON FORETOLD*. 

jFiow Judges, Chap. xiii.. 

And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight 
of the Lord, and the Loud delivered them into the- 
hand of the Philistines forty years. 

And there was a certain man of ?brah, of the family 
of the Danites, whose name was Manoah,, and his wife- 
liad no children. 

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto the wov 
man, and said unto her, Beware, I pray thee, drink not 
wine nor strong drink, and eat not. any unclean thing. 

£or lo>,^tl^u«halt bear a spn,.andQ0 razor shall come 



d by Google 



( 252 ) . 

on his hefld: for tho child shall be a Nozarite to Go» 
from his birth : and he shall begin to deliver Israel from 
the Philistines. 

Then the woman came and told ber husband, sayings 
A man of Gon came unto me, and his countenance 
was like the countenance of an 'angel of Gob, very 
terrible : but I asked him not whence he was, neither 
told he me his name. 

Then Manoah intreated the Lord, and said, O my 
Lord, let the man of God which thou didst send, 
come again unttf us, and teach us what we shall 'do 
unto the child that shall be bom. 

And Gob hearkened unto the voice of Manoah ; and 
the angel of God came again unto the woman as she 
S9X in the field: but Manoah her husband was not with 
hef. ; 

And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed 
her husband, and said unto him. Behold, the man hath 
appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day. 

And Manoah arose^ and went after his wife, and 
came to the man, and said unto him. Art thou the 
man tbat spakest unto the wcmian? And he said^ L 
am. 

And Manoah said. Now let thy words come to pass : 
How shall we order th^ child, and how shall we do 
unto him ? 

And the angel of tl\e Lord said unto Manoah, Of 
all that I said unto the woman, let her beware. — All 
that I commanded her let her observe. 

And Manoah said unto the angel of the Loan, I 
pray thee, let us detain thee, until we sbaU have made 
>eady a kid for thee. 

And the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, 
Though thou dc^tatn me, I will not eat of thy bread«: 
and if tiiou wilt offer a bnmt-o&riDg, thou jnust ofler 
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ittintd the Lord : for Manoth Icnew not that he W9m 
an angel of the Lord. 

And Manoah said unto the angel of the Loud> What 
is thy name, that whto thy sayings come to pass, we 
may do thee honour ? * 

And the ange) of the Lord said unto him, Whf 
askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret f 

So Manoah took a kid, with a meat-offering, and of- 
fered it upon a rock unto the Lord : and the angel did 
wondrousiy, and Manoah and his wife looked en. 

For it came to pass, when the flame irent up toward 
heaven from ofiPthe altar, tliat the angel of the Lord 
ascended in the flame of the altar: and Manoah and 
his wife lool^d on it, and fell on their faces to the 
ground. - 

» (But the angel of the Lord did no more appear te 
Manoah and to his wife.) Then Manoah knew that 
he was an angel of the Lord. 

And Manoah said unto his wife. We shall surely die, 
because we have seen God. But his wile said unto 
him, If the Lord were pleased to kill us, he would not 
have received a bumt-offisring and a oieat»ofikring at 
our hands, neither would he have shewed us all these 
things, nor would, as at this time, have told us such 
things as these* 

And the woman bare a son, and called his name 
Samson : and the child grew, and the Lord blessed 
him* 

And the Spirit of the Lord began to move him at 
times in the camp of Dan, between Zorah and EshtaoL 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

. The Philistines were descended partly from Casluhim, 

and partly. from Caphtorim, two sons of Misraim the 
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mn of Ham. They came originally &om Egypt and 
removed to the southward of the land. of Canaan. In 
process of time, they made inroads upon Canaan, and 
ia Abraham's days they had got possession of some parts 
which lay along the Mediterranean sea : this tract of 
ground was divided into five principalities or little 
kingdoms, called Gaza, Ashkeloni Ashdod,, Gath, and 
Akron. 

The Philistines were a veiy wariike people, and ia 
the days of Abraham and Isaac they were a hospitable 
nation ; and being originally descended from a son of 
Koah, they must at first have known the true God; 
but they became like other ido^itrous nations, and then 
the ir arrogance and ambition were great, and their en- 
mity to Israel irreconcileable. The Israelites had re- 
Aeivdd a command to destroy the I hilistines ; but on. 
their breaking the covenant, God's anger was kindled, 
and He resolved that the Philistines and others should 
be left tO: prove His people ; and they were at timet 
extremely oppressive and vexatiousi as we shall find in. 
the course of the history. 

We may si^ppose that the lisraelites now began to 
repent as formerly, when afflictions made them consider 
the cause of their calamity, therefore it pleased Gon ta 
raise up a person to begin their deliverance. 

It was the will of God that Samson should be a Na» 
xarite from his birth. A Nazarite was one who, under 
the Jiewish law, made a vow of particular purity, and 
separated himself in an extraprdinary manner for the 
service of Gojd • During this time the person abstained 
from wine and all strong liquors, did not cut his hair, 
aor come near a dead body : after the time of his sepa« 
ration was ended, he offered such sacrifices as the law 
required, and returned to society. 

It is likely that the Loftj> testified bis acceptance of 

Manoah's 
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Manoah'g sacrifice^ by sending fire to consume it* Mk^ 
noah felt immediate conviction that 60 d had revealei 
Himself as he had done to other chosen pa*iion8; ami, 
he was seized with the utmost apprehension that ht 
should not long survive it Manoah's wife had much 
more composure of mind, and she expressed it wkk 
the utmost propriety. 

We may reasonably suppose, that as Manoah and hk 
wife had entered bto a covenant with the Lord, in 
Samson's name, they acquainted him, as soon as he w^ 
capable of understanding them, with the conditions on 
which the Lord had promised to give him extraordiw 
nary endowments^— That he^as to regard himself as 
a person chosen to God to begin to deliver Israel — Ihat 
the spirit or paxver of the Lord would always a^m^ 
him in the work, provided he observed the rules which 
were required of him, that he might be di^inguished 
for the sanctity of his life, and so contributed by hfe 
example to the reformation of that people he was bortk 
to deliver. * 

SECTION LIX. 

I^AMSON'S MARBIAaE — HE KILLETH SOME OF THB 
PHILISTINES, 

Ftom Judge&f Chap, xiv, 

Ain> Samson went down to Timnatb, and sawit 
woman at Timnath of the daughters of the Philip* 
tines. 

And he came up and told his ftither and his mother^ 
and said, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the 
daughters of the Philistines 2 now therefore get h«r 
for me to wife. 

Then his father and his mother said unto him, ii 
there pever a woman amotog tibe daughters of thy bre- 

thren» 
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tfifeu, or ttOQiong all thy people, that thou goest to take 
« wife of the unoircunicised Phifistines ? And Samson 
said unto hiB &ther» Get her for me ;, /or she pleaseth 
me well. 

' But his fether and his mother knew not that it was 
e£ the Loan, that he sought an occasion against the 
Philistines : for at that time the Philistines had dominion 
^ver Israel. 

Then went Samson down^ and his father and his 
mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of 
Timnath : and behold, a young lion roared against 
Jikn* 

And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
htm, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and 
he had nothing in his hand; but he told not his father 
ir his mother what he had done. 

And he went down, and talked with the woman ; 
aad she pleased Samson well : And after a time, he re- 
turned to take her, and he turned aside to see the car- 
case of the lion : and behold there was a swarm of bees, 
and honey in the carcase of the lion. 

And he took thereof in^his hands, and went on eatingy 
and came to his father and mothe/'y-and he gave them, 
imd they did eat : but he told them not that he had 
taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion. / 

So his father went down, unto the woman, and Sam« 
MP made there a feast; for so used the young men to 
do. And it came to pass when ttiey saw him, that they 
brought thirty companions to be with him. 

And Samson said uiito them, I will now put forth a 
riddle unto you : If ye can certainly declare it mt 
within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then 
I will give you thirty sheets, and thirty changed of 
garments; , ^ 

But if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give roc 

< ^ * thirty 
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thirty sheets, and thirty changes •f garments. And 
they said unto him. Put forth thy riddle, that we may 
hear it. 

And he said unto them, Out of the eater came fortk 
meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness. And 
they could not in three days expound the riddle. 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that Hiey 
said unto Samson's wife, Entice thy husband that he 
may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and 
thy father's house with fire : have ye called us to take 
that we have ? is it not so ? 

And Samson's wife wept before him and said, Thott 
dost but hate me, and, Invest me not: thou hast put 
forth a riddle unto the children of mj people, a&d hast 
not told it me. 

And he said unto her, Behold, I have not told it my 
father nor my mother, and shall I tell thee^ And Jihe 
wept before him the seven days, while their feast 
lasted : and it came, to pass on the seventh day that he 
told her, because she urged him : and she told the rid- 
dle to the children of her people. 

And the men of the city said unto him that on the se- 
venth day before the sun went down. What is aweetec 
than honey? and what is stronger than a lion ? and he 
said unto them. If ye had not plowed with my heifer^ 
ye had not found out my riddle. 

And the spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he- 
went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of them, 
and took their spoil, and gave change of garments unto 
them which expounded the riddle. And his anger was 
kindled, and he went up to his father's house. 

But Samson's wife was given to his companion, whom 
be had used as his friend. 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It most likely, that when Samson went to Timnatb^, 
the Lord inspired him with a desire of seeking occasion 
to try his strength on the Hiiltsttnes : but he suffered 
himself to be diverted from his purpose. 

If the Philistines considered him as their professed 
antagonist, their triumph must have been great on his 
wishing to form ah alliance with them ; but Samson's 
indiscretien could not counteract the will of the Lord, 
who orddned that this very marriage should be a means 
of puni^ment to the Philistines : Samson was therefore 
permitted to pursue his design, and his father and mo* 
ther, indulgent to a faulty degree, gave way to his ear* 
nest solicitations. 

Samson's flaying a lion without the assistance of any 
weapon, was an earnest to him of the conquests he 
might expect to gain over the Philistines, by the assist- 
ance of the same Divine P&voer; and his finding honey 
in the carcase afterwards, might b« intended as an as* 
surance that his courage should not go unrewarded. 

It was customary in those days, at festive entertain*" 
ments, for the company to amuse themselves with pro- 
posing and explaining difficult questions s Sarosoii, in 
compliance with this custom, gave his guests a riddle, 
promising gifts to those who could solve it : indeed it 
was so strange a one, that neither learning nor inge- 
nuity could have discovered the meaning of it : but it 
answered the purpose of proving whether the attend- 
ants on the marriage were friends or enemies. Sam- 
aon^s wife proceeded with great artifice ; but the event 
discovered her treachery, and he resolved to be re- 
venged : his wrath proved instrumental to the design 

of 
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of God respecting the -destruction of the PhObtineiTf 
and supernatural strength was granted to him. 

Whether Samson's wife was influenced by fear, or 
led by inclination, it is difficult to determine ; but #<? 
may suppose, that she could promise herself no greait 
felicity with him, after his discovery of her treachery ; 
and it is likely her relations were averse tD her ]ivin|; 
with him. Her conduct is not to be justified ; but we 
should consider that she belonged to one of those na- 
tions in which all kinds of wickedness were practised^ 
whose inhabitants'educated thmr children discording td 
their own bad principles. 

Samson evidently did not act from a pious, but a selfish 
motive; but the S^jpreme Being can order the unruljr 
passions of men to be subservient to his purposes ; and 
often does so, particularly in the punishment of thb 
wicked ; for one sinner, or nation of sinners, is fte* 
quently made a scourge to another, as in this instance* 



SECTION LX. 

SAMSON'S RBTINGE AGAINST THE PHILISTINES-r^HE 
BURNS THEIR CORN — SLAYS A THOUSAND WIIIJ 
THB JAW-BONE 6F AN ASS — SUFFERS EXTREMR 
THIRST. 

From Judges, Chap. xv. 

But it came to pass within a while after, in the 
time of wheat-harvest, that Samson visited his wlffe 
with a kid ; and he said, I will go to my wife into the 
chamber. But her father would not suffer him to go in. 

And her father said, I verily thought that thou hadst 
utterly hated her : therefore I gave her to thy com- 

panioa; 
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faaipli: is not her youDger sister fairer tbanshe^ take 
her, I pray thee, instead of her. - 

And Samson said coQcernlog them. Now shall I be 
more blamdess than the Philistines, though I do^ them 
a displeasure* 

And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, 
and took fire-brands, aod turned tail to tail^ and put a 
fire-brand in the midst between two tails. 

And when he had set (he brands on fire, he let thera 
go into the standing corn of the Philistiaes, and burnt 
up both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with 
the vineyards and olives. ' 

Then the Philistines said. Who hath done this I and 
they answered, Samson, the son-in-law of the TimnitQ, 
because he hath taken his wife, and given her to hia 
companion. And the Philistines came i:^ aad burned 
her and her father with fire. 

And Samson said unto them. Though ye have done 
thrs, yet will I be avenged of you, and after that I will 
cease. 

And he smote them hip and Uiigb with a great 
•laughter. And he went down and dwelt in the top 
of the rockEtam. 

Then^ the Philistines went lip and pitched in Jada]^ 
and spread themselves in Lehi. 

And the men of Judah said. Why are ye come iq» 
against us ? and they answered. To bind Samson are 
we come up, to do to him as he hath done to us^ 

Then three thousand men of Judah went to the top 
,of the rock Etam, and said to Samson, Knowest thou 
not that the Philistines are rulers over us ? what is this 
that thou hast done unto us ? And he said unto them, 
As they did unto me, so have I done unto them. 

And they said unto him, We are come down to bind 

th«c^ 
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thee/thiit W6 msy deliver thee into the hand tf the 
i^iiisimes. And Samson said unto them, Swear untO' 
me thai ye will not faU upon me yourselves. 

And they spake unto him, saying, No: but we will 
bind thee fast, and deliver 4hee into their hand : but 
slireiy we will met kill thee. And they bound him with 
two new cordS) and brought him up from the rock. 

And when he canietinto Lehi, the PhirMftines shouted 
against him : and the Spirit of the Lo rd came mightily 
upon hhn^ and the cords that were vpon his arms be«- 
came as fiax that is burnt with fire, and his bands loosed 
from ^(F his hands. 

And he found a new jaw-bone of an ass, and put' 
forth his hand and took it, and slew a thousand men 
therewith. 

And SaratoB«aid, With the jaw-bone of an ass, heaps . 
upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thou** 
sand men. 

And it came to pass when he had made an end of 
speaking, that he cast away the jaw-bone out of his 
hand, and called that place Ramath-lehi. 

And he was sore athirst, and called on the Lord, 
and said. Thou hast given this great deliverance into 
the hand of thy servant, and now shall I die for thirst, 
and fall into the hand of the oncircumcised ? 

But God cla/e an hollow place that was in the jaw, 
and there came water thereout : and when he had 
drunk, his spirit ChVQe again, and he revived. Where- 
fore, he called the name thereof £n-hakkore, which is 
in Ldii unto this day, 

ANNOTATIONS AKD REFLECTIONS. 

It is most likely that Samson did not know that his 

wife was given to anotheri and that his affection for 

> her, 
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ker, which appears to have been great, agamtoolc ipk^e 
when hi« rage aubsided; the present^of a kidwaapjco- 
bably a token of recondliati^Ei aceording to apme pre* 
Tailing custom* 

. Th^ method of revenge which Samaon made use of, 
«8 expressed in our Bibles, is very difficult to account 
for, though some of the learned have endeavoured to 
reconcile it by various arguments. An author * well 
drilled in the Hebrew language says, that the w(urd 
translated ^/azf< may be rendered ix^at-Aeaves: and 
then we easily suppose, that if Samson and his attend- 
ants set a number of these on fire, the flames might 
communicate ifrom place to place, and cause a genersl 
conflagration. There was however great barbarity in 
the action, which nothing could justify but ja general 
commission from God Himself, to use every means of 
annoying the Piiilistines ; particularly by , destroying 
their corn, wine, and oil, as they were unthankful to 
the LoHD for those blessings, and even devoted part of 
them to the honour of idols in their abominable rites. 

The treachery of Samson's wife was soon punished, 
for the Phiiistinesi regarding her as the occasion of 
Samson's enmity to them, burnt her and her father to 
death : so that she met with the very fate, to avoid 
which she had betrayed her husband. 

Samson seems.to have understood that the Philistines 
meant to soften his resentment by this act; bi|t he as* 
sumed the character which properly belonged to him 
of the instrument of .Diving, vengeance .against them, 
and made a desperate attack on them. 

One would suppose, that with sueh a valiant cooi* 
mander as Samson, the men of Judah would have 
gladly embraced the opportunity which offered to shake 



^ Dr. ab«^*ft iittro4t«oiioato VMivnisl UmSm^. 
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eff tlie PUlistme yoke ; but they had ddbtsed At^-^ 
ieives to such a degree with their idc^troiK practicet, 
that they appear to have no courage lefl^ and were 
dispirited and sunk to the most abject* meanness ; re- . 
eonciled servitude, contented to pay tribute to the Phi- 
Ustinesy and ready to submit to any indignity, rather 
than make an efibrt to recover their liberty. Blind to 
their own interest, the Israelites gave up their cham« 
pion into the hands of the PhiHstines, who, witheut 
doubt received this mighty captive with transports of 
joy; exulting in their own safety, and the hopes of re« 
venge for the injuries they had sustained from his hand* 
Their security however was of short duration, and Ae 
Philistines once more beheld their formidable enemjr 
at liberty, fir^d with rage at the indignities o£^red to 
himself, and urged by the Divine impulse to destroy 
tfie worshippers of Dagon, that mock deity which they 
bad exalted in their impious abominations above the 
only true and living Goiu Samson had neither sword 
to attack them, nor a shield to defend himself, but 
stood alone, opposed to thousands; yet, mth thejatO" 
bone of an ass he slew a thousand men. This may be 
thought very improbable ; but we must consider, that 
though Samson in many instances was extremely faulty, 
he did not forsake the worsliip of God, and join with 
idolaters ;: but observed the Divine command in respect 
to abstaining from wine, and in suffering his hair to 
grow^ he was therefore* by these marks, distinguished 
as the servant of God in respect to the destruction of 
the Philistines ; and he had reason, to expect the aid 
of the LoK D, whenever he attacked them; so that we 
need no longer wonder, that his enemies, however 

':* numerous, lay dead at his feet. 

Samson seems to have been greatly elevated with 
this victory, for he boasted of his mighty deeds, forget- 

I ful 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( S64 ) 

fill of the aid of the Lord, to which he ought to have 
imputed them ; but he was soon reminded of his own 
natural infirmity, &r he euffiiired the most extreme 
thirsty which humbled his spirit, so that he thankfiiilj 
acknowledged the goodness of God, and intreated the 
Lord to compassionate his present sufferings: his 
prayer was heard, and a miracle wrought to relieve 
him. 

''It is said just before, that Samson, by way of memo- 
rhd, named the place where he slew the Philistines Ra* 
math Lehi*j which means the casting ntuiy of the Jmu* 
bone. Some learned men are therefore of opinion!, 
that instead of translating the passage, God clave an 
hoUovb place that tvns in the jato, it ought to be, an 
hollow place that xoas in Lehi ; and this construcdoa 
seems to be confirmed, by the words which follow after 
Samson's recovery is mentioned ; that he called the 
name thereof En-hakkore, or the tveU of him that criedp 
'which is in Lehi vnto this day (the time when the his- 
tory was written): now the jato-^one would scarcely 
have remained so long ; besides, the testimony of many 
travellers, that ajbuntain remains in the very spot tvhick 
is supposed to be Lehi, that bears the name ofthejouum 
tain ofthejatv^ strongly tends to confirm this opinion. 
The fate of Samson's wife and her father may be 
considered as a remarkable instance of God's judgments 
on treachery and deceitfulness, and should be a wso'n- 
ing to all persons not to be guilty of any unlawful 
practices, lest they bring down mischief upon their own 
heads. 

* ClarkeS Annotations* 
t Stackhouse on the Bibki and Eas'dy for a new Translation 
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SECTION LXI. 

SAMSON CARKIES AWAY THE GATES OP GAZA- 
DELILAH BETRAYS HIM. 

From JudgeSj Chap, xvi. 

. Then went Samson to Gaza : and it was told the 
GaziteSy sayiDg, Samson is come hither. And they 
compassed him in, and laid wait for him all night in the 
gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying. 
In the morning when it is day we shall kill him. 

And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, 
^d took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two 
posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and put 
them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the ' 
top of an hill that is before Hebron. 
. And it came to pass aflerwardf^, that he loved a wo- 
man in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 
And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, 
and said unto her, Entice htm, and see wherein his 
great strength lieth, and by what means we may pre- 
vail against him, that we may bind him to afflict lum : 
and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred 
pieces of silver. 

And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, 
wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou ' 
raightest be bound to afflict thee ? 

And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with so- 
ven green withs that never were dried, then shall I be 
weak, and be as another man. 

Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her 
seven green withs wiiich had not been dried, and she 
bound him with them. 

Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her 

in the chamber. And sheij^id unto him, The Philis- 
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jtines be upon thee, Samson* And he brake the withs, 
as a thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the fire. 
So his strength was not known. 

And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold^ thou hast 
mocked me and told me lies : now tell me, I pray thee, 
wherewith thou mightest be bound. 

And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new 
ropes that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, 
and be as another man. 

Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him 
therewith, and said unto him. The Philistines be upon 
thee, Samson. And there were liers in wait abiding 
in the chamber. And he brake them firom off his anns 
like a thread. 

And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast 
mocked me and told me lies : tell me wherewith thoa 
mightest be bound. And he said untd her, If thou 
weavest the seven locks of my head with the webr 

And she fastened it with a pin, and said unto himi 
The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awaked 
out of his sleq), and went away with the pin of the 
beam and with the web^ 

And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love 
thee, when thine heart is not with me ? thou ha3t 
Blocked me these three tknes, and hast not told me 
wherein thy great strength lieth. 

And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily 
with her words, and urged him, so that his soul was 
▼exed unto death^ that he told her sA\ his heart, and 
said unto her. There hath not come a razor upon mine 
head; for I have been a Nazarite unto Goo from my 
birth : if I be shaven, then my strength will go from 
me^ and I shall become weak, and be like any ether 
mao. . 

And when Delilah sa w that he tdd berall his heart, 
• she 
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•he sent and called for die lords of the Philistines, say. 
ing, Come up this once ; for he hath shewed me all his 
heart. Then die lords of the Philistines came up imt# 
her, and brought money in their hand. 

And she made him sleep upon her knees : and she 
called for a man, and she caxised him to shave off the 
seven locks of his head ; and she began to afflict him» 
and liis strength went from him. 

And she said, Tlie Philistines be upon thee, Samson. 
And he awoke out of his sleep, and $aid, I Will go out 
As at other times before, and shake myself. And he 
wist not that the Lord was departed from him. 

But the Philistines took him and put out his eyes, 
and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with 
fetters of brass ; and he did grind in the prison-house. 



ANNOTATIONS and REEI^ECTIONS, 

Perhaps it was in defiance of the Philistines, that 
Samson went to a city belonging to them. How he 
was apprized of their scheme to surprise him suddenly 
is not mentioned : but it is likely, tha,t Jeeling the SpiriS 
of the Lord xjoos upon hintf he understood from this cir- 
cumstance that the Philistines were about to attack 
him; and arose in the night, and, to their great con- 
fusion and amazement, took the city gates, which pro- 
bably were well fastened to prevent his escape, and car- 
ried them, with all their ponderous appurtenances, t9 
the top of a hill which was at several miles distance. 

Delilah wa§ certainly a mercenary wretch, who lived 
with him from interested views, sucli an one could not 
resist a bribe. How strange it appears, that Samson 
should not be better guarded against her artifices, than 
(with a wesduiess of mind which will ever disgrace hit 
n2 name) 
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name) to suffer the important secret to be drawn from 
pirn. We must not suppose, that the natural quality 
of Samson's hair differed from that of other men ; but 
his remaining a Nazarite, under covenant with GoP, of 
l^hich his hair was a token^ made it impossible for the 
Philistines to subdue him : because the Lord had pro- 
mised, that whilst he abstained from mne, and let no 
razor come on his heady he should be assisted by the 
power of the Lord in order to conquer them. I'his Di« 
vine assistance was not given to Samson as a reward for 
his own merit, but for the punishment of the Philistioes, 
and the deliverance of Israel ; though his being chosen 
by the Lord, for this purpose, gave him opportunities 
of shewing his Jaith as Joshua had done ; of which if 
Samson had availed himself, he would have escaped t6e 
dreadful misfortunes wherein he was involved. 

We find from his discourse with Delilah, that Sam- 
son understood that his extraordinary strength Was not 
inherent in him, but would be taken away, if he broke 
the Covenant with God : no excuse therefore can be 
made for him ; nor can we wonder that he was left "to 
the unhappy consequences of his folly and wickedness, 
^s he rather chose to please an abandoned woman, than 
to be the distinguished servant of the Lord. 

What mortifying reflections must have arisen in the 
mind of Samson, when he felt that his strength was 
gone from him ! And what agonies miist have toiii his 
wretched bosom, when he suffered the cruelties inflicted 
by the enraged Philistines ! He now found himsdf a 
miserable captive, in the hands of enemies, who had 
suffered so much from him, that he could expect no 
mercy. He was deprived of his eyes, bound with fetters 
of brass, condemned to the most servile of all employ* 
ments, and subject to Continual insult and derision. 

It was an inexcusable fiiult in Samson repeatedly to 
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form connexions with the Philistine women. The un« 
happy consequences of his attachment to Delilah should 
teach men to be on their guard against the artifice^ 
which are usually practised by wantons ; these unprin* 
cipled females, having no affection for those who are 
weak enough to waste their tenderness upon them, are 
ready to betray or ruin them whenever it will answer- 
any mercenary views of their ownt 



SECTION LXir. 
samsom's death. 
t From Judges^ Chap, xvu 

HowBBiT, the hair of Samson's head began to grow 
•gain after he was shaven. 

. Then the lords of the Philistines gathered themselves 
together for to offer a great sacriHce unto Pagon their 
god, and to r^oice : for they said. Our god hath de« 
livered Samson our enemy into our hand. 

And when the people saw him, they praised their 
god : for they said, Our god hath delivered into our 
hands our enemy and ,the destroyer of our country, 
which slew many of us. 

And it came to pass, when their hearts were merr}'> 
that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us 
sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison- 
house, and he made them sport. And they set him be*^ 
tween the pillars. 

And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the 
hand. Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon 
the house standeth, that I may lean upon them. 

Now the house was full of men and women : and all 
K 3 thQ 
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the lords of the Philistines were there : and there were 
upon the roof about three thousand men and women^ 
that beheld while Samson made sport. 

And Samson called on the LohD} and said, O Loan 
God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I 
pray thee, only this once, O Goo, th^t I may be at ones 
jivenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. 

And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars 
upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne 
up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other 
with his left. 

And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines: 
and bowed himself with all his might : and the house 
fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were 
therein. So the dead which he slew at his death, were 
More than they which he slew in his life. 

Then his brethren, and all the house of his fathei^ 
came down and took him, and brought him up, and 
buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol, in the bury.^ 
ing place of Manoah his father* And h^ judged Israel 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS- 

The heavy calamities which fell upon Samson, awa- 
kened his conscience, and he acknowledged that the 
punishment was justly inflicted, for slighting the gift of 
God. We may conceive that in his doleful prison, he 
uttered the bitterest sighs and groans, repented with 
the utmost contrition, implored the pardon of God, 
and the renetval of the covenant, and resolved never 
more to part with one sacred hair, but to devote himself 
entirely to Gop ; though he despaired of future op- 
portunities of performing the part allotted him» and . 

could 
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could only regret, with unavailing anguish, the loss 6f 
those which were past. 

The Philistines might well rejoice in their advantage; 
for who would have supposed that, in this ahject condi- 
tion, Samson would ever have been able to do them 
any mischief? They were therefore not contented with 
exulting over kim^ but extended their impious derisipn> 
to the God qflsrael^ despising His Almighty power,' 
and extolling a vain idol called Dagon, a god of their 
own making, to whom they paid that adoration which 
was due to the Supreme Being ; to him they ascribed 
their success, and assembled to perform their profane 
rites, and that their triumph might be complete, they 
sent for their poor afflicted captive, to divert tliem^ 
selves with his misery. The Philistines knew not that 
God had accepted Samson's repentajice^ and, as a proof 
9f k, had restored the appointed token, causing his hair 
to grow suddenly, and that he now came with a fixed 
resolution to obey the Divine impulse, even at the ha- 
zard of his life : they therefore led him into their tem- 
ple, intending, it is likely, to end their barbarities, by 
slaying and offering him as a victim to tlieir abominable 
idol. 

, We may naturally suppose, that Samson as a man 
could not help feeling great resentment for the injuries 
he had suffered ; and as mankind were not under the 
mild Dispensation of Christianity, which alone teaches 
universal charity and forgiveness of enemies, we mus^ 
not hastily condemn him for being desirous of revenge 
for the loss of his eyes. There is great reason to think 
that Samson moreover wished to maintain the honour 
of God, and that he felt the utmost degree of uneasi- 
ness in an assembly of idolaters, when he prayed to the 
Lord to strengthen him once more, and that, believ- 
IPg his prayer was answered, he requested to be led to 
N 4 the 
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the pillars which supported the roof being willing U> 
file with the Philistines^ rather than they should insult 
his God with impunity ; hoping that the Lord would 
accept his life as an atonement for his former disobe- 
dience, since he was excluded from a possibility of of^ 
fering those sacrifices which the law of Moses required 
for the expiation of sin. . Samson therefore firmly 
grasped tlie pillars, and bowing his head, as a token of 
adoration of the living God, and humble resignation 
to the Divine will, which had ordained him to punish 
the Philistines, he exerted the last effort of his strength 
in the duty required of him, and slew more at hit 
death than he had ever done at one time in his most 
prosperous daySb 

Had Samson made a proper use of the extraordinary 
strength with which GoD was pleased to endue him, 
what a shining character would he have been ! but he 
certainly acted in a very inconsistent manner, for he 
ought to have made it the principal business of his life 
to effect the deliverance of Israel ; but he seems to have 
given himself very little concern about it ; ke therefore 
gained no great honour by his victories, because he had 
generally a view to the gratification of anger and re« 
venge on his own private account. The Philistines 
neither sought, nor desired the protection of Divine 
providence, therefore they could not complain of in- 
justice in God for giving success to Samson ; neither 
could Samson suppose that the Lord strengthened him 
in that wonderful manner, merely to enable him to 
avenge himself of his enemies : when he reflected on 
the numbers he had slain, he must surely perceive that 
he had been employed as the champion of Israel, though 
tio thanks were due to him for the services which he 
Tendered, but to the Lokd only. 

Though 
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Though Samson was in many respects beyond our 
imitation^ and therefore it would be ridiculous for aily 
man to attempt to slay a thousand with the jaw-bone 
of an asSy and carry liuge gates loaded with iron upon 
his shoulders, yet the relation of his performing such 
wonders, is not at all incredible; because it is ac- 
counted for by our being told that the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon him. From the New Testament we 
leam» that Christians are under the influence of th^ 
tame Spirit; they must not indeed expect to be ena- 
bled to perform miracles, because the present state of 
the world does not require them. Let us however be 
warned by Samson's example, not to despise the gifls 
which are bestowed on us^ but, whether we have 
strength^ msdom^ riches, ot power, let us consider themi 
as the giQts of God, and employ them as far as we can ■ 
to his honour and glory. 

SECTION LXIIL 

THE BIRTH OlP SAMUEL. 

From 1 Samuel, Chap. i. auxl \u 

There was a certain mto of Ramathaim-zopliim, 
and his name was Elkanah, and he had two wives : the 
name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the 
other Peninnah; and Peninnah had children, but 
Hannah had no children. 

And this man went up out of his city yearly, to wor- 
ahip and to sacrifice vmto the Lord of hosts in Shiloh, 
And the t^o sons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas, the 
priests of the Lord, were there. 

And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he 
gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons and her 
daughters, portions. • . 

II 5 . But 
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But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion, for he 
loved Hannah. 

But Peninnah provoked her gore to make her fret, 
because the Lord had not given her children. 

And as she did so year by year» when she went up to 
the house of the Lord ; so she provoked her; there* 
fore she wept, and did not eat. 

Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, 
why weepest thou ? and why eatest thou not ? and why 
is tiiy heart grieved > am not I better to thee than ten 
sons ? so Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shilob, 
and drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a 
post of the temple of the Lord* 

And she was in bitterness of sou], and prayed unt^ 
the Lord and wept sore. 

And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of host^ 
if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine hand- 
maid, and remember me, and not forget thine hand- 
maid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, 
then I will give him unto the Lord all the days of his 
life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. 

And it came to pass as she continued praying before 
the Lord/ that Eli marked her mouth. 

Now Hannah, she spake in her heart, onfy her lips 
moved, but her voice was not heard ; therefore Eli 
thought she had been drunken. 

And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be 
drunken ? put away thy wine from thee. 

And Hannah answered and said. No, my lord, I am 
a woman of a sorrowful spirit : I have drank neither 
wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul 
before the Lord. 

Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Beb'al : 
for out of the abundance of mj complamt and grief 
have I spoken hitherto^ 

The» 
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Th^ Eli finiw^red and said. Go in peace: anddio 
Gob of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast 
asked of hhn. 

And she said. Let thine handmaid find grace in thy 
sight. So the woman went her way, and did eat, and 
her countenance was no more sad. 
' And they rose in the morning early and worshipped 
before the Lord, and returned to their own houde to 
Bamah : and the Lord remembered Hanndi. 

Wherefore it came to pass that she bare a son, and* 
called his name Samud, saying. Because I have asked^ 
him of die Lord. 

And the man Elkanah, and all his housie went up tO"" 
offer unto the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and his vow.- 

But Hannah went not up : for she said unto her bus** 
b3md, I will not go up until the dhild be weaned^ and 
then I wUl bring him, that he may appear before the 
Lord, .and there abide for ever. . 

And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Do what> 
seemeth thee good ; tarry until thou have weaned him, 
only the Lord establish his word. So the woman > 
abode, and gave her son suck^ 

And' when she had weaned him^ she took him up ' 
with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, 
and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house 
of the Lord in Shiloh« And the child was young. 

And they slew a bullock, and brought the x^hild to 
Elt. 

And she said, O ray lord, as thy soul Hveth, my lord, 
1 am the woman that stood by thee here, ^praying unto ^ 
the Lord. ' 

For this child I prayed: and the Lord hath given 
me my petition which I asked of him.' 

Therefore also I have lent him to theXo r d as long . 
» 6 as 
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as he Hveth ; he shall be lent to the LdRi>. And he 
worshipped the Lord there. 

And Hannah prayed and said. My heart rejoiceth in 
the LoRDy mine horn is exalted in the Lord, my 
mouth is enlarged orer mine enemies ; becaiMse I re* 
joice in thy salvation. 

There is none holy as the Lord : for there is none 
beside thee : neither is there any rock like our God. 

Talk no more so exceedingly proudly; let not arro:- 
^axt% come out of your mouth : for the Lord is a 
Go 9 of knowledge, and by him actions are wdghed. 

The bows of the mighty men are broken, and they 
that stumbled are girded with strength. 

They that were full have hired out themselves for 
bread ; and they that were hungry ceased ; so that the 
barren hath borne seven, and she that hath many chil* 
dren is waxed feeble. 

The Lord killeth and maketh alive: hebringelh 
down to the grave and bringeth up. 

The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich: he 
bringeth low, and lifieth up. 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifleth 
up the beggar from the dunghill^ to set them among 
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: 
for the pillars of tKe earth are the Lord's, and he hath 
set a^ world upon them. 

' He will keep the feet of the saints, ond the mcked 
shall be silent in darkness : for by strength shall no 
m^o prevail. 

The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to 
pieces: out of heaven shall he thunder upon them: 
the Lord shall judge the ends of the earth; and be 
shall give strength unto his king, and exalt the borg 
of his anointed. 

Atfd 
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Aj»d Elkaiifih went to Ramah to his houM : and tbs 
child did mioister unto the Lord before Eli tte priest. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

FJkanah the father of Samuel was by birth a Levite 
descended from Kohath the second son of Levi : it 
seems he did not attend the service of the tabernacle, 
but lived privately in the country ; however, he .was a 
person of remarkable piety, for he not only obeyed the 
Divine command of going to preseD| himself three 
times in a year before the Loan, but he took his fa- 
mily with him to Shiloh. 

Elkanah had married two wives, and the dissensioa 
between these women was the occasion of great unea- 
siness to him. 

Hannah was of a meek and pious' temper, but the 
circumstance of her having no children made her ex- 
tremely unhappy, as she feared it was a mark of God's 
displeasure; and the continual triumphs. of her i^ival 
greatly i^ravated her distress, so that she fell into a 
ftate of despondency. Her husband's kind remon- 
strances, however, brought her to a sense of her duty, 
and she resolved to supply to Got) for comfort and re- 
lief. 

Hannah we find punctually performed her vow, and 
offered up the most thankful acknowledgments: in 
this instance, her behaviour is deserving of our imita- 
tion ; for we ought, when prosperity return-?, to remem- 
ber those pious resolutions which we formed whilst we 
were in distress. 

There is great resemblance between Hannah's thanks- 
giving, and that of the blessed virgin, when the Angel 
announced to her, that she should be the mother of the 
Mbssiau *• 

• Sec Luke i. 46. 

H0KT» 
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Hoim in Scripture simietiBies signifies ^&iy, h^nour^ 
hrigfdntilf and rays. Hamfiah's mearaag therefore, in 
sajingy mine horn is exalted in the Lord, seems to be, 
that CrOD had advanced her to honour. 

The name of rock is frequently giV^ to 6ob in 
Scripture, (particularly by king David *) as an emUem 
of strength and protection. In those days it was usual 
to flee to rocksy as asylums against the invasion of ene- 
mies. 

It is said that Samuel did minister unto MeLpKD : he 
was then but three years old ; his mother must have 
taken uncommon pains, to be able to sow the seeds of 
piety so early ; and we find, hy his subsequent conduct, 
that they were never rooted out. 

Hannah's behaviour affords an excellent example to 
all persons who are under affliction; and shews, that' 
there is no remedy for grief like fervent humble prayer; 
for we read, that when she had poured forth her soul to 
the Lord, her countenance was no longer sad. The sue-- 
cess of her petition furnishes us with a convincing proof 
that God lends a gracious ear even to prayers which 
are offered for particular blessings^ if it is consktent with 
His wisdom and goodness to grant them. 

Hannah's thanksgiving discovers that she felt the 
most fervent piety ; indeed she seems to have been in- 
spired by the Holy Spirit when she uttered it, as 
king David was when he composed his Psalms, there- 
fore it encourages all persons in distress to place confi- 
dence in the Lo r d. It must however be observed, that 
tliose who do so are not to expect an exact accomplish- 
ment of their wishes, for God only knows how far 
this may be proper to grant ; . but they may be sure that 
their faith and trust will be rewarded, as seemeth best 
to infinite wisdom. 

* See Psalm IxiL 6. and Ixxxixi 26. 

What 
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WkH an escctUcnt exaiopleim Haanah tet as a pa- 
rent ; may all aiothacB like her seize the earliest oppor** 
tunity of impressing the yet unprejadiced mind with 
re%ioiis knowledge, which can alone secure the pre* 
gwt and fbliiure happiness of their diildren I 

SECTION LXIV. 
Samuel's ministry-^ a prophecy against eli^s 

HOT7SE. 

From 1 Samuel, Chap. ii. 

Now the sons of £11 were sods of Belial ; thej 
knew not the Lord. 

Ai^ the priest's custom with the people was, that 
when any man o£^red sacrifice the priest's servant 
came, while the flesh was in seething, with a flesh- 
hook of three teeth in his hand : and he struck it into 
the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot: all that the flesh- 
hook brought up the priest took for himself. So they 
ilid in Shiloh unto aU the Israelites that came thither. 

Also before they burned the fat, the priest's servant 
came, and said to the man that sacrificed. Give flesh to 
roast for the priest : for he will not have sodden flesh 
of thee, but raw. 

And if any man said unto him, Let them not fail to 
burn the fat presently, and then take as much as thy 
soul desireth : then he would answer him, Nay ; but 
thou shalt give it me now : and if not, I will take it 
by force* 

Wherefore the sin of tjie young men was very great 
before the Lord : for men abhorred the offering of the 
Loud* 

But Samuel ministered before the Lord, being a 
childi girded with a linen ephod» 

Moreovp" 
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Mofeoter his mother made him a little coAt, and 
brought it to him from year to year, when she came up 
with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 

And Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and they went 
unto their own honse^ and the Lord blessed Hannah 
80 that she had three sons and two daughters. And the 
child Samuel grew before the Lord. 

Now Eli was very old, and heard all that bis sons 
did unto Israel ; and he said unto them. Why do ye 
such things, for I hear of your dealings by all . this 
people. 

Nay, my sons : for it is no good report that I hear : 
ye make the Lord's people to transgress* 

If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge 
him : but if a man sin agaiost the Lord, who shall in- 
treat for him? notwithstanding, they hearkened not 
unto the voice of their father, wherefore the Lord 
would slay them. 

' And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favox^ 
both with the Lord, and also with men. 

And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said 
unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Did I plainly appear 
unto the house of thy father, when they were In Egypt 
in Pharaoh's house ? and did I choose him out of all the 
tribes of Israel to be my priest, to offer Aipon mine altar, 
to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me ? and did 
I give unto the house of thy father all the offerings 
made by fire of the children of Israel ? 

Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at my offer- 
ing, which I have commanded in my habitation, and 
honourest thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat 
with the choicest of all the offerings of Israel my peo- 
ple i Wherefore the Lord God of Israel saith, I saidf 
indeed, that thy house and the house of thy father, 
should walk before me for ever: but now the Lord 
9 saith, 
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sartli, Be it far from me: for them that honour Tnc I 
will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly 
esteemed. 

Behold, the days come that I will cut off thine arm, 
and the arm of thy father's house, that there shall not 
be an old man in thine house* 

And thou shalt see an enemy in my habitation, in all 
the wealth which God shall give Israel : and there shall 
ndt be an old man in thine house for ever. 

And the man of thine whom I shall not cut off from 
mine altar, shall be to consume thine eyes, and to grieve 
^ine heart : and all the increase of thine house shall 
die in the flower of their age. 

And this shall be a sign unto thee that shall come 
upon thy two sons, on Hophni and Phineas ; in one day 
they shall die both of them. 

And I will raise me up a faithful priest, that shall do 
according to that^ which is in mine heart and in my 
mind : and I will build him a sure house ; and he shall 
walk before mine Anointed for ever. 

And it shall come to pass, that every one that is lefV 
in thine house shall come and crouch to him for a piece 
of silver and a morsel of bread, and shall say, Put me» 
I pray thee, into one of the priest's offices, that I may 
eat a piece of bread. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 
* 
It is said that Eli^s sons tvere sons of Belial, that they 
knexv not the Lord ; this expression means, that they 
Kved as if they were ignorant of God, and served hinr 
like an tdoly not for his honour, but their own profit; 
Discontented with their allotted portion of the sacri- 
fices made by fire, they seized some part of the peace •« 
offerings wbigh belonged to the offerers, at the very 

instant 
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instaot when they are going to feast religioudy witb 
their friends : in short, they were guilty of many enor- 
mities of the most atrocious kind. — What a heautiful 
contrast did the piety of Samuel afford t 

Eli, a high-priest and supreme judge, had power to 
punish offenders; and in such a case, paternal lovi 
should have given way to zeal for God's glory; and 
though these wicked men were his own sons, he should 
have deprived them of the power oi bringing the holy 
religion he professed into disrepute, by removing them 
from their office; instead of this he gave them only a 
few mild reproofe, which they totally disregarded* 

As Eli was in other respects a good man, the Lorb 
aent a prophet to him, to awaken him to his duty, that 
he might by repentance obtain pardon for himself; 
and the man of God reminded him in the name of 
the Loao, of the honourable distinction his family bad 
long enjoyed, which would have been continued in 
that branch of Aaron's posterity, if they had not for- 
feited it ; but, the sons of Eli had cast off God, there- 
&re he rejected them. 

Eli was of the family of Ithamaz, Aaron's youngest 
son : how the priesthood came to be removed from the 
house of Eleazar the elder son, we are npt told ; but it 
is likely that the last priest of this brai^ch had been re- 
miss in his duty, for which reason God deprived his 
descendants of the honour which he had promised to 
Fbineas (the son of Eleazar)* for his zeal against the 
Midianites; but though the Lord suspended the bko- 
ing for a time, he was mindful of his ccfvenanti he re-^ 
stored the priesthood, and established it afterwards ift 
Eleazar'te line. 

There is in this sectioB one text that demands parti« 
colar atteationi because it is a declaration from Goo 

Himsdf, 
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Himself, tbat concerns all mankind. Those t»ho honour 
mCf I xmlt honour ; and those xnho dishonour me shall be 
UglUltf regarded^ It is thus explained by a learned and 
pious Divine. 

* ^ To honour God is to have an esteem and re- 

* verence for him, and to shew it to the world in such a 

* manner, as may promote virtue and religion. To en- 
' tertain just and worthy notions of him, of his power, 
' wisdom, justice, goodness, mercy; to love him, to 
^ trust him, to desire to resemble him as nearly as our 
' nature permits, and in all things to consult his wilL 

* To declare openly before men, that we do thus esteem 

< him. To be constant and regular in the performance 
' of all public acts of teligion. To set a good example 

* to others. 

* We may likewise honour Goj> by impeoviog our 

* abilities, and dii^liai^ging the duties of our statiosi ia 

* such a manner, as to procure respect to the religijMi 

* we profess, and the country to which we belong. 

< He who has wealth honours Goo with his sub- 

* stance when he relieves the poor, encourages honest 
' industry and use&il knowledge. He who has learn- 
*ing) wit, and judgmenit, hoisours Goo when be so 

< applies them, as to excite in other men^s minds an 
' ambition of excelling in goodness. He who has 

* power, lionours God when he discourages profaneaess 

< and immorality, and, by his own illustrious example^ 

< endeavours to invite others to well-doing. He who 

* has r^utation, honours (jo-d when he employs it to 

* bring virtue into credit, and make vice unfaBhionabla 
' and contemptible. He who is in the lowest statioa 

* honours God, when in his little sphere he shines an 
^ example, to the poorer sort, of honesty, di%ence| 
^ and sobriety ; of contentment and reUance on Goi>«^ 

* Jortia*8 Sermons^ y%L.Z^ 

Children 
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Children may likewise hdnour God, by giving a willing 
attention to learn ^ their duty, and a hearty desire of 
rendering themselves acceptable to him. ^ 

* If we thus honour God, he mil honour vs / that is 

* to say, we shall be honoured in this world with the 
' esteem of good and wise men, and the particular love 

* abd favour of God, and in a future state we shaU re- 

* ceive a crown of glory. 

* But if we dishonour God by a contempt of his 
< authority, an abuse of his gifls, and a disobedience 

* to his will, we shall, like Eli's sons, be lightly esteemed: 

* aU whose favour is worth gaining will avoid our com- 

* pany, and we shall lose the blessing of God, and all 

* the glorious rewfirds tliat are promised to those who 

* do well, and shall be for ever miseraUe.' 

We find .that Hannah's piety was remembered; for 
it pleased God to honour her with a family, in return 
for the honour she rendered him. 



SECTION LXV. 

tnS WORD 09 THA LORD BSVSALBD TO SAMUSt. 

From I Samuel^ Chap. iii. 

And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord 
before Eli. And the Word of the LdRD was precious 
in those days ; there was no open vision* 

And it came to pass at that time, when EH was laid 
down in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that 
he could not see ; 

And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of 
the Lord, where the ark of God was, and Samud was 
laid down to sleep ; that the Lord called Samuel And 
be answered, Here am h 

And 
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And he ran unlo Eli, and said, H«re am I ; for thou 
calledst me. And he said, I called not ; He down again. 
And he went and lay down. 

And the Lord called yet again, Samuel. And Sa«- 
muel arose, and went to Eli and said. Here am I : for 
thou didst call me. And he answered, I qiUed not, 
my son ; lie down again. 

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was 
the Word of the Lord yet revealed unto him. 

And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. 
And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; 
for thou didst call me. And £11 perceived that the 
Lord had called the child. 

Therefore EH said unto Samuel, Go, lie down : and 
it'shall be, if he caU thee, that thou shalt say. Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and 
lay down in his place. 

And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at 
other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered. 
Speak, for thy servant heareth* 

And the Lord said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a 
thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that 
heareth it shall tingle. 

; In that day will I perform against Eli all things which 
I have spoken concerning his house : when I begin I 
will also make an end. 

For I have told him that I will judge his house fqr 
ever, for the iniquity which he knoweth : because his 
«OQ8 made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 

And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, 
that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be purged with 
iBRcrifiee nor offering for ever. 

And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the 
doors of the house of the Lord* And Samuel feared 
t^ shew £U the vision. 

Then 
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Then M called Slttiiue^ and Mdd^Samitd, myswi 
And he antweredi Here am L 

And he said, What is the thing that the Lord hatK 
•aid imt6 thee i I pnqr thee hide it not from me : Goo 
do so to thee, and moire also, if thou hide any thing 
from tee of all the things that he said unto thee. 

And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nodung 
from him. And he said. It is the Loan : let Urn do 
what seemeth him good. 

And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and 
did let none of hb words fall to the ground. 

And all Israel, from Dan even to Beeraheba, knew 
that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the^ 
Lord. 

And the Lord appeared agmn in Shiloh: for the 
Lord revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the 
Word of the Lord. 

And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Whilst the family of Eli were dishonouring GoD| 
Samuel, though a little child, was devoutly attending 
on his service, and daily improving in those religious 
graces which are rewarded with tlie favour of the Lord, 
and those amiable virtues that procure the esteem of 
mankind. 

It is to be observed that the Divine revelation was 
given to Samuel by an open vision of the Word of the 
Lord. In the New Testament we read, that the Word 
was the same Divine Being by whom the world was . 
created*, the Lord God. 

From (he days of Moses, till the time of Samuel, the 

^ See John ll, &Cb 
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WoED tf the Lord was seldom revealed. Now and 
^^ a person was inspired to deliver messages from 
GrOB on extraordinary occasions, as in the case of Eli ; 
but there were iio settled prophets, to whom the people 
n^ght have recourse to know the will of the Lord ; 
for it is likely that the Lord withheld the spirit of 
^ophecy as a token of His displeasure, on account of 
Ac corruption of His holy worship. 

Samuel was laid down to sleep in some apartment 
adjoining to EM% when the Word of the Lord came 
unto him: supposing that it was £H's voice, he hasted, 
with dutiful respect, to watt on him, though in the 
Aead of the night. Samuel, who no doubt, fi*om hig 
early piety, had high and sublime notions of the divine 
ffiajesty, had no idea that the Lord would condescend 
te speak as with a human voice. 

How humiliating must it have been to Eli, when he 
found that a little child was preferred before him ! For 
he had reason to regard this circumstance as a farther 
token of Gtod's displeasure against his house: this would 
naturally make him inquisitive into the matter that 
was going to be revealed ; and his being convinced be- 
forehand that the Lord was about to speak, would 
prevent liis suspecting that Samuel had invented, or 
imagined the thing. Eli however, as his duty re« 
quired, gave the best instructions he could to Samuel 
who returned to his bed, and at this time seems to have 
had some visihle token <^the Divine Pressnce, for it- 
is said, that the Lord stood and coiled as at other iw^s^ 
•which satisfied Samuel that it was not Eli who called 
him; he answered as Eli had taught him; and then^ 
with silence and composure, received the awful mes- 
•age. 

We may imagine that Eli experienced the most pain- 
ful perturbations of mind till he knew what die 

LOKO 
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Lord had revealed ; and Samacrs backwardness to de« 
clare the heavy ttdlngs^ shews that he had a tender 
affectioii for Eli^ and was afraid to gdeve him. The 
patient resignation of the poor old man, shewed, that 
his heart acknowledged the pcfiuer of God, and the jus^ 
itceof the sentence pronounced against his wicked sons* 
We may learn from the punishment of £Ii, that those 
who do not restrain others from sin, when in their 
power, make themselves partakers in their guilt ; espe- 
cially parents, whose 4>articular duty it is, not only td 
admonish, but to chastise their children, if they do ill. 

Young persons, who are well disposed, will listen to 
such mild reproofs from their parents as they must be 
sensible proceed from an affectionate solicitude for their 
• welfare; but if they are so obstinate and disobedient as 
to render these ineffectual^ paternal love requires, that 
punishment should be inflicted ; for who would wil- 
lingly consign their beloved offspring to tlie curse of 
God, and risk the loss of their temporal and eternal 
happiness ? Jf Eli had properly disdiarged his duty in 
this respect, he would have escaped that disgrace and 
disappointment which, as we shall find, brought down 
his grey haurs with sorrow to the grave, and his sons 
might have lived to be the comfort and crown ef his 
jold age* 

SECTION LXVL 

THE ISRAELITES OVERCOME BY THE PHILISTIKES— 
THE ARK IS TAKEN, AND ELl's SONS SLAIN — 
ELI'S DEATH. 

From 1 Samud, Cliap. iv. 

Now Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, 
and pitched beside Eben-ezer: and the Philistines 
pitched in Aphek, , , 

And 
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And the PliUistines put thejnselves in array against 
Israel : and when they joined battle, .Israel was smitten 
before the Philistines: and they slew of the army in 
the field about four thousand men. 

And when the people were come into the camp, the 
elders of Israel said, Wherefore hath the Lord sijiitten 
us to day before the Philistines ? Let us fetch the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord out of Shiloh unto us, 
that when it cometh among us, it may save us out of 
the hand of our enemies. 

So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring 
from thence the adk of the covenant of the Lord of 
hosts, which dwelleth between the cherubims ; and the 
two sons of £li, Hophni and PhinehaSi were tliere with 
the ark of the covenant of God. 

And when the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
come into the camp, all Israel shouted with a great 
shout, so that the earth rang again. 

And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, 
they said. What meaneth the noise of this great shout 
in the camp of the Hebrews ? and they understood that 
the ark of the Lord was come into the camp. 

And the Philistines - ere afraid; for they said, God 
is come into the camp. And they said, Wo unto us ! 
fof there hath not been such a thing heretofore. 

Wo unto us ! who shall deliver us out of the hand 
of these mighty gods ? these are the gods that smote 
the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. 

Be strong and quit yourselves like men, O ye Phi- 
listines, that ye be not servants unto the Hdnews, as 
they have been to you t quit yourselves like men, and 
fight. 

And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, 
and they fied every man into his tent ; and there was a 

VOL* II. O very 
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rery great slaughter ; for there fell of Israel thirty thou- 
sand footmeiL 

And the adc of God was taken ; and the two sons of 
TSi'if Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. 

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, 
and came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent^ 
and with earth upon his head. 

And when he came, )o Eli sat upon a seat by the 
way^side, watching ; for his heart trembled for the ark 
of God. And when the man came into the ci(y and 
told it, all the city cried oat. 

And when Eli heard the noise of the crying^ he said. 
What meaneth the noise of this tumult ? and the man 
came in hastily, and told Elt. 

Now Eli was ninety^ and nine years old ; and his eyes 
were dim, that he could not see. 

And the man said unto Eli, I am he that came out 
of the army, and I fled to day out of the army. And he 
said, What is there done, my son ? And the messenger 
answered and said, Israel is fled befbre the Philistines^ 
and there hath been also a great slaughter among the 
people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, 
are dead, and the ark of God is taken. 

And it came to pass when he made mention of the 
ark of God, that befell from off the seat backward by 
the side of the gate, and his neck brake and he died; 
for he was an old man, and heavy. ^ And he had judged 
Israel forty years. And his daughter-in-law, the wife 
of Phinehas, bare a son at that time, and she died also; 
and she said, Tlie g^ory is departed from Israel, for the 
jBxk of God is taken. 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

* Tke people of Isiael^ finding that they had aetuallj • 
prophet amongst themi began to think it vraa a proper 
t|me to attempt to free themselves from the Philistines; 
but they set about this important business 4n a very* 
irregular and unlaw&l manner^ negleeting to ask eouti. 
tel of God, and reform tlieir Jives; tliey were therefore 
su&red to faU a prey to their enemies. One would 
have supposed, that ill success woiild have reminded 
them of their duty ; but instead of repeating, they 
seem to have relied on the goodness of their cause, and 
to think that they could oblige God to appear for them 
in vindication of His honour, by having the ark in the 
camp. 

Eli was very blameable in suffering the ark to be re- 
moved ; and his sons, who had doubtless been informed 
of the judgments denounced against them, were impious 
to the l^t degree in presuming to carry it; especially^ 
as there was in the law of Moses an express command, 
that, when the people were settled in Canaan, the ark 
idiould re$if that all might come to it. 

It was customary far the heathens to carry images of 
their false deities to battle, to which they imputed all 
their successes ; no wonder, therefore, that they should 
be alarmed at hearing that the ark, before which the 
walls of Jericho had fallen to the ground, was in the 
canap of Israel; but could the descendants of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, for whom so many miracles had been 
wrought, be so ignorant as to siippose that it was in 
t;heir power to command the Divine Presencb to at- 
tend their motions ? or that the living God, the King 
^ Kings, and Lord of Lords, would submit to be 
rauked with idols ? 

o 2 Tliere 
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There is no difficulty in accounting for the defeat 
which ^OD- permitted the Philistines to give to the 
Israelites ; it certainly was intended to teach them hovr 
•tirrong it was to trxisst to external privileges^ and fancy 
^lat the ark would save then, when Gon was departed. 

Eli appears in this instance to have ncted contrary to 
the dietates of his own mind, and to have suffered his 
^ns to usurp that authority whidi belonged to him : 
' ibr we find he was in great t^itation of mind> his htart 
i^eml^dfor ike arky lest it •should fall into the hands of 
lAie Philistines; as Israel, especially his own sons, had 
^rfoited it. Now the dreadful threatening comes to 
liis mind that he ^ould see, as a prophet told him, an 
^nemy in God's hahitalion I When the messenger ar- 
. rived, wearing sackcloth and ashes, the ensigns of dis« 
tress, he eagerly demanded what tvas done ? With cou- 
rage and fortitude he heard of the slaughter of the peo- 
ple, and the death of Hophni and Phinehas ; but the 
k>68 of ^e ARK entirely overcame him, for he kneir 
there was no comfort left for Israel, now the Glort 
^ the Lord «ww departed. 

it was become necessary, for the sake of religion, that 
those who violated it« h^oly institutions, and suffered 
others to do ao, should be pointed out to the world by 
•exemplary pfmishments. EK was certainly a devout 
man, but as judge and high-priest he was ^ulty, it is 
to be hoped that -his penitence procured the pardon of 
<jrof), and that his punishment was only temporal. 

In respect to this mode of government, Eli seems to 
have differed ft'om all former judges ; they were dis- 
dnguisbed ier personal courage, and, by the extraor- 
clinary «id «f die Lord, they subdued the enemies of 
Israel^ but assumed no authority over them in time oi 
peace; for under them (Joshua excepted) every man 
did that ixhich was right in his own eyesi but it aj^ars, 

that 
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that on aecoiMit of his being high.priest, the pe^l? 
chose Eli as the properest judge to decide controversies 
amongst them. 

In the Christian dispensation there k no ark of the 
covenant, but we are well assured, tliat the Lorp a» 
certainly dwells with us, as He did with the Israelites 
(thougJi invisible). We may however provoke him to 
withdraw His presence if we attempt to dishonour 
Him ; let us tliere£bre remember, that it is the gl<M^ 
of a nation to have the Lord amongst them ; and lei 
us strive, by the means He has pointed out in the 
Scriptures^ to invite Goi> to abide with us. 

SECTION LXVII. 

THE 1»HILISTINES BRING THE ARK OF COD XNT4> 
THE HOUSE OF BAGON. 

From 1 Sain, Chap, v. 

And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought 
It from Eben*ezer unto Ashdod. 

When the Philistines took the ark of God, thej 
brought it into the house of Dagon, and set it by D&* 
gon. 

And when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, 
behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the eartk 
before the ark of the Lord.. And they toqk Dagon 
and set him in his place again. 

And when they arose early on the morrow morning, 
behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground 
before th^ ark of the Lord : and the head o^ Dagon 
and both the palms of his hands were cut off upon 
the threshold : only the stump of £>agon was left to 
bim. 

e 3 Therefore 



d by Google 



( »* ) 

Therefore neither the priests of Dngon, nor any that 
come into Dagon's house, jtread on the threshold of 
Dagon' in Ashdod unto this day. 

But the hand of the Lord was heavy upon them of 
j\shdad, and he destroyed them and smote them^ evea 
Ashdod and the coasts tliereof. 

And when the men of Ashdod saw that it was 80> 
they said, the ark of the God of Israel shall not abide 
with us ; for his hand is sore upon us, and upon Dagon 
our god. 

They sent therefore, and gathered all the lords of the^ 
Philistines unto them, and said, What shall we do with 
the ark of the God of Israel ? and they answered, Let 
the ark of the Gob of Israel be carried about unto 
Oath. And they carried the ark of the God of IsraeJ 
ftbout thither. 

And it was so, that after they had carried it about, 
the hand of the Lord was against them ; and he smote 
the men of the city both small and great. 

Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekron. And 
it came to pass as the ark of God came to Ekron, that 
the Ekroniles cried out, saying. They have brought 
about the ark of the God of Israel io us, to slay u« 
and our people. 

So they sent and gathered together all the lords of 
flie Phih'stines, and said, Send away the ark of the Goo 
of Israel, and let it go again to his own place, that it 
slay us not, and our people : for there was a deadly 
destruction throughout all the city ; the hand of Goi> 
was very heavy there. 

And the men that died not were smitten; and the 
-ery of the city went up %o lieaven. 
• ' And the ark oiPthe Loa© was in the couMry of the 
Philistines seven months. 

Aad 
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And the Phillstmes called iox the prie&ts and the di- 
YinerSy saying. What shall we do to the ark of tht 
Lord ? tell us wherewith we shall send it to his'place* 

And they said, If ye send away the ark of the God 
of Israel, send it not empty ; but in any wise return 
him a trespass. offering; then ye shall be healed, and 
it shall be known to you why his hand is not removed 
from you. 

And ye shall give glory to the God of Israel; per?- 
adventure lie will lighten his hand from off you, from 
off your gods, and from off yoyr land. 

Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts as the 
Egyptians and Pharaoh hr^rdened their hearts i when 
he had wrought wonderfully among them, did they not 
let the people go, and they departed ^ Now therefore 
make a new cart, and take two milch-kine, on which 
there hath come no yoke, and tie Uie kine to the cart, 
and bring their calves home from them ; and take the 
tixk of the Lord, andlay it upon the cart : and put the 
jew^ of gold wkich ye return hlni for a trespass-offer- 
ing, in a coffer by the side tliereof ; and send it away^. 
that it may go. 

And see, if it £oeth up by the way of his own coast 
to Beth-shemesh^ then he hath done us this great evil : 
but if not, then we shall know that it is not his hand 
that smote us ; it was a ^chance that happened to us. . , 

And the men did so: and took two milch-kine, and 
tied them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home: 
And they laid the ark of the Lord upon the cart^ and 
the coffer with the jewels of gold. 

And the kine took the straight way to the way of 
Beth-sheroesh, and went along the high-way, lowing 
as they went,, and turned not aside to the right hand or 
to the left : and the lords of the Philistines went afler 
them unto the border of Beth-shemesh» 

a 4 And- 
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Ana they of Betb-shemesh were reaping their wheat- 
bcirvest in the valiey ; and they lifted up their eyes, and 
savir the ark^ and rejoiced to see it. 

And the cart came into the field of Joshua a Beth- 
shemite, and stood there^ where there was a great stone: 
and they clave the wood of the cart^ and offered the 
kine a burnt-offering unto the Loud. 

And the Levites took down the ark of the Lord, 
pnd the cofifer that was with it, wherein the jewels of 
gold were, and put them on the great stone : and th« 
men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt-offerings^ and sa- 
crificed sacrifices the same day unto the Lord. 

And when the fiye lords of the Philistines had seen it, 
they returned to Ekron the same day. 

And he smote the men of Beth-shemesh, because they 
had looked into the ark of the Lord, even he smote of 
the people fifty thousand and threescore and ten men. 
And the peofde lamented because the Lord had smitten 
jnany of tho people with a greiit slaughter^ 

And the men of Beth-shemesh said, Who is able to 
stand before tbis holy Lord God ? and to whom shall 
he go up from us ? 

And they sent messengers to the inhabitanta of Kir- 
jathjearim, saying the Pliilistines have brought again 
the ark of the Lord : come ye down, and fetch it up 
to you. 

And the men of Kirjath-jearim came and fetched up 
the ark of the Lord, and brought it into the house of 
Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to 
keep the ark of the Lord. 

And it came to pass while the ark abode in Kirjath- 
jearim, that the time was long ; for It was twenty years; 
and all the house of Israel lamented after the Load. * 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It appears from Scripture*, that the true God was 
known and worshipped by the Philistines in the da3r8 of 
Abraham, for Abimelech their king wasa religious and 
just person ; but they afterwards degenerated intaido^ 
latry, and each of their five cities^ seems to have had .ft 
separate idol* Dagon appears to have been the most 
ancient and favourite god they had ; to him they as. 
cribed the invention of agriculture. Some authors 
suppose, that the upper part of Dagon's image was la 
the form of a man, the lower like a fish ; but others 
think it entirely resembled the human figure.. 

<* As the Philistines f were delivered from their fears 
of the ark, it is likely they imagined that tha God of 
Israel was inferior to Dagon, therefore they carried the- 
ark into the temple dedicated to. tliat idol, as a trophjf 
of victory ; but their triumph was of short duration, Ibr- 
God having punished Israel, who betrayed the ark^. 
proceeded to chastise those who abused it., ^ 

" How must thfe worshippers of Dagon be astonished^, 
when they beheld their mighty idol fallen before the- 
ark ? directing, as it might seem, his followers^^to adore 
the God of Israel ; but they perhaps imagined, that the 
fall of Dagon was accidental, they therefore put him in*, 
his place again : without doubt, they fastened him in. 
the strongest manner, but soon found that j't was in vain, 
to contend with God, for the next day Dagon appeared^ 
more Contemptible than ever*, with his hands and fa(ce 
broken to pieces ; which • auglit to heve taught his fol-» 
lowers, thut Ife was destitute Qf wisdom and ppweri'* 

* Sec vol. i. Scctloo 15- t Henry*t Annotations. 
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but, instead of being reformed, they were hardened in 
their idolatry, therefore the Lord afflicted them with 
dreadful diseases and sudden death. 

The priests of the Philistines seem to have been ac- 
quainted with some of the ceremonials of the Jewish 
religion, for they knew that the Israelites were re- 
quired to offer trespass-offerings, and to give gloru to 
God. Instead of receiving a ransom for the ark, the 
Philistines were glad to give rich gifts to deliver them- 
telves from it, which remained as lasting memorials of 
their disgrace. 

The cows leaving their calves, and taking the road 
to the land of Israel, is a wonderful instance of the 
|>ower of God over the brute creation. 

As the cart and cows were sanctified to the Lord, it 
would have been improper to use them otherwise than 
as a sacrifice. 

Those who presumed to look into the ark, shewed 
that they had but little reverence for God and His holy 
ordinances. It is said *, ** that the Lord smoie of ike 
feaple jifiy thousand and threescore and ten men; but 
several learned authors are of opinion, that the passage 
is translated wrong, and that it should be, the LoRi> 
smote AMONG the people who amounted tojifty thousand 
threescore and ten men.** We do not find that they 
humbled themselves to God for their sin, but that they 
only expressed their fear Jt* his power, and fell from 
presumption to despair. 

Kirjath-jearim was in the road to Shiloh, so we may 
suppose that the men of Beth-shemeSh thought that the 
elders of Shiloh would fetch the ark from thence : but, 
through the neglect of religion, and the disturbances 
of the times, it seems they did not, for we do not find 

f Essay for a New Translation. 
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th'tt It was ever restored to its ancient seat. The mem 
irf" Kirjath-jearim joyfully received the ark ; by which 
it seems, that they perfectly understood the offence of 
the Bethshemites. Abinadab, in whose house the ark 
was deposited, was a man of distinction amongst them^ . 
and eminent for his piety, and they sanctified his som - 
to keep it, who entirely devoted himself to the care of 
the ark, and applied to no other business. Eleazar was * 
not a regular priest, nor was it necessary he should be 
so, because here was no altar^ either for sacrifice or 
incense. 

We need not dwell upon these circumstances, be- 
cause they relate- principally to those parts of the law 
of Moses which concerned the Jews only ; the general I 
instruction they give Is this, that in all religious acts we 
must pay constant regard to the honour of 6oi>> and 
not wish to search into those mysteries which He, for 
wise reasons, has concealed from us. 

It surely must have been a great mortification and I 
disgrace to the Israelites to have their tabernacle de« 
prived ^f its greatest t)rnaraent and. treasure, ,the Ark 
of the TESTrMONY, from which the Divine Presence 
was manifested between the cherubim^ but this people 
were so degenerated, and had so little regard for reli-- 
gion, that they were contented with lamenting the ab* 
sence of their Goo, without endeavouring to invite his 
Fhrsence, though, according to their covenant, they 
had no claim to His Divine assistance, upless they ob* - 
served Hi& holy institutions. . 

May we never imitate them in this respectj but en» - 
deavour, by a regular attendance on the worship of 
God, and the discharge of our duty, to secure his fa- 
vour tfO us; of which we may then be as fully assured, , 
as if we should behold His Glory from -the mercy seat $ ; 
for the ark was only an emblem oi GQS>'a heavenli^ 
o 6 throne^ . 
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ihroney intended'1!o*']iktimate9 that though the Dlvhe 
Being is surrounded with angels, and dieelleth in bright* 
nessy which no one can approach. He mil graciously 
receive the sacrifices of prayer and thanksgiving, and 
bless those who offer them with sincerity and humility 
of beartf 



SECTION LXVIir. 

SAMUEL EXHORTETH THE ISRAELITES — THEY BE^ 
PENT AWD TtTRX UNTO THE LORX>. 

From 1 Sam4 Chap, vii. 

And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, say* 
ingy If ye do return unto the Lord with all your hearts, 
then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from 
{imong you, and prepare your hearts unto the Lord, 
and serve him only : and he will deliver you out of the 
hand of the Philistines. 

Then the children of Israel did put away Baalkn anf 
Ashtarothy and served the Lord only. 

And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I 
will pray for you unto the Lord* 

And they gathered together to Mi;q>ehy and drew 
water, and poured it out before the Lord, and fasted 
on that day, and said there, We have sinned against the 
Lord* And Samuel judged the children of Israel in 
Mizpeh. 

And when the Philistines heard that the children of 
Israel were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of 
the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the 
children of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Phi- 
listines. 

And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not 
1 to 
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to cry unto the Lord our God for us, that he will mtc 
us out of the hand of the Philistines. 

And Samuel took a sucking Iamb, i^d ofiered it for a 
burnt-offering whole unto the Lord : and Samuel cried 
unto the Lord for Israel; and the Lord heard him. 

And as Samuel was offering up the burnt-offering, 
the Philistines drew near to battle against Israel : but 
the Lord thundered with a great thunder on that day 
upon the Philistines; and discomfited them and they 
were smitten before Israel. 

And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pur- 
sued the PhilistineSi and smote them until they came 
under Beth-car. 

Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Miz- 
peh and Shen,^nd called the name of it Eben-ezer, or 
the stone of Help *, saying, Hitherto luith the Lord 
helped us. 

So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no 
more into the coast of Israel. And the hand of the 
Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Sa- 
muel. 

And the cities which the Philistines had taken from 
Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto 
Gath, and the coasts thereof did Israel deliver out of 
the hands of the Philistines* And there was peace be-* 
tween Israel and theAmorites^ 

And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 
And he went from year to year in circuit io Beth-el, 
and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all those 
places. 

And his return was to Ramah : for there was his 
house : and there he judged Israel ; and there he built 
an altar unto the Loud. 

* Marginal traailatioUf 

ANNO. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J^ 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS.. 

It is liiely, thattimroedfately after the death of Eli, 
Samuel succeedad to his authority as judge ; and being 
a Prophet, he might offer sacrifices; but it does not. 
• i^peap that there was any High Priest, for the whole 
form of worship was overturned by the loss of the ark : 
and we may suppose the people were ill disposed to • 
hearken unto Samuel's admonitions i besides, it is pro- 
bable, that he did not take upon himself to proceed in < 
any important matter without the direction of theLoRi>^ , 
who withheld Divine inspiration on account of the peo- 
ple's unworthiness, leaving them to suffer a while the 
ill consequences of their folly and wickedness ; but as 
soon as they returned and sought the Loud,. Samuel 
knew he might intercede for them, though he was only • 
a Levite, for the priests had debased themselves, and^ 
his sacrifices proved acceptable. About this time it is 
likely the great passover was kept, which is afterwards 
mentioned *. Divine Providence visibly interposed in 
the defeat of the Philistines, and the Lord once more 
shewed himself to be God of Israel. 

Samuel built an altar, not in contempt of that which : 
was with the tabernacle, but as Shiloh was laid waste, . 
and no other place had yet been chosen, he looked upon 
Ihe law which obliged them to one place to be sus- 
pended ; therefore beting a prophet, and under Divine 
inspiration, he did as the patriarchs had formerly done, 
built an altar where he lived, both for the use of his 
own family, and for. tlie good of the inhabitants who 
chose to resort to it. 
As we shall have occasion, in the succeeding part of 

• 2 Chron. xxxv. 18. 

the 
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the history, to-say so much about prophets, it is necet^ 
sary to have proper ideas of the Prophetic Office. 

It was the business of the priests to explain the law to- 
the people, and to take particular care that the ceremO" 
nial part of it should be punctually observed, that they 
might continue to be a holy people,, and enjoy the pri<^ 
vileges granted to them on those conditions. The Le^ 
vites were assistants to the priests ra the work of the 
tabernacle; but to prevent the people's dwelling too 
much on the rituals of religion, it pleased God to ap-, 
point another order of meiv called Prophets; these 
men preached the necessity of righteousness^ ^nd admo* 
nished the people to adhere to the spiritual intent of the 
law ofMoses^ as well as to observe its ceremonies; warn- 
ed them of the evils to come ' if they were disobedient, 
and comforted them with the promise 0/ God's return' 
ing favour if they repented. To qualify them for this 
office, the Lord inspired them mth His Holy Spihit : 
on these occasions they spoke in the name of the Lord, 
and uttered unpremeditated predictions in sublime aud 
majestic language. 

Sometimes they foretold • the fate of those nations 
with whom the Israelites were concerned (of which we 
shall have occasion to remark a variety of Instances) ; 
but the principal ends of Prophecy were, to keep up a 
constant expectation of the Messiah till he should come 
into the worlds and to serve <i/?en»arc& as a Testimony,' 
or witness^ that Jesus Christ was really the promised 
Saviour. 

As Abraham continued faithful in the midst of an 
idolatrous generation, his posterity was selected as a 
peculiar people, amongst whom God shewed forth His 
power and goodness; and the gift of prophecy was 

* See Bbfaop Hurd*s Sermon on Prophecy. 

limited 
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limited to this nation, whilst the Lord vouchsafed to 
be their King: by which means it was easy to disco- 
Very that the Divine Being had formed a most benevo- 
lent plan for the benefit of all mankind, which could not 
have been so well understood, if the predictions con- 
cerning the Everlasting Covenant (which threw light on 
each other) had been made in different nations ; because 
the confusion of tongues had rendered many of those 
who originally proceeded from Noah, strangers to each 
other, and prevented the general intercourse which 
subsisted at first. 

It is generally believed that Samuel instituted schools 
or colleges, consisting of young persons of pious dispo- 
sitions, who passed their time in the study of the Scripe 
tures, in order that they might be enabled to explain 
them to the people, and perhaps with the hopes of be- 
ing honoured with revelations themselves i one of their 
religious exercises, was, singing the words of inspiration 
contained in the Scriptures : such as the prophecies of 
the patriarchs, the exhortations of Moses, the song of 
the Lord, &c. to musical instruments. 

These young persons being immediately under the di- 
rection of aprophetf^ere called the softs of the prophets, 
and sometimes prophets ; and whilst they were reciting 
tfie xvords ofinspvi^ation they were so, because they spake 
not their own words, but dedarcd to t^e people what 
the Lord had revealed. The true meaning of the 
word prophet *, is, one moX^ tehtes tvhat the Lord /uzM 
spoken. ^ \ ' ' i . -: j 

the benefits cdnveyed to the world by<meft6^^ pro- 
phecy were not confined to the Jewi&hf natfidir; 'thtoy 
ire Extended to Christians. In the written pWph'edes 
v^ posseis some of the strongest evidences in favour of 

i- * Ml' It Dn^Skttpet ott Pfoplitpy. . < 
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dur holj religion; and we should be thankful to Gob 
for the light they afford us. 



SECTION LXIX. 

THE ISRAELITES DESIRE A KING— GOD COMMANDBTU 
SAMUEIt TO YIELD TO THEIR IMPORTUNITY. 

From 1 Samuel^ Chap. viii. 

And it came to pass when Samuel was old, that he 
made his sons judges over Israel. 

Now the name of his first born was Joel, and the 
name of his second, Abiah : tliey were judges in Beer* 
sheba. 

And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned 
aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted judg- 
ment. 

Then all the. eldars of Israel gathered themselves 
together, and came to Samuel,i unto Ramah, and said 
unto him, Behold thou art old, and thy sons walk not ia 
thy ways ; now make us a king to judge us like all the 
nations. ^ 

But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said. 
Give us a king to judge us : And Samuel prayed unto 
the Lord. 

And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto ^le 
voice of the people in all that they say unto thee : for 
they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me> 
that I should not reign over them. 
^ According to all the works which they have done 
since the day that I brought them up out of ^^gyj^i 
ev^n unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken met 
and served other g«dg ; so do they also unto thee. 

% Nov 
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Now therefore hearken 4into their voice : howbeil^ 
yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them th§ 
manner of the king that shall reign over them* 

And Samuel tol4 all the words of the Lord unt« 
the people that asked of him a king. 

And he said. This will be the manner of the king 
that shall reign over you : he will take your sons,, and 
appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be hig^ 
horsemen, and some shall run before his chariots. 

And he will appoint him captains over thousands 
and captains over fifties, and will set themHo ear his 
ground, and to reap his harvest, and to make his in- 
struments of war, and instruments of his chariots. 

And he will take your daughters to be confection*- 
aries, and to be cooks, aivi to be bakers. 

And he will take your fields and your vineyards, and 
your olive-yardsi even the best of them, and give them 
4» his servants. 

And he will take the tenth of your seeds, and of your 
irineyards, and give to his oScera ^iiKi to his servants. 

And he will take your men-«ervant8, and your maid^ 
servants and your goodliest young men, and your asses, 
jmd put them to his work. 

He will take the tenth of your sheep : and ye shall be 
hk servants. 

And ye shall cry out in tllat day because of your 
king which ye shall have chosen you; and. the Loap 
will not hear you in that day. 

Nevertheless, tbe people refused to obey. Uie voice ci 
Samuel ; and they said. Nay, but we will have a king 
over us, that we also may be like all the nations; and 
that our king may jvlMlge us,' and go out before us, and 
ififtii our baitles. > 

, And Samuel heard all the words of the people^ and 
he r(A«ne«l.|hom in tbo earn q£Ae LoBo. 
•;• . And 
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And the Lord said to Samuel> Hearken unto their 
▼oice, and make them a king. And Sanmel said unto 
the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

As Samuel was so good a man, there is no doubt but 
he had given his sons a religious education, and that he 
thought them fit for th^ employments he appointed 
them to ; but when they were at a distance from him, 
they did as young men are itoo apt to do, when they 
enter the world and act for themselves, they forgot the 
admonition of their pious parent, and suffered their 
minds to be allured from the straight path of duty by 
the desire of riches and pleasure: it does not appear, 
however, tliat Samuel's sons dishonoured God's holy 
worship as Eli's had done. 

The people of Israel had not, at this time, a proper 
idea of God's peculiar sovereignty over them, that he- 
was to them instead of a king ; and being inclined to 
waf, and having no general, they set themselves ta con-* 
triving what kind of leader would be best for them^ in- 
stead of seeking to the Lord for direction.. 

The elders knew that Samuel was the prophet of the 
Lord, and that his administration of justice had ever 
been mild and equitable. The misconduct of his sons 
Samuel was till then ignorant of, jot he would most 
likely have coireoted it ; and if he was old, he had 
grown oki in their service ; therefore they were guilty 
of great ingratitude to him. The venerabl<p man shew- 
ed, hoicever, very little concern for the indignities they 
offered to himself but he was distressed at finding thej? • 
wialied to make a change tn their affiurs, which would 
be so much to their disadfantHge. They 4idr not say^ 

• • Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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gire u»a king that is good and wise, that will judge its 
better than thy sons do, but a king like all the nations. 

The Israelites^ seem, however, to have retained some 
degree of reverence towards God ; for we find that they 
returned peaceably to their houses, and left the choice 
of the person to Samuel, who they knew would act as 
the Lord should direct him ; and there is no doubt 
but that the prophet determined to proceed in tha im- 
portant a£Pair according to the instructions of Mosesj 
before alluded to, which were as follow ; 

* When thou art come unto the land which the Lor© 

* thy God giveth thee, and shak possess it, and shalt 

* dwell therein, and shalt say, I will set a king over mCi 

* like as all the nations that are about me ; tliou shalt 

* in anywise set him king over the whom the LoltD 
^ thy God shall choose ; one fl*om among thy brethren- 
*■ shak thou set a king aver thee ; thounmyest not seta 

* stranger over thee, which is not thy brother. But 
'he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause 
^ the people to return to Egypt, to the end that he 

* should multiply horses ; forasmuch as the Loud 

* hath said unto you> Ye shall henceforth return ne 

* more that way. Neither shall he multiply wives to 
' himself that his heart turn not away : neither shall 

* he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold. — 
^ And it shall be when he 'sitteth upon the throne of 
^ his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this 

* law in a book, out of that which, is before the priests 
^ the Levites : and it shall be with him,, and he shall 
*read therein. aU the days of his life; that he may 
< learn to fear the Lohd his Goo, to keep all the 
' words of this law and these statutes, to do them: 

* that his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, 

* and that he turn not aside from the commandment 
.^ to the right hand or to the left. ; to the end that be 

*may 
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, * may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and hii 
^ children, in the midst of Israel *.' 

The kings of the earth were despotic princes, and 
treated their subjects in the manner Samuel by the 
Lord's command described, yet the Israelites persisted 
in desiring to have a king like those who ruled the 
other nations. How great was their folly and wicked- 
ness, when the Supreme Being himself condescended 
to be their King, and to malce them perceive that He 
was in the midst of them, had appointed a Tabernacle, 
which might properly be called the Palace of the Di- 
vide Presence! The Lord also led the I«raelitei 
forth to battle, and subdued their enemies before them* 
He settled them in a pleasant and fruitfill land, and 
gave them 'snch laws as would, if properly observed^' 
have infallibly secured the peace of society. Could 
there possibly be a more happy gdvernment than that 
hi which the fountain of all wisdom and power, justice, 
and goodness, presided? Their demand of a king 
therefore, was both insolent and treasonable, as it was 
throwing off God, and subverting the government 
which He had established. 

But as the Lor d had designed that they should at 
his appoin t time have a monarchial form of govern- 
ment, he commanded Samuel to comply with their re* 
j|uest and give them a king* 

• Deut* xvii. 14. 
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rael, that he may save my people out.of the hand of the 
Philistines; fori have looked unto my people, because 
Aek cry is come unto ine. 

And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said unto 
him. Behold the man whom I spake to thee of: this 
same shall reign over my people. 

Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, mA 
said. Tell me, I pray tliee, where the Seer's house is. 

And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the Seer : 
go up before me unto the high place, for ye shall eat 
with me to-day ; and to-morrow I will let thee go, aad 
will tell thee all that is in thine heart. 

And as for thine asses that were lost three days ago, 
aet not thy mind on them, for they are found% And 
on whom is all the desire of Israel ? is it not on thee, 
and on all thy father's house ? and Saul answered and 
said, Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes 
of Israel ; and my family the least of all the families of 
the tribe of Benjamin ? wherefore thei| speakest thou 
80 to me i And Samuel took Saul and his servant, and 
brough them in to the parlour, and made then^ sit in 
the chiefest place among them that were bidden, which 
were about thirty persons. 

And Samuel said unto the cook, Bring the portion 
which I gave thee, of which I said unto thee, Set it by 
thee» 

And the cook took up the shoulder, and that whidi 
was upoA it, and set it before Saul. And Samuel said, 
Behold that which is left, set it before thee, and eat: 
for unto this time hath it been kept for thee, since I 
aaid I have invited the people. So Saul did eat with 
Samuel that day. 

And when they were come down from the liigk 
place into the city, Samuel communed with Saul up<m 
the top of the house. 

Aad 
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And they i^rose early : and it came to pass about the 
spring of the day, that Samuel called Saul to the top of 
the house, saying, Up, that I may send thee away. 
And Saul arose, and they went out both of them, h« 
and Samuel abroad. 

And as they were going down to the end of the 
city, Samuel said to Saul, Bid the servant pass on be- 
fore us (and he passed on), but stand thou still a while, 
that I may shew thee the word of God. 

Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon 
his head, and kissed him, and said. Is it not because the 
Lord hath anointed thee to be captain over liis inhe- 
ritance? 

When thou art departed from me to-day, then thou 
shalt find two men by Rachel's sepulchre, in the bor- 
der of Benjamin, at Zelzah, and they will say unto 
thee, The asses, which thou wentest to seek, are 
found ; and lo thy father hath left the care of the 
9sses, and sorroweth for you, saying. What shall I do 
for my son? 

Then shalt thou go on forward from thence, and 
thou shalt come to the plain of Tabor, and there 
shall meet thee three men going up to God to Bethel, 
one carrying three kids, and another carrying three 
loaves of bread, and another carrying a bottle of 
wine. And they will salute thee, and give thee 
two loaves of bread ; which thou shalt receive of their 
hands. 

After that thou shalt come to the hill of God, where 
is the garrison of the Philistines ; and it shall come to 
pass when thou art come thither to the city, that thou 
shalt meet a company of prophets coming down from 
the high place, with a psalter, and a tabret, and a 
pipe, and a harp before them, and they shall prophesy. 

TOL. II. P And 
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And the Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee, 
and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be turned 
into another man. 

And let it be when these signs are come unto thee, 
that thou do as occasioii shall serve thee, for God is 
with thee. 

And thou shalt go down before me to (jilgal, and 
behold I will come down unto thee, to offer burnt- 
offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace-offerings: 
seven days shalt thou tarry, till I come to thee, and 
shew thee what thou shalt do. 

And it was so, that when Saul had turned his back 
to go from Samuel, God gave him another heart: and 
all those signs came to pass that day. 

And when they came thither to the hill, be- 
hold a company of prophets met him: and the Spirit 
of God came upon him, and he prophesied among 
t^em. 

And it came to pass when all that knew him before- 
time saw that, behold, he prophesied among the pro- 
phetS) then the people said one to another, What is this 
that is come unto the son of Kish ? is Saul also among 
the prophets? And one of the same place answered, 
and said. But who is their father ? therefore it became 
a proverb, Is Saul also among the prophets ? And when 
he had made an end of prophesying, he came to the 
high place. 

And Saul's uncle said unto him, and to his servant, 
Whither went ye? and he said, To seek the asses: 
and when we saw that they were no where, we came 
to Samuel. 

And Saul's uncle said, Tell me, I pray thee, what 
Samuel said unto you. 

And Saul said unto his uncle. He told us plainly that 

the 
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the asses were found. But of the matter of tiie king- 
dom, whereof Samuel spake, he told him not. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Saul, as his subsequent conduct shewed, was in his 
natural disposition like the kings Samuel had described 
to tlie Israelites; but he was distinguished by the height 
of his stature and the gracefulness of his person, which 
were sufficient recommendations to them, who wanted 
a king to go in and out before them, to fight their bat- 
tles. 

Saul's going himself to seek his father's asses, shews 

the simplicity of manners which prevailed in those 

times. His ignorance in respect to Samuel proves, 

that religion was then at a very low ebb, otherwise all 

Israel would have known the prophet of the Lord. The 

present which Saul meant to make him, was an oflbr- 

ing of respect, to the chief magistrate ; to whom it was 

customary to pay this kind of homage. Seer is an« 

other word of the same signification as Prophet — one 

Moho sees in visions tukat the LoRt) reveals. The Lord 

had made known secretly to Samuel SauPs coming ; sp we 

are to understand the expression, that the Lord told him 

in his ear. 

Samuel, as an assurance to Saul that what he fore- 
told would certainly eoiKe to pass, took him to a re- 
tired place, and there anointed him, saluting him with 
a kiss as a mark of honour and allegiance ; the prophet 
then informed Saul of the nature and duty of the high 
office .he was ordained to fill ; that he was to consider 
hinoself as Captain over those who were called the 
Lord's inheritance, or Got>*8 peculiar people; and as ac- 
p 2 countable 
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countable to God for all his actions. In further coft* 
firmation to Saul, that he would certainly be placed on 
the throne of Israel, Samuel predicted some circum- 
stances which would occur in his journey, which 
would by their completion prove, that Samuel was 
really inspired. He then told Saul, that " he should 
meet a company of prophets,** &c. 

Saul immediately on his departure from Samuel felt 
that God had made him another nian : * * A new fire 

* was kindled in his breast ; his mind panted with ar- 
'* dent desire to perform great exploits, and from a hus- 
^ bandman he found himself changed to a general, 

* a statesman, and a prince.' Full of these exalted 
thoughts, he arrived at a place called God's Hill (on 
account of its being the residence of the prophets) ; 
here he met a company of the sons or disciples of the 
prophets, with their sacred n^usic ; and the Spirit of 
the Loud came suddenly upon him, so that he was 
able to join, without any previous instruction, in ex- 
alting the name of the Lord with holy rapture. 

Saul's neighbours might well be artonished at finding 
him engaged in such an employment ; * but one of them 
' answered and said, who is their father?' which is sup- 
posed to mean, is not God their instructor? who could 
make Saul a prophet as well as the rest. 

Before Saul returned home, he went to the high 
place, or place of public worship, to oflfer up his thanks- 
givings, and did not boast of the honour that had been 
conferred on him, being at that time filled with reli- 
gious fervour. 

There is something very wonderful in this transac- 
tion, which shews the over-rulings Providence of God* 

♦ Henry* B Annotationi. 

who 
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who'Can bring about great events by the most trifling 
nteans. Saul sought his father's asses, and found a 
kingdom. How frequently does it happen in common 
life that those who are disappointed in some of their 
wishes, are recompensed by unexpected blessings. 



SECTION LXXl; 

SAMUEL ASSEMBLKTII THE PEOPLE — CASTETH LOTS' 
FOR A XING, AND SAUL IS CHOSEN — THE ISRAEL* 
ITES APPROVE HIM. 

From 1 Samuely Chap. x. 

And Samuel called the people together unto the 
Lord to Mizpeh; and said unto the children of Israel, 
Thus saith the Load God of Israel, I brought up Is^ 
rael out of Bgypt, and^ delivered you out of the hand 
of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all kingdoms, 
and of them that oppressed you. 

And ye have this day rejected your God, who him. 
self saved you out of all your adversities and your tri- 
bulations : and ye have said unto him. Nay, but set a- 
king over us. Now therefore present yourselves before 
the Lord, by your tribes, and by your thousands. 

And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel 
to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was taken. 

When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come 
near by their families, the family of Matri was taken, 
and Saul the son of Kish was taken : and when thejr 
•ought him he could not be found. 

Therefore they enquired of the Lord further, if the 
man should yet come thither : and the Lord answered^ 
Behold he hath hid himself among the stuff. 

And they ran and fetched him'thence : and when he 
pS sto«d 
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stood among the people, he was higher than any of the 
people, from his shoulders and upward. 

And Samuel said to the people, See ye him whom 
the LojiD hath chosen, that there is none like him 
among all the people ? And all the people shouted, and 
said, God save the king. 

Then Samuel told the people the liianner of the 
kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before 
the Lou n ; and Samuel sent all the people away, every 
man to his house. 

And Saul also went home to Gibeah, and there went 
with him a band of men, whose hearts God had 
touched. 

But the children of Belial said, How shall this maa 
save us ? And they despised him, and brought him no 
presents: but he held his peace. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS* 

Though Samuel knew the will of God, and had al- 
ready anointed Saul, he gave the people the satisfaction 
of casting lots, that they might be convinced that Saul 
was really appointed by the Lord,, who alone could 
determine the lot to fall agreeably to Samuel's election^ 
It is probable, Saul apprehended that the people would 
reject him with scorn and contempt, as he was of the 
meanest of the tribes, which made^ him resolve to con- 
ceal himself, till the matter was determined. What 
Samuel wrote was a covenant between the king and 
the people, in which the king promised to govern them 
agreeably to the will of the Lord, and the people to 
pay him allegiance as their sovereign. 

A learned author * thinks, that the Prophet made a 
reguter to testify to the people if they should afterwwb 

• Bishop Patrick. 

be 
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be unhappy nnder the arbitrary government of their 
kings, that they had brought the evils upon themselves, 
and were justly punished for rejecting the Loud, 'who 
had delivered them out of the hand of those that oppressed 
theirty and saved them out of all their tribulations. 

It is very certain that all events are ordered by an 
overruling providence, yet the will of man is left free. 
In the case of Saul, God yielded to the people^s de- 
sire: He suffered them to have u nominal king, and 
He allotted for them exactly such an one as they wished 
for, one that, if left to himself, would rule them after 
the manner of the other nations : but we shall find 
that the Lord did not cease to govern Israel as their 
King^ though they had rejected him; he maintained 
his own honour by keeping the supreme command, 
over them. Saul was no other than the Loud'S vice- 
gerent, sitting on the throne of the Lord ; and bound 
to rule by the Divine Law, and to ob^y the commands 
of the Lord in all things relating to the government of 
the nation, and to the making of peace or war with 
the heathen nations. His duty was to follow the di- 
rections for the conduct of a king of Israel, recorded 
by Moses; but his inclination was, as we ;*ead after- 
wards, to rule with arbitrary sway, without regard ta 
^e divine will. 

SECTION LXXII. 

THE AMMONITES ENCAMP AGAINST JABESH-GILEAD— « 
SAUL DELIVERS THEM OUT OF THEIR HANDS, AN]» 
IS CaNFXRMED IN HIS KINGDOM* 

From 1 Samuel, Chap, xh 

Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, and en* 
oamped against Jabesh-gilead : and all the men of Ja« 
p4f be»h.. 
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besh said unto Nahash, Make a covenant with us, and 
we will serve thee. 

And Nahash the Ammonite answered them. On this 
condition will I make a covenant with you, that I may 
thrust out all your right eyes, and lay it for -a reproach 
upon all Israel. 

And the elders of Jabesh said unto him, give us se^. 
Ten days respite, that we may send messengers unto all 
th^ coasts of Israel: and then if there be no man to 
save us, we will come out to thee. 

Then came the messengers to Gibeah of Saul, and 
told the tidings in the ears of the people : and all the 
people lift up their voices, and wept. 

And behold, Saul came after the herd out of the 
field, and Saul said, Wh^t aileth the people that thej 
weep ? And they told him tlie tidings of the men of 
Jabesh. 

And the Spirit of God came upon Saul, when he' 
heard those tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly.' 

And he took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them in 
pieces, and sent them throughout all the coasts of Is- 
rael by the hands of messengers, saying. Whosoever 
Cometh not forth after Saul, and after Samuel, so shall 
it be done unto his oxen : and the fear of the Lord 
fell on the people, and they came out with one con- 
sent. 

And whea.he numbered them in Bezek, the children 
of Israel were three hundred thousand, and the men of. 
Judah thirty thousand. 

And they siaid unto the messengers that came. Thus 
shall ye say unto the men of Jabesh -gilead. To-morrow, 
by that time the sun be hot, ye shall have help. And 
the messengers came and shewed it to the men of Ja- 
besh, and they were glad. 

TJierefore the men of Jabesh said,* To-morrow we 

wiU 
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Will come out unto you, and ye shall do with us all that 
seemeth good unto you. 

And it was so ou^the noforrow, that Saul put the peo- 
ple in three companies, and they came into the midst of 
the host in the morning watch, and slew the Ammo- 
nites, until the heat of the day : and it came to passi 
that they which remained were scattered, so that two 
of them were not left together. 

And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that 
said. Shall Saul reign oyer u&? Bring the men, that we 
may put them to death. 

And Saul said,^ There shall not a man be put to death 
tills day : for to-day the Lord hath wrought salvation 
in Israel. 

Then said Samuel to the people. Come, and let us 
go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. 

And all the people went to Gilgal, and there they 
made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal; and there 
they sacrificed sacrifices of peace-offerings before the 
Lord : and there Saul and all the men of Israel rei^ 
joiced greatly. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

To what an abject condition must the inhabitants of . 
Jabesh-gilead have been reduced! It is plain they had 
no confidence in the aidof tUe Lord, nor did they at- 
tempt to seek it,- being conscious that.as Israel had re- 
jected God, they had no claim to his assistance ; there- 
fore, in order to save their lives, they determined to 
submit to slavery. The tei-nas which Nahash proposed 
to them were of the most humiliating kind. " The 
reason he desired to have their right eyes put out, was, 
that they might be rendered incapable of fighting 
p 5 either 
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either with their bovrs and arrows, or with swords &Ad 
shields. In combat the left eye is usually covered witk 
the shield ; and in shooting with the bow, it is custo- 
inary to wink with it.'* 

As some few amongst the -Israelites were disaffected 
to Saul, he had chosen rather to return to his private 
station, after he was elected, than to be the cause of 
civil dissension; but as soon as he beheld his people in 
distress, he resolved to act as became the captain of the 
Lord's inheritance^ for he had not yet given way to 
pride and ambition, and he was instanti}' inspired with 
courage to oppose the Ammonites. Saul shewed great 
skill as well as bravery in the exertion of his authority ; 
be had now an opportunity of revenging himself on 
those who had opposed his being elected ; but with a 
true generosity and nobleness of spirit, he forgave their 
injurious treatment, and imputed his success to the 
power of the Lord ; by this moderation, he gained the 
applauses of the peop]e,who now unanimously con&entedi 
to confirm him in the kingdom. Happy would it have 
been for Saul, if he had continued to act on such prin- 
ciples ! In respect to his forbearance towards his ene« 
mies, he was highly worthy of imitation. 

SECTION LXXHL 

SAMUEL TESTIFIETH HIS INTEGRITY. 

^ From I Samuely Chap. xii. 

And Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, I have 
hearkened Mnto your voice in all that ye said unto me, 
and have made a king over you. And now, behold, 
the king walketh before you : and I am old and grey- 
headed: and behold, my sons are wfthyou: Imdlhave 
Walked before you from my childhood unto this da^r- 
* BeholS, 

Digitized by VjOOv i\^ 



( S2S y 

Behbldi' here I am, witness against me hefote ttie 
EoRDy and before his anointed: whose ox have I 
taken ? or whose ass have I taken ? or whom have I ' 
defrauded? whom have I oppressed ? or of whose hand 
have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith t 
and I will restore it to you. 

And they said^ Thou hast not defrauded us, nor op- 
pressed us, neither hast thou taken ought of any man's 
hand. 

And he said unto them, The Loan is witness against 
you, and his anointed is witness fhis day, that ye hav^ 
not found ought in my hand. And they answered, H^ 
is witness. 

And Samuel said unto the people, It is the Lord that ' 
advanced Moses and Aaron, and that brought your ffhp 
thers up out of the land of Egypt. 

Now therefore stand still that I may reason with yoa ; 
before the Lord, of all the righteous acts of the Lord 
which he did to you and to your fathers. 

When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fathers ; 
cned unto the Lord, then the Lord sent Moses and \ 
A^ron, which brought forth your fathers out of Egypt^ 
and made them dwell in this place. 

And when they forgat the Lord their God, he soW 
them into the hand of Sisera, captain of the host of 
Hazar, and into the hand of the Philistines, and int(> 
the hand of the king of Moab, and they fought against 
them. 

And they cried unta the Lord, and said. We hav^ : 
sinned, because we have forsaken the Lord, and hav^ 
served Baalim and Ashtaroth : but now deliver us out of 
the hand of our enemies, and we will serve thee. 

And the Lord sent Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and Jeph*- 
thkb, a&d Samue}^ And delivered you out pf tibaband* 
y6 rf 
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efyour eBcmlet on eveiy side, and ye dwelled lafe. 
i\nd when ye saw that Nahash the king of the childreil 
of Amnion came against you, ye said unto me, Nay; 
but a king shall reign over us : when the Lord your « 
God was your king. 

Now therefore behold the king whom ye have chosen, 
and whom ye have desired: and behold, the Lord 
hath set a king over you. 

If ye will fear the Lord, and serve him, and obey 
his voice, and not rebel against the commandment of 
the Lord, then shall both ye, and also the king tha^ 
reigneth over you, continue following the Lord your 
God. 

But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lord, but 
rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then shatt 
the hand of the Lord be against you, as it was against 
your fathers. 

Now therefore stand and see this great thing which 
the Lord will do before your eyes. 

Is it not wheat-harvest to-day ? I will call unto the 
Lord, and he shall send thunder and rain : that ye may 
perceive and see that your wickedness is great which 
ye have done in the sight of the Lord in asking you a 
king. 

So Samuel called unto the Lord, and the Lord sent 
thunder and rain that day : and all the people greatly 
feared the Lord and Samuel. 

And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy 
servants unto the Lord thy God, that we die not : for 
we have added iinto all our sms this evil to ask us a 
king. 

And Samuel said unto the people. Fear not : ye have 
done all this wickedness ; yet turn not aside from fel- 
lowing thff Lord, but serve the Lqrd with all your 

heart; 
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Iteort ; and turn ye not aside : for then should ye g# 
after vain things^ which cannot p^rofit nor deliver, for 
they are vain* 

For the Lord will not forsake his people for his 
great name's sake: because it hath pleased the Lord 
to make you his people. 

Moreover, as for me, God forbid that I should sin 
against the Lord, in ceasing to pray for you : but ( 
will teach you the good and the right way : only fear 
the LoRDi and serve him in truth with all your heart ; 
for consider how great things he hath done for you. 

Bui if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumr 
f d both ye and your king. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

By the affecting discourse which Samuel made to the 
Israelites, when he was going to resign the government 
into Saul's hands, we may learn, that he was not in- 
sensible to the indignity they had put upon him, after 
so many years faithful services ; he therefore required, 
for Uie sake of his reputation, that if they had any 
crime to alledge against him, they would accuse him to 
his face, that he might have an opportunity of vindi- 
cating himself: they could do no less than bear an ho- 
nourable testimony to the whole of his conduct, which 
had been regulated by the strictest rules of integrity 
and justice. Samuel left it to their consciences to re* 
proach them^ for deserting him in his old age, and pro- 
ceeded to instruct them in their duty. 

The Israelites were now rejoicing before God with 
their king, and as Saul's first act of royal power had 
been blessed with success, they might think there was 
no harm in their having desired to have a king : Samuel 
iherefore called to mind the various successes they had 
^ experienced 
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experienced under the immediate direction of theLoKC^ 
and assured them that, if they wished for happiness^^ 
they must still place their whole dependance on theit 
heavenly King, and then their new king might prove a 
blessing to them ; but to shew that the Lord was really 
displeased with them, a miraculous sign was given ; thil 
brought the people to a. sense of their sin, and they 
were glad to implore Samuel to intercede for their par- 
don, who assured them, of his willingness to instruct' 
them in their duty, and of his earnest prayers for their 
welfare ; and comforted them under their present fears, . 
in the name of the Lord, with promises, that if they 
would abstain from idolatry, and kept stedfast in the 
way of God's commandments, the Lord would still 
continue to bless both them and their king ; but he 
warned them at the same time, that if they did mck* 
edltfy they tvotdd be consumed. 

Samuel's instructions to Saul and the Israelites are 
suitable to^ all Icings^ and all people. An observance of 
the rules he prescribes, will infallibly bring prosperity 
and happiness on any nation. The violation of them 
will as certainly provoke the Lord to send down His 
judgments* A proper consideration of the numberless' 
national and private blessings v/hich are bestowed by 
the bountiful hand of Providence, will furnish the best 
motive for obedience. Let us then, as Samuel advised 
the Israelites, " consider how great things the Lord . 
has done for us, that we may fear Him, and serve Him 
in truths with all our heart ; and n^ver turn aside after . 
▼ain things that cannot profit nor deliver.!' 
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SECTION LXXIV, 

SAUL 07FERETH A SACRIFICE — SAMUEL REPROVETflT 
HIM» 

Front 1 Samuel, Chap. xiii. 

Saul reigned one year ; and when he had reigned 
two years over Israel, Saul chose him three thousand 
men of Israel; whereof two thousand were with Saul 
in Michmash and in mount Beth-el, and a thousand 
were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin : and the 
rest of the people he sent every man to his tent. 

And Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistine* 
that was in Geba : and the Philistines heard of it. And 
Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying. 
Let the Hebrews hear. 

And all Israel heard say that Saul had smitten a gar- 
rison of the Philistines, and that Israel was had in abo- 
mination with the Philistines. And the people were 
called together after Saul to Gilgal. 

And the Philistines gathered themselves together to 
fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots, and six thou- 
sand horsemen and people as the sand which is on tlie 
sea-shore in multitude : and they came up, and pitched 
in Michmash eastward from Beth-aven. 

When the men of Israel saw that they were in a 
strait (for the people were distressed) then the people 
did hide themselves in caves, and in thickets, and in 
rocks, and in high places, and in pits. 

And some of the Hebrews went over Jordan to the 
land of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul he was yet iti 
Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. 

And he tarried seven days, according to the set time 

that Samuel appointed : but Samuel came not to Gil* 

gal ; and the people were scattered from him.' 

And 
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And Saul said, Bring hither a burnt^ofiering to me, 
and peace-offerings. And he offered the burnt-ofier- 
ing. 

And it came to pass, that as soon -as he had made 
an end of offering the burnt-offering, behold, Samuel 
came : and Saul went out to meet him that he might 
salute hfm. 

And Samuel said, What hast thou done ? And Saul 
said. Because I saw that the people were scattered from 
me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed, 
and that the Philistines gathered themselves together to 
Michmash ; Therefore, said I, tlie Philistines will come 
4own now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made sup- 
plication unto the Lord : I forced myself therefore, and 
offered a burnt-offering. 

And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: 
thou hast not kept the commandment of the Lord thy 
God which he commanded thee ; for now would the 
Lord have established thy kingdom upon Israel for 
ever. 

But now thy kingdom shall not continue : the Lord 
hath sought him a man afler his own heart, and the 
Lord hath commanded him to be captain over his peo- 
ple, because thou hast not kept that which the Lorp 
commanded thee. 

And Samuel arose and gat him up from Gilgal unto 
Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul numbered the people 
that were present with him, about six hundred men. 

And Saul and Jonathan his son, and the people that 
were present with them, abode in Gibeah of Benjamin: 
but the Philistines encamped in Michmash. 

And the spoilers came out of the camp of the Phi- 
listines in three companies : one company turned unto 
the way that leadeth to Ophrah, unto the land of Shual: 
and another company turned the way to Beth-horon: 

and 
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and another company turned to the valley of Zeboira 
toward the wilderness. 

Now there was no smith found throughout all the 
land of Israel : for the Philistines had said, Lest the He- 
brews make them swords or spears. 

But all the Israelites went" down to the Philistines to 
sharpen every man his share^ and his coulter, and his 
ax, and his mattock. 

Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the 
coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to 
sharpen the goads. 

So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there 
was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any 
of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan : but 
with Saul and with Jonathan his son was there found. 

And the garrison of the Philistines went out to the 
passage of Miclimash. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Saul's conduct in respect to disbanding his army was 
both impolitic and impious, for he had received no 
commandment of the Lord to do so : Jonathan his son 
was a person of gireat bravery, but in smiting a garrison 
of the Philistines he was guilty of a very rash action : 
it is supposed he did it at his father's command, and 
that it was a breach of some treaty between Israel and 
the Philistines ; which so enraged the latter, that they 
thirsted for revenge. When the enemy had a vast army 
ready, Saul began to collect forces to oppose them ; but 
we find his troops had no heart to the combat, and 
expressed the utmost consternation and despair. As 
Samuel was absent, they knew not how to have re- 
course to the Lord ; and without an assurance of the 
Divine assistance, their ^irits sunk within them. 

It appears to have been a rule established by Divine 

authority, 
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authorky, that the king should wait seven days without 
engaging in any important undertaking, till the pro- 
phet of the Loan should arrive: Samuel had publicly 
declared, that the condition of Saul's establishment on 
the throne, was, hisjeanng God, and obeying his com" 
mands; and that if he rebelled against the Lord, he 
should be consumed. Saul, regardless of this, in the first 
instance he had of shewing his obedience, determined 
to act for himself, as if the Lord was subject to his 
will, and he had a right to expect an answer from Him 
by any means he himself chose ; he therefore, though 
he was neither priest nor prophet, presumed to offer sap 
crifices *, contrary to the law of Moses. By this pre- 
cipitate step, Saul highly provoked God, and forfeited 
his right to the crown. When Samuel reproved him». 
Saul began to justify himself by false and mean excuses^ 
which proved that f he knew he had behaved wrong ; 
and his whol6 conduct shews, that he intended to act 
in an arbitrary manner, independent of God and his 
prophet, therefore he was threatened to be rejected by 
the Lord* Though Saul's crime may appear at first a 
very trifling matter, we may be certain from the heavy 
displeasure of God, that it proceeded from the worst 
motives. He acted as an independent Sovereign^ not aft 
Captain of the hoRi>'& inheritance. 

The Philistines, ii^ their former conquests, having 
captured all the smiths, and prevented their return, the 
Israelites were ill-furnished to contend with such mighty, 
armies, having no weapons beside their utensils for. 
husbandry, excepting bowa and arrows, slings and 
atones, with which some of them were very expertf 

It is supposed]: that Uiere is ai^ error ia the transia* 

i'. ' * 
* Namb. xviik 7. 
tChandler'sXife of King^ David. j; fiuajr for a new Translation. 
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ticra, respecting the number of chariots whfch the Phi- 
listines are said to have had, and that ins<?ead oithirtt^ 
thousand chariots, they had only three thousand. 

From this part of sacred history we should learn, that 
it is our duty to obey all the ordinances of God, to 
honour his ministers, and never to invade the priestly 
offices* 

SECTIO^NT LXXV. 

SAUL'S iNTBEDicTiON'— Jonathan's danger* 

From 1 Samuel, Chap, xiv. 

Whilst Saul and his little army remained in a state 
of suspense, fearful of attacking the Philistines, yet un- 
willing to flee from them, his son Jonathan, who had . 
not only a considerable sh^e of natural courage, but 
great faith in God, was impatient for action : but as be 
had not received orders from Saul, he could not march 
his forces to battle ; he therefore proposed to his aih. 
noour-bearer to mako an experiment,, hy which he 
should discover whether the Lckkd would be with them 
or not: this was to ^ew themselves to the Philistines 
from the rock ; and if they ^lould say^ conte up ta uSf he 
should regard it as a s^n that the Lord approved big 
zeal, and would exert His Divine power ; which could 
render one man equal to an host, as the Lord could save 
hy many or by few. His armour-bearer agreed to the 
proposal, and they received the very sign they wished 
for ; upon which they climbed the rock, and, confident 
of the aid of the LorD| they immediately attacked the 
Philistines ; who, seized wkh sudden fear^ fell before* 
them. There was at the same time an earthquake^ 
and the Philistines, in the utmost confusion, destroyed 
each other, turning every man hi& sword against hk 

fcUowi 
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fellow; so that the care they had taken to prevent thr 
Israelites having any swords proved inefiectual. 

Saul being apprized by the watchman that there was 
a slaughter amongst the enemy, began numbering his 
troops ; when to his astonishment, none were missing 
but Jonathan and his armour-bearer. Saul had with 
him in the camp a priest named Ahiah, of the houseof 
Eli, whom he had, as is supposed, sent for when Sa- 
muel left him, and Ahiah had brought the ark with 
him ; the king therefore desired the priest to enquire 
of God, for he found himself quite at a loss what course 
to take. Before the priest had done so, he heard the 
shouting in the camp of the enemy, and understood that 
the Lord fought for Israel ; upon this, the king gave 
immediate command for his troops to follow him, and 
hastened to the combat ; which he pursued with such 
fury, that there was a great slaughter of the enemy; 
many who had deserted him, returned to their duty, 
and those who had hid themselves came forth to joia 
him, so the Lord saved Isrctel that day^ 

Saul being apprehensive that the people^ on finding 
plenty of provisions in the enemy'd^ camp, would be 
tempted to stay and feast themselves, instead ef pursu- 
ing the victory, gave a severe order, that none should 
touch any kind of food t^iat day on pain of death,; and 
bound himself with an oath to put it in execution. Jo- 
nathan and his armour-bearer were absent when thii 
curse was denounced, and marching their army through 
a wood, in which there was such plenty of honey that 
it even dropped on the ground, Jonathan took up a 
little upon the end of his staff, which refreshed him 
exceedingly, after the great fatigue he had undergone. 
He was then informed of his father^s oath, of which 
the people were so observant, that though extremely 
&int, not one ventured to indulge his appetite. Jona^ 

than 
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-than remarked how unreasonable his father*s conduct 
was, since the troops might have extended their con- 
quests, if their strength had been renewed by a little 
nourishment. 

In the evening, when the restraint was tdken off, 
the people were so eager for food, that they had not 
patience to stay till their meat was dressed ; but, con- 
trary to their law, and like a set of savage barbarians^ 
they began to devour their food whilst the blood ran. 
When Saul was informed of it, he commanded that 
they should, for the future, kill their cattle at a place 
appoinled by him : the people immediately complied. 
On this occasiop, Saul built an altar, that he might 
offer sacrifice, either by way of atonement for the peo- 
ple's sin, or in acknowledgment of the late victory. 
He then desired to renew the pursuit of the Philistines: 
but the priest proposed that they should first enquire of 
God : he accordingly did so, but received no answer* 
Saul, unwilling to suppose himself in any fault, imme- 
diately concluded that ther^ was some in the camp who 
had incurred his curse by eating food ; he therefore 
made a rash vow that the offender should be put to 
death, even if it were Jonathan his son. The people 
would make no discovery; on which he proceeded to 
cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonathan, who readily 
confessed, that being overcome with faintness, he had 
pasted a little honey, not knowing of his father's inter* 
diction. Saul, instead of expressing that grief which a 
discovery like this would naturally occasion in the 
breast of an afiectionate father, and without one ex- 
pression of tenderness and regret, condemned him to 
instant death ; saying, God do so to me, and more ako; 
but thou shalt surely die, Jonathan^ The people how- 
ever rescued him, for they were resolved that this va- 
Jiant prince, who had been so eminently distinguished 

by 
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b> the favour of tbe Lord, in th^t day's sigtial victory^ 
fihould not be put to death for an offence which he liad 
Ignorantly committed ; not doubting but that the Lord 
would accept an atonement for his sin, if it were one. 
Am for Saul, he certainly had exposed himself to the 
curse of God, and it afterwards fell upon him. 



SECTION LXXVL . 

SAMUEL SENDETH SAUL TQ DESTROY THE AMALE- 
KITES — HE SPARETH THE KING AND THE BEST OF 
THE SPOIL — HE IS REJECTED BY GOD FOR HIS DIS* 
OSEBIENCE. 

From 1 Samuel^ Chap. xv. 

Then Saul went up from following the Philistines : 
and the Philistines went to their own place. 

So Saul took the kingdom oyer Israel, and fought 
against all his enemies on every side, against Moab, and 
against the children of Ammon, and against Edom, and 
against the kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines : 
and whithersoever he turned himself he vexed them. 

*And there was sore war against the Philistines all 
the days of Saul : and when Saul saw any strong man, 
or any valiant man, he took him unto him. 

Samuel also said unto Saul, The Lord sent me to 
anoint thee to bei king over his people, over Israel ; now 
therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of 
the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I remember that 
which Amaiek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him 
in the way when be came up from Egypt. 

Now 
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Now go and smite Amalek and utterly destroy all 
that they have^ and spare them not ; but slay both man 
«nd woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel 
and ass; 

And Saul gathered the people together and number- 
ed them in Telaim, two hundred thousand footmen, 
and ten thousand men of Judah. 

And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and laid wait in 
the valley. 

And Saul said unto the Kenites, Go, depart, get ye 
down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you 
with them : for ye shewed kindness to all the children 
of Israel when they came up out of Egypt. So the 
Kenites departed from among the Atnal^kites. 

And Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah, until 
thou comest to Shur, that is over against Egypt. 

And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, 
and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of 
the sword. 

But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best 
ef the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and 
the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly 
destroy them : but every thing that was vile and refuse, 
that they destroyed utterly. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto Samuel, say- 
ing, It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king ; 
for he is turned back from following me, and hath not 
performed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel: 
and he cried unto the Lord all night. 

And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the 
morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Car- 
mel, and, behold, he set him up a place, and is gone 
about and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal. 

And Samuel came to Saul, and. Saul said unto him. 

Blessed 
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Blessed be thou of the Lord : I have performed the 
commandment of the Lord. 

And Samuel said^ What mcaneth then this bleating 
of the sheep in mine ears^ and the lowing of the oxen 
which I hear? And Saul said, They have brought them 
from the Amalekites : for the people spared the best of 
the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice unto the Lord 
thy God, and the rest we have utterly destroyed. 

Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell 
thee what the Lord hatli said to me this night. And 
he said unto him, Say on. 

And Samuel said. When thou wast little in thine 
own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of 
Israel, and the Lord anointed thee king over Israel ? 
And the Lord sent thee on a journey, and said. Go, 
and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and 
fight against them until they be consumed. 

Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the 
Lord, but didst fiy upon the spoil, and didst evil in the 
wght of tlie Lord ? And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, 
I have obeyed the voice of the Loud, and have gone 
the way which the Lord sent me, and have brought 
Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed 
the Amalekites. 

But the people took of the spoil, sheep, and oxen, the 
chief of the things which should have been utterly 
destroyed, to sacrifice unto the Loud thy God in 
Gilgal. 

And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in 
burnt-offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of 
the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice; 
and to hearken, than the fat of rams. 

For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, aud stub- 
bornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast 
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Rejected the word of the Lord, he also hath rejected 
thee from being king. 

.And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned; fori 
have transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and 
thy words: because I feared the people, and obeyed 
their voice. 

Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn 
again with me, that I may worship the Lord, 

And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with 
thee : for thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, and 
the Lord hath rejected thee from being king over 
Israel. 

And as Samuel turned' about to go away, he laid 
hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. 

And Samuel said unto him, the Lord hath rent the 
kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given 
it to a neighbour of thine that is better than thou. 

And also the strength of Israel will not lie nor re- 
pent : for he is not a man that he sliould repent. 

Then he said I have sinned : yet honour me now, I 
pray thee, before the elders of my people, and before 
Israel, and turn again with me, that I may worship the 
Lord thy God. 

So Samuel turned again after Saul : and Saul wor- 
shipped the Lord. 

Then said iSamuel, Bring ye hither to me Agag the 
king of the Amalekites. And Agag came unto him 
delicately. And Agag said, Surely the bitterness of 
death is past. 

And fcamuel said. As thy sword hath made women 
childless, so shall thy mother be childless among wo- 
men. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before the 
Lord in Gilgal. 

Then Samuel went to Ramah ; and Saul went up to 
his house to Gibeah of Saul. 

VOL. II. Q ANNOTA. 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Amalekites were a people who originally de- 
«cended fi-om Amalek the son of Eliphaz, Esau's first- 
born ; they had, it seems, been driven out from the 
land of Edom, and suddenly sprang up into a great 
and powerful nation. Though the true religion must 
have been known amongst them, they gradually lost it, 
ig:id became abominable idolaters. 

We read in a former section, that when the children 
of Israel were advanced a little way on their journey 
towards the land of Canaan, the Amalekites attacked 
them in their rear, without any provocation, whilst they 
were feeble, faint, and weary ; aiid that this action pro- 
ceeded from defiance of God, and was so heinous a sin, 
that the Lord commanded Moses to record in a boohf 
and rehearse in the ears of the people^ that Joshua had 
defeated them by the aid of the Lord ; xnho tvould have 
toar with Amalekjrom generation to generatiouy and ut' 
terly destroy them *. The Lord knew what the Ama- 
lekites 'would do in future ; that the whole race of them 
would be addicted to the same crimes, and deserve the 
like punishment ; and that all the wonders he sliould 
work would have no effect on them, but that they 
would still continue to defy his poxver, and resist Jus 
will ; and that they would be objects of Tyhtinejusticet 
and not of mercy ^ he therefore passed condemnation 
upon them in the beginning, but delayed the threat- 
ened judgment till they had committed the sins he 
foreknew they would be guilty ofl . There are several 
instances of the Amalekites endeavouring to defeat the 
Divine designs in favour of Israel ; particularly in the 
days of Ehud, Gideon, and Jephthahrfor they feared 

* Exod. xvii. 14, 16. 
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fiot God, but their hand fvas li/ied uy against the throng 
(or authority) of the l^oRJi. 

The time was now arrived which the Lord had ap* 
pointed for the destruction of the Amalekites, and Saul 
was chosen as the instrument of Divine vengeance 
upon them. He received particular directions from th^ 
prophet of the Lord to extirpate them entirely; and 
as Captain of the Lord's inheritance^ it was his duty to 
pay implicit obedience to the divine command ; but we 
find he did not, and when Samuel reproached him, he 
pretended that he reserved the best of the spoil out of 
a principle of devotion. Saul's sin was as great at 
witchcraft, (for endeavouring to procure the assistance 
of evil spirits), because it implied disbelief and defiance 
efGoD. And as he had presumed to rebel against the 
Lord, and set the Lord's people so bad an example, 
he was unworthy to govern them. 

Saul professed to be very penitent ; but there is 
reason to suppose his repentance was not sincere : for 
he attributed what he had done to fear of the people ; 
when it is evident, frqm the preceding part of his hh* 
tory, that he ruled them with the most arbitrary sway : 
and it appears, that he was more solicitous to maintain 
his own dignity, and to be treated with respect by 
SsUnuel, than to obtain the pardon of God : in short, 
we may be sure that he was not heartily sorry for his 
fault, and disposed to amend it, or he would not have 
been treated with so much rigour. 

It is said that Samuel hewed A gag in pieces before 
THE Lord. This action of the prophet appears very 
inconsistent with the mildness of his character; in 
order to reconcile it, we must consider the difference be- 
tween God's people and idolaters. The formet\ in ac- 
knowledgment that their lives were forfeited hi/ their 
sinsy oflEered the sacrifices appointed by the Lo k d, which 
Q ^ were 
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Sere accepted, and on account of their repent ance^fait^ 
and willingtieiss to ohey^ ' God was reconciled to them. 
The people of the idolatrous nations repeatedly com- 
niitted presumptuous sins ; so far from wishing to be 
reconciled to God, they despised His power j resisted His 
uiily and scorned His mercy ^ and no atonement could 
be made for them for want of that repentance Bnd faith 
which gave efficacy to all sacrifices ; and God had 
an undoubted right to require their lives by any means 
that seemed proper to His infinite wisdom. His pecu- 
liar people the Israelites, were appointed to extirpate 
these sinners, and whenever they did so, they might be 
said to slay them befohe the Lord, (or, out of regard 
to the will of the Lord, not on their own account.) 
So we see that Samuel, if he had even killed Agag with 
his own hands, only did that in Gilgal which Saul 
ought to have done in the Jield of battle ; and had he 
permitted Agag to live, he would have been an accom- 
plice with Saul in his disohedience. Learned authors 
suppose, from the evident meaning of similar passages, 
that Samuel only commanded Agag to be slain. 

We learn from Samuel's reproof to Saul, that a care- 
ful conformity to the divine commandments will re- 
commend us more to God than any ceremonial ob* 
servances; at the same time we are not to omit the 
latter, for they are the appointed means for testifying 
our faith and obedience. 

It has been repeatedly observed, that when the in- 
spired writers make use of the expression, God repented^ 
it is not to be understood ^s implying a change in God, 
but only in His dispensations ; and the prophet Samuel 
confirms this idea ; for he positively declares, that the 
Lord does not change His purposes like men. We are 
not however to infer, from the invariableness of the 
Supreme Being that prayer and repentance have no 

efficacy ; 
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efftcacy: on the contrary we find, from many pa^^sages 
of Scripture, that as it is by those we honour God, sp 
they are the appointed means for obtaining mercy and 
averting evil. 

SECTION LXXVII. 

DAVID ANOINTED BY SAMUEL — SAUL SFXDETII FOR 
HIM TO QUIET THE EVIL SPIItlT. 

^ From 1 Samuel, Chap, xv, xvi. 

And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day 
of his death : nevertheless, Samijel mourned for Saul : 
and the Loao repented that he had made Saul king 
over Israel. 

And the Lord said unto Samuel how long wilt thou 
mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reign- 
ing over Israel ? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will 
send thee to Jesse the Beth-lehemite : for I have pro- 
vided me a king among his sons. 

And Samuel said, How can I go ? If Saul hear it, he 
will kill me. And the Lord said, Take an. heifer with 
thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the Lord ; and 
call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what 
thou shalt do; and thou, shalt anoint unto me him 
whom I name unto thee. 

And Samuel did "that which the Lord spake, and 
came to Beth-lehem. And the elders of the town 
trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peace- 
ably I and he said. Peaceably : I am come to sacrifice 
unto the Lord : sanctify yourselves, and come with 
me to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his . 
sons, and called them to the sacrifice. 

And it came to pass when they were come, that he 
looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the Lord's anointed 
Is before himc 

Q 3 But: 
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But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his 
countenance, or on the height of his stature ; because 
1 have refused him. For the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth ; for man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass be- 
fore Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the Lord 
chosen this. 

Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, 
Neither hath the Lord chosen this. 

Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before 
Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, the Lord hath 
not chosen these. 

And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy chil- 
dren ? And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, 
and behold he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said 
unto Jesse, send and fetch him : for we will not sit 
down till he come hither. 

And he sent and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and 
goodly to look to. And the Lord said. Arise, anoint 
him : for tliis is he. 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him 
in the midst of his l^rethren, and the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon David from that day fprward. So Samuel 
rose up, and went to Ramah. 

But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and 
an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him. 

And Saul's servants said unto him. Behold now an 
evil spirit from God troubleth thee. 

Let our lord command now thy servants, which are 
before thee, to seek out a man who is a cunning player 
on a harp : and it shall come to pass when the^ evil 
spirit from God is upon thee, that he shall play with 
his hand, and thou shalt be well. 

And 
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And Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a 
man that can play well, and bring him to me. 

Then answered one of the servants and said, Behold, 
I have seen a son of Jesse the Beth-Iehemite, that is 
cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a 
man of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely 
person, and the Lord is with him. 

Wherefore Saul sent messc^ngers unto Jesse, and said. 
Send me David thy son, which is with the sheep. 

And Jesse took an ass laden with bread and a bottle 
of wine, and a kid, and sent them by David his son 
tinto SauL 

And David came to Saul and stood before him : and 
he loved him greatly, and he became his armour^* 
bearer. 

And Saul s6nt to Jesse, saying, Let David, I pray 
thee, stand before thee : for he hath found favour in 
my sight. 

And it came to pass when the evil spirit from God 
^as upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played 
with his hand : So Saul was refreshed, and was well, 
and the evil spirit departed from him. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Tho.ugh Samuel came no more to visit Saul, yet, like 
h good man, he lamented to see that the king was like* 
ly to bring a curse, instead of a blessing, upon himself 
and his people: and he earnestly prayed to God in his 
behalf, and carried his grief to such a length, that 
God reproved him for it. 

As it pleased God that David should undergo a 
variety of trials before he ascended the throne, it was 
necessary that he should be anointed privately, lest 
jthose who were discontented with. Saul's government, 
might make it a pretence to dethrone. him; and it was 
Q 4 not 
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not intended that David should reign till Saul was 
dead ; though he was from that time Captain qf th^ 
Lord's inheritance. 

Samuel, as a prophet, had a right to offer sacrifices; 
he therefore might conceal his principal view in going 
to Bethlehem, as it did not concern the public to be 
made acquainted with it at that time, and the declara,- 
tion of it would have raised great commotions in the 
kingdom. The Bethlehemites were alarmed at Samuel's 
visit, fearing that he came to reprove them for sin, and 
to denounce some judgment against them. 

If Samuel anointed David in the midst of his bre- 
thren, it is likely they did not rightly understand the 
meaning of the ceremony, but might suppose that he 
was appointed to the prophetic office ; had they known 
that David was to reign over them, they would pro- 
bably have divulged the secret, and been still more cQ' 
vious of him than they were. 

We find David was considered as a person of little 
consequence by his family, for they did not send for 
him to the sacrifice. He was a youth of a most amiable 
disposition and great piety; and it is supposed that 
whilst he was looking after his flocks, he sang the 
praises of the Lord ; but he could not have had a very 
liberal education, for the Jews in general contented 
themselves with instructing their children in the law 
of Moses 2 neither had he learnt the graces of conver- 
sation, by mixing with society ; but as he was chosen 
to be the future king of Israel, the Lor]> sent his Spirit 
upon him, which immediately supplied every defect. 
David joyfully received this invaluable gift, and re- 
solved to submit himself to the guidance of the Lord. 
He sometimes deviated from this wise resolution, which 
involved him in distress; but whenever he availed 
himself of the high privilege he enjoyed, by seeking 

the. 
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the Lord with humility, and faith in his promises^ lie 
met with supernatural aid, and he was a sublime poet, 
a great warrior, a persuasive orator, and a prophet. As 
an earnest that he should be endued with strength and 
courage to overcome the enemies of Israel, David was 
enabled to defend his tender sheep and lambs from the 
furious ravages of a lion and a bear, and to kill them 
both, though he had no other weapon but his shepherd's 
crook. 

While David in his humble station was thus favoured 
of the Lord, Saul on his throne was suffering all the 
torments of despair. The Lord had forsaken and re- 
jected him on account of his impiety, and his mind 
became a prey to the blackest melancholy, and subject 
to violent emotions of anger and cruelty^ jealousy and 
fear ; so that at time& he was transported to madness ; 
nay, it is said an evil spirit from Me Lord troubled him. 
We are told, in several parts of Scripture *, that the 
Devil, and the rest of the fallen angels, are ever on the 
watch to suggest evil thoughts, and draw men into sin . 
unless they be watchful ; and that their suggestions ane 
always contrary to the command of' God, But that 
evil spirits can do nothing without God's permission^ 
though they are sometimes left at liberty to afflict those ^ 
who are incorrigibly wicked; particularly, such per- 
sons asTesist the Holy Spirit-, of which number was 
Saul. We read, that on his being. anointed by Sa- 
muel, Saul's heart tioas changed^ and he hecame another 
man; but we find that he soon despised the Lord, and 
chose to act agreeably to the dictates of ^i$ otc;/ pcr^- - 

r 
• Matt. xiii. 19. Eph. vi. if. Jatne* it. 7. 1 Peter v. 8,^. 
2 Cor. xi. 3. J^ukc xxU. $. Joha xiii 2, 27. AcU y.J3... 
2 Cor, ii. 11, 
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iionsy instead of intreatlng the Lord to continue to 
direct him in the right way; it therefore appears a 
very just punishment^ that he should be deprived of 
the gift he had refected, which would have enabled 
him to' overcome all base inclinations and evil sugges- 
tionsy and would have restored bis mind to peace and 
serenity. 

The power of music to compose the passions is very 
great) and that of David must have been particularly 
efficacious, as we may sdppose he accompanied his harp 
with his voice, and sang some of those sublinae Psalms, 
the bare reading of which, at this distance of time, will 
sooth affliction, banish despair, and animate the heart 
to aspire after heavenly joys: no wonder, therefore, that 
such Divine accents should drive away the evil spirit, to 
whom the praises of God must have been hateful : or 
that Saul's mind should be composed byjsuch a remedy, 
e8|)ecially as the Lord directed David in the application 
of it. 

David was represented to Saul not only as a skilfUl 
musician, but as a man of valour, this being the greatest 
recommendation to his favour ; for tvhen Said sato am/ 
strong man or any valiant man^ he took him unto him*. 
David's exploits in killing the lion and the. bear bad 
doubtless raised his fame ; and being of so extraordi- 
nary a nature, they were attributed by those who knew 
them to the assistance of the Lord ; especially, as the 
great endowments which David possessed could no 
otherwise be accounted for, than by supposing that the 
Lord U)as with him. 

The present which Jesse sent was a token of loyalty ; 
and perhs^s it might be at David's desire, to testify dutt 
it was his wish to pay allegiance to his sovereign. 

• Sec ppge SS4. 
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Saul must have felt himself greatly indebted to the 
kind hand that was instrumental to his relief; and 
to do David honour he might appoint him his ar^ 
mour-bearer, which was at that time a merely nomi- 
nal place, as there was no war. Princes and generals 
in those days had a number of such persons attending on 
them ; some bore the shield, some the target and spear^ 
others bucklers and swords ; of these armour-bearers 
Saul seems to have had 2000, and his son Jonathan • 
1000. 

When the purpose which David was sent for was 
answered, he ^vas glad to return to his humble station,, 
and leave a corrupt court for that blest retreat, where, > 
free from temptation, he could meditate on Divine sub- 
jects, and prepare his mind for the future government - 
of the kingdom. 

From the Lord's reproof to Samuel, we learn that 
it is wrong to grieve beyond measure for the misfor- 
tunes that fall upon wicked people. We may pray ^r. 
them, and use our utmost endeavours to reclaim them ; 
but we should acquiesce without repining, in the dis- 
pensations of Providence towards them. 

This section also teaches us the necessity of guarding: 
ouir minds from every sin ; since our most secret thoughts ^ 
are not hidden from the Lord, and He values people 
according to the goodness of their hearts. It likewise 
admonishes us not to esteem onr fellow creatures merely 
for their beauty or outward accomplishment, or to de- 
spise any one for want of these superficial advantages* 
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SECTION LXXVIII. 

GOLIATH THE CHAMPION OF THE PHILISTINES DB- 
FIETH THE ARMIES OF ISRAEL — DAVID SLAYETH 
HIM. 

From 1 Samuel^ Chap, xvii. 

Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to 
battle^ and were gathered together at Shochoh, which 
belongeth to Judah, and pitched between Shochoh and 
Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 

And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered tog^ 
ther, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and set the 
battle in array against the Philistines. 

And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the one 
side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other side: 
and there was a valley between thetn. 

And there went out a champion out of the camp of 
the Philistines, named Goliath of Gath, whose height 
was six cubits and a span. 

And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he 
was armed with a coat of mail ; and the weight of the 
coat was five thousand shekels of brass. 

And he had greaves of brass upon his legs> and a 
target of brass between his shoulders. 

And the staflP of his spear was like a weaver's beam ; 
and his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of 
iron : and one bearing a shield went before him. 

And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel^ 
and said unto them/ Why are ye come out to set your 
battle in array ? am not I a Philistine^ and you servants 
to Saul ? choose you a man for you, and let him come 
down to me. If he be able to fight with me, and to 
jkxll me, then will we be your servants ; but if I prevail 

against 
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against him> and kill bim^ then shall ye be our serTantsr^ 
and serve us. 

And the Philistines said, I defy the armies of Israel 
this day : give me a man that we may fight together. 

When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the 
Philistine^ they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Beth- 
lehem-Judahy whose name was Jesse, and he had eight 
sons ; and the man went among men for an old man in 
the days of Saul. 

And the three eldest sons of Jesse went and followed 
Saul to the battle : and the names of his three sons that 
went to the battle, were Eliab the first born ; and next 
unto him, Abinadab : and the third Shammah. 

And David was the youngest : and the three eldest 
followed Saul. 

But David went and returned from Saul, to feed his 
father's sheep^ at jBeth-Iehem. 

And the Philistine drew near morning and evenings 
and presented himself forty days* 

And Jesse said unto David his son. Take now for 
thy brethren an ephah of this parched corn, and these ten 
loaves, and run to the camp to thy brethren ; and carry 
these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, 
and look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge^ 
Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were 
in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 

And David rose up early in the morning, and left the 
sheep with the keeper, and took, and went as Jesse had 
commanded him ; and he came to the trench as the 
host was going forth to the fight, and shouted for the 
biatle4 for Israel and the Philistines had put the battle 
in array, army against army. 

And David left bis carriage In the hand of the keeper 

of 
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of the carriage, and ran into the army, and came asd 
saluted his brethren. 

And as he talked with them, behold there came up 
the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, 
out of the armies of the Philistines, and spake according 
to the same words: and David heard them. 

And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, 
fled from him, and were sore afraid. 

And the men of Israel said. Have ye seen this man 
that is come up ? surely ,to defy Israel is he come up. 
And it shall be that the man who killeth him, the king 
will enrich him with great riches, and will give him his 
daughter, and make his father's house free in Israel. 

And David spake to the men that stood by him, say- 
ing, What shall be done to the man that killeth this 
Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel ? 
for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should 
defy the armies of the living God ? And the people 
answered him after this manner, saying, So shall it be 
done to the man that killeth him. 

And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake 
unto the men ; and Eliab's anger was kindled against 
David, and he said. Why camest thou down hither? 
and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the 
wilderness ? I know thy pride and the naughtiness of 
thine heart, for thou art come down that thou mightest 
see the battle. 

And David said, What have I now done ? Is there 
not a cause ? And he turned from him towards another, 
and spake after the same manner. And the people an* 
swered him again after the former manner. 

And when the words were heard wjiich David spake, 

they rehearsed them before Saul. And he sent for him. 

And David said unto Saul, Let no man's heart fail 

because 



d by Google 



( S51 ) 

because of bim ; thy servant will go and fight with this 
Philistine. 

And Saul said to David, thou art not able to go 
against this Philistine, to fight with him ; for thou art 
but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. 

And David said unto Saul, thy servant kept his fa- 
ther's sheep, and there came a lion and a bear, and 
took a lamb out of the flock : and I went out after him, 
and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth : and 
when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, 
and smote him, and slew him. 

Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this 
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing 
be hath defied the armies of the living God. 

David said moreover, The Lord that delivered me 
out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the 
bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philis- 
tine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the Lord 
be with thee. 

And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put 
an helmet of brass upon his head, and he also armed 
him with a coat of mail. 

And David girded his sword upon his armour, aild 
he assayed to go ; for he had not proved it. And Da. . 
vid said unto Saul, I cannot go with these : for I have 
not proved them. And David put them off him. 

And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five 
smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a 
shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip ; and his 
sling was iu his hand: and be drew near to the 
Philistine. 

And the Philistine came on and drew near unto Da- 
vid; and the man that bare the shield went before him. 

And when the Philistine looked about and saw Da- 
vid, 
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vFd, he disdained him; for he was but a youth, and 
ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 

And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that 
thou comest to me with staves? and the Philistine 
cursed David by his gods. 

And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I 
will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the 
beasts of the field. 

Then said David to the Philistine, thou comestto 
me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: 
but I come to thee in the nanfie of the Lord of hosts, 
the Gojy of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied- 
This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand, 
and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee : 
and 1 will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines 
this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild 
beasts of the earth ; that all the earth may know that 
there is a God in Israel. And all this assembly shall 
know that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear; 
for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into 
our hands. 

And it came to pass when the Philistine arose, and 
came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, 
and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. And 
David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, 
and slung it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, 
that the stone sunk into his forehead : and he fell upon 
his face to the earth. 

So David prevailed over the Philistine with a slii^ 
and with a stone, and smote the Philistine and slew 
him ; but there was no sword in the hand of David. . 

Therefore David ran and stood upon the Philistine, and 
took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, 
and slew him and cut off his head therewith* And when 
ihe Philistines Kaw their champion was dead, they fled. 

And 
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And the men of Israel and Judah arose^ and shouted, 
and pursued the Philistines, until thou come to the val- 
ley, and to the gate of Ekron. And tlie wounded of 
the Philistines fell down by the way to Shaaraim, even 
unto Gath, and unto Ekron. 

And the children of Israel returned from chasing the 
Philistines, and they spoiled their tents. 

And David took the head of the Philistine, and 
brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his armour in his 
tent. 

And when Saul saw David go forth against the Phi. 
Jistine, he said unto Abner the captain of the host, 
Abner, whose son is this youth ? And Abner said. As 
thy soul liveth, O king, I cannot tell. 

And the king said> Enquire thou whose son thit 
stripling is. 

And as David returned from the slaughter of the 
Philistines, Abner took him and brought him before 
Saul, with the head of the Philistine in his hand. 

And Saul said to him, Whose son art thou, thou 
young man ? And David answered, I am the son of 
thy servant Jesse, the Beth lehemite. 

And it came to pass when he bad made an end of 
speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit 
with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his 
own soul. 

And Saul took him that day, and would let him go 
no more home to his father's house. 

Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because 
he loved him as his own soul. ' 

And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was 
upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments even 
to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. 

And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, 
and behaved himself wisely : and Saul set him over the 

men 
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men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the 
people, and also in the sight of Saul's servants. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is very probable that the Philistines might have 
heard ofthe threaten ings which Samuel had denounced 
against Saul, and that he was afflicted with an uncom- 
mon distemper, which rendered him unfit to manage a 
war ; these circumstances encouraged them to suppose 
that the Israelites would be intimidated by their mighty 
champion Goliath, whose appearance was indeed suffi- 
cient to strike terror into those who could not with 
confidence depend on the assistance of the Lord : for 
he^was near thirteen feet high, his coat of mail weigh- 
ed above 189 pounds, and the weight of his spear'l 
head was upwards of 22 pounds, so that the whole of 
his armour must have been exceedingly heavy. No one 
amongst the armies of Israel had courage to accept 
his challenge, |iot even Saul, or Jonathan his son. Saul 
had lost his courage by the Lord's rejecting him ; and 
Jonathan, not feeling himself animated as on a former 
occasion, would not venture such a mighty stake as the 
freedom of Israel, trusting merely to his own personal 
ability : we may likewise imagine, that Divinb Provi- 
dence had ordered all events to conspire together, that 
the victory should be gained by the hand of Da^id. 

How commendable was the conduct of this amiable 
young man ! With what zeal for the honour of Goo 
did he wish to remove the disgrace that Israel lay un- 
der I with what exemplary modesty did he offer his 
services to Saul ! with what faith and confidence in 
God did he face his antagonist ! Let us imagine our- 
selves spectators ofthe scene : behold, a mighty Giant, 
completely armed, marching with haughty strides, and 

breathing 
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breathing defiance to a whole army, who fly from be- 
fore him : a blooming Youth, in a humble shepherd's 
garb, with no other weapons but a sling and a few, peb- 
bles, boldly accepts his challenge; who would ima- 
gine it was possible for him to subdue such a formidable 
foe ? yet this did David effect ! but let us remember 
that he went against the champion of an idolatrous na- 
tion, in the name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of 
the armies of Israel^ and full of faith and confidence 
tliat God would enable him to overcome his enemy, 
and we shall no longer wonder at the success of his 
enterprize. ^ 

From EHab's treatment of his brother, we may under- 
stand that he was of a very ill-natured disposition, not- 
withstanding his outward appearance was so engaging. 

It may seem strange that Saul should not know Da- 
vid, as he had formerly attended him in the character 
«f a musician : the text does not say that Saul did not 
recollect his person, only that he was ignorant of his 
family and descent, which he might now wish to be 
particularly informed of, as he had engaged to marry 
his daughter to the man who should deliver Israel from 
the threats of the Philistines. David was at that time 
about 22 years old, yet he might properly be called, a 
youth and a striplings when compared with a giant, 

Jonathan's behaviour to David shews that he had a 
liberal mind ; for instead of being envious of his fame^ 
he regarded him with admiration and gratitude : being 
firmly convinced that David was particularly favoured 
by the I,iORD, he concluded that he was deserving of 
his esteem, and resolved, from that day, to cultivate 
his friendship ; therefore, he took the earliest oppor. 
tunity of expressing his sentiments ; and that David 
might appear like a king*s son^ Jonathan gave him his 

owa 
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own attire and weapons. David was rejoiced to meet 
with such a treasure as a sincere friend, where he could 
the least have expected it ; and he and Jonathan made 
a solemn promise lo observe a constant intercourse of 
good offices. It is not at all unlikely that Jonathan 
supposed David would succeed to the crown, as the 
Lord so evidently assisted him. 

From this section we learn, that personal strength 
and courage are as nothing, when exerted in defiance 
of the Almighty: and that God can enable the weak 
to overcome the strong, and effect His Divine purposet- 
by the humblest instruments. 



SECTION LXXIX. 

SAUL ENVIETH DAVI D— SEEKETH TO KltL HIM— 
FEARETH HIM FOR HIS GOOD SUCCFSS — HE Off- 
FERE1H HIM HIS DAUGHTER FOR A SNAclE. 

From 1 Samuel^ Chap, xviii. 

And it came to pass as they came, when David was. 
returned from the slaughter of the Fliili^tine, that" the 
women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and 
dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and 
with instruments of music. 

And the women answered one another as they played 
and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David bis 
ten thousands. 

And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased 
him ; and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten 
thousands ; and to me they have ascribed but thou- 
sands : and what can he have more but the kingdom ? 

And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 

And 
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And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil 
spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in 
the midst of the house: and David played with his 
hand, as at other times : and there was a javelin in 
SauPs hand. 

And SauJ cast the javelin ; for he said, I will smite 
David even to the wall with it. And David avoided 
out of his presence twice. 

And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was 
with him, and was departed from Saul. 

Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made 
him his captain over a thousand ; and he went out aiid 
came in before the people. 

And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, 
and behaved himself wisely : and Saul set him over the 
men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the 
people, and also in the sight of Saul's servants. 

And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways ; 
and the Lord was with him. 

Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself 
very wisely, he was afraid of him. 

But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he 
went out and came in before them. 

And Saul said to David, Behold, my elder daughter 
Merab, her will I give thee to wife : only be thou va- 
liant for me, and fight the Lord's battles. For Saul 
said. Let not mine hand be upon him, but let the hand 
of the Philistines be upon him. 

And David said unto Saul, Who am I ? and what is 
my life, or my father's family in Israel, that I should 
be son-in-law to the king ? 

But it came to pass at the time when Merab, Saul's 
daughter should have been given to David, that she 
was given unto Adriel^he Meholathite to wife. 

And 
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And Michal Saul's daughter loved David : and they 
told Sauly and the thing pleased him. 

And Saul said, I will give him her, that she may be 
a snare unto him, and that the hand of the Philistines 
may be against him. Wherefore Saul said to David, 
Thou shalt this day be my son-in-law in the one of the 
twain. 

And Saul commanded his servants^ saying. Commune 
with David secretly, and say, Behold, the king hath de- 
light in thee, and all his servants love thee : now there- 
fore be the king's son-in-law. 

And Saul's servants spake those words in the ears of 
David. And David said, Seemeth it to jou a light 
thing to be a king's son-in-law, seeing that I am a poor 
man, and lightly esteemed ? 

And the servants of Saul told him saying, On this 
manner spake David. 

And Saul said. Thus shall ye say to David, The king 

desireth not any dowry, but that thou shouldest slay an 

hundred of the Philistines, to be avenged of the king's 

* enemies. But Saul thought to make David fall by the 

hand of the Philistines. 

And when his servants told David these words, it 
pleased David well to be the king's son-in-law : and 
the days were not expired. 

Wherefore David arose and slew of the Philistines 
two hundred men, that he might be the king's son-in- 
'law : and Saiil gave him Michal his daughter to wife. 
And Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with 
David, and that Michal Saul's daughter loved him. 

And Saul was yet the more afraid of David ; and 
Saul became David's enemy continually. 

Then the princes of the Philistines went forth : and 
it came to pass, after they went forth, that David be- 

baved 
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haved himself more wisely than all the servants of Saul ; 
MO that his name was much set by. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The defeat of the champion of the Philistines was a 
subject of great joy to the Israelites, and it was cus- 
tomary amongst them, when any signal victory was ob- 
tained, for Uie women' to meet the victorious army, 
playing on cymbals, and singing songs of triumph in 
praise of the conqueror. On this occasion the chief - 
honour was justly ascribed by them U> David, for all the 
conquests gained afterwards was the consequence of his 
having killed Goliath. It must doubtless have been 
very mortifying te Saul to hear such a comparison drawn 
between his own exploits and those of an inexperienced 
young hero ; but it was an honour due to the Captain 
of the Lord's inheritance^ who ncted under the Di« 
vine influence ; and we have reason to suppose, from 
David's speech to the giant, before he encountered 
with him, that he afterwards ascribed the glory of his 
victory to the power of the Lord. 

Of all the passions to which the human mind is sub- 
ject, there is not a more baneful one than that of envy, 
for at the same time that it produces malice, which 
A^eks the destruction of others, it is an intolerable 
torment to the heart that indulges it. Envy is a tool 
which Satan employs to eifect his wicked purposes of 
breaking the bonds of friendship, and disturbing the 
-peace of society. . This truth is strongly exemplified in 
the present instance ; for Saul, we are told was actuat- 
ed by an evil spirit, when he flung the javelin at Da- 
vid. How ungrateful was his behaviour, in endeavour- 
ing to take away the life of the kind friend, who had 
• ' so 
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so oden calmed the agitation of his troubled mind; but 
envious people are strangers to gratitude ! ' 

When Saul found that David yvafi i>ecorae the fa- 
vourite of the people, he feared to kill hin^^ but as he 
could not bear to have a person, so near hitn, who 
eclipsed his glory, he promoted David to a high post in 
the army, in order to place Rfixi at a distance, and pre. 
vent his making interest with the courtiers to obtain 
the crown : still this did not satisfy his malice, there- 
fore he resolved to engage David in some dangerous 
enterprize, in hoy^ that it would cost him his life. 
Saul had never fulfilled his engagement to make him 
bis son-in-law, neither 4iad David aspired to the ho- 
nour; but Saul renewed the promise, thinking that 
David WOUI4 certainly i^U in battle. It is evident, that 
^he did not mean to keep it; for Merab, just at the time 
that David should have received her as his wife, was 
given to another. His marriage with Michal, however, 
instead of a snare proved a blessing to him, / 

We learn from this section, that those who give way 
to envy are led into a variety of crimes : we should 
therefore carefully guard our minds against thia baneful 
passion, and endeavour to check its growth, if we find it 
springing up. Instead of grieving at the excellencies of 
another, we should strive to correct what is amiss in our 
own hearts, and pray for the assistance of the Holt 
Spirit, to enable us to overcome every propensity to 
evil. And whilst we are free fr.om tormenting passions, 
we should endeavour like David to act wisely, that the 
Lor n ma^ be xvith- ns, and that we may have <i good re* 
put at ion in the world. 



SECTION 
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SECTION LXXt. 

PAVID FLEETH TO SAMOEL. 

Had not the Lord preserved him, David must hare 
fallen- a victim to Siml's jealousy, which now knew no 
bounds, for he was absolutely bent on David's destruc- 
tion. Forgetful of th^'solemn oath he had so lately 
taken, the king spake to Jonathan and all his servants 
that they should kill David ; but Jonathan, who che- 
rished the most faithful friendship towards David, ap« 
prized him of his father's intentiqps, and advised him 
to be upon his guard ; he also remonstrated with l^is 
fiither in David s belialf : Saul, nqtwithstanding, flung 
a javelin at David» designing to kill him, as he wak 
playing on his harp ; and on lus escaping he sent peo- 
ple to seize him in his own house, but Michal fah 
wife, SauFs daughter, let him down by a window, and 
put an image in his bed, pretending he was sick, which 
she slMswed to the messengers as David. Whilst D|ivid's 
house was watched to prevent his escape, he is supposed 
to have made the following prayer to Goo *« 

Deliver me from mine enemies ^ mi; God •• defend me 
from them that rise up against me. 

Deliver me from the uorkers of ifiiquilj/ , and save me 
yrom bloody men. 

For lo, theij lie in wait for my^sou! ; the mighty are 
gathered against me: not for my transgression^ norft>r 
my stn^ O Lord. ' 

They run and prepare tjiemselves without my fault : 
awake to help me, and behold. 

They return at evening: they make a noise Uke a dog^ 
mnd go round about the city. 

But thou^ O Lor'^d, shalt laugh at them : 
* Psalm Jijc. 

VOL. M. ^ R Recait^ 
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Because of Ms strength will I vmit vpon thee : far 
God is my defence^ 

The God of mercy sltall prevent me: God shall let 
me see r^y desire upon mine enemies* 
' But I will sing of thy power : yea, I will dng aloud of 
thy mercy in the morning : for thou hast been my defenu 
4md refuge in the day of my trouble. 

Unto thee, my strength, wilt I sing : for God is my 
defence^ and the God of my. mercyK 

' David was surrounded with such difficulties, that he 
knew not what course to take; he therefore fled to Sa- 
muel, in order to learn the will of God, who took him 
to the school of the prophets at Naioth, concluding that 
Saul would^let him abide there in peace ; but no place 
was sacred in his sight ; he cared not for God, nor reli- 
gious institutions, and sent messengers thither to seize 
David ; but, instead of executing their commission, 
they were actuated by a sudden holy impulse, as Saul 
formerly had been, and joined with the congregation 
in praising God. Saul, however, was resolved to effect 
his purpose, but was prevented ; being obliged, against 
his will, to utter the xjoords of Divine inspiration; and he 
was so overcome by the Spirit of the Lord, that he fell 
into a kind of trance, and having pulled off his royal 
robes lay on the ground all night. 

It may seem strange to us to read of Saul's being at 
one time inspired by the Lord, and at another actuated 
by an Evil Spirit; but we'must remember, that it was 
in the Lord's power to restrain the evil spirit \ and we 
find, that he did not constantly torment Saul, only on 

, • As some parts of the foregoing Psalm require a •particular ex- 
fkmutioii, I hayc omitted then?, because such comments would in- 
terrupt the hittory ; and this rule will be observed respecting thote 
Fsalms ingeneial, that shall be occasionally introduced. 
* those 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 86S > 

those occasions when he gave way to his pftsaions and 
forgot his duty : he had long intervals of reason, dur« 
ing which he should have humbled himself and repented, 
in which case the Lord would have delivered him froal. 
the power of the Devil. 

David, driven from his sacred retreat, took the ad<* 
irantage of fleeing while Saul lay entranced ; but where 
could he seek for shelter from the future effects of his 
rage i In this extreme perplexity, he hastened to bis 
dear friend Jonathan, who he knew would take a ten- 
der part in his distress, and pour the balm of consolation 
into his afflicted mind. Jonathan wa3 so moved with 
the terror which David suffered, that he promised to do 
whatever he should require of him, knowing that he 
had too much integrity to desire him to commit a sin-p 
ful action ; he therefore contrived a plan in order to dis- 
cover, whether the extraordinary event which had 
lately befallen Saul, had made any change in his senti- 
ments towards David : and to encourage David to re- 
pose entire confidence in him, Jonathan renewed the 
solemn covenant he had formerly made with him. 

Jonathan then desired David to conceal himself in a 
cert£un field till the morrow, promising in the mean 
time to endeavour to reconcile his father to him ; and, 
as he could not hold a public conference with David, 
he told him he would go into the field, as if with a 
design to practice shooting at a mark, and take a little 
lad with him ; and that if he had been successful with 
Saul, he would say to the lad, the arrows are on this side 
of thee, which David might consider as a token that his 
peace was made ; but if the contrary, he would say to 
the lad, behold the arrows are heyond thee, which David 
was to regard as a signal for his escape. 

It was a part of the Mosaic law, to offer sacrifices, 

jmd keep religious feasts every mouth for two days, at 

, ^ k2 the 
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Aie first nppearance of the new moon; and David had a 
right to a seat at the royal table, as he was thp king's 
8on-m-law ; but Saul, disdaining his alliance, when en- 
(Juiring why David was absent, contemptuously called 
him the son of Jesse ; and on Jonathan's offering to ex- 
cuse him, Saul fell into a furious rage, treated him with 
the most opprobrious language, and accused him of 
meanness of spirit, for not destroying a man who, he 
said, would rob him of his birth-right: Saul was so 
enraged, that he even flung a javelin at his son, to kill 
him ; on which Jonathan arose from his seat, and left 
his father in great anger. 

Jonathan seems to have understood that the Lord 
had appointed David to succeed to the kingdom; and 
he was so perfectly convinced of David's innocence, 
that he resolved to plead for him, though at the hazard 
of his life ; for he was more concerned for his friend 
than for himself. 

As soon as David was made acquainted by the ap- 
pointed sign, with SauFs implacable disposition towards 
him, he came forth from his hiding-place, to cast him- 
self at the feet of his kind benefactor ; his gratitude 
was too great for utterance, and the reflection that he 
must leave this generous faithful friend, perhaps for 
ever, awakened such tender emotions as tears only 
could express. Jonathan well understood the meaning 
of this pathetic behaviour, jand returned David's em- 
braces with all the fervour of sympathetic friendship ; 
and, in order to comfort David, he reminded him of 
the solemn agreement they made to be mutually true 
to each other's interest. 

When Jonathan lefl him and returned back to the 
city, David suffered the most violent perturbations of 
mind ; and perhaps the severe necessity he was under 
of palling with his dear companion and faithful com* 

forter. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 365 ) 

Tbrter, made him suppose that God had forsaken hiri>; 
for instead of applying; to theLoiiD for succour, he had 
recourse to such stratagems as could only be suggested 
by despair : nay, he was even guilty of a violation of 
tt'uthy for he went to Nob, where the Tabernacle was, 
and pretending that he came on hasty business from th0 
king, he obtained from Ahiraelech the high-priest, the 
8word of Goliath, and armed with that very weapon 
with which he had beheaded tlie mighty champion of 
Gath, he went to that city to seek refuge. Whether 
David's reason was so disturbed by his misfortunes, that 
he was incapable of reflection ; or whether he acted the 
madman through policy, as the only means of saving 
his life, is difficult to decide 5 but he was treated as a 
person beside himself, and Achish, the king of Gath, 
refused to entertain him ; he therefore retired from 
thence, and having no earthly friend to flee to, he 
went and hid himself in a cave at Adullam, where he 
might be safe, at least for a time, from the persecution 
of Saul. It was a place fortified by nature, and so 
fitted for the security of persons in distress, that we 
are told, it has frequently given refuge to Christians, 
who have fled thither with their flocks and herds, when 
in danger from the Turks. 

When David's relations heard how Saul had treated 
him, they had reason to fear that he would extend his 
malice to them also ; they therefore repaired to the 
cave of Adullam, in order to concert measures for theic 
mutual security ; and many others, whom distress or 
oppression had driven into exile, came to join David, 
supposing that he would endeavour to supplant Saul; so 
that he soon had 400 men under his command. Filial 
piety, for which David was remarkable, made him very 
solicitous for the safety of his parents ; and he procured 
a place of refuge for them in the land of Moab, which 
e3 
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the king of that country tnight grant perhaps on ac- 
count of Jesse's descent from Ruth^ who was a Moab- 
itess. 

Saul continued to govern in a very tyrannical man- 
tier, which occasioned some of his bravest officers to 
revolt from him, and join themselves to David, with a 
view to raise him to the throne. David, however, re- 
eoived to wait the Lord's time, and not to employ the 
f jrce he had collected against his sovereign, but only 
in defending himself against the inhabitants of the 
countries in which he might happen to reside. When 
David appeared with his little army, the news was soon 
brought to Saul, who immediately encamped in royal 
state, and calling his soldiers together, he insinuated, 
that Jonathan and David were confederated against 
hiiu. Had the charge been true, Saul would have de- 
served both pity and support ; but it was founded on 
jealousy and falsehood, for neither his son, nor David, 
meant to do him ill ; he himself was the aggressor. 
Doeg the Edomite, Saul's chief herdsman, desirous of 
gaining the favour of the king, informed him that the 
' high priest had given David victuals and the sword of 
Goliath I but he omitted to tell that Ahimelech was 
induced to assist David from a supposition that he came 
from Saul, and tiie king was so enraged that he sent 
for Ahimelech and all the priests of Nob, and com- 
manded his servants to put them to death : but all re- 
fused excepting Doeg, who willingly executed the hor- 
rid sentence ! There was great iwpiety as well as cruelty 
in Saul's ordering the Lo « d's /7n>6'/5 to be slain. 

Abiathar the son of Ahimelech was most probably 
with the Tabernacle, by which means he escaped the 
massacre. David now reflected on himself for his de- 
ceitful conduct, in pretending to Ahimelech that be 
came by commission from the king, which had occa- 
sioned 
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Bioned this fatal calamity; all the recompense he could 
make was, to promise his protection to Abiathar. The 
history of this event ought to caution every person to 
avoid duplicity; for none can possibly foresee the bad 
consequences of which it may be productive. 

The first exploit in which David employed his va- 
liant troops, was the relief of Keilah, a cit}' belonging 
to the tribe of Judah, which the Philistines, encouraged 
by David's disgrace^and the intestine divisions in Saul^s- 
kingdom, had besieged, David on this occasion shew- 
ed that he had all the noble generosity of a true hero ; 
he longed to rescue his countrymen from their trium- 
phant foes ;- but as the enterprize was important, he first 
enquired the mil of the Lord, by means of Abiathar,. 
who, with the ephod, had fled to him. The answer 
was favourable to his wishes ; for 7^e Loud said unto 
David^ Go and smite the PhiHstine^ and save Keilah. 
David's men were fearful of engaging in so unequal a 
combat; to satisfy them, therefore, he once more eri'- 
quired the xmll of theljORxy^ and led them on to conquest. 
The victory was so complete, that they pursued the 
Philistines into their own land, and seized a great num- 
ber of cattle, which afforded a seasonable supply for his 
army ; he then took up his residence in Keilah, which 
Saul being informed of, he resolved to besiege David 
there : but David had again recourse to Abiathar, to 
learn what the Lohd required him to do in this emer- 
gency, and was warned to depart, as the men of the 
city, notwithstanding the deliverance he had wrought, 
would betray him and his followers into the hands of 
Saul. David, therefore, hastily assembled his troops,, 
which were increased to 600, and retired with the ut- 
most precipitation, without resolving whither to go^ 
but trusting them and himself entirely to the guidance 
of Divine Providbnce: 

r4 David's 
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David's escape was a great disappointment to Saut ; 
but he still resolved to destroy him if possible : David, 
on the contrary, notwiihsUmding his success against tlie 
I'hilistineSy avoided ail hostilities with Saul ; and, iii- 
tttad of acting oITensively against him, he submitted to 
Jiee as a bird unto the mountains* The place of his re- 
treat was the wilderness of Ziph, in a wood ; here he 
was favoured with a visit from his dear friend Jonathan, 
who came privately to him, and in the kindest and 
noblest manner encouraged him to trust in God. lie 
reminded David, of his having been anointed Captain of 
//^tLoud's inheritance ; declared his belief that he would 
certainly succeed Saul in the kingly office ; and assur- 
ed him, that, for his own part, he should never obstruct 
his accession to the throne, because he would not oppose 
the will of the Most High, v)ho setteth up one, and 
puiteth doxKU another ; but should think it a happiness 
beyond what a crown could bring, to be the first m 
David *s affection and esteem. He likewise told David 
that Saul was fully convinced that the kingdom wai 
designed of God for him, though he continued to per- 
secute him. Jonathan and David then joined in a re- 
petition of their former covenant, and Jonathan de- 
parted to his house, for he would not stay with Davids 
let it should appear like rebellion against his father ; 
neither would he countenance Saul in his unjust pro- 
ceedings against a man of whose innocence he was so 
perfectly convinced. 

In the midst of the dangers and trouble that sur- 
rounded him, David is supposed to have penned the 
following Psalm * : 

God, tt.ou art my God, early will I seek thee: my 
soul thirsteth for thee, myfleih longetk for thee in a dry 
and thirsty land, where no water m« 
* rsalm Ixiii* 

' To 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(. 569 ) 

To see thy power and thy gl^ry^ so 09 I hare seen Mer 
in the sanctuary. 

Because thy loving kindness is better than life: my 
lips shall praise thee. 

Thus will I bless thee^ while I live I will lift up my 
hands in thy name* 

My soul shall be satisfied asvHth marrow, and fatness ; 
and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips : 
. When I remember thee upon- my bed, and meditate on 
thee in the night-watches* 

Because thou hast been my help ; therefore in the sha^ 
dow of thy wings will I rejoice: 

My soul followeth hard after thee ; thy right hand' 
upholdeth me*. 

The Ziphites thinking to ingratiate themselves witK» 
their sovereign^ informed Saul of David's retreat, and 
offered to deliver him into SauPs hands. Saul, with 
the people that were with him, immediately went in 
pursuit of David:' but while Saul went on one side of 
the mountain, David went on the other. Before Saul 
overtook him, news was brought that the* Philistines 
had invaded Israel, and he hastened back to defend his 
kingdom. This was a most providential deliverance to 
David, who would most likely have fallen into Saul's 
hands in a short time. On tliis occasion the following 
Psalm * is supposed to have been penned f : : 

Save me, Godj by thy name, and judge me by, thy 
strength* • 

Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words oft 
my mouth* 

yialm lir, f Chaudler's Life of King Difid. 
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For strangen are rism up against me^ and oppreaori 
seek after my soul; they have not set God before them* 

Behold, QoD is mine helper; the Lord is 'with them 
that uphold my soul* 

He shall reward evil unto mine enemies ; cut them off' 
in thy truth, 

I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I it/ill praise thy name, 
Lord, for it is good. 

For he hath delivered me out of all my trouble : and 
mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies. 

It appears * probable, that David abode some time in 
the strong holds of £n-gedi, and that he employed his 
troops in cultivating the country ; for we can hardly 
suppose that he suffered them to remain idle : besides, 
in his Psalms, he frequently mentions, that the barren 
land became fruitful : the wilderness, a standing water : 
that the Lord prepared them a table in the presence of 
their enemies. That he blessed than so that they multi' 
plied exceedingly and suffered not their cattle to decrease ; 
. from which may be inferred, that rural occupations fill- 
ed up those spaces which would otherwise have been 
wasted in idleness, and that the Lord blessed the la- 
bours of their hands* It likewise appears, that David 
exercised his mind in the contemplation of the works 
of nature ; and we may suppose that he instructed his 
followers to admire the wisdom of God, in the creation 
and government of the world, by those charming com. 
positions which the Holy Spirit f inspired for bis 
own comfort, and the benefit of others. 

• Ddany's Life of King Dayid. f Sec b particular Psalm cir. 
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SECTION LXXXI. 

©AVID IN A CAVB AT EN-GEDI SFARETH BAVL^i 
LIFE. 

From 1 Samvelf Chitp, xxiw 

And it came to pass when Saul was returned frofli> 
fbllowing the Philistines, that it was told him, saying,, 
Behold David is in the wilderness of £n-gedi. 

Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of 
all Israel, and went to seek David and his men upoa 
the rocks of the wild goats. 

And he came to the sheep-cotes by the way, where • 
was a cave ; and Saul went in to cover his feet,, and ^ 
David and his men remained in the sides of the cave. 

And the men of David said unto him. Behold the 
day of which the Lord said unto thee. Behold I will! 
deliver thine enejny into thine hand, that thou mayest ' 
do to him as it shall seem good unto thee. Then David i 
arose, and cut off the' skirt of Saul's robe privily. 

And it came to pass -afterward, that David's, heart. 
- smote him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt* 

And he said unto his men, The Lord forbid that I 
ihould do this thing unto my master the Lord's anoint- 
ed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is • 
the anointed of the Lord. 

So David stayed his servants with these words^ and 
suffered them not to rise against Saul. But Saul rose 
up out of the cave, and went on his way. 

David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, , 
and cried after Saul, saying. My lord the king. And : 
when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with hi& 
face to the earth, and bowed himself. 

And David said to baul, Wherefore hearest thou 
men's words, saying, Behold, David seeketh thy hurt I. 
R 6 BehoJdy . 
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Beholdi thine eyes have seen how that the Lord hath 
delivered thee to-day into mine hand in the cave : and 
some bade me kill thee» but mine eye spared thee : and 
I saidy I will not put forth mine hand against my lord ; 
for he is the Lord's anointed. 

Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy 
robe in my hand : for in that I cut off the skirt of thy 
robe, and killed thee not : know thou and see that there 
is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and I 
have not sinned against thee: yet thou huntest my 
soul to take it. 

The Lord judge between me and thee, and ib» 
Lord avenge me of thee : but mine hand shall not be 
upon thee; 

As saith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedness 
proceedeth from the wicked : but mine hand shall not 
be upon thee. 

After whom is the king of Israel come, out ? after 
whom dost thou ptHPSue? after a dead dog, after a 
flea. 

The Lord therefore be judge between me and thee, 
and see, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of 
thine hand. 

And it came to pass when David had made an end' 
of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said. Is 
this thy voice, my son David? and. Saul lift up his 
voice, and wept. 

And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than 
I ; for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have re- 
warded thee evil. 

And thou hast shewed this day how that thou 
hast dealt . weU with me : forasmuch as when the 
Lokd had delivered me into thine hand, thou Idlledst 
me not. 

For if a man find his enemy, will he let him go well 

away i 
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away? wherefore the Lord reward thee good for thai 
thou hast done unto me this day. 

And now behold, I know well that thou shalt surely 
be kmg, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be estib* 
blished in thine hand. 

Swear now therefore unto me by the Lord, that 
thou wilt not cut oS my seed after me, and that thou 
wilt not destroy my name out of my father's house. 

And David sware unto Saul. And Saul went home : 
but David and his men gat them up imto the hold. 

And Samuel died : and all the Israelites were gather^ 
together and lamented him, and buried him in his house 
at Ramah. And David arose, and went down to the 
wilderness of Paran. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In the countries inhabited by the Iraelites there were 
many large caves, partly natural, and partly enlarged 
by art, for the shelter of sheep from the heat of the sun ; 
the cave at En-gedi was one of these. Saul being 
wearied with the pursuit, turned into this very cave to 
rest, and it is probable indulged himself with a short 
repose. David had now an opportunity of putting an 
end to his fears, and, liad he followed the dictates of 
human policy, he certainly would have complied with 
his friends' advice; but he was actuated by nobler 
principles : trust in God and respect for his sovereign; 
under whose banner he would gladly and courageously 
have encountered a host of Philistine foes, but he feared 
to lift up his hand against the Lord's anointed ; and 
rather chose to endure all the miseries of persecution 
* and exile, than advance himself to the throne till it 
jsbould please God to call him to it. 

We 
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We find tbdi'I>avJd fbk remorse for having even put^ 
an affront upon his King. How must Saul have been 
M^boished, when he heard the voice of David, ad- 
dressing him in terms of kindness as his king and fa- 
ther ; holding in his hand such a convincing proof that 
be meant him no ill9i>ut, on the contrary, was resolved 
Bot to be his own avenger. His pathetic speech was 
irresistible: and even Saul's hard heart was for a while 
softened ; tears of gratitude streamed from his eyes^ his 
lips uttered blessings on his generous adversary, and he 
acknowledged that David was more righteous than = 
himself. 

David, willing to give every possible proof of his ia-- 
tegrity, took the oath which Saul required, and most 
religiously observed it : but, as Saul had so frequently 
violated his solemn engagements, David did not desire 
an oath in return ; neither did he suppose that Saul's- 
penitence and reconciliation would be lasting : but he 
^ad ample cause to praise ^he Loan for his goodness, 
in supporting his mind under such a conflict, which 
had procured him the highest gratification a generous 
heart can know, that of returning benefits for injuries* 
Having escaped * this danger, and got safely out of the 
Cave, he composed the following Psalm f. 

Be merciful vnto we, God, he merciful unto me^ 
for my soul trusteth in thee : yea^ under the shadow of 
thy wings will I make my refuge^ until these calamities be 
overpast. 

I will cry unto Goi> most High : unto God that per* 
formeth all things for me. 

He shall send from heaven and save me from the rt^ 

* Chandler's Life of David. t PMhn 1 vii. 
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proach of him that t^&idd rtoallow me up; God ^halt 
send forth Hi$ mercy and His truth. 

My soulis among lione^ and I lie even among them 
that are set on fire ^ even the sons ofmen^ whose teeth are 
spears and arrows^, and their tongue a sharp stoord. 

Be thou exalt edy O God, above the heavens: let thp 
glory be above all the earth. 

They have prepared a net for my stepsy my soul is 
batoed doun; they have digged a pit before me, into the 
midst whereof they are fallen themselves. 

My heart isfxed^ O God, m^ heart is fixed ; I wiU 
sing and give praise. 

Awake up my glory ^ awake psaltery and harp ; I my* 
self will awake early. 

J will praise thee, Lord, among the people: I wiU 
dng unto thee among the nations. 

For thy mercy is great unto the heavens^ and thy truth 
unto the clouds. 

Be thou exaltedy O God, above the heavens: let thy 
glory be above all the earth. 

•< Samuel * had been the judge of Israel about 40 
years, and having ruled with so much integrity and 
justice, no wonder that his death was universally la- 
mented. He was buried at his own house ; for there 
were no places of public sepulture in those days : se. 
pulchres were mostly in fields and rocks. He was at- 
tended by all Israel to his grave ; and many hundred 
years after his remains were removed with equal so- 
lemnity from Ramah to Constantinople, by the £m« 
peror Arcadius. 

** As Saul was so tyrannical, and David in obscurity, 
the people were very ill-governed ; so that they had 

• I>elany*s Life of King Davidf 
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guffieient reason to lament th^ loss of tkis holy man^ 
who had been devoted to God from his very birth, had 
made the service of the Lord, and the welfare of his 
people, his business and his pleasure. An enemy to 
avarice and ambition, Samnd had set aside his own 
sons, as they were unworthy, and elected two strangers 
in succession to the 'supreme command. So fiur was he 
from envying his successor in the government, that he 
pitied and prayed for him. It were hard to determine^ 
which was happiest, Samuel's life or his death. He 
lived to the- noblest purposes; the glory of God, and 
the good of bis country : and he died fuU of years, and 
universally lamented." 

<< Such was Samuel ! Such always was, and such al« 
ways will be^ in a good measure, the end of all those 
whose beginnings are laid in true rdigion •; whose duty 
is their delight, and whose God their ^ory." 

SECTION LXXXIL. 

DAVID SENDETH TO NABAL FOR PROVISIONS — IS 
REFUSED DAVID^S ANGER-iUBIGAIL's INTERPO- 
SITION. 

From \ Samutly Chap* xxv.. 

And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions 
were inCarmel ; and the man was very great, and he had 
three thousand slieep, and a thousand goats; and he was 
shearing his sheep in Carmel. 

Now the nain6 of the man was Nabal ; and the name 
of his wife Abigail ; and she was a woman of good 
understanding, and of a beautiful countenance ; but the 
man was churlish and evil in his doings ; and he was of 
the house of Caleb. 

And David heard in the wilderness, that Naba} did 
•bear his sheep. 

And 
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And David sent out ten young men,, and David mi. 
unto the young men, Get you up to Carme), and ^o to 
Nabiil, and greet him in my name. And thus shall ye 
say to hiin that liveth in prosperity, Peace be both 19 
thee, and peace be to thine house^ and peace be unto 
all that thou hast. 

And notv I have heard that thou hast shearers ; now 
thy shepherds which were with us, we hurt tliem not, 
neither was there aught missing unto them, all the 
while they were in Carmel. 

Ask thy young men, and they will shew thee. 
Wherefore let the young men find favour in thine 
eyes ; for we come in a good day ; give, I pray theet 
whatsoever cometh to thine haud> unto thy servants^ 
and to thy son David. 

And when David's young men came, they spake to 
Nabal according to all those words m the name of 
David, and ceased. 

And Nabal answered David's servants, and said. 
Who is David >. and who is the son of Jesse I there be 
many servants now-a-days that break away every ma^ 
from his master. 

Shall I then take ray bread and my water, and my 
flesh that I have killed for my shearers, and give it untp 
men whom I know not whence they be ? ^ 

So David's young men turned their way, and wei^t 
again, and came and told him all those sayings. 

And David said unto his men, Gird ye on every man 
his sword. And they girded on every man his sword ; 
and David also girded on his sword ; ami there went 
up after David about four huixdred men ; and twa hun« 
dred abode by the stuff. 

But one of the young men told Abigml» Nabal's 
wife, saying. Behold, David sent messengers out of the 

wHdeme^s 
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wilderness to salute our master ; and he railed ov 
them. 

But the men were very good unto us, and we were 
not hurt, neither missed we any thing as long as we 
were conversant with them when we' were in the fields. 

They were a wall unto us both by night and day, all 
the while we were with them keeping the sheep. 

Now therefore know and consider what thou wilt do r 
for evil is determined against our master, and against all 
his household : for he is such a son of Belial that a man 
cannot speak to him. 

Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred 
loaves/ and two bottles of wine ; and five sheep ready 
dressed, and Gve measures of parched corn, and an 
hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of 
figs, and laid them on asses. 

And she said unto her servants. Go on before me : 
behold, I come afler you. But she told not her hus* 
band NabaK 

And it was so, as she rode on an ass, that she came 
down by the covert of the hill, and behold, David and 
his men came down against her : and she met them. 

Now David had said, Surely in vain have I kept all. 
that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing 
was missed of all that pertained unto him ; and he hath 
requited me evil for good. 

So and more also do God unto the enemies of David, 
if I leave of all that pertain to him by the morning light 
one man. 

And when Abigail saw David, she hasted and lighted 
off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and 
bowed herself to the ground ; 

And fell at his feet, and said. Upon me, my lord, 
upon me let this iniquity be :. and let thine handmaid, 

I pray 
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I pray thee, speak m thine audience, and hear the 
words of thine handmaid. 

Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of 
Belial, even Nabal : for as his name is, so is he : Nabal 
is his name, and folly is with him : but I thine hand- 
maid saw not the young men of my Iord> whom thou 
didst send. 

Now therefore, my lord, as the Lord liveth, and as 
thy soul liveth, seeing the Lord hath with-holden thee 
from coming to shed blood, and from avenging thyself 
'with thine own hand : now let thine enemies, and they 
that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. 

And now this blessing which thine handmaid hath 
brought unto my lord, let it even be given unto the 
young men that follow my lord. 

I pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine handmaid* 
For the Lord will certainly make my lord a sure house? 
because my lord fighteth the battles of the Lord, and 
evil hath not been found in thee all thy .days. 

Yet a man is risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy 
soul: but the soul of my lord shall be bound in the 
bundle of life with the Lord thy God ; and the ouls 
of thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as out of the 
middle of a sling. 

And it shall come to pass when the Lord shall have 
done to my lord according to all the good that he hath 
spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee 
ruler over Israel ; that this shall be no grief unto thee, 
nor offence of heart unto my lord, either that thou hast 
shed blood causeless, or that my lord hath avenged him- 
self; but when the Lord shall have dealt well with my 
lord, then remember thine handmaid. 

And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the Lord^ 
God of Israel, who sent thee this day to meet me : and 

blessed 
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blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou which hast 
kept me this day from coming to shed bloo^l, and frem 
avenging myself with mine own hand. 

For in very deed, as the Lord God of Israel liveth 
which hath kept roe back from hurting thee, except 
thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, surely there 
had not been lefl unto Nabal, by the morning light, one 
man. 

So David received of her hand that which she bad 
brought him, and said unto her. Go up in peace to thibe 
house ; see, I have hearkened to thy voice : and have 
accepted thy person^ 

And Abigail came to Nabal, and behold he held a 
feast in his house like the feast of a king ; and Nabal*i 
heart was merry within him, for he was very drunken : 
wherefore she told him nothing, less or more, until the 
morning light. 

But it came to pass in the morning, when the wine 
was gone out, of Nabal, and his wife had told him these 
tfiings, that his heart died within him, and he became 
as a stone. 

And it came to pass about tea days after that the 
Lord smote Nabal, that he died. 

And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he 
said. Blessed be the Lord that hath pleaded the cause 
of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kep^ 
his servant from. evil; for the Lord hath returned the 
wickedness of Nabal upon his own head. And David 
sent and communed with. Abigail,, to take her to him 
to wife. 

And when the servants of David were come to Abi- 
gail to Carmel, they spake unto her, saying, David sent 
us unto thee to take thee to him to wife. 

And she arose' and bowed herself on her face to the 
' earth. 
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«arth, stad said, Behold, let thine handmaid be a ser« 
vant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. 

And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode upon an ast- 
with five damsels of her*s that went after her, and she 
went after the messengers of David^ and became his 
wife, 

David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel : and they were 
idso both of them his wives. 

But Saul had given M ichal bis daughter, David's 
wife^ to Phalti the son of Laish, which was of Gaalira* 



ANNOTATIONS anp REFLECTIONS. 

Happy was it for David, as well as for the men in 
Kabul's famfly, that Abigail went forth to meet him : 
the means she made use of to appease him, shew that 
she was a very prudent woman ; she certainly was per- 
suaded that the Lord had appointed David to rule ovef 
Israel, and that he was on this account, as well as for 
his personal merit, entitled to respect. There was an 
absolute necessity for her imputing Nabal's churlishness 
to his folli/y in order to save his life, as no other excuse 
could be offered for him ; besides, we must consider that 
she had great reason to blame her husband for the dan« 
ger to which he had exposed his family ; with the most 
powerful arguments, from honour and religion,- she en- 
deavoured to keep David from shedding blood, and en- 
treated him to regard her as the offender, imploring his 
pardon, which she thought he had too much generosity 
and compassion to refuse. This polite and elegant ad- 
dress appeased his rage, and he now thought with hor-* 
ror on the deed he before intended to have perpetrated. 
From the manner in which David expressed his thank- 
fulness to God for preserving him from this sin^ we may 

conclude 
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•Onclude that he would have felt great contritioii if ha- 
had committed it : let us not therefore hastily accuse 
him of cruelty of temper, but consider his provocation. 
Nabal's behaviour was extremely ungrateful, insolent, 
and contemptuous ; and the words he made use of will 
appear particularly aggravating, if we consider than 
B$ addressed to a valiant general at the head of his 
troops, one who was a king's son-in-law, and who had 
bjeen anointed captain of the Lord's inheritance. 
Surely then we must, instead of condemning, admire 
David's noble behaviour in conquering his passion as 
soon as he was reminded of his duty ; as well as his 
humility in, apknowlcdging his obligation to Abigail, 
whom he immediately dismissed, that she might relieve 
the fears of her houshold. 

We cannot wonder that David sliould admire the 
bjeauty, wisdom, and elegance of Abigail, and wish to 
have such a companion, after she became a widow; 
specially a^ he had no other way of shewing his gra- 
titude but by making her his wife ; but we must regret 
to find that he gave into the custom of the age he lived 
in, of having several wives. 

From th|s part of Sacred History several important 
lessons may be learnt. First, that it is very dangerous 
to. proceed to acts of revenge^ whilst we are under the 
influence o( passion ; for those who do so will be hur- 
ried into sins, which may irabitter the remainder of 
their days. It likewise teaches us, that a mild and 
gentle behaviour will generally subdue that anger which 
arises in a generous breast from a sense of injuries* 
David's was of this kind, though immoderate in its de- 
gree : and therefore he deserves not to be ranked with 
those implacable characters who are deaf to all the 
pleadings of reason and humanity ; who can, h'ke Saul, 

cooB]f 
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egfiiUy plan the most malicious schemes, and are not t« 
be diverted from the execution of them by any means. 
From the death of Nabal we may discover, that such 
injustice as his is very unpleasing to the Loud ; and 
that Goo will, himself, avenge the cause of the right- 
eous. It is therefore much the best way to leave the 
chastisement of ingratitude to the supreme Judge, who 
seeth the thoughts of every heart, and can determine 
what the measure of guilt is, which it is impossible 
short-sighted mortals should be capable of doing. 

SECTION LXXXIII. 

IXAVID FIVDETH SAUL ASLEEP— TAKETH HIS SPEAA 
AND CRUSE. 

From 1 Samuel^ Chap. xxvi. 

And the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, saymg. 
Doth not David hide himself in the hill of Hachilah^ 
which is before Jeshimon ? 

Then Saul arose, and went down to the wilderness of- 
Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of Israel with 
him, to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. 

And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, which is 
before Jeshimon, by the way. But David abode in the 
wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after him into 
the wilderness. 

David therefore sent out spies, and understood that 
Saul was come in very deed. 

And David arose, and came to the place where Saul 
had pitched : and DaVid beheld the place where Saul 
lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the captain of his host. 
And Saul lay in the trench, and the people pitched 
round about him, 

Thea 
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* Then said David to Ahimelech the Hittite, and tt 
Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother to Joab, Who will 
go down With me to Saul to the camp? And Abishai 
said, I will go down with thee. 

So David and Abishai came to the people by night 
And behold Saul lay sleeping within the trench, and 
his spear stuck in the ground at his bolster; but Abner 
and the people lay round about him. 

Then said Abishai to David, Goo hath delivered 
thine enemy into thine hand this day : now therefore 
let me smite him, I pray thee» with the spear even to 
the earth at once, and I will not smite him the secood 
time. 

And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not : for 
who. can stretch forth his hand against the Loro*s 
anointed and be guiltless ? 

David said furthermore, As the Lord liveth, the 
Lord shall smite him : or his days shall come to die ; 
or he shall descend into battle, and perish. 

The Lord forbid that I should stretch forth mint 
hand against the Loud's anointed : but I pray thee take 
thou now the spear that is at his bolbter, and the crust 
cf water, and let us go. 

So David took the spear, and the cruse of water 
fVom Saul's bolster ; and they gat them away, and no 
man s^^ it, nor knew it, neither awaked : for they 
were all asleep; because a sleep from the Lord was 
fallen upon them. 

Then David went over to the other side, and atood 
•n the top of an hill, afar off, a, great space being be- 
tween them ; and David cried to the people, and tm 
Abner the son of Ner, saying, Answerest thou not, 
Abner ? 1 hen Abner answered and said, Who art thou 
that criest to the king? And David said to Abner, Art 

BQt 
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not thou a valiant man i and who is like to thee ih Is- 
rael ? wherefore then hast thou not kept thy lord the 
king ? for there came one of the people in to destroy 
the king thy lord. 

This thing is not good that th9u hast done. As the 
1.0RD livethy ye are worthy to d|e, because ye have not 
kept your master the Lord's anointed. Ai^d now see 
where the king's spear is, and the cruse of water that 
was at his bolster. 

And Saul knew David's voice, and said. Is this thy 
Toice, my son David i and David said) It is my voice, 
my lord, O king. 

And he said, Wherefore doth my lord the kii^ hear 
the words of his servant ? If the Loa i> have ithred thee 
up against me, let him accept an offiirittg : bet if tbey 
be the children of mdn, cursed be they before the 
Lord; for they have driven me out this ^y from abid- 
ing in the inheritance of the Lord, saying, Go serve 
other gods. 

Now therefore let not my blood fall to the earth be- 
fore the tite of the Lord : for the king of Israel is 
come out to seek a flea, as when one doth hunt a pfHr» 
tridge in the mountains. 

Then said Saul, I have sinned : return, my son Da* 
vid : for I will no more do thee harm, because my soul 
was precious in thine eyes this day : behold, I have 
played the fool, and have erred exceedingly. 

And David answered and said, Behold the king'a 
spear: and let one of the young men come ov«r imd 
fetch it. 

The Lor d render to every man his righteousness aad 
his faithfulness : for the Lord delivered thee into my 
hand to day, but I would not streteh fwrth mhfie hand 
against the Lord's anointed. 

TCI., iir 8 And 
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And behold, as thy life was mueh Sf^t by thU day in 
mine eyes, so let my life be much set by in the eyes of 
the Lord, and let him deliver me out of all tribulation. . 

Then Saul said to David, Blessed be thou, my son 
David: thou shalt both do great things, and also shall 
still prevail. So David went on his way, and Saul re« 
turned to his place. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

When David undertook the dangerous ent^rprize oi 
going into Saul's camp with only one companion, it is 
fuplKMed he was prompted to it by the Spirit of the 
LoRP, as in the case of his encounter with Goliath, and 
thai he went in fuU oon6dence of Divine protection: 
tad it appears^ that Saul and his attendants were kept 
in profisimd skmiber, by the knmediate interposition of 
doB, otherwbe, as they were active warriors, some of 
them would have been on the watch. 

David had now a fresh temptation to deliver himself 
from Saul's persecutions, but he remained firm to his 
princ^^ of loyalty, and restrained the hand of Abi- 
shai, for he had more concern for his innocence than 
for his safety : and as he had so lately escaped the guilt 
he would have incurred, if he had put Nabal's family 
to deatli, he resolved in the present instance not to be 
his own avenger, but gladly embraced this new oppor- 
tunity of evincing his integrity. It appears that Saul 
and his host were soon awake ader David retired ; and 
it is likely they were convmced that the Lord had 
doted their eyes, and favoured David in performing 
that action, which placed him in so honoursJ>le a light, ' 
and that it was useless to oppose him. Convicticm of 
David's good intentions at the same instant rushed irre. 
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sistibly on the mind of Saul, with a consciousness of 
his own wickedness and folly, and subdued his rage. 
David had been too oden deceived by Saul to trust to 
his &ir professionSyMrliichy though they might be well 
meant at that time, were not likely to be lasting. 

Saul's prediction of David's advancement is very re* 
markable, and shews that he did wilfhify oppose, the 
Lord; for he knew that David was appointed of Go» 
to succeed ban, yet he resolved to cut him off. Had 
Saul acquiesced in the dispensation which his own im« 
pious behaviour brought upon himt and suflgBired David 
as Captain of the Lord*« inhaUaHC^ to have oommand 
of the armies of Israel, he might as king have passed* 
the remainder of his days with comfort and honour* 

Of all the circumstances of distress which David 
lamented, none was so severe to him as the being ex«. 
eluded from the congregation of Israel ; for aa he was 
driven amongst idolaters, he and his foihywers were ^ 
continually exposed to the temptation of worshipping 
false gods ; at least, they were frequently eye-witnesses 
of those profane, rites, which were abominations to the 
Loud; and to behold divine honours paid to idols, 
must have given the qtmost concern to those who were 
zealous for the true religion. 

SECTION LXXXIV. 

©AVID TAKES REFUGE WITH THE PHILISTINES. 

When Saul was gone, David b^an to concert mea« 
sures for the future security of himself and his army ; 
but notwithstanding the recent instances he had had 
of God's over-ruling providence, which preserved him 
from danger in the mids$ of Saul's camp, fear operated 
90 violently on his mind, that, without enquiring the 
will qftbe Lord, he consulted with his friends, and» ia • 
s 2 consequence 
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^kmftequence of tlieir adyice, i^esolved to withdraw from 
the kingdom* and retire into the land of the Philis- 
tines ; by this step David exposed liimself to a variety 
of temptations. 

It seems that somt revolation had happened amongst, 
tilts peof^y for formerly there were five sovereign 
places, uid at this time Achish appears to have been 
king ov^r all PhiUstia. This prince thought it would 
1)6 greatly to his advantage to detach so valiant a general 
as Davidy and his brave troops, from the interest of 
their own country, especially as the Philistines were 
tben meditating an invasion on the land of Israel, sup- 
posing that he should by this mean confirm an irrecon^ 
cileable hatred between David and Saul and their ad^ 
herents; so diat, in all probability, Achish did not act 
in this matter ^m motives of real kindness, but po« 
licy : however, he was, notwithstanding, intitled to Da- 
vid's assistance on all laiafid occasions, as he treated 
him and his followers with great respect, and, -at Da- 
vid's request,' gave him a city to dwell in. Whilst Da- 
-^ abode at Zilkag, he made some attacks upon the 
nations that were devoted ^)y God to be destroyed by 
the Israelites, particularly the Gazarites and Geshu- 
rites, whom as branches of the Amalekites it was his 
dutt/ to destroy, because the Lord had said, Hetomdd 
have warmth Amalek/rom generation ttr generation^ so 
that David, as captain nf the Lord's inheritance^ was 
justified in putting them all to the sword. David con- 
cealed what he bad done, lest Achish should suspect 
that he would proceed to hostilities against his people 
and their allies, which might occasion his being 
expelled from thoee eoaets ; and, with' an equivocation 
ill becoming his character, he told the kmg of Gadi, 
that he had fought against some of the inhabitants ct 
iudalM which induced Achish to phice entire codi- 
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deuce iti him^ from a persuasion that he was firmly at- 
tached to his interest ; and knowing David's great va. 
lour, he rejoiced in having such an ally. Now was' Da- 
vid called to a severe trial, for a war broke out witfa 
Israel, and Achish (depending on David's animosity to 
Sau]» and those who had joined with him to drive Da* 
yfid from his native country) proposed that he shduid 
take the command of those guards which attended hia 
royal person ; to this proposal * David replied, Surefy 
thou skaU kn<m nthat ih^ servant can do. 

We must not think so hardly oS David> m to suppose 
that he really intended to fight i^nst his own people : 
it is probable that he went with Achish m h^pes that 
some opportunity might (^fier of preventing an engage- 
ment : or in case it was not to be avoided, that he m%i«t 
at' least (^ew his gratitude to this monarch, by giving 
him protection, and saving the lives of some of hia 
people. Happily for David, the Philistines were jea^ 
lous of him, and insisted that Adiish should send him 
back to Ziklag. 

All things are known beforehand to the SupremB' 
BsiNO, therefore he might jiTfrmtV David to take thiv 
st^, in order that he should learn what perplexities are 
^e consequences of mistrusting God, and placing too 
great reliance on human councils. Though David con- 
sented to attend Achish, we may suppose that he gladly 
returned to Ziklag, for he must have been greatly dis- 
tressed to know how to proceeds The king dismissed 
him with the highest encomiums on his merit, which 
proves, that David had hitherto conducted himself ho- 
nourably* During his short absence, a dreadful event 
happened: for some of the Amaiekites that remained, 
invaded and set fire to Ziklag, and carried {dl the inha- 

• See Chandler^ Life of David. 
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bitants, whidi consisted chiefly of women and children, 
into captivity. 

This was a most afflicting stroke to David, intended 
perhaps to punish him for exposing himself to the ne- 
cessity of appearing willing to engage in a bad cause ; 
fer had he and his followers gone with Achish to the 
eamp, their families and all their pn^erty would have 
been inevitably lost. David s soldiers were so enraged^ 
that they were going to stone him ; but he implored 
the assistance of the Lord, and calling to Al»athar to 
fetdi the ephod, he had the comfort of receiving com« 
mand to pursue the Amalekites, with a {Hromke of vic« 
lory. David, therefore, with his array, set out on the 
pursuit, and found the enemy revelling and feasting in 
their camp ; so David smote them, and gained a com- 
-plete conquest, by which he restored the captives to 
yberty, and recovered all their goods, with the addition 
of much ^il, part of which consisted of a great num. 
ber of flocks and herds : these the army gratefully al- 
lotted to David for his own share. Two hundred soi^ 
diers had been obliged to stop by the way, for they 
were so overcome with faintness and fatigue, that they 
bad not power to proceed ; those who had taken an 
active part in the battle, refused to grant them any 
share of the prey ; but David, agreeably to the rules 
of justice, insisted that they should have their share, 
as they were xioUHng to have gone, though not aUe, mid 
they had been useful in guarding the baggage. 

When David came back to Ziklag, he disposed of his 
own portion, by sending presents to all those from whom 
he had formerly received favours, whilst he was dmen 
firom place to place ; which proves that he had a very 
munificent mind. 



SECTION 
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SECTION LXXXV. 

SAUL CONSULTETH A WITCH AT SKOOR^— aAM|JSS> 
ABPEARETH TO HIM. 

From 1 Samuel^ CAap.xXviii. 

Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented 
for him, and buried him in Ramali^ evai in his own 
city ; and Saul had put away those that had familiar 
spirits^ and the wizards, out of the land. 

And the Philistines gathered themselves together, and 
came and pitched in Shunem ; and Saul gathered aD 
Israel together, and they pitched in Gilboa. 

And when Saul saw the host of the Iliilistines, he was 
afraid, and his heart greatly trembled^ 

And when Saul enquired of the Lord, the Lord 
answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor 
by prophets. 

Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman 
that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and 
enquhre of her. And his servants said to him, Behold 
there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor. 

And Saul disguised himself, and put on otiier raimenty 
and he went, and two men with him, and they came to 
the woman by night. And he said, I pray thee, divine 
unto me by the famUiar spirit, and bring me him up 
whom I shall name unto thee. 

And the woman said unto him. Behold, thou knowest 
what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that 
have familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land : 
wherefore then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause 
me to die i And Saul sware to her by the Lord, say-* 
ing, As the Lord liveth, there shall no punishment 
happen to thee for this thing. 

Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto 
thee I and he sa^ Bring me up JSamucL 
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And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a 
loud Toice : and the woman spake to Saul, saying, Why 
li)a»<4luHi deceived me i for thou art &uil. 

And the kin g 't nid ainto her» Be nofc afraid : for what 
sawest thou i and the woman aald unto Saul, I saw gods 
"Hjgending out of the earth. 

And he Said unto her, What form is he of? and she 
said, An old nan cOmeth up ; and he is covered with 
a mantle. And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and 
be stooped with his fkce to the ground, and bowed him- 
•elf. 

And Samuel said to Saul, Wfqr hast thou disquieted 
me, to bring me up ? And Saul answered, I am sore 
distressed : for the Philistines make war against me, and 
God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, 
neither by prophetTs nor by dreamt: Uierefore I have 
called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me 
what I shall do. 

Then said Samuel, Wherefore, then dost thou ask of 
me, seeing the Lord is departed frmn thee, and is be* 
come thine enemy ? And the Lord hath done to him 
as he spake by me : for the Lord hath rent the king- 
dom out of thine hand, smd given it to thy neighbour, 
even to David. 

Because thou obeyedgt not the voice of the Lord, 
nor executedst his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore 
hath the Lord done this thing unto thee this day. 

Moreover, the Lord will also deliver Israel with thee 
into the hand of the Philistines : and to-morrow shalt 
thou and thy sons be with me : the Lord also shall 
deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philis- 
tines. 

Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, 
and was sere afraid because of the words of Samuel : 

an4 
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ind ttere was no gtrengtfi in him ; for he hftd eaten no 
bread all the day nor all the night. 

And the woman came onto Saul, and miw that h€ 
was tore tr^ubled^ and said unto him. Behold, thine 
bandnuud hath obeyed thy vcHce, fmd I have put m^ 
H^ in my hand, and have hearkened unto thy nordt 
irhich thou fpakest unto me. 

Now Ufterefere, I pray thee, hearken thoa also unto 
Ae voice of thine handmaid, and let me set a morsel 
of bread before thee ; and eat, that thou mayest have 
strength, when thou goest on thy way.. 

fiat he refused and said, I will not eat. But his ser- 
vants, together with the woman, compelled him ; and 
lie hearkened unto their voice. So he arose &om the 
earth, and sat upon the bed. 

And the woman had a fat calf in the house, and 1^19 
]u»ted, and killed it, and took flour, and kneaded it^ 
and did bake unleavened bread thereof. 

And she brought it before Saul, and before his ser- 
vants; and they did eat. Then they rose up,,and wenln 
away that night. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS; 

The terror which Saul suffered at the sight of the^ 
Philistine army was very natural to a 'guilty mind : had 
he kept to His duty, he would have had no cause to» 
tremble, for in that case he might, with the utmost 
confidence, have enquired the will of the Lord. *♦ But 
how ♦ could he who had murdered the priests^ consult 
t^e holy oracle ^ and after having slighted the admo-* 
liitions of Samuel, how could he expect to be answeredf 
by prophets ? neither could he hope for direction by a 

♦ Henry *s Aunolationi^ 

ft. 5 dream^ 
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dream from God; for he had forfbhed all the aids of 
th^ Holy Spirit." He had also by lifs crud persecu- 
tions driven David away, and many brave officers; the 
flower of Saul's army had with him joined the enemy, 
so that his situation w^s truly deplorable ; but be was 
the author of his own wretchedness ; he ought there- 
fore to have humbled himself, and implored the mercy 
of God ; instead of doing so, Saul had recourse to an 
expedient which he could not be ignorant was an un- 
lawful one ; for he had in the beginning of his reign, 
from a full conviction that diabolical arts were abomi- 
nable to die Lord, destroyed all those who were 
known to practise them. 

Saul had lived in a continued course of presumptuous 
•id ; he therefore deserved to be rejected of God, who 
had shewn so much forbearance towards him. His dis- 
obedience in respect to Agag and the Amalekites, made 
him wifit to be any longer captain ^f the IuOkd's inhe* 
ritance; David had been anointed in his stead, and the 
promise of the- kingdom was at the same time given, 
him, for the Lord knew that Saul would not repent: 
but David was not permitted to dethrone Saul, who 
might have enjoyed a peaceable reign by his assistance, 
had he humbly submitted to the just punishment that 
was inflicted on him (as Mioses did to his disappoint* 
sient in respect to the land of Canaan, and Eli to the 
preference given to Samuel.) But when Saul learnt 
that another was preferred before him, and perceived 
that the Spirit of the Lord was on Davids from whidi 
be concluded him to be the man, he resolved to oppose 
the. purposes of God, by putting David to death. Hk 
cruel designs proved ineffectual, and finding himself and 
his kingdom, n he most imminent danger, his spirits 
aunk to the depth of despair, be. was solicitous to 
7 know 
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Imov wbat would really be the event of the battle, there- 
fore mapde use of the usual ceremonies for learning the 
^iU of the Lord ; but as his heart was not right towards 
GoD» they were to no ()urpose* Saul now lamented 
the loss of Samuel, and formed a desperate resolution 
of trying whether he could bring him from the dead by 
inagic spells ; for this purpose he went in the night tQ 
the witch of Endor. 

Witches, wizards, sorcerers, &c. so frequently men- 
tioned in scripture, were persons who pretended to hold 
intercourse with spirits, and by their means to foretd 
future events : it is supposed that they made use of a 
number of superstitious ceremonies, in order to engage 
the assistance of evil beings in mischievous practices 
and. the discovery of hidden things. Superstition ig 
very credulous ; therefore people, who had more curio- 
sity than religion, were led to suppose, from the strange 
words these persons uttered, that they were really pos« 
sessed of supernatural knowledge, and could converse 
with souls in a state of ^separation from the body ; but 
we must not believe that evU spirits can reveal, or «ny 
human being possibly discover, what it pleases Goo to 
conceal ; that any arts can prevail to bring spirits into 
this world ; or that departed souls can assume bodies 
when they please, and become visible to mortal sight t 
for they are no more able to come to us, than we to ^o 
to thenu The Creator of all things certainly coiM 
dotbe the soul of Samuel with a visible Jbrm^ in order 
that he might repeat and confirm the sentence he had 
formerly been commanded to denounce against Sau]^ 
and to assure him that it was going to be put imme- 
diately into execution : or we may suppose, with som^ 
degree of probability, that this sorceress might be com' 
winded to utter these words, as Balaam wa« to pro- 
ft6 pbe^ 
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phesy in fitvour of Ivael. HoweTer, «s we oniMl 
come to a certainty about it, let m read ihevtory witk 
humility of mind, and rest asMired, that whether Sa* 
muel appear^ or natf the whole traosaetioii Was ord^ied 
by the Loao, to awaken Saul to a cense of his no, that 
he might spend the last l|ourt of 4ii8 life in repentaiice; 
but though we read, that when Saul found there was 
no hopes of success remaining, he threw himself on 
the ground in agonies of distress, we do not find, that 
he expressed either sorrow or contrition for the crimes 
that had reduced him to this miserable state ; he cer* 
tainly thought that Samuel had spoken to him; we 
are therefore taught by his example, that if sinners are 
not to be reformed by jthe revealed will of God declared 
by Moses and the prophets ^ neither wUl they be converted 
if one comes to them from the dead. We should not be 
led from this account of Samuel to be fearful oi ghosts^ 
as no spirit can appear but by the miraculous povoer of 
God, which the present state of religion does not re- 
quire to be exerted ; for this reason, we may be sure, 
^at all the foolish stories of apparitions, that are told 
by superstitious people, have no foundation in trotii, 
but are the product of' a weak imagination; never 
fherefbre ** let us * give way to gloomy presages and 
terrors of mind, nor indulge a desire to pry into l\it«u 
rity ; but fortify our souls against them, by securing 
the friendship and protection of that Being, who dis- 
poses of events and governs futurity. When we lie 
down to sleep, let us recommend oursehres to His caret 
%i4)en we awake, let us give ourselves up to His direc^ 
tion. Amidst all the evils that threaten us, let us look 
up to Him for help, and doubt not but He will either 

#• Specttrtor,. Vol i. No. T. 
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arrert thmiy or turn them to our advantage. Though 
we know neither the tkne nor manner of out deaths 
nor what will befal us in this life, let us not be solicit- 
ous about It; beeause we may be sure. that GO0 
knows ally for he views the ivAofe of our existeneey not 
only idiat is passed, but what ir to cmne^ and wfll not 
fdl to comfort and support us on all occasions.'* 



SECTION LXXXVI. 

THE BATTLE OF GiLBOA — THE DEATH OV SAUL AKO 
JONATHAN. 

From 1 Samuelf Chap. xxxi. — 1 Chron* Chap, x. 

Kow the Philistines fought against Israel ; and the 
men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell 
down slain in mount Gilboa. 

And the Philistines followed hard after Saul^ and 
i^r his sons ; and the Philistines' slew Jonathan, and 
Abinadaby and Malchishua, the sons of Saul. 

And the bat^e went sore against Saul, and the 
archeis hit him, and he was sore wounded of the ar» 
chers. 

Then said Saul to his armour-bearer, Draw thy 
sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest these un* 
circumcised come, and abuse me. But his armour*^ 
bearer would not ; for he was Bixe afraid. So l^aul 
took a swordi and fell upon it : and when his armour, 
bearer saw thai Saul was dead, he fefl likewise on tbo 
sword and died* 

So Saul died, ai^ his three sons, and all his house 
died togother.^ 

4 And 
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And when all the iBen of Israel that were in ike 
Talley saw tlut they fied, and that Saul and his sons 
were dead, then they forsook their cities, and fled; and 
the Philistines came and dwdt in thenu 

And it came to pass on the morrow^ when the Pbi« 
Ustines came to stjrip the i^ain, tiiat they ^Mmd Saul and 
his sons faUen in mount GUboa. 

And when they had stripped liim, they took his head 
and his armour, and sent into the land of the Philistines 
round about, to carry tidings unto their Idols, and to 
the pe#p1e. 

And they put his armour in the house of their gods, 
and fastened his head in the temple of Dagon. 

And when all Jabesh-gilead heard all that the Phi- 
listines had done to Saul, they arose, all the valiant 
men, and took away the body of Saul, and the bodies 
of his sons, and brought them to Jabesh, and buried 
their bones under the oak in Jabesh, and £Mted seven 
days. 

So Saul died for his transgression which be commit* 
tad against the Lord, even against the word of the 
laOfRD which he kept not, and also for asking counsel 
of one that had a familiar ^irit, to enquire of it; 

And enquired not of the Lord: therefore he slew 
htm, and turned the kingdom unto David the sen of 
Jesse. 



ANNOTATIONS asp REFLECTIONS. 

It seems* probable,: that Saul was attacked in his 
camp soon after he^ returned from Endor $ and that the 
Philistines might be encouraged to this ^t^empt by somet 
secret information of Saul's havmg stolen out the even- 

f PelaDj's life Of King I>Bvid» 
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ing before; for had he attadced the HiSistlneSy the 
battle would have been fought at Shunem, where they 
were encamped. 

The practice of fighting with bows and arrows was 
not at that time in general use, and those amongst the 
Israelites, who were expert at it^ had resorted to David : 
so that the Philistines, who had brought archers with 
them, had great advantage oter the Israelites, because 
they were not prepared for this way of fighting, and 
being taken by surpiize, their camp must have been in 
great confusion. Saul's sons were very valiant, and 
without doubt used their utmost efforts to repel the 
enemy, but they were soon overpowered ; and perceiv- 
ing that their &ther fled, might think it vain to make 
farther resistance ; however, they died, as many heroe» 
have done, by the hand of their foes, and brought no 
imputation on their courage ; but Saul, in his last act, 
shewed that cowardice which generally accompanies a 
guilty conscience ; for finding that his sons were deady 
that the Philistines were in hot pursuit, and that he 
could no way esc^q^, he resolved not to fall aUve into 
their hands : this circumstance shews, that he had not 
a religious hiind ; otherwise, let his distress have been 
ever so great, he would not have incurred the guilt of 
seif-murder. Saul slew himself to avoid being abused 
by the Philistines, but could not preserve his corpse 
from the indignities they offered to it. The men of 
Jabesh-gilead gratefully remembered the servicea he 
had performed for them against Nahash *, which made 
them hazard their lives to recover the bodies of him^ 
and his sons : to which they paid all the honour they 
could, by burning spices over thera, and fasl»ng seven 
isjB till evening ; tbk wi»adien moimmgi and ther* 

•Set Section 7t,, 
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does not appear io have been a general bmentation ; 
perhaps, the disturbance of the times would not admit 
of it. 

If* this attack of the Philistines was encouraged by 
the intelligence of SauPs having stolen out of the can^ 
then his applying to the witch of Endor was the im* 
mediate cause of his destruction^ and ke died for hii 
transgression f which hr committed (gainst tieLiOUD, even 
the word of the LoR j>, which ke kept not i and akojar 
msking one who had a familiar spirit to enquire* 

When Saul first ascende^d the throne of Israel, ereiy 
circiUBStance seemed disposed for hia having a haf^j 
feign, but it proved far otherwise. ; his people were op* 
pressed by his arbitrary proQeedings, and he, though 
admired for his valour, was hated for his pride and ar» 
rogance, cut off by the Lojrd for disobedience to the 
divine<;ommands, and tormented by an evil conscience. 
Thus does the Lord deal with all sinners according to 
their respective crimes and situations. Let us there* 
fore resolve to follow the dictates of the Holy Spirit,^ 
winch alone can govern and restrain ^e unruly pas*^ 
•ions of meiu 



SECTION LXXXVIL 

AN AMALEXITS BRIKOBTH TttE KEWS OP THE BCATIT 
OF SAUL AND JONATHAN tO J»AVID : DAVID'S hAr 
"MENTATION. 

From 2 Samuel, Chap. i. 

Now it came to p^ after the death of Saul, whea 
David was returned from the /daughter of the Amale- 
lates, and David had abode two days in Zlklag: it 
eame even to pass on the third day, that behold, a man 

* Delates UU U Kiag Dand. 
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came out of the camp from Saul, with his dothef rent, 
and earth upon his head : and so it was, when he came 
to Davidy that he fell to the earth, and did obeisance. ^ 

And David said unto him. From whence comest 
thou ? And he said unto him. Out of the camp of Is- 
rael am I escaped. 

And David said imto him,» How went the matter ? I 
pray thee, tell me. And be answered. That the people 
are fled from the battle, and many of the people also 
are Men and dead, and Saul and Jonathan his son are 
dead also. 

' And David said unto die young man that told him. 
How knowest thou that Saul and Jonathan his son be 
dead? and the young man that told him, said. As I 
happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behdd, Saul 
leaned upon his spear : and lo the chariots and horse* 
men followed hard after him. 

And when he looked behind him, he saw me, an4 
called unto me : and I answered, Here am !• 

And he said unto me. Who art thou ? and I answered 
him, I am an Amalekite. 

He ssud unto me again, Stanly I pray thee, upon me 
and slay me : for anguish is come upon me, because my 
life is yet whole in me. 

So I stood upon him, and slew him, because I waa 
sure that he could not live after that he was fallen s 
and I took the crown that was upon his head, and the 
bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them 
hither unto my lord* 

Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent them» 
and likewise all the men that were with him. 

And they mourned and wept, and fasted until even, 
for Saul and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of 
the Lord, and for the house of Israel^ because they 
were fallen by the sword. 

And 

Digitized ?y Google 



( 402 ) 

And David said mito the young man tbat told Inm, 
Whence art thou f And he answered, I am the son of 
a stranger, an Amalekite. 

' And David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid 
to stretch forth thine hand, to destroy the Lord's 
anointed ? And David called one of the young men, 
and said. Go near and fall upon him. And he smote 
him tliat he died. 

And David said unto him, Thy blood be upon thy 
head: for thy mouth hath testified against thee, saying, 
I hajire slain the Lord's anointed. 

And David lamented with this lamentation over 
Saul, and over Jonathan his son. 

The beauty of Israel is slain upon the high places* 
kow are the mighty fallen ! tell it not in Gath, publish 
it not in the streets of Ashkelon : lest the daughters of 
the Philistines jrejoicei lest the daughters of the undr- 
cumcised triumph. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither 
let there be rain upon you, nor fields of offerings: for 
there tlie shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the 
shield of Saul, 89 though he had not been anointed 
with oU. 

From the blood o? the slain, from the fat of the 
mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the 
sword of Saul returned not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their 
lives, and in their death they were not divided: they 
were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than 
lions. 

Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed 
you in scarlet, with other delights, who put on orna* 
ments of gold upon your apparel* 

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the bat« 
tie ! Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places. 

lam 
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I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan : very 
pleasant hast thou been unto me : thy love to lAe Was 
wonderful, passing the love of women. 

How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war 
perished! 

And David commanded that the children of Judah 
should be taught to use the bow. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is likely that David had already heard the ereal of 
the battle, but he might not have received a certain 
account of the manner of Saul's and Jonathan's death ; 
ihe tale which he heard from the Amalekite seemis to 
have been invented with a view of obtaining a reward 
from David ; for the Scripture sajrs, that Saul was dead 
before his armourbearer killed himself. So iat was 
David from rejoicing, that he expressed the utmost af^ 
fliction, and shewed a noble resentment against the 
person who boasted of having slain the Lo r i/s anointed^ 
This man owning himself to be an Amalekite, David 
was fully justified in commanding him to be put to death ; 
and by doing so he gave a convincing proof, thatlie wa9 
zealous for public justice, in preference to private inte- 
rest. " David's elegy is truly pathetic • J^ sorrow for 
Saul's unhappy fate made him forget his cruelty and 
injustice towards him, and he considered him as a brave 
man, a valiant leader, a magn^cent prince of Gold's 
own appomtment, and the father of J<Hiathan, nearly 
allied also to himself by marriaget" 

lE'rom the expression that Saul and Jonathan toere 
lovely in their liveSf and in their death they toere not di" 
vided, we may infer, that though Jonathan, on some 

♦ Delano's Lif<fr of Pavid. 

particular 
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partimilltr occmonSf felt the efffects of Saul's ungo* 
vernable temper, there was in general great harmony 
between them* 

How tender is David's Isunentation for this dear 
friend ! He had reason to say, that Jonathan's love to 
him was ttxmderful : for surely never was there such 
an instance of disinterested friendship ! 

David's behaviour on l^aul's death affords an excel- 
lent lesson, for it teaches us to avoid personal refUcHont 
on those that have injured us, as it is possible they may 
have done many praiseworthy acticms -^ aod it is unge- 
nerous to speak SI of the dead, because they cannot 
vindicate their own characters. 

It is paii^ to read of the death of that amiable man 
Jonathan. Why it pleased God to suffer him to be cul 
tff we are not told, and therefore it is not right to ia^ 
dulge ourselv^ in fruid^ enquiries. We should ix| 
such cases always d^ to mind, that in the present xoarU 
we must n()t expect to see crimes or virtues^^^y recem* 
gensed; for here tlie micked frequaitly prosper, while 
good persons endure the esiremegt affliction ; but we may 
assure ourselves, that in ajuture state every one will re« 
ceive the just reward of his actions ; and there might 
David hope to meet again the dear friend whom the 
&te of war had ae{mrated from him. 

It must not be omitted, that the friendship of Achish 
towards David seems to have continued ; otherwise we 
nay suppose, that be would liave endeavoured to im- 
prove the victory he had gained over Saul, to eiect the 
entire overthrow of Israel. 



SECTION 

d by Google 



( 40^ > 
SECTION LXXXVIII. 

DAVID GOETH TO HEBRON — IS MADE KIKG OF JODAV 
-— ISH-BOSHBTH MADE KIMO OF ISRABIi. 

From 1 Chroju Chap, xii. — 2 Sam. Chof. ii. 

Now there came to David at Ziklag^ whilst he kept 
himself close because of Saul the son of Kish, mightjr 
men, helpers of the war. 

They were armed with bows, and could usis both the 
right hand and the IqR in hurling stones, and shootmg 
arrows out of a bow, and thcj'»were even of Saul'i 
brethren of Benjamin. 

And of the Gradites there separated themselves tmto 
David, into the hold to the wilderness, men of might, 
and men of war fit for the battle, that could handle 
shield and buckler, whose faces were like the ftces of 
lions, and were as swift as the roes upon the moun* 
tains. 

And there fell some of Manasseh to David (when he 
came with the Philistines against Saul to battle, but 
they helped them not, for the lords of the Philistines, 
upon advisement, sent him away, saying. He will fall 
to his master Saul, to the jeopardy of our heads). And 
they helped David against the band of the rovers : for 
they were all mighty men of valour, and were captains 
in the host. 

At that time, day by day, there came to David to 
help him, until it was a great host Hke the host of 
God. 

And It came to pass after this, that David enquired 
of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up unto any of the 
cities of Judah ? And the Loan said unto him, Go up. 
And David said. Whither shall I go up ? And he iiaid. 
Unto Hebron. 

So 
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•So David went up thithery and his fwcf wives also, 
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail Nabal's wife the 
Oarooellteas. 

And his men that were with him did David bring up, 
every man with his household : and they dwelt In the 
•cities of Hebron. 

And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed 
Da^id king over of the house of Judah ; and they told 
David, saying, that the men of Jabesh-gilead were they 
tliat buried Saul. 

. And David sent messengers unto the men of Jabesh« 
^ead, and said unto them, Blessed be ye of the Lord, 
that have shewed this kindness unto your lord, even 
unto Saul, and have buried him. 

And now the Lord shew kindness and truth unta 
. you : atid I also will requite you this kindness, because 
ye have done this thing. 

. Therefore now let your hands be strengthaied, and 
be ye valiant: for your master Saul is dead, and aUo 
^e bouse of Judak have anointed me king over them. 

But Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's host, 
took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and brought him over 
to Mahanaim. And he made him king over all Israel, 
but the house of Judah followed David. 
. And Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish- 
bosheth the son of Saul, went out from Mahanaim, to 
Gibeon. 

And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of 
David went out» and met together by the pool of Gi- 
beon : and tliey sat down, the one on the one side of 
the pool, and die other en the other side of the pool. 

And Abner said to Joab, Let the young men aow 
arise, and play before us. And Joab said. Let them 
arise. 

Then tliere arose and went over by number twelve 

of 
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of BdDJamin, which pertained to Ish4}03heth the son of 
Sad, and twelve of the servmits of David, 

And they caught every one his fellow by the head, 
and thrust hiB sword in his fallow's side; so they fell 
down together : wherefore that place was called Hel- 
jkfttli-hazzurin% which is in Gibeon. 

And there was a very sore battle that day : and Ab* 
ner was beaten, and the men of Israel, before the ser* 
vants of David. 

And there were three sons of Zeruiah there, Joab, 
and Abishai, and Asahel: and Asahel was as light of 
foot as a wild roe. 

• And Asahel pursued after Abner, and in going he 
turned not to the right hand, nor to the left, i'rom M* 
lowing Afoncr. 

Then Abner looked behind him, and said, ATt thou 
Asahel? And he answered, I am, . 

And Abner said to him, Turn thee aside to thy right 
hand or to thy left, and lay thee hold on one of the 
young men, and take thee his armour. But Asahel ' 
would not turn aside frpm following of him. 

And Abner said again to Asahel, Turn thee aside 
from follo^ring me : wherefore should I smite thee to 
the ground ? how then should I hold up my face to 
Joab thy brotlier ? 

Howbeit he refused to turn aside : wherefore Abner 
with the hinder end of the spear smote him under the 
fifth rib, that the spear came out behind him : and he 
fell down there, and died in the same place : and it 
came to pass, that afi many as came to the place i^ere - 
Asahel fell down and died, stood still. 

Jo^ also and Abishai pursued after Abner : and the 
sun wait down when th^ were come to the hill of 
Aminab, that lictli before Giah, by the way of the wil- 
\ of Gibeon. 

And 
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And tlie ch3dren of Benjamin gftUieired tfaennelf « 
together after Abner, and became one troop, and stooi 
on the top of an hill. 

Then Abner called to Jod>, and said, Shall the 0wor4 
devour for ever i knowest thou not that it will be lHlttep> 
ness in the latter end ; how long thaU it be then ere 
thou bid the people return from foQowing their bre* 
ihren? 

And Joab said, As God liveth, unless thou hadit 
Spoken, surely then in the morning the people had 
gone up every one from fbllowing his brother. 

So Joab blew a trumpet, and all the peo]^ stood 
stilly and pursued after Israel no more, neither foij^t 
they any more* 

And Abner and his men walked idl that ni^ 
through the pldn, and passed over Jordan, and went 
through all Bithrdn, and they came to Mahanaim. 

And Joab returned fVom following Abner : and when 
he had gathered all the people together, there lacked 
of David's servants nineteen men and Asah^. 

But the servants of David had smitten of Benjaaun 
and of Abner's men, so that three hundred and three- 
score men died. 

And they took up Asahel, and buried him in the 
sepulchre of his father, which was in Bethlehem ; and 
Joab and his men went aQ night, and they came to 
Hebron at the break of the day. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

David had a noUe army nnder his conmand, yet he 
did not offer to possess himself tfiheikrimti but en^ind 
the wU of the Lord. Hebron was situated ift the maikt 
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•f the trfbe of Judah, on the top of i ridge of higli 
mountains. It was one of the mo6t ancient cities in 
the world, originally called Kirjath-Arba, the birth- 
place of Arba the son of Anak» from whom the gigan* 
tic tace called Anakims descended: it had likewise. 
Ifeen the residence of Abraham: it is now in the pes* 
session bf the Turks, but in a very ruinated state. He* 
broi^ was a very fruitful spot, and had been given to 
Caleb as a reward for his fidelity to God, and he as« 
signed it to the Levites. Here David and his army 
could subsist with great conveniency, and it was pecu- 
liarly fitted for his reception, being the metropolis of 
his tribe, and the possession of those priestly families 
who espoused his interest, whose determination in his 
fevour would have influence on the whole tribe. Da^ 
▼id^s having been anointed by Samuel,, was by this 
time generally known ; Jacob and Moses had pre- 
dicted the establishment of the sovereignty in the triie 
qfJviyAH\ so that acting agreeably to Divine appoints 
ment, the men of Judah were fully justified in electing 
David for their king ; and separating themselves from 
those tribes, who opposed the Lord's mll^ by setting 
up one of Saul's rejected family. 

David took the earliest opportunity of shewing, by 
kindness to the men of Jabesh Gilead, that he did not 
aim at the crown from a principle of ambition or enmity 
to Saul. 

Aimer was Saul's uncle, and being a person of great 
spirit, he would not readily submit to let the sove- 
reignty be lost from his family ; neither was he willing 
to resign the command of the army : and having taken 
an active part with Saul, he tmght likewise be fearful 
of David's resentment. 

VOL. II* T Mahahaim, 
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Mahanaim, the place wheire Ish-bosheth made hit 
first claim, was on the other side Jordan, where it was 
suppose David had the least influence. Abner carried 
him about through the camp, and gained the tribes 
gradually to his interest. Gibeon had formerly been 
the metropolis of the Gibeonites, and after Joshua's 
league with him, it became a Levitical city. It is sup- 
posed that Saul had dispossessed the Levites and Gi- 
beonites by violence^ and placed some of his own tribe 
in their stead. At Gibeon, it is probable, that Ish- 
bosheth resided during the two first years of his reign,^ 
for so long David seems to have remained quiet ; each 
in the mean time strengthening his own interest aft 
much as possible. 

Hitherto David seems carefully to have avoided alL 
acts of hostility, and to have determined not to begin 
^ them, but to wait patiently for the Divine disposal in 
his favour : but when he found that Abncr had drawn . 
together a number of men at Gibeon, he thought it 
advisable to send Jx)ab with some forces to observe 
them. 

One would expect from Abner's expression^ let the. 
young men arise and play before uSf to hear of a combat^ 
merely to shew how skilful they were in the science of 
defence ; but it was a challenge^ meant to prove who . 
were the best warriors, and most deserving of givfitgris. 
Prince to Israel. 

. Asahel unfortunately singled out Abner, and pursued 
him personally ; but his ambition to take his spoils 
proved fatal to himself. Abner jseems to have had some 
view to a reconciliation with David, by his unwilling? 
ness tp kill the brother of Joab. 

It is most likely, that Joab and Abishai knew not of 

the 



d by Google 



( 411 ) 

the death of Asahel when they parleyed with Abner, 
and agreed on a truce. 

How dreadful are the effects of civil dissension, when 
friends and relations, espousing different parties^ fall 
by the hands of each other ! 



ENDi OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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